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2 . ■ HI6T0RY OF TAE 

GUAP. the annals of human virtue can exhibit. 

Ji^!^ We have beheld, a poor \n\t high-minded 
people successfully 'struggling for inde- 
pendence. We have followed them through 
the vaiious' gradations of industry, till 
they;JbiQ<jaipe ipq^iia^d^floiivar^V ■ SVom 
wealth to corruption the transition is, aites ! 
too easy ; and we are now hastening to a 
period, which' presents the TIelvetic cha- 
racter under colours l^ss attractive ; when 
amidst the dissensions of interested lead- 
ers, and the speculations of .ent^rprizing 
commerce, we fJi^H, scarcely discover, a 
single trap e of their ancient virtues, 

Froifk the ponduct of Zuric indeed^ upon 
various occasions, it required little .sag^^ity 
to prognosticate, -that the general TEelfare^of 
the cpnfederacy, would inevitab)yl?e sacri- 
ficed to the selfish views of that opulent 
^tate, . whenever interest , came , in contact 
with patriotism. Fortunatejy however, for 
the repose of Helvetia, the hour of trial 
.i - 1 >waa'dela5(ed, tiU the: piidie-^md' power of 
.^ 'i.Atistoia had bciea/.severely humfaied ; ^aH 
the fitbricof her independence rested upon 
a basis, too solid to^be overturned by the 
■ ; stoitns 
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HEtVBTlC REPtTBLtOS; 3 

Storms of 'fectioti, or und^rnrined by the«r-CHA>. 
tifices of tyranny. . i^ 

* The fatnily tdf Tog^nbuig had been 
loDg dfstidgnMied among her most potent 
and illustrious (iffspnag. ' About the raid" 
die of tiK twelfth century they had biaen 
ra»icd to the dimity of cott»/«; from which 
peri<xl they had pwogressively extended 
their jorisdietioaoiper the greater part of the 
adjacent country^ till it reached with little 
interEuption from: the gate& of Zuric to the 
borders ef the TynDl. 

In a former eblEipter we beheld the count 
of To^enburg, opposed to th^ lawleB&sons' ; 

of.Appeozel, at theihtead of the Austrian 
forces. Yet 'though naturally, stern and 
despotic, by his modAution during the 
whole of that oiemOrable content, he cdn-' 
ciliated thd eete^m of enemies inveterately 
prejudioedAgainst rank and titles ; so Uiat} 
in all their ho»tile . incursions, the dopiains 
of Tc^goiburg were scrupulously respect- 
ed* as belonging >to a friendly power. The 
same spirit invariably' tnduenced their con- 

, * Stmni,f,V. ... 

g. B 2 duct 
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4 ' IIIATQE'V OF TQ£ 

©HAP-dtiCt vitti regtod.to thecoupt ; Jfor thw^ 
w'v^^ repeatedly solicited by h.v rel^Hous eub4 
jectEf to support the qitHse- of Iketktious 
ireedoail^ theyr jiQsitiydy reiiiiaed ^Mr mi 
sisiance/ and* ackQowled|^d,ibr,OQce th« 
olaittis of despotism from reapecit to' the 
personof l^e despot. 

A circumistahce like this could n6i fm\ 
to eKcits suspicionsinjonotts ' to the boandit 
of Ftoderic ; and if we attenlJTelj examilie 
his piuUtic^ caKer« we are led (Miraelvte 
to question his fidelity. • For there wWs a. 
de^ee of duplicity hi his trfaotft beha- 
tincmr toward the houssof Austria, wbiofa 
tippestti to juBtif^ a belief ihat be ik^vto 
^t^red coktiaUy into her viiews, tbongh 
h^^t^ iucceMriiet^ invested viih thfrt^* 
fiddntifti iEli^tit'^ of her n^>Uator, a^d 
hergferiei^l. Tmiscd in theachoOlofaiB-' 
bHiod to tiie pursuit of . pow;er, he foMght 
her battles, or directed h6r touhrati^' so 
kiiig £f^ her protee^Q vas aeoessany to 
the aceoffipliaihment of Uis private «ens. 
Bat he seems to Have b^iici perfect adept 
in all the niceties of political arithmetic, 
and to have takeh especial care never 

to 
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to excci^^ the exact b<wn4» of tbe <oon-.CHAP. 
^rsict by grftlttitpfls exertipnsi.. AyftiliOg 5^* 
himself of ihe distress of fbfte ^f^^oiiffe 
ie aoqairefi the county pf Swrg^s, witt 
ivariqus other lordships^, ap a- qoinpeHsar 
tion'for ttc expepces of tUe, Apppnzel w^ii. 
Bat m> soooer h^d ^t jvaprp^^ot prj^L(^ 
{wovoked the Keseutmeot pf .S^jsqiand, 
a^ the cet^ures of the ;^hprph,, tM^i ^ 
cancelled every enga£p«iiiBnt,4rith his sipjui^g 
ally, and decided in favp^ir of tki^rtnv^ 
j^hant party. Wc shouhi 4ecf ive ourselvQ^, 
however, wefe ve to iupM^e tjliis sudden 
change to t^e perpleo^iii^ scruples of 411 
over-dc^licate .con&cieQpe. ;His epul* 'Cast 
]>y mM^ire i« her stroqge^t, i^iiwil^) waifiwt 
JesBra stri^qgei: ,to tl^e^ t^ri^rs -.tl^n^to the 
weaklier «(f,.sup!erstition. ,,^e,«^cacQd' 
the* cause of the cous^j^ b^^pae ,it was 
otostliMy to prevail, audia^rdfd tp it's 
adv^c^ites an %)lMrii\g prosfiect <^ temporal 
Aggraodisra^at. Keith^r,,^as he.4isa{>- 
^Qt«d -ilk his expectatiofu. He-obtained 

Tft-'budi, U. 

B 3 a con* 
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CHAP. a considerable accessioa of teititer^, as 
the reward of treachery toward aa ancifent 
friend*. HaTing now reached' the sum- 
mit of hiB wishes, he endeavoured, by ne^ 
gociationa and alliances to give stability to 
his power. . For this purpose he not only 
fOTmed a league with the Helvetic republic, 
but even accepted the co-burghership of 
Schweitz and Zuric. This treaty was to 
continue in force ftff the space of fiv^ years 
after his decease. But having no lineal 
descendants to inherit his vast possessions, 
and wishing to attach the Schweitzers by 
still closer ties, he declared theni heirs to 
that part of ' the Gaster which acknow- 
ledged his jurisdiction ; aif acqiliisition to 
ithem of the Kf^hest importancie,' as^-they 
Tvere alrcSady masters of the rest. ^' 
' ' Fpom-th6sB alliances arose that fatal 
lAistlndfei'dtiirtding, which, by giving 'riste 
to siitcessivfe scenfes of intestine'discord, 
threatened the 'Confederacy -with dissolu- 
tion;' Yet," if we examine the treaties s&. 

* Viz. A part of the Rheindial, vtidt tbctottn offeli}- 
yinh, and the CQUU^ of WaUgau. Tschu^. 

* parate]^ 
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HElVETic eefSblics. 7 

i)afately concluded with' Schw6itz and Zti- 6hap; 
ric, we shall discoVer Ao cTa'use iti either v 
of them, inconsistent with the ■ihbs't afmi-l 
caflble' iii'tentions.''"' The mysterious silence, 
feidefed, observed hf the ddunt respecting 
his fliture heir (as the-dispofeal'tifhis domi* 
nions dependbfl feritirely oh hiS'testamerit* 
ary arrangem'fenti) was calculated- to exclH 
uhiversal' anxiety ;' whether 'it -pr^'tee^ed 
fr&tti the sUspicvJris natural to age, or froin 
a niaiighant desirfe of interrtiptiUg the har-* 
mbny", which' had hitherto subsisted aiiion^ 
the Hdvetib states. For ata'tiitae, whtti 
the laws of succession were guided by no 
settled 'ijHiiciple, it was scarcely possible to 
ascertain the titles 6f the- varidua fcompeti- 
tors TWth ^ti^ toleraHe degreie of precision; 
Hence, during the'latter years^of its sove- 
reign,' the doutt of Toggeribui-g prtsentied 
a melancholy picture of servility and disi- 
content; all who could urge the most re* 
mote pretensions to share in the valuable 
prize, presenting themselves as obsequioiji 
and jealpiis candidates for his favour. 

In this situation of affairs, fihJe, CQu^nt 

died intestate, and was buried < at- 'Ruti 

B 4 ' with. 
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numeroas tribe pf lelative?, who laid clai^ 
to the lich inheritance, none possessed g 
&irer^tiUe than bis amiable wido-vElijo* 
betbf-, who had, been tpointed out to th^ 
Zurickers by -her husband, (thot^h unijef 
the seal of s^creciy) as heiress tip.the greatest 
|>art of his startes. But no 4ocameat beiag 
producod'to.atftbeQticate.lhis fact, various 
oth^ pretendem arose to dispute Xh^ sujC«- 
cessioB. Ampi^g.tbefe.we i^ust parttcu* 
larly notice 2dda,' ^ouatess, of Tluerstein, 
iheaistci^Qf.. the -deceased; ths; barons «^ 
Metsch, Raron, aad HQweo> ^dt des^eii^cid 
from a female brandi'; ^nd th« co«atS' of 
Mo&iforty ^&iandis,tS^,ap4^!TVTii^ whp 
yrete allied by ixnmagf to the hou^ of 
Toggeaburg.. AH these had loqg Ipoke^ 
forward with anxious; ei^pectation to , their 
n0h]t ]%lati0a'« deaths s^n^ were equalljr 
di^a^ppointed to 6nt};that(i^ h^ -made no 

^ai. ' „, ..;-.;., ^ ■ .., 

* V^ea a qoble fao^y became extinct, this cerenion^ 
vras cODstantly practised at^th'e iuterinettt iif'^ekat'lAatQ 
' jVpl r wntanVfe . " ' ■' -■'■*•■- '■ 

ipfirMuSiHiiiif ...I, 1,... ■,,,. ,-1 ]. .:. 

i^'" ■ i :\ Though 
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ago, as. n'£ before -pjjsieiwd, fpa.y .Sjati^ '^^ 
&ctorU^. a^oiint ibr^l thU :|^glect^ .^ 
some lustadaii«. -it ha^„beea -imptit^^ 
niatiiis;, ;af , a. |Wr; (U^pt^t nobi^ .^d 

^^opg the persoc^ 'wtici^t. tbji!4W>? 
mBW 4U^t<ngim)<p4 in J^uUicanj Ifelvetjfi, 
none .^toed higtec i« yiuUk jestio^tioB 
than.. Rudpljik ^^^issi. £ii,dawed :iYil;lLjft 
£eoLU4v 'jiQneitrati^, aad euergetic*' opd 
coiqlHniiig.aU tjie graces of Jangu^ with 
the nermus eloquence,,of Jlip)tgl^t, ,^ l^aii 
hmg ,dir£cted the coiuuuls jof .Zuric with, 
imliiinted sway. ,^puf, to 'these, .)prii)i^Bt 
.qualitiejS.he unit£^ ^jesistlfisa T^h^^^^P^ 
of chanctec, ,at)f^ a ti^iqper ia(pi(tieB^,pf 
co^troud* ; , With;aH 'l;ii?,'discerjjmeat,.4»o>^- - 
eser. -be ;«w tataljy b]^ io the d^ctf 
Df Jus.»pQ, -a Main apd fnv/ripuf.^outh» w^ 
had^iar-mis^jUfeu Jus ^'oeatJLon^s jl^.en^ 
»er.i«to.t(ie.^^yice.qrt!)e,.couiit-oi'.Toggen- 
hBg.,„,,Pttt bjSJBg atferty-deficienli (n.fl^e 
<2teriKd:ac<;l)n^l)shaf^^ ^a|ite(l,49,t|^ 
^eiicUaa ,of a, court, i aud eqiuaUy,4p^tu^ 
elf Ibf se^^VSnftii'Wf-wl^ichjiiifht^UaYe 
i.::.ii,i^, comixjosated 
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iO HtSTORY OBTHE ' 

^vif^ eonipensated fot the wairt of them, he soon 
.!ryy becatme an objfect of derision among the 
young nobility. PJtjued at the affibilts to 
itfiteh he w^ hourly exposed, he coin- 
platined to his father in teMis of bitter re- 
sentment.^ The pride of Stussi was deeply 
■' trbunded;' aitd thbiigh ke had hitherto 
stipported' the! interests-ofToggenbiffg with 
lill the wkrmth of frieiidship, he ribw- be- 
wm' openly to loosen the bond o4 union 
■which had so long subsisted between the 
two states, and t6 IdireCt the attention of 
the senate toward Other connexions, 
■ ''Persuaded also that nothing could'prove 
more'-i^pugila'nt to the count's feelings 
thaii' the disclbsure -of his testamentary ar- 
rangements, he repeatedly pressed him tb 
designate his intended heir, and thus niakd 
known to the republic their future co- 
burghei* and ally. He furtlter entreated 
him to' consent to the redemption of Win- 
dedc, upoh receiving 'the money for which 
it had been mortgaged. Though resoliilfely 
I idetetmined to evade this demand, the 
count was- 5tiil unwilling 'to exasperate the 
senate, by 'an unqualiti^ refusal, and ac- 
" . cordingly 
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COTdiligly'he h*d recourie to a sub1:^ffuge;GllAP. 
•which he ftivfe^e^ himseJf Could not fail ,£jL. 
to succeed. -Hhvihg requested time fiir 
d^libemtwtif Iw'sulgg^ted the proprietyjwf 
assemib!ing-ia ebngress'of alt theH6lvt*io 
st4tesatRa^[:)erewyivbeft>re which the idiSr 
closiire df his ftittire- 'intentions might -bt 
tiis^G with grfeftter efifect. To such a pro^ 
posal it was hatd^ possible to stai^' atty 
vaHd objeetiorisi ' Tlie stfnAteS accjuiesced.; 
and iVederic garfted all that he aimed at; 
by obtaining tjrtie ftjr intrigue. 

-White Stdssi'^uide^'the feffaire of ZiiiiW 
With uiidontroll^a ^Othoritfj, Itfal Reding^ 
during ft Ibng sertiS of yfei^ hald filfed 
the higHest'bffices in the-cantbrtbf Sfchweitz. 
JThis circnnistdnCfe albne'is siufBclenfe to in- 
spire a favotirablfe option' of his talents; 
since it required no bohimbn share of pru- 
dence to ctmciliate the aflfecfions of so ir* 
jitaWCapedple. '• ■ ■ 

Reffihgj'who'likje the leading men in 
all th^' cfffttons, was' wont to disftinguisti 
between the fiiterests of his own'republk; 
and thftsfe of thft' cbnfedei^cy, ivfki too 
shrewd a poMtieteil-hbt'tO"p6rceive the ad-r . 
vantage 
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1$ Hist9l»I Of »Ji^ : 

M**. yantagi whigb tbe Schweiteera migbt 
->#»«!/ ^tirire. from .a inais^pderBtaii^iBig bebv«e^ 
Znric,iuid!thecoui4t of Toggeaburg. He 
MoordiDgly -deterqiiaed to support tbe 
MnbaaMdon of ^e latter, at the ap- 
proaching coagre%, witk all hit influence. 
33us .resolution totally ;di$P<mf3erted StUB* 
si« -s^tiBmes, and. 'C0ff^>elled bipi to ii»ve 
wooinBe to other measuiw- 

CombioiHg tlie ^bove-mentioaed facts 
-with Wa.subseqHept conduct, and ipisr 
taking the effect 'fqr the cause, some ,his^ 
iffiagn have penuaded theiiiselve^ ^at 
it ;ifas ori^nally Frederic's • intentioa to 
•. iti«^e:the flaioics <of fUscord in'the bosoof 
of t^ c<^ederacy. Tliepe m^y he aonsf 
foandaition for this xipioion. Nay niore^ 
thece are cirquntstsw^es in this mysterious 
transaction, which. Jit is difficult,.to explain 
bj .any other means ; supposing it to be 
true (as it is positively asserted by th^ 
partisansvof Zujdc) that he had cosfiden- 
fialjy declared to Stussi his intention or 
iKqneathing to his wife Elizabeth the 
greater part of his domfins, with the er- 
j>rew mjunctim U f^^atnt to the redtmptioa 
..... - . »/ 
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»f Wmitok. About die mae tim« Iw is o^a r^ 
said to iave iwpw^ to some of Redi J'^*'' 
iqg's fiieadi his deuguof leaYing ;T«gge«H 
burg tad t74na«h to Ibe lipHKof Kaaditv 
^ith am mjimctioDc )o oujttvate th«t Aiedd^ 
ship ill SchwaitB in |tiefei»w^ to> tbat of 
Zuric* 

It 1r^ eyidknily tke policy of t^. wi- 
dowed counfesf^ hiiM^ri fio givio Vabdity 
to ha -claims to conoUiato ttie good^U 
of.aU tbeneigfaboutirig statm ; aod as tlte 
preponderance of Zudc secmtd to pco- 
nme the most efi^tual suppott, slie na- 
tnxaU^ conrbed if s vilionce withpartietdar 
eaiia t oSeaag U^ snnendec not only Wmn 
deck witJ>*U it's dependeneiea) but.tt» 
towa ^ Usoach jilc«wise,- aBd..4etsiidi 
other places in the Gaster. This advan- 
tageous proposal was highly gratifying Jto 
the senate, who dreading the mutab'ditjr 
of a fianale nindi iuued iimMists ovisa. 
to their troops to tako powMtiOD of th« 
territoiiei ip qufeStioli. 
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14 ' ■' tflSTftlH^ btUKfl 

ettAP. • Tfc&citizensof UshaCh, hbiveWeiiatrcHig- 
[;.ly tihctwred with tlveprevaHing spirit of 
the tiraes,*^ 'and finding i^mohitMncei in- 
^{ecvtial, peremptofily yeAised to Mikaow- 
ledge the: authority of any' sorere^, till 
the ri^ts of succtsftipn were xtvin^ clearly 
ascertaioed. ' 

Meatiwhile the^dukfc of Austria^' being 
reC(MQiciled to <the •Jrhnrdi andiher avowed 
chairipion Sigismuhd, signiOjed ibis inten- 
tion 'of : redeeming those fiefs, wtiich his 
necessities' had compelled, him to mortgiage 
to the cdunt of rToggenburg. Among 
these iwas; the county of'Sarguis. Awam 
that no^'govemmeat iKsooppzesmTieas that 
ef-aireC atate^tbward'iher o61odie9,'f the 
inhabitants i«v^oced the Hretieit satisfac- 
■.....'■■ -> y..:: : •: . ■ ,' : . \ ■■.'■\ tion 

* Tbe arbitriit7 disposal of subjects &as become so 
fimionable iii 'modem times;' that 'we carinot omit recom* 
VMiijclit^ to our reader'% ^nual fktr rndterly ptititioo of 
^cititons.:4f Anqmch to.iAe.iiqg of Prusaie, on being 
abandoned to France, in 180C^ for th^ sake of poUtfcat 
txpedienci/. 

■\ Mr. Hume, in bi» third Essay, produces a varie^ of 
CTtniBples in support oP'tliis opinion, which are selected 
witb.his usual diWeioment. But wh; need «e have re* 
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tion an Fetaroing again under thdr pristine ^^i^f'' 
yoke. ' : ^^ 

With a view of securing so powerftii an' 
advocate,: the countess consented to tlv^ 
]Hnpc»^l, and even voluntarily oflerieid' to 
restore all die pther tenvtoties- which ^ had 
been granted' to her tlejseased lord by ti» 
jsouncil (»^ Constance; in renrard of hJA 
treacherjR toward the duke iJf 'Austria.* 

cDuiW'to muent .hisloi;,' wben ^e tMoais of vaOitTm' 
EuEopei afford so striking a o^nfinniUun of ifai) ai^lao-^ 
choly tcttdif By the despqticmler of Denmark, it,teniii-; 
nation has been put to that execrable traffic, m. humifi 
blood, which so long existed -to the disgrace and it^ur; of 
dte clwistian nsme ; while spscnlHtioUa 6( trade inJiieed-*' 
British pttHiameiit deliWaiely A) nifctioa' tUs atfocioar 
conunerce, though previously .re[i^ated by a.^g^neTat 
bunt of indignation, when th^ feeUngs of hMmani^ were, 
permitted to operate. Since wiitin^ th^ above t^e ple^ 
has been redeemed, and 1 feel liappyia an oppoiiilnijjr' 
ofiofferiBgmy hnmhle tribirt«l of ^litude aHd adn^iratiotl'' 
t^ Utose miinatets, who rescued iny IcqvpJxy ffoitt n. ^^.ic 
stain, and proved tp theworid that atnid<tti&h£/kidjcen«a: 
of rapine and slaughter whidi desolate the fiarlb^'lhere e^usts 
a ^ot where tlw filaidis o^unugi^ are still regpe'^Al. ' 

> * Pddkiivb; Wewfi, ihe Bhnstbai^^ni M^rt^ oT thtf' 
Caster. . t*i.. T. . '■' 

J&QCouraged 
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catK >fiM(|u«ge<i bji ben IjlieniiiloF audi Iwr 
3J2!* perplexities, many of her vassals entectala- 
«d: llDlWJ oi Ktcdf/mng tjje Wwsiejf qf in- 
iofeaiemt. Bat &oibi » bli»d. roJMBOe 
on th««iins>illiMt«<i o£ fortune, they isiaptetl 
iteanifinmtystoniKrf'i'esi^BCBi andmce 
tfatrefare disap)M»itt«d »£ theiF iridMft , 

'\Vtale.-«n»e of ,the. ce<)ed prosrinDcs ce^; 
lebrated tile retun of an AueiriaD pne&cl: 
with festivities, others beheld the change 
Miiih lew ntisfaction, and insisted apoBi & 
confiiBWtion of theip' aoei«irtr privileges, 
befbre they took the oath of allegianee. 
Xt coiuM hardly be e^pfected that ^ny mal;t^ 
cittesMd to 8, tlwQite vovJd. baiw«% listen 
ts.suob a propatalL The dake therefoie 
attempted to ehjde the request by inde- 
finite promises ; btit pcrceiying that no- 
tjiiog sbQi^'ojT absolute compUanqe would. 
Sftliflfy tliQ' petitioners, be gave way to 
the natural ioapetoosity of his temper, and 
Sfiiidhiiis the* innocent and^ the gtrilty in 
one general proscriptiop, r^hly,swoJ:e to 
withdraw the blessings of his princely 
fmo»ri ^nA te;abw>d«a tima foi«Tetto 
theitf»te. 
:. ; ;^^. '. Recollecting 
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Recollecting however tlipt wluit.|»:Te; <!/.-' 
garded as the severMt'ptHiulimettt; icii^t^Tr,47, 
be* viewed by hia. subjects in'a. •dilhreil^i.^v^ 
light, be shortly al^eneard ooaoloibE^tib . 
treaty i»Uh the coust of-WeBdehbriru^^rijy! 
wbicfa.tbe inhabitaiita ot the lebvUliius 
districts were agaia trflmsfetrsd^tor bn^tker 
master. ; ~. ■ -. 

To be bartered, like beasts o£ bnrdsi^ 
vithout their OTm consent, wavatsnicUff 
itity at which the glorious example iof r^ 
pubUcan Melvetia bad taught the> BaUrcir 
to revolt Every generous feeling of tiie 
human nciind ivas called into action, and 
ins'piivd the unshaken detcirminatsoa fgi' 
resist.' ■ . ■ ■ "' 

. TiQ the forest^cantons, as the most 2^^ 
'bus, (^lampjofns of liberty, they would have 
naturally appealed for assistance ; Imt un^ 
forton^telyj the count of Werdenberg if.as 
a corbuigfaer of Sohveitz, and it was an. 
mvariable principle of Helvetio p9i^y to 
pM&T Uifi mterests of Aq- ally tQOvei^ o^Mt 
consideration. Under- these ciroumsA&nee^ 
Zuffic affoided ' tfae i^y prospect : q^ : efn 
fectu^d support!; and a v*titu»i was in 

VOL. III. C conse- 
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CHAP.conso^uepce presented to. the senate, 
S^ highly dwciiptive of their -distress, and im- 
ploria^ in the ^aosC a&ctiiig terms the 
. ODidpflMsioD of a people, to whom expe- 
rience had taught die' vahie of freedom. 
; Hov iar.tbe feelings of humanity -were 
lik^j. Jta : opecate on the decisions of a 
commercial state, we leave the. reader tO: 
decide ; but backed by the su^estions of 
iiftCTCst, ha" claims were ur^ed with ir- 
resistible force. In the protection afforded 
to the supplicants^ Stussi discovered a fresh, 
motive for. interfering in tiie succession <>f 
To^icnburg. ; as he anticipated thence an 
accession of stcengthj which could not iail 
to estabUsh the ascendancy of Zuric in the 
federal league. : He therefore supported 
tha p^tioners "ifith all. his eloq^ettoe, and' 
thus secured -thfiirsaocess. 
; lliis dc^ociation > was so- artfully cdn- 
ddcted, that ihcother ciontons entertained 
no suspicions of it's ^e^teace, till it was 
braug^to it's completion. But no soever 
was the tian$actioa'niade.public, thaa it 
excited a geoeral cofnmotion throughout 
tfa^JHclretii:. states, .by ^hom it was Te- 
-,. :. J w ■ .gardcd 
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gaitled as a maaifest infractiod of theCHAP.' 
coristitutidDal bond. Among 'the com^i^^^ 
plainants none were so violent asiSbhweitd 
and Qiimii. though -at' first they confined' 
themaelv^ to mmondtrahdes. Finding' 
their KtpMsetatatlMiDS' however treated with 
neglect, they rcsotr^d to- ;profit by the ex- 
atnphi'ofZbiiciandSistiteanAtleiitialageets 
to ofiiir their fraDti^ 'and' WHiance to 
the inhabitants' bl^'TciggfenbilrgiaKd ''the' 
Gtateii'.lfSlfst!Biit:^n'>viaa 'xceompanied 
i«itU.a>-,miiknfatto,'i:G«))l>ng! forih, :" thaic if 
«aa'dviAaAlyith«ibmntiowbf ihedeBeasled' 
condt ioi'iiaiieotstatalisbeftia oniiih iaidiilar 
to. th^, oafllich>iihg^iAo«ti1iV«[A)itdJ| 9had.* 
iu>lihitititaewll£nt.iiiattitiii«»it0ti)fr«se^jfl>j 
edIb7tUi'<baM't>tateatlt.'A>Kfjit()|^i^ygii 
aiota \«tK ictp^tjitaidtcMtigAiih'aimeasefe.- 
to'ii'hhiliabsnn^vtoewBiv p(m>ilM»ly lii^k 
dined. The iefuIiet'Himv-evmyi>\itmit' 
nxeivcd ' mlAi nspelt laviS, Md fhsif d^rs 
aa:epted:Wilt|:>tbt.''«te9tl '«ntUtl^!«tic' gril'' 
titade. ■<> Uyln o* m-idi )oi;-'i ; ,■:■ 
Few etaiSlfpdttto.'luvg^ Jp»oV(0 rrtore in- 
jurious to the interests of Zuric, 'vvhich 
Vas thus not only tvt ott from alt inter' 
CSL course 
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cHiA-v. course' with Sarins, but deprived likewise 
:a free aominunicaiioii Iwjtkjltaly^' 
Alaraaiid: at the senous: aspect of affair^' 
the acsate<()f 'Bem^ thou^jitJ prodtet.lo: 
ietetpost; aad liy?theii.,powerful iinedMH: 
tittft the/ stjengtbpiinuadsd.ixitk {parties 
tojisteo Wovcrturesof ptea& Aicoqgtes*. 
ifM HI corasQliense ap^owted JS ia«dt 9t. 
IJiceojSi. inhere defegjiokftoift cpetyijaubr 
ton :w«)». ihyitedtijjaffiend.* i , ^.I'l . , 
b'£!e«)iw>3 alike of iCcatocalaDgltheiisnal' 
rfLpt^vfis,"apd!o£^i'aiiig.a[>^iM6riio£>aaDd0iir^ 

sfitttii their alBwt ikbiL-loodefhnd Uieirj 
cgMe pt the{»|if nmchii^idielijiAe ^iubisii 
Bs<iiflg<tthe'¥Qi««iiit«iBii4..3!be»iA:piitit8»i 
ii«B)^diatc8gf iUjwil . tlje8lwlti>bl,»:delite^afl la 
long, :mfmanA[it»>-)ihm)Mesift!a s«fo ttei; 
Q^F caqlQQ9t| wfaiV^safevit&.inedialtaBl be-'i 
t^tSfD thetir r^spestivtbtbU^ orl'l' .li; iIj 

;;^tb*ifart4f JSiiric i*3q»«i^Bd( '6113*1 
tliej!oUs)i5«|slljtfes ifetetidreilliUits. jirpjddi 
equally prompt them to adopt suchnican' 
sures, as.^fsveillil^tiitalaiitlsiiaiiaiit 

SL-- : --ri V, .:. . :.i g!,J .. ■.-. 

'^l'-i>v. .^1 the 
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the dtiibkion of Austria, 'ahd 'to pfrevent ^^\^' 
her from recovering any patf of ^^Rose ter- 
, ritorfieiij which distress hail Competed her 
toalfeiAit^. This maxim, the'/matrttitinf^l; 
tad'-betn invariably regarded 'asns'para^ 
mount principle by their most eolight6iie*l 
etatcsnfe^". Imjirfessed wHh' tW 'necessity 
of kefepiiig^ their hereditaty foe at a- dis- 
tance from the frontier of liberty, they had 
taken possession of tlie town of Kyburg, 
and solicited the rederiiption of AVesen, 
Wirideck, and the Gaster. To this request; 
they asserted, the coUfit of Toggenbni-g 
had consented ; though from motives, witb 
which they were unacquainted, he warmly 
(xmjured them to 31efer the execution of 
the treaty, till after his death." They far- 
ther contended, " that the most intimate 
friendship had subsisted between them and 
the deceased count. Nor were the con- 
ditions of their alliance eithet secret, or 
conf6ned to his natural life; they extend- 
ed, likewise, to his heirs.* Inconsequence 
of fliis fetter clause, tbey had repeatedly 

• BulliDger, Rhan. 

' . C 3 entreated 

' . n,<i,-=-ii,Gi:K.)^le 



23 HISTORY OP THE 

CHAP. entreated him to designate tBeif future cp- 

L^'v-'O burgher »nd ally ; a request, which he long 

evaded under different pretexts, till fereing 

pressed in more urgent terms, he at length 

condescended to satisfy their imjp&tieace 

. by naming. Elizabeth." 

From that moment they regarded her as 
the heiress of To^enburg, and applied to 
her, after her husband's death, for the re» 
demption of those mortgages, which he 
had promised to release. With her beha- 
viour, during the whole negociation, they 
professed themselves perfectly satisfied*, as 
it bad been regulated by the strictest rules 
of probity, and was precisely conformable ' 
to the intentions of (heir late illtistrious 
friend, 

Such, they admitted to have been the 
state of the' negociation, when ^n unex- 
pected obstiiple arose in a quarter, where 
' they were least prepared, to encounter dif- 
ficulties. The conduct pf Schwcitz aiid 
plaris, upon this occa-sion, was hot lesere- 
pugnan): to the principles of justice, t^n 
■ it was irreconcileable with the characteif of 
ftn ally. 
, . The 
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The pppositioa, 'which they fiadeocami-CHAP. 
teFed,,was ak)ne' sufficient to. have can*,^J^ 
celled eve?/ former tie ; but so ardent vras 
tb^ir desire of preserving peace, that thejr 
were still not unwiHing to hold the ceded 
territory in common with. ScfaweitE,\pror 
vided their rivals would consenit to act with 
equal generosity. . For it would be -dero* 
gatory from their dignity as an inde^aen* 
dept people, were they to agree to 0ie 
partition now proposed, ^ so long as tfao 
&ihweitzers kept possession of the qianth, 
whif^ copstitut^ .a part of the same inhsr 
ritance," 

They farther ^ser^, " that a propifial 
to thjlse^^t had. bean actually mode: but 
instead of i^roiog auch an an<iwer as (be 
liberality of th^ offef deserved, their oppo* 
nents had ;ent)9niis8aries into thci Q^ilanil 
for.tjie .<o(i«*Ss pu»j)()se of seducingithe n»i 
tives, from their . 4vie allegiance. < , Uodec 
these circwm^taoc^ nothing remaimd exr 
cepf to a^pi^y to the couq^s for rednts; 
who had not only exerted her ip^uence vk 
their behalf, bi^t generousjy offered to ceda 
to the, fenublip tj^ town of Usoacbi as a 
. , . C 4 compen* 
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e^AJ. conpensatittn fbt ifU tbtir losses^ This 
, trait; wds ao footer concluded, than it 
wm aotifled-to th« magistrates of Schweit^, 
in {hn.tiAnMmae that they vould s^mpa* 
tbJM in aA eveAt cofttritnlting so essentially 
to tbs hapipihess and security <)f a co* 
Mtat«. But of this ftimdly Cdmmuuica-- 
tlon h6 notice had been tak«n, nor was it 
pRtdoctire of any salutary result. Oh th« 
csktMry, tteir ag«nts had been interrupted 
in the execBtion of their duty, while by 
malkslbas calnttinies a spirit of disaffectioh 
w»b secretly excited in rarious districts 
' subject to the jurisdiction of Zuric." 

Having thus finished the ststteiMnt of 
, th*ir grtewnces, tfccy a{)p*aled tohea**ii 
tiia-rii«ir al)let for ifedHMs; iXcliirfvg, in 
the mast emphatieal tehns, thKl •' if '«*(» 
MiU'lbek eanMst wisli to settle tlie dispu'hi 
by aaUcatite means, as they eonld not Cdfi- 
t»«j)late without horvor th* cons^aentes 
«t a »Hjftffii*7 *Wch inurt necessarily de-' 
l*6--.t»ifeilfciiaiil plains of litWetia' ifllh 

»■ RotnthH hasty outlirie, it seems eVidCni 
ftnt-th&TOBduet: bf (he count orToggeh- 
■■ • -■ •*• ' bui^ 
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buig toTCatd tho fepabHc of'Zthic hado^* 
been by no means consistent wUh candout 
and ftinoetity^ Yet befot« wettibttire to 
fotm a hatty conclusion, it4» but flui' to 
IJsliea to tbe opposite partfy, by whom hit 
memory vaa vindicated as-^oUow9t 

• Had the Znticlters" replied Redinf, 
** been so scrupulously attentive to the 
Mlfere of their allies as their delegnc 
w'oidd ^ish fro insinoate, they woald.r^joice 
at the acquisitions which we have re* 
cently made, instead of beholding ourpcM- 
perity with envy * ; since to the confede- 
rates in geneml it inust be a considemtion 
of perfect indiffiarenoe, whether the aggte* 
gate mass of Ifelvetic power be angmented 
by the slgt^Adisethent of Schweite, or by 
8iat of Zaritj 

Oar adi»e*9«rie» boast mutbof thecamit 
Ht !P6gge»barg'> partiality toward ttei^ 
safes'; 'Bat be was oodHe<«ed witt US'ky 
SMWf'iieS'. -A'nd, if it'beaNowabie.tO «»• 
titrate 'the. seMiments jif meii ffoln thtit 
actioiU', Ve ttay-lwiiesHy kifbr'tllftt-lrisal* 

'■■"• ■■ 'IfsiMWS.Stedto.lVebMt. ' -' ■' . 
* . fection 
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CHAP, fectioo fo^ ne ya» sincere, from hu spleiKJid 

^211/ donation.of the March. 

,The nomination of his widow, as the 
future corburgheress of Zuilc (erea could 
thait fact be satisfactorily established), is 
by no means a convincing proof that it 
was his intention to constitute her jo/e 
heire» of all his domahu. On the con- 
trary, it seems highly probable that he 
meant only to bequeath to her a party by 
way of .dowry, in order that the whole 
. might ultimately . centre in the natural 
heirs. 

Upon her husband's demise, the coun- 
tess threw herself on the protection of Zu- 
ric, entrusting the tpanagement of ber 
most momentous concerns to the avowed 
partisans of that ambitious republic. By 
their artificcf | she was induced to subscribe 
to the oetsion of Usnach ; hoping thus to 
secure the favour of a Ten»l ally, by whose 
power she would be enabled to maintain 
possession of all her usurpations, to the ex- 
elusion of the legal successors. But, for* 
tunately, the attachment of a faithful peo- 
ple to their ancient govermnent bad been 
, . proof' 
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proc^ Against every seductioa; M^d ^ycB^v. 
had Accordkigly refu^ to acknowledge t^ ^^^ 
supremacy of Any sovereign, tiU«HiR$^o^'4 
10the authority of }aw. . i 

Neither threats nor piomis^ ha^ l,:^n 
spared to overcom^e the^,,iiiconyeDieiKt 
scoiplcs: but All were imav^ling. Th/e 
itd«)ity of the^|Btives remainpd muhakeo ; 
for to fulfil ^9 will of a beloved master, 
was to them the most sacred of duties. 

Alarmed at the preparations going foi^ 
wand at 2uric, which the senate qo longer 
attempted to conceal, the people of Tog* 
genburg and Usnach had sent repeated 
deputations to Schweitz; requestipg^ m 
conformity to the intentions of the late 
count, to be received as allies. A prayer 
so equitable could not be heard w^th in- 
difference by men whose hearts were nof 
'callous to the blessings of freedom or the 
feelings of humanity. But, in ofder to 
givie gr^ate]- effect Jo, their interferen(^ 
and at.the s^me time to manifest the spirit 
of i^^^eration wbjqh had ii>var^ably dt" 
rected their, councils, they, had propose^ 
to tjieir alli^ pf.QJ^iris to become parties 

in 
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*:flAp.ia'£he-te&go&; which, with the ffltpreWap- 
^'^'J^'^obation ofthe duke of Austria, :*a9ei- 
' -itaSidf'to aXt the inhabitants of theGasCier. 
From this simple narrative, a'd^ded tlp^, 
it wift be easy to, determine, Nthethtr we 
^Te vitiated tiie -cdnditions of 'the WtU 
TCtic bond. We are ready to-adi^t; tJiat 
•ire received into our alUacAe the va'Qftals of 
Toggehburg! But has not the senate' of 
Zuric done the same? And none si^Jy 
^iU dare to aflinn» that it is criminal in us 
to affotd protection to oar alUss, merely 
1>ecause they are situated on 'the confines 
of Zuric ; or pretend that we are bound 
to respect the deed of Elizabeth as.con^ 
elusive, when we have every reason to 
think that, irt executing it, ^he acted iudi- 
rect contradiction to the will of her de- 
ceased lord. 
It now remains for our allies to decide 
/ "respecting the legality o{ our claims. We 
ibaice iio ostentatious boas£ of generosity, 
as «ur rivals have ^ope, althdngh we pro- 
jposed to divide the neWly-aciquired terri- 
tory with the canton of Claris; and even 
now are ready to exttnti the offer to the 
"5 whole 
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vl»l» -confederacy, prorided Zutic wUliiet'ciiAPr 
with equsd. liberality." ■ • ' f.^^ 

Such vtre the aFgnntedtt employed OQ 
both aides. We have Isld them before thp, 
reader with the nfmrnt impartiidity, Bad- 
leave- h>i?i to draw his. o\vn conchisioQs. . 
. Yet notwithstanding the favourable turn 
w^cfa the coBte>t bad apparently t^keq, 
it.sQoa becanie evident, that stQ bene^ial 
results could be expected from -the inter- 
ference of, the other eautont. fhehwghfy., 
sasi of Stiw disdaioed concession; while 
Reditig wst too fbelitigly alive totiie glpry ; 
and interests of his canntryj to suffer the 
imolgilce of wealth to triumph witbimpu-'' 
nity. - Hence the- prospect ofiaTeconci- 
liatieot became ei^ery day snore remot4f, 
Insteadi»f suggeitiBg expedients for/ the- 
restoraUoa of peace, the nval -deputies 
soarcKly eiosr diet . -without : indulging .in 
gross and acrimonious invectives. So vi- 
talent iodeed was their animosity, that the - 
congress found it expedient to suspend all 
personal communication between ' them, 
and to direct them to continue the negp-. 
elation with the . pen. Thi? expedient), 
liowever, 
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CHAp.'hiOwfever, proved of liltle service, as tba 
^'samQ hostile spirit pervaded their memd- 
rials, which had before embittered thtiir ha- 
rangues. Thejudgfes,* not withstand iitg, 
persevered with exenipiary patience iq 
their arduous task, and at length catne to 
the following ' decifeion : ** That Usnach 
should be restored to the countess of Tog- 
genburg, to remain under her jurisdiction, 
till the right of inheritance could be" as- 
certained. That the alliance between the 
cstnton of Schweitz and the people of Tog- 
gehburg and Usnach should b« catified, a^<- 
there was every reason td believe tbarilfj 
had been sanctioned by Ffeddric bttfixe' 
his death ; but, as no- documents could bei 
produced to establish the preten^ons of! 
Claris, they must of coune be deemed int-^ 
admissible. That the treaty betveed Gla-t 
ris and Schwmta and '■ the inhabitants of thei 
Gaster having been concluded with the 
permission of the duke of Austria, must 

, * They were nineteen io aamber, ind clioteo from ^e 

different cantons in tbe followii^ proportions : from 
Serne, Luceroe, and Unterwalden four; from Uri three j 
and from 2j^ and Soteure two eacb. 

be 
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be r^arded as valid. And, lastly, that no c ha p. 
indemnification could justly be demanded ^L^_ 
by the senate of Zuric for tiie loss of Us- 
nacfa, as their claims were unsupported by 
facts*. 

This sentence was no sooner promulgated, 
than Stussi and his coUeagocs expressed 
their dissatisfaction in loud complaints, arid 
even Tentured to^acc^ose the arbiters of 
corruption and. partiality; It must indeed 
be admitted, in justification of their con- 
duct, that eVery thing bad turned out di- 
rectly contrary to tiieir expectations. And 
Tthat was perhaps still more' mortifying to 
. the vanity of tlie deputies, the triumph of 
tbeit opponents was hailed with universal 
py. It il^ scanaely -po^ible, 'however, to 
mistake the cause of this geneval dcrelic- ' 
tion. A oooamercial naUtxi is almost al- 
ways atr. object of . ei^y to sunoutidii^ 
states.- MflB bear with tolerable patience' 
the pret^nsioos of •fairdp: but the insol«ni;!e 
of weaMi is iBau{^pormb4e. 

Hithearto^: ire have consUlered the conse- 

quences 
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CB AP. qpei»ce9 of Frederic's death* as tliey afiected 
" J the ioterests.Qf *he Helvetic league It is 
tifne to examine them in BiM>dier point of 
vi^v, 304 tp raquire what efiects they pro- 
duced upon the minds of his nearest rel»> 
tiftns, ^' 

These, inunediately alter ,fais decease, as^ 
sfoibled to arran'^ a* plan for their Aitnre 
conduct. The equal JBteoest, which they 
aJI^had in defeating £lieabgth's ciaims, in- 
duced them for a while .to '5ui^>end their 
private anuooontlea. ^n>ey did not, indeed^ 
oppqse hw retaii)iii^ the whole succession 
bj way of dowry,, but p<n^tive1y objected 
to the alienation of Usnach, as beyond the* 
cpn^petencj of a widow. After iquch aU 
tei^ation, tbo dispute was referred to arbt- 
tration,; aad ultimately determined in fk- 
Tour^f the heirs. Elizabctb^iby natum 
mitd aikd ujjambittous, might easily be mis- 
led ;.imjt|sl)e wasinoapabJc^lf -deliberately 
cqmiwtting ,an act :of ia^Hetatx.. ..Wearied' 
out with incessant csmtradiotiaui, ^abd dis- 
gusted by ihe sobdid rievs 6f thotc whan 
she once considered as her most ardent 
friends, she discoveitd that greatness, al- 
though 
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though' an object of. umrenal envy; is.at-CHAP; 
tended witiia thousand anxietrett, unknown ^^ 
in humbler stations. ' She therefore surren* 
dentd the greater part} of her posteasions to - 
the natural heir», reserving to hersdf only i 
so much as was sufficient to supply the > 
comforts of domestic life, and to answer '■ 
the calls of beuevblence*. 

Thiff reflation proved a fresh source of 
humiliation to-Zuiic; forno scfoner was the 
transfer concluded, than the &mily accq>t* 
^ the freedom«f SchweitzandGlar)si»ui - 
ceded in perpetuity to those cantons ^Aas. 
valuable territory of Csaach. 

Nor was t^his the only mortsficMiori, 
which the senate Was destined to experi- 
ence. Irritated at the ^xxitiau^ murmuro 
of a discontented peo^, thq duke of Aus- . 
tria determined to withdraw his protection, - 
frank the inhabitants of the Caster ; and ac:- : 
cordingiy.surrenderedto Sohweits and Gla* 
lisj. the whole of that inoontainoiis district, . 
together with the towns of Wesen and Win- 

,; •Tschudi, . ' ' '■ 
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cifAP.deck, by -wajr dCsccurity foP a «tim of mo- 
,]^^-iiey^ which, they coofiented to advance*. 

-gttctli a eyries of untoward event* was 
liKl&eakulated toippeasqtinestorra/wbich 
bivd been kfog gatb«fi»g fit Zuric. Fru3<- 
trefiodin all their. £aviourite Kbemea* tfa« 
senate all«)V«dth<E«(iae}ye»(o.b« conducted 
with blind precipitatioa by the idtenipcrate 
Slussi. At bia fatal inatigatidn, tbey anp- 
pUfid tbe: native* nrf SaiigSoa •with arms* 
though in open inHUtedion .against tbo^ 
dtlw of'Ausfkia. For:a& ihevComuM; oi Wen- « 
daxb^i^tkad . not yet .taken possjesfiioh oS > 
the ceded territocy> those places were stiU - 
sub^ectKhtbsJr ancleot.Diaster. ' a 

Pefceivtagi them bent upon hostilities, 
andtbatno)gQ<Mi;C€tuldJtiec:Kpected fcomn&r 
geciation^ Fredeoc ,tho>ug^t it advisable to 
prepare far.a liiptaBtej and. with tius view to 
stmagthefi.tbe- ga3Tiisfia»*mdst;^xposedi to. 
theic^tacks. BoC iftossi^ iarfmnl: being 
i]^i]iidated<iiy~theBfiaitdioatioDS,.ifliaaedi» 

•r.;'''' i.L f:-..',f '\- i:i'. ■■..' it ■ -.■ '..•:.,. .v ' 

* Tins mortage never haiii^ been redeemed, the; 
have c'onsetpKntlj* continuiid sulwict to those cantons till 
llie.pre^nt times. Planta's Uelve^c Confederacy. 

'-'""^ ^ . ately^ 
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«tBly assembled » bAdy *rf lihilitiai aAdlaJd ^SJi^' 
siege to Nidb^rg, VlJitih surreikieiiia ; Jti 'a <ftv** 
ibV' daysi - ■'" ■ ■ '■■' -' '■ ■ ■',' 

• MeaDifhile ti|ie msui^ti ifitest^d Freu^' 
denberg<. As the place'i^as strong, and 
winter was approaching, tfefe cemliiiinde^ 
dtolared his resolution' of IdefelvIUl^i^ to 
die last extreoJt}'. His sUJiatioti, hd*evef,- 
greir daily tnjOK precarious, as^ ttoO^is' tiiai& 
pouring in fnonn Euric attd theJ GriSOnS^ 
while the vigiliino»rf the bbsiegofs preiiiiitj- 
«d Ibe Austriaiis Atxd sending 1t'iiH'aiiy4& 
&o(ita; sadtaar. leihiiied at their ibenl^XecD 
states' and 'apprehensive oi^' the ^.'6i}aie's 
qjoen^es ofan liucdnditional surfeadetv^tb^ 
bcnrasmen eomp^lUd 'the g^vdrtidt' bi capk 
tidite. Eiatidvith success, $tttsijihtetbH>' ] 

edback to Zilric,' which io «ntered amidi 
the aoclaMatidriv of the poipJ>tak;e, in~ dll- , 
tlie pomp of military tiiunlp^, preceded >by 
his cafMives, l|ke i Roraaii cohi|Ue/or. ' • ' ^ 

:AII hopes of accomnodbtianibeing'at ka 
end, the duke of Aiilstna required froM the' 
other cantons ao explicit declaration 'of -^--^^ 
their Aitureint^ntions. Srom the majority 
he DeceWed ai^ulieqoirgicd prtdiise of neu-' 
Da trafttyi 
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P^MjP' tf^Jity ;.. Other? rptuToed aa ptijb^uous an- 
■ - -y ^pr ; w^ilo Z,ug and Luce,rae, with the 
characteristic integrity of Swiss re|ilicd, 
'.*. thajt ;^hey held themselve^pbliged.to con- 
forq[i,m. every respect, to the t^nor of:, the 
^lelyetiMjlt^agM^/' , ■■ , ■ 

. , ^ey^ perhftpp was the situation of Sffith 
^rUujd tnore i^Iarming. . A general spirit 
of insubordiDation by it's rapid progress 
tihrfat^ned speedily to.dyerwhelm W witb 
all. tiie horrors of civil war.. Availing tbeoi-- 
s^lveEt !of the general ctMifUsion, in ^c^gen-. 
biiu^ and rnany other districts, tbe.people 
actually shook off their ob«Uence tQ^the 
existing goremment. Under the- impalse:; 
of pese^tment, thejnhabitants of Sargans 
undertook a predatory expedition against' 
^e Austrian territory.. Neither ,was it tiU> 
s(fter.repeated remonstrance from the coun-^ 
dllotf B&le, '^t the dread.of those censures 
to which i|^orance and. supcrstitioa at-i 
t^ehed a preternatural horrw, induced them 
tp^ieturn to a seijseof their duty. . 
. ...Hostilities, ^deed,. were, suspended in 
. Ci^^equence of the award .pronounced, at 
Lii«i^me;.bu.tithe.|^de; of^Zurk; was too 
4eeply.]wounded to justifyiiny liope of per- 
5 nianent 



mahent tranquillity. Too baughty to siib- ^"H a P, 
mit, yet too weak to brave the whole con- ^^-i**^ 
fcderacy, she was equally destitute of jJru- . 
dence to disguise, and of courage to avow 
Iier resentment. Hence her actions were 
directed byn6 well-digested plan of policy. 
A'niong otiier measures, the senate took ad- 
vant^ige of the general scarcity, to prohibit 
the exportation of corn; an ordinance, 
which I'educed many of the adjacent dis- 
tricts to absolute want, aS ihey depended 
entirely on the markets of Zuric for sup- 
plies^. The neutral cantons could not be- 
hold these rash proceedings without serious 
apprehensions, and in conjunction with se- 
veral of the Suabian towns renewed their 
oiFers of mediation. To this friendly pro- 
posal the Zurickers replied, " that experi- 
ence had taught them the necessity of cau- 
tion, but that notwithstanding thb injustice 
with which they had been treated, they 
were still ready to submit all points in dis- 
pute to t^e decision of tlie emperor, and 
to abide implicitly by his aWard." Thi» 

• TscHimU, ib. 

D 3 proposition 
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CHAP. propositiopL b supposed to have been sug- 
gested by Stussi, whose popularity was 
now so ^mt, that all his opinions, bowev^ 
variable^ were received with the authority 
of laws. By affected modemtion he fljttter^ 
ed himself to rescue his country from the 
imputatipn pf obstinacy, and to throw the 
pdium pf a rupture upon the adverse party ; 
whom, he was fully persuaded no consider- 
ations wpuld induce to deviate, in a point 
pf suplf high impprtance, ^oni the f^nd%•' 
mental principles of the union. 

Though productive of no salutary in- 
sults, the negociation proved favourable tfa 
the interests pf Zuric, as it allowed tiiae 
for the senate to complete it's levies*. No 
sooner were they ready to take the field, 
than Stussi at the head of four thousstod 
pien advanced to Pfefl^con, a pl^ce situat- 
ed near the confines qf Schweit^, ^nd re- 
garded as an advantageous po^itipp. There 
learning that the eneniy had drawn out 
their, militia, with the design of resisting 
^Jiif farther progress, he dispatphed ^,r\ Pffi- 

* puUinser^ Tschifdi, 
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cer to their cnm^ with a .Uabifttsto dedap chap. 
mtory of the motives, which had ieduced J-vwi* 
his CfHintryvieil t» h«.ve recdurse to nnofi, 
^tui-Moiaaiily idvokitig the lAloli^ty to wit* 
oess tlie purity of t^ieit inben^m. The 
Schweiteen replied in the sante ton« of 
'Confideacc, though in language less aiiri- 
jaoutotts. They continued to uddi^ss their 
oji^on^^ by tlie accustomed name of eon* 
fiederatea, though Stussi \»94 f>V^pusely omit* 
ted that endearing titl^^ 

Nt^ociations • were stHl carrying ott, 
through the niedsatioo of Borne, fora proj- 
iof^ationtiC the truce; but S^ssi itnpa;ti- 
ftiK for «B Opportunity of ave^ing hi* 
ooifotry and adding to liisowa reputatioi^ 
iMused every proposal to be rejected.—^ 
Havi&g dir-ected his lieatieaaBt to watch 
ii*e notioAS of the enemy ». he p^Qtrated 
Mto.the Ga«ter with the gpeater part of hiy 
troops. £ythi«2-a|)id inerement he hoped . . 
to wktorocpt aJl cotaWktBtaatiop betwe^i . 
the boatile army and their aUies» aod thus 
io ooBi^ them 4jther t» haea«l aja aption 
on unequal terms, or to surrender at dis- 
, Cietion. His plas* how^rftr,*" though com- 
J) 4 bined 

n,<jr.=^-h,Google 
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CHAP.^ined with skill, was not conducted with 
««.>^ secrecy snfHcient to elude the vigilance of 
the foe; and a skirmish in consequence 
took place between the advanced guards, 
in which the blood of Helvetia for the first 
time was shed in a civil conflict*. 

The signal for hostilities vas no sooner 
given, than the inhabitants of Toggenburg 
declared in favour of Schweitz; while the 
militia of Uri and Unterwaldcn advanced 
toward the theatre of war. These had jet 
declared for neither party J. but they hoped 
by a^martial countenance, to give additional 
weight to theiir mediation. Every meiii- 
her of the confederacy, indeed, was equfclly 
active in the cause of humanity; and bt 
length a truce was concluded tilt the en- 
suing spring, during which the Zurichers 
consented, though with maniftst reluct- 
ance, to allow the free exportation of com. 
1440. ^« various proposals, however, forgeneral 
pacification, which were made by the medi- 
ating powers during this short suspension c^ 
liOstilities,they artfttllyeluded under diflfep- 

ent 
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eat pretests. Atone ticoe.they oflFetedtore-OHAR 
far the quarrel to the award of the emperor, \. 
at another ttey preferred a general con- 
grefflj and wherever they discorered on the 
part of their advei^aries, the smallest diEF- 
position to concur in their suggestions, fresh 
objections^ vere- started, or fresh arranged 
me&tsvet&prbposed. Convinced at lengtit 
that no tergireroitioDs could l(Higef avaU* 
and that their duplicity had excited mticfa 
general dissatisfaction, they consented to 
leave the xjuestion entirely to the deci- 
sion of their cb-estates ; with a prorisa. 
" that the league with Sargans should be 
confimed, and that -in all cmnnmerotal' ar- 
rangements' they should be exempt Jtoiia 
control." 

To these stipulations the Schwmtzers re- 
fused to accede, insisting that the case in - 
point was expressly provided for by a spe- 
ci6o clause in the Hdvetic bortd, and to 
that,' and that only, , they would implicitly 
comform*. 

The cooduct of Zuric upon this occasiba* 



though 
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c H K r. though id some respects objectionable, ow* 
S^ ri^ with it vt appearance of iBodemtion, 
weU <»lenlated to disguise her real motives. 
F*C in jaot, 4ius sudden dangfe was the 
Mkult ofattifiee, not of placHbiiity. It was 
the leading object of. Stan's poHcj to 
timnr the unpopularity of the warupon his. . 
adTasaries. Henoe he studsouily aTcaded 
J^rin^ing fea-vard any prapositioiH which 
asigfat -mnove the obstades stawiding in the 
-vay cif negociation. The saitehoatile spirit 
^nrnadcd all the public tiaosaetions of tiie 
.wnate^ though their professions, wore in^ 
tended to impress the world with the most 
iavoumlaie opinion of their j nstice aad nio- 
dention. Thus, sotwitfastanding their cer 
cent engagement to open the mtirkets of 
2uri£, they suf^ected the purobasers to so 
- many restcictimis, that, they aioounted to 
' Jittle leas than an abaohite prohiUtion, 

In the late partition «f the domains of 
Frederic, Toggeninug bad fatten to the 
bouse of Raron, and was subject to the 
jaint jurisdiclica of two bmthers i who 
having arranged a judicious plan of go^ 
vernment, 'called together the principal 
^ persons 
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persons in their state^ find convnunifiatedcBAn, 
to them their resolution of abolishing ^ 
those oppressive laws respecting tl^ tratis-* 
ier of property, derived from the (incflft 
tiinty of the feudal coi;Ie ; and of est^iiyh- 
ing a more lenient and equitable systein w 
their place. Arbitrary arrests were th«n«i-f 
fdtli prohibited under the severest penal-! 
ties, and precise and .permaneBt rules- pro« 
mulgatsd for the4irection of the m^tgistrate 
in the adminifitratiiMa of justice*. It .i» 
curio«ts to contrast ithis deHghtftil. pit^un 
of philanthropy with the disastross somes 
passing on the blpody theati^ pf repuJ^icaa 
Helvetia. 

At th^ expi/atioo »f t^ truce, all intow 
course was again «>upended betweoi Zuric 
and the adjacent cantoiw. Xbds raefieitfo 
was Jieavily felt by the SchwteitjieFst whose 
crat^jjauMHit^iMS were little cakalated fot 
the cultivation of grain. Ba4 «vicr>' ptmr^ 
pect of reconciliation b^yi^g disappflaited, 
the united forces of. Sohw«tte arKi GMk 
ver9' ijijf oted if^ penetrate ittto the coaOl^ 
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crtAKof Sfti'gans, and ' after" reinstating count 
J Henry in his legal prerogatives, to give 
battle to Uie enemy, ivherever they coul(f 
be found. ' 

■ Hitherto the people of Safgans hud a* 
fected to braVe the'storm; biit finding 
themselves abandoned' by Zuric,''Upon 
whom they had relied for support, the 
leaders of the insurrection were seized with 
a sudden panic at the approach of the 4ios- 
tile array, and endeavoiired to save'them- 
selves by flight. Deprived of their chiefs,' 
the rebels threw down their arms, and at- 
tempted to atoiie for their past trabsgres- 
•sions by the most abject servility. Thus 
peace being restored to that distracted 
country, the count of Werdenberg obtain- 
ed the full enjoyment of his legitimate 
authority ; and in return for this obligation, 
immediately concluded a perpetual league 
with his benefactors. 

While both parties were seriously occu- 
' pied in preparations for the ensuing cam- 
paign, they addressed memorials to all the 
neighbouring states. But the condoct of 
Zuric had not for many years been calcu- 
' ^ ■ lated 
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kted' to^encre^^ tlieantniiiex ofh&Saoods, cHAP. 
aad aibe oow de<jply felt the cobscqiraneM ^^"■ 
of herMpresuiuptioiv.'':.'rhecuntnt-ofr|)oi>. . 
pufacnpioWD ran strongly mtkvouijiebac 
opponents ; erideotljr lew, . ho\v«««r« Aon 
paniatHyicnrM'd Aem^ (ban ftogi egvylaBd'. 
j«alolU!|[i excited by faenelf.. • , , . 

Hbe Cfntoba .of. Uriiaod UliterniaU«ir 
vem: the firetjt(» arixu .and.tlieil: bbkwri^asi 
steady' displayed, befom )rar'.had Iteeui 
sandtioD^.by a;public dMsee.Mfl -ri]AatiBg« 
was, .at-!kngthy'.jCDnvjmed, for thfrj<faci^*4i 
ofritbis-amfionC^iit! qqeiliioB. iUereviho*^ 
a< ^[teAt; inajqntj>i a^)eared! ib.-.faeliitf a(^ 
Scl>T!ate,LOie]paitilaDB bf^Etuifcsnn &■/ 
more nutsfirous: tban couldibore heeii^4 
Itected;.fiBdiiig thansdlvesiiikabletbdmiiBir, 
to.earpy their poioC 1^ the iu|ual^iiif)deB nil 
jfibate» they attempteitosiJobcaitlHU oipli 
ponents hy, violence aa^.iiiutecienr. -Jwe 
dignant to observe tlut iAeir: BtSHta^ian 
vast }>keiy to.succeed, .Werner deiifirjumii 
the standard-bearer sjf JJri, stwtifidi Mint 
hi? seat, reared the natieWJi hQn^«j.(jiai 
the midfet of his astonished countrymen, 
and with all the enthusiasm of patriotism 
XQlaio^ed; 
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OHAP. eiclkiiiied;! '■ lieavsnfoiiti^l that lalUrald 
"/ ewf faeBr4hu>s«et«d symbol of lib«ty ia 
4e^iiae of^meny Whose dfsobedi^ce' i)» 
otiiiKshed la\ni ttto'^en rise to k^uuMx 
taral n wttt" I'ite toOiMaiuHng Mergjr; oF 
lualanguagBr his ' high dbanurtet' of iite- 
grity» the dignity -of ' jkis. btoiiaD, aiiid' 'Uie 
nnssnce diie 1o hitigtaad esiperiahke, 
iatparied t» fiisieatiDiSBlya'preteniiatanil 
fi>KeL With a spotltindoiK idpuli^ the. 
aaMtoUy 'unanimously oried otkt^:' ^^i^Skm 
bannetof Vn shall never b«iklqtMk*i, eiw 
ot^'inlbc eaiiseaf jiUtiqs K 'J9ieiai;ireialibfa 
vas irfu^etsal^ tbecrydBcifltV^vand atheiald 
wal imaKdial«lyide>patdie<)to<he.««inp'at^ 
PfcfieoD with a declaratidu of war**: 
.:^OM-forca>iof KoricHariginaHy aibobatedi 
ft six thotua|id aiei^' ttut upos^l<>(tt>»lng' 
tfa» hostile inteotk*»' pf Uri, ttey wera 
Miaed intbaabliciMsteritation, (hat gfeat- 
u uu ttoia 'de»e»«td ift' the'-niglifa This i>eo- 
dond rtheib position .«[nt«nabld ; and tho 
jUlnarilig wiMnJngi i»fiefc-lh6 allies sent oat 
■ |««Vfrf fight-anhed trtiops to 'reeoi*- 

./-•., • TKlMdi. . , . ,1 
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noitre tbd coun|ry, they learned with tigree^ c h ap. 
ab)e'«urpnse that the heights were abaA- \^^^ 
doneA* At fint, h<»^ver, th^ qu«eiCio«ed 
the vecacntjr'of tbersport* taxA iwhen t|ie 
^t was GOi^iined by additioBal testltno^ 
»y, smpcbtlng it ta b«m stratagem, they 
for wmie tiase hesitated tot advance. Tdl 
ham^ j6iiwd by reinforcecocats fipm Lu- 
cerne* Zuga 3od Berne, whiohi h^ reooMl^ 
declared in their favour, thejr nesid«ed|to 
avail thetmelvea of the general ptanic, and 
hy siege to 2uric. With this viiew tbe 
tffoops of Schn^ilB and GlarisLtotfae iMim<* 
berof t^o thoosand, took p96t at Ktleb* 
berg. The Berners, in' equal Ibrce, en- 
camped at Addtswyly etn tlteSU. TweivQ 
hundred Lucerners were &t&rtion«d at ^ub^ 
ficon, while the gallant moufitalineers frooi 
Uri, Zug, and UoterWatden» posseued 
diemselve» of the free bailiwicks between 
Mount Atbis and the Reuss. Wherever 
they came^ they found the villages fop* 
»al!en ; the itihabitonts having sought sbel 
ter, Vitb aH t^ieir moveaMe -property, with^ 
in t^e wttti^fl^ the eapitftl. By this sud^ 
den influit of people^ an apprehemioR of 
llamine 
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CHAP, fi^jninp it;a» cie»ted, which added greatljr 

x^tp ihe general calamity. Awere of, the 

fOBsequences that must inevitably attend, 

a j>rotracted. siege, tt^ 9»iAte was reducjed 

to. the cruel nec^ty of enjoining the ja- 

habitants of the country ,withput-disun€tio» 

pf age or^ex, to. return to their a»tiveb(Hii««. 

On.the^ronoulgatiDn ofthisftdict, tbepea^ 

sanity crowded. . round the senate hoine, 

iiBj:donng:Compas^on iri.the moat affecting 

teamaiandwheoafterlpn^andfruitlesisaob- 

eitations they were , forqiblyi compelled -to 

depart, every, step whicb'.ti»ey.took, conf 

ditcted them, .in:laiBgiaatioiif /to the graven 

.: Released front this heavy incumbrance, 

theeenate began anxiously t^. prepare for> 

tbe defencp.of.^ city. All the provisions 

^at «>uld be. collected were ordered to be 

deported in thei public granarie?^ whence 

they w^pe r«-deUv^i«d \^i th a sparing hand ; 

the citizens enrolled under different leaders, 

were instructed in the, use pf artillery ; and 

armed vessels wecei^tatipn^ qa tjie lake,^ 

tojdefend the ^lel^th of t|ieha.i:boMr.: These 

boats .greatly apia9>;]^d thf uuli|3^;,uf L^p 

ver^^,. who wer^ep^mpjed, witlu^ W^^\ ^ 
■ ■ . - ^^^^ 
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tlieir guns. As it vsa impossible to silence c h Ah 
tbem, the besiegers revenged themselves by '^v"- 
^aiiousaot»offlrueHy,4ecliiring their resolu* 
tiott, foreverj shottbst was fired, to bum 
aiwuse. This menaceiwas productive of tfa^ 
desired.ejTeetiSiooe it alienated the miftd; 
of the oommon people*, ^bo now reganded 
themselves a» abandon^ i>y <M> unfeeling 
government to inevitabk destfuctioo*. 

As the senatfi had «oncentcated alltheit 
forces for the defence of the t^apital. tlifl 
(iountry was left epen to Invgaion.. Taking 
advantage of. it's: ujigaartleid state, Potet 
de Rta^n entered tbnf SUgan at the bead' ' 
of a nuifiteccKifi column, where he met witdA 
little resistance ; while Henrjr of Warden- 
berg advanced to the gat^s of Grwmogeoi 
laying waste the count^'y witlt fire «a«1 
sirord. ., ; , 

The Znrickers, on their part, made fre- 
qaent sallies, which obliged t^e. ei^emy t^ 
Ik continually on the a)«rt. These skir* 
mishes, though by no means decisive, were 
sQlficient to convince the aaost sanguine 

* TlckucS., 

VOL. III. £ partisans 
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CHAP, partisans ofSt\is3i, thiat no- real advantage 
CrJ^ could iiccru6 from prblracting tfie coHte^ 
The supporters oE- tlie.ivar'grew^every day 
more unpopular, latifl- the /advoc^es' of 
peace were proportioftallyBtneiigUiened. 
Among the various arguments employed 
by-the latter party, none was rbore efllca- 
cious than the opinion that 'the SchweitzerS 
would be abandoned by their aHies^ should 
they in the pride of triumph -reject a prof- 
feredtruce^* :; . . ■ 

; This last conddcratioi^ was decisive, and 
a het^ald was in <::on6equence despatched to 
ihe allied -cadip', to propose h suspension 
pf-arins: This deraand, in opposition to 
all tbfe 6chweit«er3 could urge, was imme- 
diately ^coinplied with. -The ntiittral can- 
ft>oB feterpds^d 'Jti a tonie of authority^ 
which silenced all opposition. Ilifteen 
delegates'wei*e thosWi; who met in a field 
nea't-'Zuric, ahd came to ■ the following' 
'resokitiofts^ " TlAt Schweitz and Glat 

;:*.'T^ei)bjetbiHiB'. made byZinic.to tlie.coo^utionsl 
< forms of proceeding were leas unreasonable than may be 
supposed, as Uri, Zug, and Untecwalden were decidedly 
fiieuds to their rivals. • May, 111. 
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m shoukl reQiaiii masters of th&.countrj cp.p' 
which they had conquered in- the Oberiandi xvn. 
and near the lake of Walleusta^t ; but that 
Zuric . should be, repaid a sum . of money^ 
which had been formeriy advanced to the 
inhabitants on mortgage: that Pfefficoa 
and : Wollrau, with thpir, dependencies, 
should belong in perpetuity to SchiV^eitz; 
and. finally, that 2uric should be reinstated 
in all her ancient rights and possessions, 
except Gruningen and Mashwiddeo, which 
should be ceded to Berne profofma, though 
with the express C(«diliop of being re- 
stored." 

Thus was , the sword of 
sheathed : but the seeds <?f a 
too deep to be extirpated by ' . 

negociation. On the side of Zufict at least, 
it was evidanl that necessity alone had |)ut 
a period to hostihties ; while the humjliat- • 
ing cpacessions, to which she had beep 
copstraiped to consent, still festered^in her 
bosom. Every member of her copipiu- 
nity reproached hiinself for the dastardly 
part which ,he had acted^, and panted after 
an opportunity of vindica^ogj b^ fresh %\- 
E 2 crtionj, 
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CH'^f.ertions, the sullied honour of bis country.-— 
, A spirit like this was too Congenial with 
I. the ambitious views of Stussi, to beaHowed 
to coor. Assisted by his faithful friend 
and coadjutor GraiFj, he seized every occa- 
sion of magnifying the national resources, 
and depreciating those of the enemy ; re- 
probating in the most pointed terms the 
.disgraceful treaty, to which the senate had 
been reliictaiitly constrained, by the cla- 
mours of a timorous mob; to submit. The 
equity of the award became likewise a sub- 
ject of severe animadversion, arid the par- 
tiality of the judges was artfully attributed- 
to a malignaht "spirit of envy excited by 
the superior prosperity of Zuric. It was far- 
ther insinuated that, notwithstanding their 
present degraded state, they mig^t still by 
judicious management regsiin their ori- 
ginaj and proper ascendency. These 
hints having excited a general ferment, 
the adherents of Stussi ventured next^ 
though with ' extreme caution, to sug- 
gest an alliance with Austria, as the surest 
ineans of recovering their former splendor. 
Sufch a step,' they admitted, might be rc;- 
' ; pugnant 
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.pugnant to the ptejudices of a few w«ak€HAP. 
bigots, wbo% limited uvdfr$taDdii9g» were « 
incapable of. appreciating tbe nice dwtinc- 
tions of.moral rectitude. By tbeireoemios 
also, it would undoubtedly be rfepresented 
as a flagrant dereliction nf.tfaoee prtnci^les, 
which it trad been their constant study to 
maintain. But.to men of elevated minds, 
who were abte.to eetiioate a measure under 
all it's beariagSk the qi^gtioQ would pre- 
seot itself in a i very d^erent light. They 

-would see, that circumstaacesivr^re mate* 
lially changed ; and that it was incumbent 
on public men noit to attach themselves 
with sapetstitJous reverence to established 

.systems, but to adapt t^ir condnct to the 
fluctuations of -humiih afiairs. Sueh was, 
pnecisely, their.own situation. Overwhelm- 
ed by the preasnre of untoward eJfe»t».tb«y 
were no longer, peritoitted to choose what 
was in itself essentially good, but had bera 
cODstrauned to seleot front: existiftg«vits that 
which was attended with the le^st disaji- 

-trouB fifiects. ' . - 

No sooner was the public mind thus pre- 
pared, than iiegociatiaais vwe opened with 
E 3 • the 



■ ii,Gi:H)(^Ie 



54 HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, the Austrian court. Frederic, who had 
,- lately ascended the imperial throne, was 
weak, vain, and ambitious. Impressed 
■with eitravagflnt notions of regal power, 
and delighted with an opportunity of inter- 
meddling in the domestic concerns of a 
country whose prosperity he had long be- 
held with jealousy, he issued a decree com- 
manding the Swiss to susprad all farther 
proceedings, till he had leisure to take cog- 
nisance of their affairs. To those cantons, 
who considered themselvelsas hardly treat- 
ed by the award, this injunction held out 
temptations which it required some forti- 
tude to resist; yet so sorupulously %vere 
they attached to the sacred obligation of 
' ' a promise, that they scorned to avail them- 
selves of the insidious plea : so that, not- 
withstanding the remonstrances of the im- 
^ penal commissaries, ^e award was fulfilled 
with the most punctilious integrity.* 

Hence it will be easy to infer, with what 

satisfaction the offers of Stussi were re- 

i(42. ceived at the imperial court. Though con- 

• Btdlinser, TKbudi. 

ducted 
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ducted -with the profoundest secrecy^ tbe'cWAK 
iiegociaticm did. -not long escape fie- vigi- 3^^, 
lance of- the other caiitoris^ TJnafele 'trf 
procure anj ^nlhentid documents hOweS^pf 
to substantiate tiie charge, they " proposed- 
a sblertin fene^val of the "Helvetic "bc^dy 
uhder prefttrice of confirming the ktehiippiy' 
peace. Oa^ths' arfe seldom ^Spertiti**, Ex- 
cept upon J)ersons whesie honesty requires 
DO ■ additional restrictions. The 'proposal 
was accepted without hcjsHation by th^ 
senate of '^uric^ whose conduct upon tMs 
occasicHia^rds an additional ptoofy thafc 
no forms of religion can restrain a g.oveni- 
ment, when interest temptJB them to de- 
ceive. " .• ~ - 
Meanwhile the treaty, Avith rfederifc VaS 
carried Oii with tinremletififg- activity; alid 
bad acttifally fffOceedid sty far, thafc per- 
mission was gvaiif^d^r the plenipoten^- 
ries df ^UTi« W appear 'at tlie Aii^fidh 
co»ri.*> DeHghted with their ihMsion,and 
Vain "rf thfe character with ' which tfeey were 

tf Graff and Schweodi, two citizens of distiocHcm, were 
CDuged witli this iiin'portaiit miesicHir ' 

; E4 invested, 
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CHAP.'"*?*'*^' fiey J9>wl th® emperor at Sal»- 
^^ bui^ ; but wet* tpld, lihat eogi^einents of 
a.|npi;«.iinportaAt nature mi^st. for » wltilo 
prevent dieir andiepce. TtM> indeed was 
9. severe mortifioatioa for m^iii who cojisi* 
dieted the iotenests of ft small eominercia] 
town M tile most momentous of objects* 
But reteotDMSDt gal the better of pride, 
aod tbny ivboiitted ta travel in th« in^ 
rial train to Inspru«k. When at last a4; 
»itted into his pr«s(S(>«e> they apoU>giaed 
• with abject «ervility for the invitsioQ of 
Sargana, and'offeied to pureba^fbrgiv^? 
MM by thcceiaionof Kyburg. fiedierio 
receii^d their excuses «im1 propodal&t with 
the affected condescension of a petty wind 
gratifi^ in the object of it'e £o|Me8t pur- 
suit, promiaed to cast a veil over the pa«t< 
and assored them (on ceaditiiMof their 
c<aitjaued ntboiieaan) of bis rc^al pro- 
lectidn. In a few weeks a treaty waf 
signed, by wluch the Senate of 2«ri« 
forfeited til pretensions to prol^it; and 
patriotism,* 

* bo the 17th of June, the nry dajr upop vibkh ^- 
6flk remM Hu imperial crown. 

We 
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- The importanl consequencea, which re- chak' 
suited from this fatal compact, induces us •. 
to give it to die reader, in the words of 
Tschudi:* " We Frederic III. king of the 
Romans, as'head cf the house of Austria, 
do unite ourselves vith tbe repoblic of 
2uric, covienanting tMt upon the fifst 
snmmcMis our sul^ects in SuaJm shall 
mardi to the succour of the said rciputilic^ 
pMfvided the attack be made iritiiin certftia 
timits, to be detenniaed bj a itnediawti 
through Fribtirg uid Soleune* (roiu tbe 
tourc8 of the Aar to the jvnction cf tk* 
Bliine and Birs; and proceeding tbenoc 
through the lake of Coastanoe by F«idt> 
kirch and Pludeoz over tke Orimsct «ud 
Furca, to. terminate at the point vhoce it 
eriginally commeooed," 

" The Senate of Zunc« on their part, 
ratify in the most ample manner the ces* 
sion of Kyburg; and farther agree to the 
establishment of a free commercial inter- 
course with all the Austrian states." . 

3y an additional clause it was stipulated, 

« BoekXIl. 

that 
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r HA P. that this treaty should be renewed every 

XVII. 

.-tenth year, though the omission of that 
ceremony was in no wise to affect it's va- 
lidity. 

Another article was indeed inserted, by 
which the senate ostentatiously covenanted 
for the faithful observance (rf all prior en- 
gagements, contracted by them as mem- 
bers of the Helvetic league. But it was 

' easy to foresee, that little confidence could 
be reposed in the professions of men, who 
in thus rendering themselves the depend- 
ents of Austria, infringed the pibst sacred 
of all obligations, and sacrificed every vir- 
tuous principle at the shrine of ambition. 
!%«ides, it was evident, that the articles 
of the treaty would be no sooner published, 
than they would serve as a signal for im- 
ilaediate hostitities. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Duplicity of Zuric — T/ie Emperor visits 
Switsierland — Wdr renewed — The Lilies of 
Hirzel forced — Battle of St. James, and 
Death of Stussi — Truce concluded — Con- 
gress at Baden — Hostilities recommence — 
Capture of Greijfemee — Brack surprised 
— Armagnacs — Celebrated Battle near 
Bdle — Heroism of the Swiiss — Siege _ of 
Zuric raised — Congi-ess at Constance — 
Peace. 

. AT no period in flie annals of Switzer-ciiAP. 
land, did the ambitious projects of 5Z]Ii^ 
the house of Austria appear more likely to 1443^ 
be realized. By his succession to the im- 
perial throne, the head of that powerful 
family acquired not only various preroga- 
tive in many of the cantons, but likewise 
more ani{^e powers to enforce them; and 

the 
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CHAP, the most considerable of the Helvetic 
J states, which in all former contests had 
served as a bulwark against the common 
foe, had withdrawn from the federative 
union, to throw all it's influence into the 
opposite scale. 

Hitherto the negociati'on had been so art- 
fully managed, that no particular of the im- 
portant secret had transpired. Yet the fa- 
miliar intercourse, subsisting between Zu- 
ric and the imperial court, naturally ex- 
cited a general alarm. In order to pene- 
trate the intentions of Frederic, deputies 
were sent to solicit a confirmation of those 
ancient franchises, which had been derived 
iix)m the bounty of preceding emperors. 
But their reception was by no means cal- 
culated to generate additional confidence 
in the sincerity of Zuric. For some weeks 
they w«re denied an audience, and when 
the favour was finally granted, it jwoved far 
from satbfiictory. l^ey were simply in- 
formed, in reply, * that when they had ac-. 
' knowledged Frederic sovereign of tte Ar- 
gau, he would take their petition int#<oa- 
Mderation," Unprepared fer.the discussimi 

of 
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of a subject of this magnitude, they were chap. 
dismissed with the vague assurance, ttiat it Ji^i[I; 
was tlie emperor*s intention to visit Zuricin ^ 
thecoiirseof the following summer; and that 
durioghis residence there, he would make the 
interests of Switzerland the more particular 
objects of his attention. Behaviour like 
this, contrasted with the flattering recep- 
tion which had been given to the ambas* 
sadors of .Zuric, excited a lively feeling of 
indignation throughout tlie Helvetic states, 
and induced ' them to bold a diet at Lu- 
cerne, for the consideration of public afiairs. 
Too weak at present to throw off the mask, 
Zuric also sent delegates to the diet, hoping 
thus to efface those impressions which so 
generally prevailed ip her disfavour. When 
sharply questioned respecting the ambi- 
guity of her conduct, her representatives, 
with apparent candour, replied, that the 
negociatioBswith Austria related exclusive- 
ly to commercial armogemeuts, and had no 
connectioQ whatever with the general weV- 
fere of the cqjifederacy. But they still 
persisted, with suspicious obstinacy, to 
withhold a copy, qf the treaty. AjKopo- 

5 sal ' 
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CHAP, sal ^as then made to appoint, commissioners 
xvin. from all the cantons for the express pur- 
pose of administering a fresh oath of alle- 
giance to the inhabitants of the Argau,. 
who had lately manifested symptoms of 
disaffection. The Zurickers consented, 
■without the smallest hesitation,- and nomi- 
nated their delegates accordingly. 

Frederic having now amply indulged his; 
vanity by an ostentatious progress through 
all the Suabian cities, was desirous of im- 
pressing the Swiss likewise- with an exag- 
gerated idea, of his wealth and power. 
With this view he entered Zuric at the 
head of a splendid train of nobility. But 
the hospitality ' of the "citizens, - who 
vied with each other in magnificent balls, 
and sumptuous repasts, soon taught him 
to form a more favourable opinidn of Hel- 
vetic'manners, and to estimate the advan- 
tages of commercial prosperity at a highec 
rate. Neither did he find less cause to be 
satisfied with their behaviour in other re- 
' s-pects; as the obsequious inhabitai*ts„ re- 

nouncing -their native dignity; had the' ab- 
ject coprtesy to adorn theii: caps witli pea- . 
— ■ cock'§ 
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cock's feathers,* that oQce odious symbol chap. 
of Austrian supremacy. l^vL» 

Frederic was so much delighted with his 
reception, that he determined to continue 
his journey through the other cantous. 
No sooner was his intention known, than 
a congress .was held at Zug, in order to 
consult what line of conduct it would.be 
prudent to pursue under circumstances so 
nnexpected. The enUghtoied patriot could 
not view with indifference the pageantry 
which to a progress professedly undertaken 
from mere motives of curiosity, gave an air 
<tf military triumph ; nor could a thousand 
hoise be admitted into the very he^rt of 
the country, without the adoption of more 
than Gommon precautions. It was finally 
deterniined however to entertain the illus- 
trious guest with every possible demonstra- 
tion of respect; but at the s^me lime to 
watch bis actions with the most vigilant 
attention, and above all to reject every 

* Mr. Planta relates a carious anecdote illustrative of 
the aveniion of the Swiss to every thing which could recal 
the idea of Austrian supremacy, and which was extended 
CTeatotbe peacock. L 306. 

. overtorcj 
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CHAP, overture, which was not made to tliemia 
'd their collective capacity as a federative 
commonwealth.* 

Having received an oath of atl^iauce 
from the inhabitants of Rapperswy), Fre- 
deric proceeded through Kyburg and Wia- 
terthurtoBaden^enchantedwith the double 
gratification of scenery the tno»t pictu> 
resque, and homage the most reverential. 
At Konigsfeldeo, he made his oblations at 
the shrine of Albert, who perished by the 
hand of an assassin ; prayed devoutly for 
the soul of his grandfather Leopold, wba 
fell the victim of ambition, and implored 
the protection of the rraiorseless Aguds, 
whom superstition and flattery had meta-t 
morphosed into a'saint. lu his progreas 
through the Argau, he beheld the castle (tf 
Hapsburg with a mixed feeling of plea-i 
sure and indignation. To see Uiat vene- 
table pile, once the proud abode of his xe- 
nowned progenitor, degraded by repubr 
lican owners, excited emotions too strong 

I . , * BuUinger. 
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even far habitual disaimulajtioft whoUy toCttAP. 

xvm. 
suppress. ^^ 

It would be trespasiiog tbo fax on the 
readei^s patience, minutely to deacnbc; the 
Taribus instances of prodijgaiflMtiTitj, which ■ 
eoliveped his tonr, thbi^^ detailed with la- 
horioos dalness by tte courtly writers of 
the diqr; At Beroe, Fribuilg, Gfcneva, and 
Soleure the Tudegenias of iinrbntion was 
exhausted m devising amasements for the . 
illustrious travell^i . : : Wfaateirer could gra- 
tif^ a mindrby nature vaia, andi passioBately 
addicted to.«x^ro'«^ show, was prepared to 
greet his anjnil; and. divert his attention 
from moifeserions inqusries. The natires, 
unw&qwuiited with the manneis of a. Court, 
considered a smiling countenance «s the 
unerring index of a bbnfvi^ent heart, and 
fondly persuaxled themselves that the 
auspicious motaott was at length arrived, 
whea they would be indulged to the fullest 
esteat of their petitions. Bat bpon i^ 
newing tlteir request, they discovered with 
equal surprise and disappaiotment, that in 
the mouths of kings and litHBistersi expres- 
sions of kindne!« are frequently little nlore 
I . VOL. III. F than 
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C'H'A^. thkrv uDawaniD^aDuods. UnAriliing to drive 
yjm^r^ the confederateB to despair, at a aionqeat 
whftn he felfc bii^self so entirely in their 
pDweis B^rederiC fjrdftil^ ^ded t|ieir de- 
iriand^, divsctuEig the dqputies to meet him' 
at Oithatance, irheia he pmmned to give- 
them an impjirtia} heunngv On hU arrival^ 
at that place, .haiifiDg no^lcai^ c^oue to 
diflsetnhle, he'frankly declared that, ^* afifer- 
matura delihcvatiaa, jpeihadembraoed the 
reEQJutioD never to ratify the^aots in ques- 
tion, unlets they should merit* sAiigaaVa 
£tvouT %> the cession oi .the . ArgsLu ; and 
hy piaohig every thing an the oxact footing 
ypoa which it stoad^;ali the aonduaioa oi 
^c j^jis 7feat^toruD€i"-.'VYaa aniwte sunpoBt* 
ed in iaot feaia^ pOHtiv^ Tefusal, . slnoe 'evcn^ 
iiotivd «if <sbund'pdii:y forbade Idiem to 
coinply vith a bonditibu jio:.uD«QaqDn%bl6. ' 
, Moaawh^ thti^nncka« weraig«ati$ect 
la manjn Essebtial {xiintei by the empcFor's 
mtemtqd stttnifioenoc^ I'iie cessioa of 
WiotdftburwasfqniiaUy ratified, aQ4 prov- 
ed ft aoqroe of :un|vasaal ai^uitalion. The 
lOQSti po^itovQ ajmiraiu:es were alsa given, 
tiiat tbc Su^bian troo}s, in oase of- a nip% 
. I, . ture 
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Ife with the other eant»h■s'(iM?,^!n^GeH.iP■ 
which erery day rendered more piibiiijlff SU/ 
ihould Ije reaSy to tti«ch on the shoi'ltst 
notice. With this view tfte gitrfsdfa of 
RappeiBwyl was mnforeed, and strong en- 
ttenchments were thrown up on mouot 
Hirael. Thuring de Halwyl, an' Anstriafi 
general of high reputation, being appoint- 
ed by the senate of Zuric to the chief com- 
mand, issued orde'rs for his troops to lay 
aside the white cross, the charictefietle 
effiblem of the Helretic league, and to asi- 
s«me the rod cross of Austria*. Netthe^ 
were the SehweSbiera !«« attentinttD oiea' 
SBTM of necessary precaotioa. They em-' 



* Itcvib9nfl;txoecnnr7tgQbKiT«,1tv);llicai3t9ifk 

of wexaipg crotsa, as a tnifilary disthictjon, waa introduced 
It ibe ttme at tfae Cratades. from tliat 'period, all tfae 

IbM iW<^ 4poBif». «f o»lit*ir vfMvnr,- Tka fMmh 
crou, like that of the Swiaa, waa white, tbe £n^|«^ blu9t 
ia Bavarian Jjlacjc, the Saaon ^eUow^ the ^astrian r^. 
T^s fadtioa 'continued till the beginning of* the sixteenth 
century, when aaika ven subadtnted for crvsaa. (May, 
Hinoire Mililain de I) SmmttVl- xaii) 

F a bodieii 
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CHAP, bodied thefr militia, ftpd despatched tbe^a 

^.v^ to the ^Fontters without loss of time.* 

Duripg U^s state of suspense, the neutral 
cantons were indefatigable in, their endea- 
vours for the restoration of peace. But 
the jealousies, on both sides were too deeply 
];pp^> to. admit of any mediator but the 
swqrd* The situation of Zuric was now 
matw^Uy changed, and her pride itept 
paee with herfbrtuue. Confident in the 
support of a powf r.wbose triumph must 
have given a fatal wound to freedom, she 
bade defiance to her enemies, and posi- 
tively rejected every overture toward a re- 
conciliation, except. <hi tenns of her own 
prescribing. 

As it was no longer doubtful that, in 
the event of a rupture, all the confederated 
repubUcs would unite against ber^ it was 
ihs main object of Frederic's policy to 
cbMcUiate those states, which derived im- 
ptiirtanoe /rpm their situation ; and whose 
union with the Helvetic people. Wing sob* 
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ject to certain restrictions, b^Mlo meaascHAr. 
suited the ambition of men aspiring to un- ^>^!ii; 
limited equality. With this intent he paid 
court to the Appenzellers, exhorting them 
to break a treaty, which he artfiilly repre- 
sented as in the highest degree partial and 
unjust. But his hopes were blasted by the 
following characteristic answer : . 

" The liberties of AppenseV' said. the - '" 
honest mountaineers, ** were established 
** by the aid of the federlttive cantons, 
*' «*hp generously adpiitted ns into their 
/' aUiance, when we had lu^hiag to oSet. 
" in return but our swords. Under such 
" circumstances, it could not be expected 
'* that we slwuld enjoy all tlie ri^ts of the 
*' original members, on a fix>tilig of pa-- 
'* feet equality. Tlie conditions, to which 
'' we then subscribed, are to the iul| as 
" advantageous as we w^re. entitled to 
** claim, »nd they have been productive of 
" essential benefit to our counUy, Rude 
^* and unlettered -ai %e are* «nd strangers 
" to tlie nice. diss^nuoatiMM of politippil 
" justice, in gratitude and iol^ty we 
*' will yield to none, And we should es- 
F 3 ** teem 
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C'HAy^" tonn ouTBelTfls unworthy to bear, the 

J^HiS'-" "*">B of men, could the tiroptaaoDs of 

, .^' intst^st induce te to abandon our an- 

" cieat ftisndi, to whcme i^kiriotu atertions 

•• TB art indebted for our liberty, tiiat first 

:« of fauman WeMings."* 

lids decision excited theiaoet flattering 
expectationa in the breaata of the cotifii- 
dnratait and lad -them to pre^osa .to 'the 
. A^aAcaUers a more intimaia union, as.ati' 
indncBnert to join id the arar. But that 
gallant peoplt, who had >o nobly rejected 
.-tha bait of iraparial favour, were' equally 
jneansible to republican seduction. They 
axpicfiied the ailicereat regret, that any 
diaSemionB sbould {verail among the <lif- 
~ ftreat mamfacirs of th« Confedeiaoy ; bat 
kt the BBJzie tiiAe, onder the oonTiction that 
tiiey were- totally unable to determioe re- 
^)ei)th!ig &e .pictensians of either parQr, 
" They molved to proserre the stiicteat 
Asutrali^.".. Xhia anawer, dictated by the 
aopndot .policy, pnn«id equally diapleas- 
ag fak^ajlt bat inu particularly resented 
.j.jt,.. I,.,. ..i 

•'T»»i*. '■ . . 

by 
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by thk ScMttknefa, who jrffsifSdea ihem^CtlAP, 
•elves iHSit Uie frieiids of Trt*dom shotlli ^^' 
be exrilusitely the frfetids df SiSiweife. 

The fhiops were- already W Hwliott iri ,433. 
taVlcioify of- the like,' ahd by tkeif dif* 
ferent dispositions seemed ^d itldJeate that 
some entet*prise of importabce vras in agi*- 
tatlon. Reding, to Whom the (jaiftiaUty of 
his fellosr-eltiiens hid committed the con« 
duct of the *ar, obsefring that seTentf 
companies of the enemy Wtte suddenly 
withdrawn from the iieighbotirfiOod of Rap^ 
perswyl. Commenced hostilities by aft at- 
tack upon the bridge, rthidh he completety 
destroyed. 

Mortified at an event, which cut off all 
commnnicatiohs ivith the oppeisite shore, 
the garrison resolved by an effort of mag. 
«itude to retrieve (heir character, and uh- 
det the advantage of a cloudy night, cross- 
ing" tl« lake in boats, surprised a party of 
their adversaries at Freyenbaeh. As sooft 
aSHeiKng was informed of this disaster, he 
detached a body of light armed troops 
with orders to watch the motions of the 
Austrian*, but upon no aecount-, if they ' 
F 4 found 
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CHAP. found them superior in numbers, to risk 
^!^i, a battle. The impetuosity of bis soldiers, 
however, wjis not to be restrained. On 
cpmipg up vith the bta^ile colufpn, they 
joManUy ru^hpd to combaii T'l^ce did 
,l^ey get possesion of the village, and 
twice were they repulsed with considerable 
loss. But nothing could induce them to 
{ibandon the contest. Retiring ^o an 
eminence, they maintained their ground, 
till reiiiftHx:«Qent$ arrive^ from the cam{x: 
when they returned to th^ charge with 
renGwe4 vigour, and compelled the AuSt 
* trians to 6y with precipitation to - their 
boats.* 

TtuB advantage, trifling as it was, proved 
of great service to the vjctors; not only by 
, giving additional lustre to their artns, but 
also by drawing oyer to their interest, those 
states whose fljictpating councils obeyed 
the io0u^nce of fortunp. The troops of 
Xjucerne and Unterwaldpn matched im- 
inediately to the defence pf ?!ug, and en^ 
pamped af; Baar; wbije the niilitia of Glari^ 

P Ppcupie^ 
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occupied Ml advantageous positioa Reffr<^HAP. 
the lake* in ordei: to cover Usoac^. 

A numerous «u»d well appointed akwaHij 
vere by this time asaewbied within the 
walls of Zuric, which they at once protei^T 
ed and famished. Aware of the dearth of 
provisions inevitably consequent upoa «. 
|Ht}traction of hostilities, Stqssi was anxi* 
ous to bring the contut to a speedy is- 
8ue; and leamiog that the enemy was in 
(laity expectation of rein^MtxaentB, he 
determined to hazard a battle without Iocs 
of time. Putting himself at the head of 
six thousand men* the greater part of 
vhom were Austriaos* he adranced wiA- 
j»it interruption to Baar, where to lus in- 
ezpressibje surprise, be discovered the nnit- 
tA banners of Uri, Lucerne and Unter- 
walden. Dismayed at a sight, which not 
only frustrated every hope of success, but 
even rendered his own situation precarious^ 
he endeavoured to save bis army, by a 
hasty retreat, ■ 

The prospect of a flying enemy inspired- 
the allies with so much confidence, that 
they resolved to ayad themselves of tbe 
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CHAP, geiftrat panic, and ttt storm the lines of 
<^ Hirzel. The attehipHras dangerous; as tlie 
priiillnni ii«tUf»llyiiilB*uU,'was strength- 
«»*d by -works conslrucHed with tolerable 
/ skill. Yet deeming nothing too arduous 
for vaUour to overcome, the Schweitzers 
lew to the assault with a degree of intre- 
pidity, which rendered them irresistible;: 
, by every species of personal invective work- 
ed, theipeelves into a savage fury, which 
notbilig.toul the inX'et«racy-of civil discord 
could hare bem able to inspire. Mean' 
while the Zurickers kept up a heavy fit« 
lioai their ponderous arquebuses, accom- 
paaied by an inocssaut shower of missile 
weapons. But the assailants W6r« goaded 
to madness. Begardless ef personal safety, 
they leaped into the ti^nches, drove th* 
enemy before them with their pikes and 
haibeids, and in a few minutes became 
masters of a camp, which on the scientife 
principles of defeitce might have been 
deemed impregnable. 

It cannot be supposed that a victory so 
decisive could be gained without consider- 
able loss. But so contradictory were the' 
statement^ 
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statements publiished on both ndes« witli CHAP. 
regard to ths amount of their respectivs x^^^ 
forces, and to the number of the slain, 
that it is scarcely possible to form an ac* 
cnmte judgmant of eitha-. * It seems hoirv 
ever no exaggeration to awert, that the 
greater part of thotmwho escaped, owed 
their safety to tlie dackness of the night. 

No sooner, were the Cunquerofs in poa- 
sffision of the hostile camp^ than tkty 
itQod aghast at the havoc which they had 
aaadtf. It was Helvetic blood which had 
^wed 50 copously; it had flowed from 
tbe veins of those, whom the tics of nature, 
OF the tiod^urnests of youthful frieadship 
once rendered the ol:^ects of their fondest 
ajScctioit Ko shouts of triunph an- 



* Accor^ngtothcMOMntfublMedbjduD 
Qf Zatic, the whole of their force consisted of li|t1e moar 
^an six hundred mta, half of whom were left dead ou 
tbe fiel<d 4F battle ; while the enemy's column was fottr 
lt)«Miind ptrot^, of whom eight litimtred fcH. On *Ii* 
9mtnty, Ac MrengA of Ae uuilains it redvcetl, bf Ihtfa- 
Wn itattitneals to thrte ihousMid, a*i that of tbeu ad- 
versaries encrea9e<i to seventeen hundred. Of the btter, 
they add, fire hundred were slaini of the former only 
MKAleen. ' 

nounced 
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chap. nounccd their niournfal victory; no aongs 
^L^' of exultation insulted the fkllen foe. At 
length the rising sun burst on the scene of 
slaughter, discoTerlug the mangled corpses 
of brotbdrs, Mns, and fathers strewed }>ro'' 
miscuously orer the pl^n. A sight like 
this effaced in an iintant every sentiment 
of compassion toward those by whose 
hands tbey had ftllen. Giving way to tlie 
implacable dictates of revenge, they swore 
to appesfse their indignant shades, and pro^ 
ceeded to fulfil the nefarious row, by r»> 
vaging the adjacent country with the most 
licentious ferocity. Me^n^vbile, unwilling 
to acknowledge the superiority of their van- 
quishers, the fugitives ctMiiplained loudly 
of treachery, accusing both the Aiistrians 
and the senate of cowardice and neglect 
These complaints, however, were of a na- 
ture tp excite but little surprise, Xox sus- 
picion and jealousy qre the natural grgwth 
of all cpalitions. Interest perhaps m^y, 
for a short time, direct their united efforts 
■toward the attainment of a common qb- 
^ Ject; but it will prompt them^ in aq equ^I 
degree, tp attend exclusively to theif ^pwp 
^dvanta^, 
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advantage, should it ever come iu compe* *vvfiL* 
tition ^nth that of their ally. Neither "'^^ 
could it be expected^ that in their indi- 
vidnal characters more perfect barmoay 
would prevail. 'The pride of birth, which 
is 00 where idoUeed with more extravagaat 
wmhip than at the Austria^ coart, w»s little 
calcul»ted tainted tQ endure tbeopiaionAted 
arrogknce of wealth. On the other hand 
a people, who regarded wealth as the only 
jnst criterion of human distinctions, )rere 
not likely patiently to support the. .still 
less palpable spperiority of birth. 
. The treaty having thus incurred popular 
animadversion, it's opponent^ who bad hi- 
therto been terrified into silence* gre^ily. 
Kiaed the present occasion of giving vent 
tQ their indignation. The m^^rave.of 
Hoohberg,-on the contrary, who coipniaod-' 
ed- the auxiliary troops, threw the w)iole 
bl^me on the citizens, attributipg the de- 
feat to want of discipline and internal disr' 
senaions; though his awn behaviour w«i 
lli^e tp censure, for having n^l^cted to, . 
defeod tii^ lines of HirKcl with a more 
powerAil force. 
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CHA?. The loss sastained hy the republican 
,Irv^ army rms quieklj replaced by volunteers, 
•whom the thirst ■ of glory, or of plunder* 
attracted in crowds to their standard. Bat' 
they wanted resoTntion to undertake the' 
siege of-Zurie ; the capture of whicfc would' 
have tefminatedthe warty a single .blow. 
Adopting a ■ aystem ■ more analogous to 
their liiftited resources* they'cohtented; 
themselves with ravaging the Ojien «ninti^, 
*nd intercepting tlie conveyance of prori-. 
siohs.- Neither Benie» not SoLsure;- bad 
yet taken a decisive part. . They lakiiefa ted 
i'ttde^, with' all the sensibility: of patriots 
ishi, the deep wound which the confederacy 
&ad receirrid fWnn the unnatural coirfuCt 
<?f bna of her difWren ; baf tfiey shuddered 
at the idea of embruing their hands inr fra- 
tWriaF blood. PereciThrg, however, that 
^ ex&ortafiwrrs of frietidship, though' de- 
iivered in the miHest tone of per'suajfibn, 
were treated with negfeetj they deeitted it 
e'jtpedfent to arm r flattering thenide*re» 
iJmtftiieir arguinentS'Traghfe acquire- addS- 
fion^ weight, w*reb UeKvCTcd bj a pto^j^ 
with weapons in their hands-, ^ 

i " ^e 
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■ The Bernese army had scarcely eneateip-'cifA'lE^ 
ed un the batiks of the Remss, when de-jiljili 
puties arrived fromSchweitz to 'implore 
Uwir assistance, rfepreswiting the calarai'ties 
nhich. tWeatened the cao^d of f^edottii - if 
tfcey should beleffein thefr present def^niie'-' 
less state to tlie- mercy of Auetria and her 
perfidious ally. la tepns not lesi^^tfffectlng' 
than en^getic, tbey espafiate4^o<i ^^' 
QMamon danger, recalUngto thef-fettoB^e- 
tion of tfaie commanderi' the ' ihenigrsbl^' 
victory of Laupen, irt- -wHiBh 'Jbey atOne of 
sH l^e HelTetiO people,- -had pa^cipattd. 
"Is it possible," said Aey in 'a ^ styi» ^of 
hig^ animation, '* that aft ' li«*€d*libry* 
"friendship, more perroa&edC - i^^aA ^y' 
" which intere&t can inspire, > ^lotdd aot 
'^ subsist between us ?- You faaretindQi^t- 
" edly bem told by. Jour ^fethcrs, fci if) 
" w^ a theme upon ^ebicb a^ dd%hfed 
" to dwell, . witli what demonstrations 6S 
"joy our ancestor) murei^iailedi,. 'vt(<» 
" their banners vera seen &mdiAm lynraDi 
" of Be?|iQ. Neither cah. ydut^staui^n* 
" to the expressions of regard, in which 
" they were aiidpesscd by- the immortal 
'5 " Erlach 
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•HAp.'* ^lach^n the field of battle, while theif 
J]^ " &woTd& still snioked with Austrian bloods . 
" Si> iofigt" exclaimed the. chieftain, " qs 
** the rauit of thU glorious day ahall be re-. 
*' recorded, i^ the kearis of ft gratefui peopbj 
** the two repiAHct ikaU be ctoseitf united in 
" bondt of qfection ! Ye spns of those, wh(> 
" conquered at Laupen, it i$ now 6ur turn 
**■ to supplicate for aid. The ambitjout 
" projects of our heredita,ry foe will at 
** length be realised, unless you stand 
•* forth in our defence. United witltyou^ 
*• weshfiU face the danger with full per* 
** suviQQ ttmt the spot, where we inCfet 
** the mercenary hosts of despotism, will 
*' be r^kdered as memorable iii Helvetic 
*f atory, as the plains of Laupen.*" '■. 

So powerful an appeal to' the pas^ionr 
could hardly be resisted by men, who were 
not leift alive to the feehngs of gratitude,- 
tfaan to the charms of glory. Without 
' an^ of the cold formalities of council, after 
haying declared their sentiments by un- 
animous shouts of apprubation^ they di'- 

• Bollii^e^ XI.- vui. 

,. reeled 
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rected th^ march toirarij Brentgwten, a chap. 
place pf steengtb. Tfhich bad icoprudently ^^"' 
sided with , the opposite , p»rty- Gut off 
ipoiB all commaoicatioa with tbe capital, 
and d^tlttite of every prospect of relief, 
the garrison capitulated witbout opposi- 
tion, on. a promise of personal safety. 
proceeding onward, the confederates next 
took possesKioa of Badi^i, and su&diied 
the wh<)le of the.adjaceDt country. Where- 
ever tiiey preeanted themselveiB, tiie gates 
were imwedi^^ly thrown open, and their 
anjval was <;^brated with the liveliest 
?xfeibitioD?«fjojr. 

Beiog Qo^ undtspnted mastsrs of tbe'^ 
£eld, tbey dMp^yed their victorious baa- 
oers in eight of Kuiic ; destj^ying the 
via^ards, tbe ^geos, and the villas in it's 
sifinity wtitdi a savdge fury uokDown »nce 
the days of Attila. Convinced howeVei 
by repeated efforts, that neither insults . 
- DOT threats could teanpt tibe eoeray to quit 
tiwir ramparts, and being seduced to dis- 
tress from ^waut of provisioBs, they deemfd 
it expedient ta terminate t^. campaign.* 

VOL. Ill, , G The 
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CHAP. The convent of Ruti' had served for ages 
;,as a place of burial to the most illustrious 

families of Helvetia, and was consequently 

regarded with peculiar Teneration. in an 
age when philosophy liad not yet dispelled 
every virtuous prejudice from the mind. 
Yet so violent waa the animosity which 
now prevailed, that notwithstanding these 
prejudices the sacred cliaracter of religion 

. no longer served as a protection against 
tlie calamities of war. In their way to 
Schweitz, a detachment of the anny hap- 
pened to pass under the walls of the 
monastery. Curiosity, or devotion, led 
them to enter the gates. The trophies, 
commemorating the achievements of an- 
cient warriors, instantly kindled their in- 
dignation. They were the rewards of men, 
.whose principled were inimical to the cause 
of freedom ! They were a tribute offered 

. by flattery to pride, at a season when all 
the distinctions of birth and favour should 
cease for ever ! With such reflections hav- 
ing animated each other, till every senti- 
hient of rehgious awe was extinguished in 
tlieir breasts, they rushed with faca'ic fiiry 
tlirough 
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through the echoing cloisters, and destroy- 9^^F- 
ed every thing that presented itself to their ^-^vC 
impetuosity. All the ornaments with which 
vanity, or superstition had decorated that 
venerable asylum, disappeared in an in- 
stant. Relics were torn from the shriries 
of their saints ; and the banners suspended ' 
over the tombs of departed greatness, were 
borue off in impious triumph. Even death 
itself was no longer an exemption from 
insult. The graves themselves were opea* 
ed, and the bones of decaying heroes drag- 
ged from their hallowed mansions, to be 
exposed to the coarse mockery of aa in* 
fatuated mob. No sooner, however^ did 
the fervor of passion subside, than the 
perpetrators shrunk from the view of the 
eaormities, which they bad committed; 
and, in order ta expiate Uiem, undertook 
a pilgrimage to Einsiedlen. So strangely 
framed is the human mind* ^nd so nearly 
are cruelty and superstition allied to eaph 
other I X 

The situation of Zuric was now tnil^ 

(^plorable. The pompous promises of 

Austria had in a great measure failed, and 

G3 not- 
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cbAP.Qotwithstanding her repeated assurancds 
!> of speedy and effectual succour, no reiQ" 
foFcements airiTed. In this state of aban- 
donment, the margrave was reduced to 
the humiliating necessity of remaining 
within her walls, a tranquil spectator c£ 
the surrounding devastation. Convinced 
by fatal experience that no reliance could 
be placed upon the word of Frederic* 
whose resources were totally inadequate 
to his projects, he addressed himself suc- 
cessively to the other princes of Germany. 
His arguments however &iled . to aitakcn 
them to a sense of the common danger. 
They beheld with indifference the event 
c^a contest, in which they ^rere not per- 
sonally concerned ; or they mted tlieir 
swvic^ at a price so extravagant, that 
prudence compelled him to decline the 
purchase. Satisfied therefore that he had 
nothing to depend upon, except his ovn 
activity, he confined himself to a desultory 
war; endeavouring by unexpected attacks 
lo annoy the enemy, and thus to revive 
the drooping spirits (tf his own party, !^t 
the vigilance of the confederates defeated 

all 
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it^ his projects. An attempt to tecoverCHAP. 

XVIH 

BremgaxteD completely tailed ; nor was a ^..^'ir^ 
second, to snrpme the town of Wjl, afc- 
teiuiod with better snbcess. His repeated 
miscarriages at length drew from MUvrfl 
the sarcastic remai^, ^' That the walls of 
* the council-K^hamber, tJibugfa cnagnift- 
** cently decorate, were too thin for 
" sa£ety; as nothing was debated within 
" them, which did not instanti)' pienetrate 
" to the public ear." 

l^ese eiertions, howerer, tfaou^ xkA 
successfnl) taught the allies that thej had 
been guilty of an unpanlonable errcn* in 
<[uitt»ig the field. With an ardent desire 
to retrieve the past, they assemUed tbeor 
refre^ed forces at Hedit^en^ and collected 
supplies for anodier campa^. Here they 
were ii»et by a solemn embassy from the 
ecclesta^icalsyDod,thieDsttitingatBtie,witii 
o^rs o^ mediation ; the v«ienaMe fathos 
rmrdy flattering theauelves, that thair 
saered character mi^ht gkve authority to 
their admonitions. So £tr however were 
liiey &om effecting their ben£volc»t pur- 
^se, that they were not only heard with 
G 3 neglect, 
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CHAP, neglect, but compelled ako to become 
/ spectators of the sanguinary combat, which 
took place on the following day. 

At the early dawn, the troops after a 
hasty meal began their march toward 
Zuric. As they ascended Mount Albis, 
they found the passes guarded by small 
detachments of Austrians^ who had been 
stationed there with positive orders to 
maintain tlpem to the last extremity. But 
they were attacked with so much vigour 
and intrepidity, that they were almost 
instantly dislodged. This unexpected dis- 
aster entirely disconcerted the Austrian 
plans, and occasioned universal alarm. 
Terrified at the near approach of danger, 
the burghers, witliout distinction of age or 
rank, flew to arms. A body, acting tinder 
the impulse of undisciplined zeai, is cal- 
culated rather to excite confusion, than to 
inspire confidence. Halwyl was aware of 
the difficulties of his situation, and exerted 
evftry effort to direct their impetuosity 
toward useful service. But the ardor of 
his troops could no longer be restrained. 
Equally inattentive tp the authority of 
their 
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their commander, and to their own security, chap. 



derate their fury, as the effect of treachery 
or of fear. 

Perceiving therefore that it was impos- 
sible to avoid a battle, Halwyl drew u() 
his forces in a foiinidable position beliind 
the Syl. Scarcely however was this pro- 
ject executed, when the vehemence of the 
citizens again frustrated his design. Urged 
forward by destiny, they crossed the river, 
and taking possession of a chapel dedi- 
cated to St. James, resolved in that ex- 
posed situation, to await the enemy. 

From this imprudent movement Reding, 
wbo commanded the Helvetic army, an- 
ticipated an easy victory. By a rapid 
evolution he instantly changed the whole 
plan of attack, and, by seizing upon Wiedi- 
kon, not only secured' an important post, 
but threatened the flank of the enemy.* 

• Reding is accused by the adverse party of having 
employed a stratagem, which decided the fortune of 
the day. A body of his troops, whom he had ordered 
to assume the red crast of Austria, were suffered to 
advance without opposition, and broke in upon th*! 
eueroy's line, before the artitice was discovered. This 

G4 
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CHAT*. A skirmish ensued between tbe vao trf 
^^"'■^theconfedCTates and a body of Austrian 
cavalry, in which the latter being worsted* 
were compelled to fall back in disorder. 
Elated with this success, the Schweitzers 
rushed forward to the attack ; while the 
Zurickers, who bad foimed behind a thick 
hedge, dischai^ed a volley of arrows as 
they approached : this position was still 
capable of a strenuous defence, had bot 
the dastardly behaviour of the horse, in 
whose superi(Hr prowess great confidence 
was reposed, created, a geoeraJ alarmi 
Even the bravest leaders, of ihe municipal 
bands, though incapable of fear, gave way 
to the suspicion of treachery, and already 
considered their cause as desperate ; while 
the rabble, seieed with a sudden panic, 
threw down their arms and fled in con* 
fusion towards a bridge, which led directly 
to the gates. From the narrowness of 

circnmstitnce is' repreaeated by tbe Swiss bietotiansf 
as liighlj' derogatory from the glory of tbe victors. 
We are inclined however to ask, with the Roman poetj 
Dolus an virtut qms ia bosle rtqidrat ? 

2 passage, 
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ti» passage, numbers were c<mipelled toCHAF. 
leap into the streatn, to avoid perish^ » 
iDg by. the famids of their pursuers. Ua* 
foitunatdy for the fagitives, at thkcrH 
tical zHomenty a traio of women, caaaff 
out of the city, Udeo with rdreshmeote 
ibr dieir exhanated iriends. From, the na^ 
tore of the ground neither psrty coald 
recede, but roshiDg forward with all ths 
violence of despair, augmented the dai^er 
by tlie very noeaos which they used t» 
Efvoid it. In this wretched str^gle fof 
existence, many were trodden to deaj^ 
before the entry could be cleared, while 
hundreds perished by the sword of the 
eoany. 

Stussi beheld tiie universal dismay with 
a mixed sensation of shame and Tesentment, 
He was consciously the author of the pub^ 
tic calamity ; and be felt that to Irre, wa» 
incompatible with glory. But a strong - 
sentiment of patriotism, wtech no reverse 
of fortune could extinguish, whispered t» 
his breast, tb^t he had still a sacred duty 
to discharge; and that to rush with despe^ 
rate fiity on the lances of the conqueroffs, 
would 
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CHAP. Would be inconsistent with the oblijmtions 

XVIII 1 ■, 

J which he owed to his country. Determined 
to iall as became a hero» he placed himself 
at the entrance of the bridge, defending the 
passage with his ponderous battle-axe, white 
in^ voice of thunder, he conimanded the 
natives to turn and face the foe. But neither 
tears, nor reproaches availed. In vain he 
alternately supphcated, and threatened. — 
His age was no longer an object of respect; 
his former services were forgotten. For a 
long time, though singly opposed to a host, 
he undauntedly maintained his post ; secur- 
ihg'a retreat to many, whomust have other* 
wise &llen in the general carnage, 'till by a 
glorious death he in some measure expiated 
l;he errors of his former counsels. 

The circumstances which attended his 
fall, are variously related; neither is it pos- 
sible, at this distance of time, to decide be- 
tween contending historians. According 
to some, he perished by the hand of a Lu- 
cerner, covered with wounds; others assert, 
that the fatal blow was given by one of his 
jellow citizens, who incensed at his rebuke, 
struck him to the ground with. a halbert, 
exclaiming. 
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Exclaiming, "Tby i^shness^ old nian» has chap. 
brought thy country to this diitiess; but ,, 
by tbeGod of Justice, thou shalt niot sur- 
Tive her fall I" 

Every thing was now given up for lost. 
The Zurickers fled in various directioost 
and personal safety was the ooly object of 
consideration. Availing themselves of the 
uoiversial consternation, a body of the coq> 
federates penetrated into the town, where 
after making themselves masters of all that 
was valuable, they set fire to several houses. 
Rudolph Xbenig of Claris, having over* 
teken the standard-bearer of Zuric, slew 
him in the streets, and bore off the flag in 
triumph. Upon reaching the gate, he found 
it shut. A woman, who observed ths^ 
amidst the general confusion the secuiitj 
of the city was totally neglected, had let 
down the portcullis. At this critical rao- 
metit, Koenig arrived. To him the loss 
of life appeared indifferent, provided lie 
could secure the banner, as a lasting me- 
morial of his heroism. Hastily he mounted 
the mmpart, and anxiously he gazed aromid 
Willh the hope of discoverii^ some trusty 
friend. 
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CHAP, friend, to whom he migbt confide the sacred 
;, trophy. Among the foFemost of tbe ap^ 
proadung tr6op8, a native of Claris appear- 
ed. Him, Koenig entreated by sighs, to 
ctaoie nearer to the waH». Not an instant 
vas to be lost ; the Zurickers irere hur- 
jying forward, to retrieve their i^isgrace; 
fce tfarerfr the standard to his conuade, 
gave a ^out of rapture at having thus Be- 
cored bis triumph, then turning toward 
^te enemy, he fell covered with vouods and 
with glory, 

- No sooner bad victory decided n favoQf 
of the Heretic troops, than they gave scope 
to every malignant passioa which revenge 
could inspire. With sarv^e exhltatioa 
tiiey beheld the flames c<Hi6ume the su- 
burbs, and the magnificent church dedi* 
cated to St St^)hen. And by the I^lrt 
rejected from t^e blaziog cottages, pi^ 
ceeded during the gloom of ni^t in the 
dreadful business of devastation. IVod 
Kilchberg to the walls of Zuric, every vil^ 
lage was on fire. Riedenand Wiediiuaf 
were reduced to mibes. Every feeding of 
bomanity was bmnmifaed, and tte djiag 

and 



na^ the debd ^ecamq equaily tbe «port of cn^n 
the conquerors. 

Whatever had beea the errors of Stiusi's 
administration^ be had so &r atoned for 
th«n by fats death, as ba deswvie tiie moed 
<^ valour &om Une hands of the victors. 
With funereal poiB^ they ^bould hare con- 
signed his mangled body to an honourable 
grave. But ,bp sooner was the disfigured 
carcase discoyered amidst beeps of^ slain, 
than with a ferocity unparalleled in ancient 
Christendom, it was torn in pieces and de- 
voured by the remorseless cannibals; while 
tiiose, who were deprived <rf^ a share in die 
infernal banquet, besmeared their faces or 
sketched indecent figures on the walls of 
the chapel with his blood. X>et us dnv 
a veil ova: this atiocitNis scene, nor wound 
the breast of humanity by a continuation 
of the disgusting recital*. 

Such was the destiny of a man, whose 
tadeots would have entitled him to the ad- 

A.fueas SyWuB infimm «9, Hiat'the victors made 
tatd tables of Uie mangled bo^es where diej sat and 
:'» savage trimnpli, whBe they feasted on the hearts of 
iltdn, 

miration 
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CHAP. Miration ofpQitetity, had they beea devot- 
^J^ ed to the cause of justice. But the grati- 
tude of bis adopted country (for he was 
bom in the canton of Claris) bore loily tes- 
timony to his merits by erecting a stsrtue 
Xo his memory, armed and accoutred, as 
he marched to battle on that day of des- 
truction*. 

According to tfaetp own computation, the 
loss of the Zurickers exceeded three hun- 
dred men, half of whom were knightsf or 

* BtUlii^er, lUun. 

t Mallealua haa given a ^deacription of tbisbattle, of wfaicb 
lie wu an iDvoluDtarji spectator. The foUowiog abstract 
of part of big curious narrative ia not unworthy of notice, 
as it exbibitB at once a monument of perrerted taste, and 
a ntiffactery spAcimtn of Helvetic literature. His vioA 
ia entitled, Pnctuuijuidiciarita coram OmnipQttntc Deo, 
ittler aobiits et Thuriceniet, cum complkibus ex i^en 
forte. It is dedicated to the emperor, and is strongly tioe- 
tured nith that unforgiving spirit, which is characteriitie 
of the church of Rome. The Zurickers, who fell ia thii 
memorable engagement, being introduced into Paradi« ^^J 
the angeMtiichae), prefer an accusation against the other 
membera of the Hdvetic eoofederacy. Cbariemagne being 
appointed judge* commands all the lawyers in Heaven t^ 
attend ioa tribnnal ; bat After a strict search, only one cm 
be found. The emperor is nonstrained, ther^ore, «> hip 
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dtizens of distibguished rank. Of the Aug- ^^f,f' 
bianS fell nearly an equal number. Albert •- 
de Busnang, a wealthy nobleman, who serv- 
ed in the imperial cavalry, being wounded 
by the hand of a Schweitzer, offered a con- 
siderable ransom for his life. But the vic- 
tetrious peasant was deaf to his prayer, re- 
torting with sarcastic mockery, " that if 
he were so rich as he pretended to be, he 
could have no business there." 

On the side of the victors scarcely any 
were killed; a circumstance which is easily 
eiplained, when we consider that from the 
commencement of the action the vanquish- 
ed had fled without almost attempting to 
resist. 

With dismay the senate looked forward 

recourse to the cUifUf who (In coartwinity perhaps rather 
to the precepts of Christian chanty, than to the practice of 
most ecclesiftsticat courts,) desire him to summon the ac- 
pued, in order that they may be heard lo their own de- 
fence. A proclamation 19 accordingly made, requiring 
diem to appew ; but none obeying, the complaint of th« 
Zutickers is admitted, and ample sati/ibction promised.— 
Ip CMuequenee of diis assurauce, a saint is immediately des- 
patched to conduct the Dauphin to the banks of the Birs, 
,tbfre to become the avenger of iheir wrongs. 

5 to. 
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CHAP, to all the horrors of a siege; while theaf 
5]ijife*'' *^^^ ^^^^ fertiier aggravated by the 
alarming symptoms of discont^it which 
manifested d)einielT«s aoaong the lower 
classes. The govemm«it having wholly 
lost t^e public confidence^ saw dp hope <rf 
8^ety» esofpt in throwing themseWeg wil^ 
unreserved coB6dence into the arms of Aus^ 
tria, and investing the margrave with tin- 
limited power. Hie experiment was dan- 
geivus, hut fortunately for tiie republic, 
that <^e£tain showed himsdf worthy of the 
important and delicate .trust. ilv«y pos- 
sible exertion was made to iziercase the 
means of de:^ce, and to give courage and 
animation to the desponding citizens. These 
efforts wene crowned witli success. The 
confederates drew off their forces from the 
adjacent country; and invested Rappers-^ 
wyl, the siege of which they re^rded as a 
less difficult undertaking thdn tiiat <>f th« 
capital. 

Notwithstanding their repeated promise 

of support, neither Berne norSoleure had 

bitierto taken the field. Upon learnings 

however, the bi'ilUant fortune of theifaJU^t 

, they 
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theyissued immediate orders to their troops <?HAPi 
to march ; apprefaeDsive of forfeiting l^eir -.^•v^ 
claim to a portion of the.plunderj unless 
they shared in the toils bj which it was to 
be acquired. But their procrastination 
bad already; proved highly detrimental to 
the.cM>mmon cause; as the Zurickers were 
recovered from their panic, and the ardor 
of the.Schweitzers was considerably copied. ' 

The siege of Rapperswyl, therefore, pro- 
ceeded slowly. A breach being at length 
effected, a summons was sent to the corn- 
mander, to which he returned a disdainful 
answer. . The margrave, however, convinced 
of the impossibility of a long resistance, 
endeavoured tfarou^ the medium of the 
neutral states once more to renew the ne> 
gociation.. But the enemy, haughtily de- 
clared, that they would never consent to a 
fance, except on condition-— First, "that 
all -foreign troops, without distinction of 
rank or na^ou, should instantly evacuate 
the territory of Zuric :~-And secondly, that 
,tiU a -definitiye treaty was signed they 
should themselves retain possession of all 
their conquest?/'. To these rigorous de- 
; Vol. hi. H mands 
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CHAKmaiub Znrie <m> bj her dubtssei comtw!'* 
'i kd to accede, and ao armnticc was m con-> 
•equance concluded *. 

This treaty wa? received by the public 
trith efctj maik ef ditapprofaatieo. At 
Euiic, the people complained that the di^ 
nity of the commonwealUi had bean aacri* 
ficed by disgraceful concessions ; while the 
btare garrison of Rapperswyl revolted at 
the idea of being nsed as a plea for nationad 
dishononr, afSrming with noble enthasiasm, 
'* that they desired no protection, beside 
" that wlych their swords could supply.' 
Kcitber Berne, nor Soleure, were included 
in the tmce; but, on the very day of it's 
tatificatioD, their united forces invested 
Lauflbnbourg, which was defended by & 
party of Austtians. This enterprise, howw 
ever, not proving sBccessflil, they soon af- 
terward acceded to Ihe treaty. 

l>uring the whole of this meaiomblecon> 
test, -flie tiaasaeUons of Bwiteetland emet 
ibe ineificacy of all attempts toward a p»f 
cification,untUthe spirit c^aiiiiBO!>i<y,«hich 

• tslililidi>ik 

1 fxst 
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first gave ri« t» hostilities, shall hare e*- dp A p. 
tirely subsided. Overtures may be made; ,5-^ 
jdenipoteatiaries may meet,' aud congK^s 
may assemble ; but conferetices and tAt* 
morials will serve no better pui^se than 16 
dupe a nation/ wheA it is fot the interest of 
minister to conceal their malice under tttf! 
specious veil of moderation. 

Such, precisely, was the casetrith re- 
spect to the Helvetic governments. Both 
sides were equally desirous cS disguising 
their ambitious projects, while both were 
equally remiss in observing the conditions 
which served as the basis for peace, and 
for the maintenance of which t^ir (With . 
lad been so recently and so solemaly 
pledged. 

Ueanvhile th» margrave tntdltd hinsttf 
<tf this mometitary ea^m, to solicit snppolt 
liwa tb* ditferant membarsof the G«rmaiiic 
body]; teptetcotirig, in tha most striliing 
eoloon, th« imprndence atid folly of thsic 
■nkctivi^. But the danger wsfs lemotei, 
and mui usaaDy regards only imp^ndisg 
nils. Penonal tnisfortune is akrne suffi* 
dent to teach the despot, that tba M<ittph» 
H* of 
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CHAP, of freedom must ultimately le^d to his de- 
^"'instruction. 

Frederic indeed was sensible of the dan- 
ger, but the contracted state of his finances 
prevented Mm from following the sugges- 
tions of prudence. Finding, however, from 
repeated attempts, to. awaken the jealousy 
of the German princes, that erroneus prin- 
ciples of economy had rendered them blind 
to their real interests, and that no remedy 
could be expected, except from his own ex- 
ertions, he resolved to direct all his thoughts 
and efforts to the prosecution of the Helve- 
tic war. 

Desirous likewise of alleviating the diffi- 
culties of the enterprise by diminishing the 
number of his foes, he addressed himself to 
the goveniments of Berne and Soleure; 
offering to submit all existing , differences 
to a general diet, |»ovided they \TOuId con- 
sent to a separate peace. But to this pro- 
posal they positively objected, accompany- 
ing their refusal wjth the express declara- 
tion, " tha.t they would, never enter into 
any treaty, ^»cept in conjunction with the 
9tliier cE^ntons." / 
x 2 i Though 
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Though pfeace was a WeSsing, of wbich chap.' 
the most sanguine began now to despair,' ^JV^ 
yet in conformity to the pressing solicita- i444. 
tioDsofthe Stiabian states, a congress was 
opened at Baden. But as neith^ side 
would consent to the most trifling conces- 
sion, it soon became evident that no fa- 
vourable result could be expected. The 
delegates of Zuric,' with their accustomed 
pertinacity, insisted " on the right of form- 
" iog such treaties as the intei^sts of the 
commonwealth might require." They were 
so far humbled by adversity, however, that 
they offered to rendunce their unpopular 
" union with Austria, provided- the confe- - 
"derates would engage tb restore all thfc 
" towns which they had taken in the course 
" of the war." 

The Schweitzers, 6n the contrary, de- 
clared " that they would listen to no pro- 
"posals, till that ilHancewas dissolved J'* 
Though justly offended at the haughty tfarie 
assumed by the deputies 'of Schweitz, the 
delegates from Zuric were sttll unwilling to 
break off a treaty, on the success 6f which 
the salvation of their country seemed now 
H3 to 
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chatM depend, Tbe; accordingly requested 
^^^ tHW to coBsttlt thp senate, nod returned to 
' Zutic for farther iostructiom. Havipg laid 
before the govemnieqt a detailed account 
q^ th^ proceedings^ a warm debate en^ 
sued, iB which the advocates for peace 
would in all probability have prevailed, itad 
mft. their deliberations beea suddenly ien 
liemipted by a popular tumult. 
..-Apprehensive of as event, which would 
at'9npe have frustrated all their ambitious 
l^rpjecta, ^epj^rtisans of Austria took ad< 
Tant^ qf the genera) ferment tp excite 
the peojpli; to i^volt, under pretence that 
the glory; and indepeadeiu3e of the state 
w«u)d;be sacrificed to the fean of a feeble 
goveniment,unkss they inteipe«ed to watcb 
it froin impending disgrace. iUcited bj 
these iusiat)ationS|, the mob broke into the 
CQHn<;il cumber, ivhence they e!(pelled 
>very member whohad been represeated 
as pauificaUy inclined; crjji^ out, " that 
" their country was betfayed, and that it 
i' was incumbent upon every honest oitiaea 
ii to unite witti then) in it's defesce*. 

f TMiua. 
"i rron\ 
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Fram oofflplainti, at it usually the ase, chap. 
the itMurge&ts proceeded to open violenee, 
and dragged owny of the seOfttors into a 
dungeon, wbich had bithorto lerred u a 
plaeeof canfiiiemeilt for the mtat atrocioaa 
eriiMnals. Within a few days, khmfl de< 
voted rictlnu vers brought h*farc a pieju* 
diced tribunal, and twoof tbemoittdmox' 
iout were sentenced to etpiata thair im* 
puted guilt upon the scaffold. The Ans* 
tHa» Action hari»g thuf oavriad their point, 
0i\ prospect of peace itnoiediatsly Tanisfaed. 
Hitherto the Appeaaellera faadatedfastly 
Mlhered to their judioionu syitem of nen^ 
tratity. But their reMluticin wa< at leoftlh 
overruled by the tolicitatiom of their aUiest , 
and a detadnssnt of Ave hundred men wa« 
ia consequence sent to join theeaufedarate 
army. Desirous of opeaing the caiopai^ 
l)y some brilliant eaiterpnte, they detee- . 
mined^ to under Wke liMisiege of QtaSaaaei. 
.This place unt nMmUly s» stioag, that 
bad it been defended by an adequate aunu 
))ec of «K»{W, tha attempt muat have bee* 
fhiitleM i b(it i(^ gatiitoa eoniiited of no 
Wife thAQ eighty om man, ««nBMi>d«d in* 
H4 deed 
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CHAP.^eed by tlie gallant Landenberg, whose 
t,^,..^ name' is immortalised by his iMBTe though 
unsuccessful defence. This officer, when 
summoned to capitulate by a force whose 
&U%hgtb precluded every hope of eifectual 
resistance, returned for answer, ** that he 

. " had been placed by his country in a aif 
** tuation of danger, and tbatiiothing.should 
*< induce him to 'betray his honourable 
"trust." 

,: Ccmvim^ed hawsver. that the^ town was 
untenable, he caused it to be aet oq fire, 

' and retired to the castle, which wa« built 
upon a rotk, and could not be tak«n by 
^rm. Reding . anticipated- with indigoa* 

. tion .the wound his reputation would sus* 
tain, should he suffer a repulse from a band* 
^liof inen; aud secretly &wo{e n^yer to 
dEcam(H till -he ^d rendered himself mas- 
ter of the place. ■ Butfinding that no im* 
pi«ssi{in.-could be. nude upo|i the fortress 
by th£. legidac modes of-ofifefice,- he resolv- 
odito have T^asomseto.niines,. and to^bury 
the garusbn, if.' they nftised .to surreodoiv 
under it's riiins; LaodenbeiighadnowidiWif 
*very thi»g^.rt»1> flpuld' bp esp^ptcd ftoa 
'. ' ,' •♦ agallaqt 
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% gallant officer, aod bein^ foltj satisfied chap.- 
that no attempt would be made for his r©- ^!J^ 
hef, submitted to sacrifice bis private feel- 
mgs to the dictates of humanity. 

The castje being now abandooed hy the 
victois to the fury of a licentious soldiery. 
Reding immediately assembled a mili- 
tary council, composed of the chief offi- 
cers of the army, for the express purpose 
of determining the fate of the prisoners. 
This vindictive man, whose hatred of 2aric 
was scarcely less implacable tfa^ thdt ^f 
Annibal toward Rome, was fti^xious-by dsq 
intimidating instance of severity, to pre- 
vent all future resistance. Employing that 
execrable maxioa, which fonns a leading 
principle in the tyrant's code, and which h . 
so frequently urged by degenerate minds 
as a. palliative for every barbarity, he e<)in- 
tended that in cases of this kind ?7gour!Pas 
mercy ; and that by punishing the rash de- 
fenders of Greifiensee, they would eventu- 
ally prevent an meleSs effusion of blood. 
His ofHUion was fruitlessly combafed by 
inany of the members, who were struck 
with admiration at the hardihood of the 

foe; 
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ch;ip. (oe; and thefmrten bud of patriott was 
^ eondemned to death fbr having honourably 
ducharged their duty to their country*. 

With a mixed Knsation of indignatioD 
aed >»rpn>e, Laodenberg heaid the cruel 
Mntence, and r«tiol«ed if posaible to ran- 
som his soldiere by the gratuitotis sacrifice 
of his own life. Finding, however, that 
this genetous behaTionr excited no sym-^ 
pAihy in tlie callous bosom of his judges^ 
he turned with dignified composure toward 
tis brave associacest a^ addressed them 
is the following words : " We have already 
" convinced oor enemies, my gallant 
" friends, that we were insensible to thoir 
" thieats, when duty connuuided us to 
*' renst ; let us now by the unshalten 
** constancy with wljich we bear our un* 
" taerited fote, compel them to blush at 
<* Aeir injustice. The Almi^ty can wib 
" Btss, t^t even at tfajs awful mqment, 

• Btiliic Kscand Iv Mlisgiv, ittmif, nalTrchwIi, 
«{|uii4(iC vMlated bi< wor^, vfaicb was |)lft](f!4.to the 
)E»ruQII to spare iheif liTes ; and Maf, a witter of dig- 
ffiqMqatiop^ gives eotirq cfedft to their assertion. (IV. »■) 

« whoa 
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" vhen I ttand on the btiok of tfae grvn, chaf. 
" I would not fot the worth cf world. 31Si 
" exdtangB sttHatims witli my judges. 
" No : it i> a tfaoownd tiino bitter to 
!* (bU, the iondceBt victim of penccution, 
"^ than to attin our memory with such 
" atTociods goJlt." 

Having thus ap(4i»i> he aereaely oSiEm) 
his neck to the executioner, and ^nshe4 
a; be had lived with glory. 8ixt/-t»o of 
his companioiH underwent a similar &te. 
Nor would a tingle man have been spared, 
had not the soldiers, inceaaed at tha 
cnielty of their eonmanders, ioterceded 
for the rest in language which Reding hinu 
fieii thought it imprudent to resist.* 

Malleolus, a Vriter far tn«e lemafikabla 
fer credulity than discriminatiqn, raeordt 
many sttaage and supernatural appean 
ances, which were seed on the spot wbraa 
(his Uoody traneaction was perpetrated, 
as . pcoofi that the martyred Landenberg 
was endowed with those mimsuloia powers 
which are regarded by the cfan^efa of V/fimt 
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c^AV.as 1iiecnten& of heati^caiion. And with- 
*^"'., out: admitting our- belief of the facts, or 
attemptng an- elucidation <^ tbar causes, 
VTB may venture to affirm, that there are 
vmmeron» saints in the papal calendar, 
who enjoy ali the prerogatives of cannoni- 
zation, without possessing half so many 
claims to the homage of ,the virtuous and 
fha wise^ 

: jDuting the aege of Greiffensee, detach' 
meats from the main army overspread the 

.Qdjac^nt' country, carrying terror and de- 
solation whereve? they appeared. In the 
course of these predatory expeditions^ 
they took Freudenberg and Nidberg, both 
places 6f celebrity in the Helvetic wars, 
and' art that time de^ndent .on Austria. 
Contenting' themselves however with ^e 

muninal iov«reignty, the disJaoterested vic> 
tors l6ft in the fruition of all their revenues 
,the hou^ of Brandis, to whom they h^ 
|)eeh transferred by a recent contract. ,An 
instanpe; of justice, not. often to be met 
with in tl^ annals of destruction I 

After razing the town and castle of 
Greiffensee, the army resumed it's forpier 
>. , position 
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position at Kloten. . Jlere many days were chap. 
spent in unavailing debates respecting their ^^rv»^ 
future operations ; so that, before any plan' 
was decisively arranged, provisions again 
began to grow short, and a second time 
compelled ^em to tilose the campaign. 

No ^oner' was certain intelligence 
brought that the enemy had retreated, than 
the Zurickera began to act offensively, de- 
termined to employ this unexpected resfute 
in such a manner, as to give at least a 
transient; lustre to their arms. Detach- 
ments of cavalry were accordingly sent to 
scour the country, which created a giener^ 
alarm. The confederates were therefore 
constrained again to take the £eld, and 
marcb to the relief of Hegensberg,- from 
which the enemy retired at their approach. 
Undisputed masters of the open country, 
they" now resolved in a council of war. to 
proceed with the whole army again^Zu- 
ric, and endeavour, if possible, by .one 
decisive blow to terminate the contest. 

Never had the situation of Zuric been 
more critical^ ' AlLtbeisaiTounding telTJtol'y 
was in the hands of tike foe. Rappeiswyl 

and 
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CHAP, and Winteithur, closely inve^etd, suAend 
' '■ severely from famine. Every avehiie to 
ihe city was occupied, and all communis 
cation by land completely cut off. 

The besieged on their part, omitted no 
precautions which prudence could suggest 
or energy carry into elFect. Many houses in 
the suburbs were pulled down, inorderthat 
the materials might be employed in re- 
pairing the fortifications: But their troops, 
by sickness rendered incapable of facing' 
the enemy, were forced to remain inglo- 
riously within the walls. Observing fiow- 
everthftt the Helvetic artillery was neg- 
ligently served, and that the besiegers 
made little progress, the citizens Were 
gfsdually stimulated to exploits 6f greater 
iiasafd. A confederacy,* by no means nn- 
«a>uuoa in the days of chivalry, was 
fotnwd among the principal burghers, 
which originally consisted of sixty mem- 
ban, but progressively ombraced a larger 
number. Regardless of danger, they ves* 

• Ticbuli. lUaamgiHiiis b odebnttlb Hdfttlc 
•l<0 tl Ike vfcO'tioaDC ^>Xfe or ■ Iba Rate.' 
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tared od -41^ coost perilous 8nt«rpTite«';CHAP' 
harassing the beaiegen by frequent sailing ,^v^ 
destroying their prcnrisioni aad miJitai-y 
stores, or rendering their cannon unfit tn 
service. Combined with judgment, and 
executed with rapidity, their effoets were 
geiMffiiUy Clowned With lucceu i but if, 
at any time, tliey found tlwnuelves op* 
posed by. a superioc force, tbey instantly 
retreated with a degree of .celerity which 
baffled punnit.* 

The oonHsdeiHtes, having pnoiiaed tfaem« 
selves an easy- conquest, soon grew dis^ 
gosted with 1^ tedious operations of a 
sieg^4 and i)^;a> to muimur at the hard* 
ships tn which tliey wem siposed. Coo* 
vinced oftbcimpossibiUtyof ineptag their 
troops tagethdr for any lei^jth of tuu^ and 
unanlling to relinquish an opportusity 
•hi^ might uvia MCur, the oammaoden 
embcaced the desperata resolution af *•■ 
suiUing the city by night. But tha walli 
tKln defended with so mudi skill and in^ 
ttepidity, that aflnr hatiag dispbijM th* 

•Mi(,UI.sii. 

most 
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^^^'most undaufttod couRige^ 4Ks besieger* 
were repalsed with considerable lo^. 
' Meanwhile^ the margrave had acqaaint* 
ed the emperor viith his distress, and re- 
ceived in return the most positive -assur- 
ances of speedy support. Had Frederic 
trusted solely to his- own resources, the si- 
tuation of that chieftain would have been 
desperate indeed. Bot in spite of poverty 
and indolence, fortune for once stood his 
fiiend, and raised a champion in bis caused 
to . whose nnexpected interference Zuric 
was indebted for her taStty.- 
. Charles VIIi king of fiance, lay at this 
time before Metz with a numerous anny^ 
for the purpose of reducing the rebellious 
burghers under the legitimate autbOTity 
of his friend and ally, the duke of Lorraine. 
In addition to his national troops, he 'main'- 
tained in his pay a large body of Ei^lisb, 
who having been long accustomed to 'the . 
licentiousness of a camp, preferred meF> 
cenary serried under a foreign standard to 
the mqre .useful occu'palioDs of' cpnomerce 
and peace. The disorderly conduct of 
those ferocious bands- having rendered 
them 

n,:,-;-ii,Gi:H)(^Ie, 
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\\ieBt sBtm^ly less fon»ji4*We to their q|iA,Pi 
friend».tkan to tdwir tjoies, 'Ci)»rles> who^no v<y^ 
loa^r bd^cLed tbbir assutwoe, nias happy 
to transfer t^ir veoal vakiur tp sonie otlter 
purcluAer, H«ice, he,read)ly aqccri^d to 
the emperor's proposal of taking them intfy 
ha pa)^ ; ;an<l being equal^ jdeairous of 
^coviding f^plo|Vti^Dt for ili^; ambition ,Qf^ 
bis son, he willingly complied with the^ 
dauphin's* request of comtnandiag the 
expedition in person. £v«n before this 
project of tbeooateaced naaoarchs, how- 
ever, could he :bix>qgbt to maturity, the 
confederates had received An.uni&xpected 
blow- 
In the course of Uie precediqg pages, 
we h^ve fmqueutly fornid occasion to .ceo- 
sine the despotic conduct of B^ne tow^d 
every stat^ ^vhe^ misfortune it was.lo.be 
subject to hta sway. IBut fi;cHn her.euor- 
inons power prudence Haturally infeii^ 
the necessity of sttbiniasiony tjH the pro- 
inkioua momeftt should arrive, whcR.tbe | 

o^pneased q^ight -assert tlieir rigl^ with ji>^ 

• ASterveafit Lonb 3£f. 
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CHAP. fairer prospect of success. AiQods those 
XVIII * • . ° 

'/ moft aggrieved by her injustice, were the 

powerful families of Baldeck and Falken- 

stein ; both of whom wefe united to thu 

Republic % the equivocal tie of co-burgber- 

ship. 

Endowed bj nature with undaunted 
coQrage, and a spirit sensible of the slight- 
est injuries, Faulkenstein no scMMier learned 
that the dauphin had actually begun his 
march, than he regarded the ruin of the 
Helvetic republics as inevitable ; and de- 
termined, if possible, by his own exertions 
to accelerate their downfal. 

The neglected state of Aran seeming to 
promise an easy conquest ; he proposed, 
in an assembly of the disaffected barons, 
to attack it by night. The plan was im* 
mediately adopted ; and failed ou)y through 
one of those unforeseen contingencies, 
irhich so frequently baffle the calculations 
of war. Disappointed, but not disqou* 
raged, Faulkenstein resolved on a -more 
hazardous enterprise ; for he knew too well 
the vindictive spirit of the senate of Berne, 
to flatter Kimself with the possibility of 
pardon. 
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pardon. He poiv directed his lAarch td^CHAP, 
ward ^uck„ « town in the Argau, but<. 
subject to their jurisdiction. The tenus' 
i>f &tnMiar. intercourse on which Falken- 
stein. .lived with 'the principal families of 
thi& place, procured Mm at all times a 
ready admission, . He was alao. known to 
have been frequently employed by the 
Sernese : in foreign . negoiciatM>ns> and in 
particular to have been the agent of a se- 
cret correspondence between them and 
the Austrian generals. Being therefore 
accustomed to vi^it the town at all hpurs 
of th? iPight, he oqcasioned little surprise* 
wlicn he demanded at the gates a. passage 
for himself and a few attendant?, yrhcan 
he represented as ambassadors from the 
council of BAlc, but who were ip reality 
commanders of note, in the Austrian ser-^ 
vicpi The officer on guard« . being ac< 
quainted wlUi Falkpnstein, obeyed the sum- . 
^noDfs; and instantly re,ceived the reward 
of his credulity from the traitoi^s. . sword. 
.Having thua^ tendered themselves nasters 
of the bridge, the assailants maintained 
their ground* till a body of cavalry ar- 
I 2 ' rired< 
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{dmukr; and on the Mlowing' mortaing, 
wteit last! and' aoarice vere completely sa- 
tmCtd^the n^timan conqoeKors set 8re to 
Uie tQWn> and tetired with their boo^, ear- 
lying with them sevaral of «he wealthiest 
citiiens as hostages for their flitore safety.* 

Stillliowever pretending to the reputation 
of stdMtn of honour, Falkenstcin endeavour- 
ed to'gloss over the atrocity of his behavi- 
our by an affectation of candor totaHy 
fcwign to his real character. For this 
purpose, he despatched a confidential mes- 
sM^r Hb the senate of Bern* with a decla- 
ration of war; but look especial' care so 
t» icf ulatt) his motions, that he should not 
arAve tin the blow had been struck. 

This deed of guilt excited genemi indig- 
nation throughout all the Helvetic league; 
nor were they slow to revcngeit. Upon 
rociving intelligenoe of the fetal action, 
the inhabitants of Soleure flew instantly to 
amss, and'Suivound^ thecastie of Oosgeh, 
the usual residence of the Falk^iistein fa-» 

. • T«*ii«. 

S ■ mily. 



H£4.«£UC KUyJBMCS. Ilr7 

mi|j;,i>e(a)%:the countess and her daugl^er ^Hie. 
had Uiiie-.to^ escape. Tluse uteie.nowjfm- ^ 
od, /and .defined . ia ..Tigon^us j:aptua^,f0r 
piaiijr Wf>MK>..till tbey .y^ce.at If^gthiez- 
chaag«d fi^r. the citi2;ens,of Briu^i:, wbpq) 
Falb^S^in , ;|i«d imgifsoD^ «t , Xauffeo- 
bucg, ;,M^n>v'>i^ anpther cd1ubi)i iuvest- 
ed .Earuabefg, r''^ t^^^iMvitw had Jaken 
refiig^i ip .jijctsoq. Yef ^Ithmigh the be- 
sieging, aiu^j ampitutadsto toat thousand 
iqen,;^iui;ptitdiedop their openUioiuLifitltthe 
gceafest vigtrui;, he &ui4 means to>defead 
liimfelf- tiU,tl^4wH>'>i<>'s wnyalcorapeHed 
the fpi)(e<4isrates to retjre.* 

Whilp the "Hfslvetic troops were thus 
wastijDg (their time ia fruitless uadertakiqgs^. 
Lewis advanced tpvanl the frantiera. <of 
Switz^land, and tlireatesed. MIe. His 
ain^j., composed ,t>f tfa^ ,dxegs <and refiise 
of everjr .European , nation ( though the ma- 
JQri^.are:^ij^posd to have been the harder 
Opting o£ the British isles) had long sitp- 
ported themselves by- indiscriminate plun- 
der; but had been )al;e)y trainf»i to a severer 

• }S^, III. liii. 
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c ft A f . distiipliAe by the imposing talelht^ olf their 
i,,,.^ preseht leader, from whom tKty derived 
ihe dJstinctive appellation of akI^'ag-nacs. 
" The neat approatch of so formrdable -a 
force, aV(Jw«dly 'devoted to the- cause- of 
despotism,' rerivedlJie drboping'spirits of 
the aristocratic Fitction, anrf fertii^d rftahy 
oP'this ' disaffebted tiarons' •to'''-'th'f6'^ '-jfsi^e 
the mask! Eren pOpe Eugcfflu^'Kimself 
is said tb have irfdtil^ed the m6st 'Saiiguine 
hopes;- persttadted' ihdi the tidiriit^'of the 
Gallic ti*6op 'irtJiAf ' opei^t*''hioi'e -power- 
fully in prejudice taf a refotmJ'nidnaUthc 
intrigues, and all the tr^a^tires -of Roine. 
'■ No'sobnerwerethecorifederirtt^ apprised 
of the ^auphm's marWr, tfi&ri they 'detached 
i/body of 'twi) thtiasahcl meh,to reinforC^ 
fhd ganison trf^BAle. ' ' I'his- wafe' indeed' iii 
iiripaVddna'blc ei*^or,'and clearlysh'ewstHat 
m ■ air tlieir ehterprifees' " they fi'asted ' s0lely 
to persohal' valour,' ''T*Jtliout''^eigiring'Tto 
calculate' the results of a defeat." A't'^is 
ini portaiit drisis, the Helvetic army' amoutil^ 
^d to 'upWard ■ <if twenty thousand ?Aea, 
who were occupied in different sieges. In 
guch a situation, ^n emight^ned general 
'' " ■■ "'' ^ vomH 
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w(Mtl4 have regarded every Abject Jts sub- ^ hap. 
orditMtte to the paramount necessity of >.. 
ctieck4Pg the progress of the French. He 
might possibly have so f^r indulged the 
¥iadictive vanity of his countrymen, as to 
have left behind him a force sufiicent (o 
continue the; blockade of Zuric; but the 
reoiaioder wOuld.have been sufficient, if 
properly 4isppsed, to have kept the inva- 
4^^ i% a^. ^nd to httve eov^xd the frop- 
tii^rs :wit|^<H^t risking, the hazard, pf a bat- 
tle. , Suc]^,lil^wi^,,:is represented, t^.have 
beeu. the advici^ Qf.Bcding; Jbuthis opi- 
nion was overruled by a great majority, 
W?)«,4i>dai|ie4.?v^>'y flc^pssjiry precaution, 
as/ unworthy i of , fnep 90 oftea victorious 
cff ler, thp hpsts pf Auj^tri^.* 
11, Qj) i^ . twiQqty-si^th of August, a me- 
la^iphply day in, the ^pnals of Helvetia, the 
(^c^fu^njiept^ witich; vas marching to the 
4«fe;pce of 'S&l'^ fefi in at Prattelen with 
the advanced guard of the enei^y, and 
fQrced . them .to reti);e . wjtb loss, - In pro* 
.feeding opw^r4 to the pl9ce,of their de?* 

' *-May,II.i, 
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CHAP, tination, they routed another Ofdumff at 
^«4!!L Mattenz, vliich was fout times lamti- nu- 
tnerous than t^emsdves. Inebriated wi^ 
this double sut;ce^, they nowloi^d'domi 
with contempt' on Lewis and his mercenary 
bands. 

Havihgat length reatfced the tfanksot 

■ the Kirs, they were met by an officer fVom 

the garrison cf H&le, whoicanie to eit 

' plain all the dangers that awaited Hie», 

^' shoiMd thtey rashly attempt to force a' pSB. 

sage ; the wfiole force of 'the enettiy b«!?Dg 

advantageously posted on the opposite, 

shore. •' '• ■ '■» ■■ ■ ■ ■■■■■' 

The paesage 6f fliA'G'ra(ricd» pres«rted 
not half the difficulties to Aleiadder, «hteh 
this fearless troop haiLilo\r to encondler, 
Ted they were aliteady Within sight of the 
1»weis' of I^e, iltiB> hi' ^BandOiii th« rtft, 
dertakiiig, at stifti i i^oineiit, was HtUHkr 
ably htinliliatrng. ■■Whjt excuse" pOMd 
they allege tp theli' cOtnrtry(ften eiitfSniiWd 
■befote Zutic, in VxcMJiatiBi} 'pf iteir oA-. 
ardice, if they should ttirn their bacfa 
upon the foe in the full career of victory ? 
Sfjch were the reflections thaf instigated 

' . m 
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undertake. TlDanttnous in the reoolutiM 
to eoMpier or dus, tbey jriut^d tuto the 
8(re»n, regardless of the fire poomd htm 
tbe batteries of the French, who were .»!•- 
aady masteps of tlee bridge, aod hadiinod 
tin Jaet^te witb tutilkry ; a»d i^Pttgb. 
n.tUDbea9:|)cai8hed:at every dlsoharge, ti»Pjr. 
pevaeY^red vifeh ^icd^cavrie obslin^cj, tinft 
tittf^t ^t siKscaei^ed in ofataiorag afootuig 
oa <^ <^p»6Uc 'bank. M<^it>g dccisivs,' 
however, was yet acliieved. A numeiwiM 
<raij^, fXumattniAei by e^pnieoced ^geije- 
lib, wid p|ieparBd7to.£CM3testcHBr|rindip^ 
^dRddy oppdaed their &ct^HH*'pnag»e6ft. To 
utranee, ondtor 'Snoh dreiimslaiUi^ to 
lugF other 4rao|)B, wdnid h^ie appetyied 
ja^tvtitioabtet toot to tibem tliie necfindsr 
of-ftit^ng.t^iriduty, »nd nottbe dfifieul-. 
fin «!hi<^ratteadcid it's fnliilaieRl* insl^ 
liogte point for ,oaaLH»deratsan. The tom^ 
^■soabdiEid to<:b0>ch(u^ l^ynialoid 
fis^f^ ; ■ whkheser way ihsy dheated Ibsir 
htj, Hie hdstiie ran2n werd hcokoa ; faA 
jb^ebflHHft^^wofe insUu|%j^eDi6hed>«3lh 
fresh 
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CHAP;fVe6h battalions ; while other coliioins wete 
^marching to cmrouiid tUem, and cut off- 
tbeir retreat. 

The coiifec^rates, at leogth, grew sen- 
nble to their perilous sttiiation. They found 
it impossible to. penetrate the enemy's lina 
To retire was a service of equal, danger, 
and deatnictioo^ though under «. less con-. 
9oIatoiy form, awaited the attenpt. By: 
throwing down their arms, and implomig 
qutntet, they knew they might pnrchst^e 
life. But their pride revdlted at. the ig^ipr 
minioDs alternative. .. - . ,i 

^Resolved to perish like hcanes^ .by a 
skilful raanoeuvre, they. g»ined;a>;buritin 
place b^otoging to>an hoipiCd<d<^icMed>lq 
, St. James, , where they posted thenuelyiBa 
)>efaind a. wall, which served fi>ri a breast- 
woric. No position could be better adapted 
for the accompUshm^rt of t^r pnrpose. 
SurroDnded by Ibfly buildings, they lH>ped. 
to maintain their ground^ till tfaey might 
possibly be relieved by a sally fhim the 
town. Biit'thdr hopes and theti' projects 
were rendered abortive by Uie ntasttf^lj 
dispceitioos of Lewis. A numerous artilr 
' , lery 
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lerj wjis- jferought- to heAr on-thft iMMpitaliCn a.i>} 
rhich ina-shoH time set 'iioiv fire, Rerv^Fv^>^ 
duced to half their original force, tliey 
still rejected every oflFer to capitulate, and 
fkclaied their resolution of defending^ the 
post to the last man. Such too was-thp 
spirit with which they fought, that when, 
tfaeir Imissile weapons weni exhausted, they 
drew oat the arroAvs from their bleeding 
vunnds,. and shot them back upon the ioe. 
Of two thousand combatants, sixteea only 
escaped. Bud udieo. they .rejoined the main 
army^ iatteranhnouDtiagditHcultieSt wihi^ 
to ordihary:Meni!iRiBid have appeared k^ 
superable/' they; wiei^iiiprasived' by^l^ck 
comrades iwith donteta){H'.and.,insult^')aM 
Barrinvly lescdped tbc' puoishiliMitel act 
jagged totiawanls by tlK. decree of: -Soiil^ 
pacb;' -■ ■■■ '' .--; ■ ■■■■■!!■,■ 

From the. works of' contemporary writers 
it would :ibe>oa9y to select a;thou4aQd!iib- 
fitaaces of magnanimity dis{!rlayed::by.the 
Swiss >in this meHwrabiei fight, xaany of 
^rhicb are corroborated by the unquestion-. 
^ble testimony of ^tieas Sylrius,' at that 
time 
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CHAfP.tiaaeiWcrelaTy totbecoant^of Bdie. T%b 
'.'ibilowmg anecdote will, howerer, lingly 
evince -lo <i^hat estcess of iferouious courage 
tlK bmaaa tnind is capable of attaining. 
On tiie evening Bubseiqu^it to ihe batUe^ - 
BarcaFd MonJ;:, a zealouB pio-tisan of the 
ivouse 'Of Anstfia,' was lidug among the 
klain ^with his beaver up, oontempJatk^ 
ibe mangled bodies witii an air ef sswage 
triampdi, and amusing iiis c<Ni^pAnieas witk 
Bwcastic jesU. A. lustic hero, who }a.y ex- 
fHfing-iinder his^wouads, ibelkelfi him with 
indignation. ThoagbaimostiBiBtingliirM^gh 
-fees ' of b^wd, iie avised himself .on his 
ioites; and gcpspinga ponderous .atone, 
nrtucji fortune had ;plaoed mitiiia iusnacfa, 
^ haded U wa<ti one imghtj effort W tfac 
■aontempteOHS ibe: Itempke liiai db ^k 
temple, and he fell motionless frogs fais' 
thoTse. Eahausied by the exBortioiiy tthe 
-(dtjiBg peasaoA simik gently damn, mid -ex*- 
xiaiviing with a vmde, ^* mif country u 
swveqgeii !" be closed his eyes &it rarer*. 

'The 
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'rbe dttupiiin, it is said,- ^as stmck^vith chap. 
aiih^ratioB at the magimmiwt;^ oi the ^^^^' 
Sviss ; bnt it is difficult to beliere Us caC> 
touft soul capable of so g^neFDm a sent»- 
ment. far more congenial was it with 
his depraved* di^»o»tioD to cahrolate the 
advantages which. France might dierive^ 
from the energy of sach aUies, and to du»- 
guise the interested ftfelLngund^ the ifpe- 
cious veil of humanity. Bnt whoever maj 
have been his secret thoughts, the resist- 
ance which he had already expedeacedf 
fully convinced him o£ tlie invpossibUity <^ 
subjugating such, s^ race of' Iwroes. Dew 
sirous however of conceaUng the oagMtade 
of his loss, he ordeied ^e: bodies of the 
slain tp be burned on tl>e field of battte. ' 
Yet in spite of this precautk^i, it'was^ im- 
^(H&ible for him to h^ide- from the wiorld at 
how dear a rate he had purchcased his 
victory, which is. supposed to have coat 
him at least tea tlum^nd of his bravest 
troops*. 

Appiehen»ve of the dtssntev of auttk an- 

* May nttlow the 1^ ^ fpnUt, (IH. ^«.> 

other 
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CHAP.other triumph, Lewis drew off his forces 
>«i-y7^ toward Alsace, where he permitted th^a 
to indulge in every excess, by way of codi- 
pensatioa for the - plunder of Switzerknd ; 
while, . by their rapacity and want of disci- 
pline, they gave Frederic nmple caiise to 
repent his imprudence in having called 
such ferocious fiuxiliaries to his aid. 
. The partiality of the French toward Eu- 
genius was a fact too notorious to all the 
members of the council of Bdle, for them 
to remain unconcerned spectators of an 
event, which gave fresh animation to the 
foes of refOTm. But that no expedient 
migbt be left untried to avert the impend- 
ing storm, a deputation, composed of pre- 
lates most distinguished for learning and 
mtue, attended the dauphin m his camp. 
Jntroduced into the roj-al pavilion, these 
venerable ambassadors represented, in the 
most affecting Janguage^tlic Imrdships and 
dangers t6 which diey were exposed from 
the common occurrences of war ; and' im- 
plored his compas^on t6ward an assembly* 
■whose labours might prove so highly in-, 
Uresting to the christian worid:' -^ 

Althougti 
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Although bis plans were already det^ided, chap. 
Lewis felt unwilling to lose so fair an ^^^^ 
opportunity <^ obtaining &.v0ur with the 
diurch} when he could procure it by: no 
other sacrifice than that of truth. He ac- 
eordingly received the holy fathers with 
the most courteous expressions of regard, 
assuring tliem that they had nothing to 
apprehend from a. power, in, whose ^tima- 
tion the clmms of religion were paramount 
to every other. He farther added, that 
notwithstanding his intention to have 
piBhed forward his victorious arms into the 
very heart of Switzerland, in consideration 
of thdr intercession, he woiild spare that 
dev(rted land; since no precautions, which 
the most enlightened prudence cquld em- 
ploy, might prove a sufficient protec- 
tion against the unavoidable calamities of 
war*. 

No sooner were the cQnf^erates reco- . 
vered from their first impressions of terror, 
than they began seripusly, to examine their 
rewHTces, that, they might prepare-for vi- 

• Tschamej". 

gorous 
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01IAP: gonH» resistance. The coudnct of the 
'^ ^ Lucemers at this disastrous crisis, ^did lt*< 
fioor to tiie ehurAtJters of theil- leaders. M 
ft nwment, vhen t^ rest of the Helvetic 
people wc«e acting under the impulse ^ 
ibeit feani they provided wiUi caotimR 
ibresight for the exigences of tlie tiine», 
and by t^ir reirohite <^pdsition preventeti 
the army from disbanding, till such ar- 
rftDgesnents bad been taken for the defence 
of Switzerland, as the pressure of circum^ 
stances required. 

No tfrent of importance however occiurred' 
during the tfemainder of the, year, wtridi 
was coniumed in preparations for the €»• 
suing^ campaign. But tbe affairs of the 
confederates had assumed a different m»- 
petrt i>om that, which they had hitheWB- 
ik>fn. Their troops were no longer deemesk 
invincible. Their frontierwas open toattach. 
Animated also by their recent seccess, the 
psrtisbiiif of Airistoerac}' renewed their se^ 
ctetintriguesi anticipating witti undisgu^e^ 
d^ight t9)« reslo^tioD df every ftod^ 
abuse. Many likewise of the Germaa 
priuces. signified their intention of become' 

in^ 
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ing.priacipala in the war,,and i»fe*e dJwedy g,bja-J'' 
taking active meaaures for eomcn^nciag ^^'*^- 
hostilities. Biiit various, circuinstances* 
v^ofa';it i would i^todiouai to. ectctmemts) 
ccnjdn9ed' : to fruatrate their jdesign^.aad 
to , evader the eo»()tK>|i &r mot6^. t(»iiaui-' 
able- <in [ idea, ;tfaaa. it proved to : be: in 
reality. ;■■■■ ,- ■ ., ii. .■ . -i ..' , ■:-:■;■] u .. 
: .The ofil^ pmvfW) i«dced^ whi<^ was io a 
situation to do effectual mischief, -\v^ Etb 
loQ^r ho^le; icThrougb theinii^iatioa of 
the duk&.'of Savoy r{yrbo had jnarried Jo^^ 
Jaoda, t}ie; da^^^'s sister) ajtoeaty had 
been concluded >betirben France land Swib* 
zerland, I oa the ff<dIo wing terms i S' That. a 
>'.gQ6d :iiind«iaUndi<ig iihould;thBncefortih 
.";aub^t,bet!Kreei>i^:two. countries;' that 
"acomoieBeial' iQtereourae ahovjld beeti- 
"jtabiisl}ed.J()n..th6 most JUberal footing; 
". thatin the eiwnt .6f. at ruptlire mth any 
" foreign power, that party, which was not 
" eng^ed in actual hostihtie-s should em' 
.", p]9y^;^t'sj., go9,d.,oifi(^ in , fe^our !iij|:;it'» 
*' aUy;i9nd,.fiaaIlyH,|ii4it.they shPiuld leQQt^ 
" pel those sCates^-ovier wluoh they^^cer- 
. TOLi zjj. K ** cised 
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£HAF. fattd authority, t» a ligid sbsfrranqe of 

"™J" thefc«going«rticlB«."» 

This tra&ty merits sttemtion, ob cfscoant 
of it's being the fimt«te^ toirard that ia- 
timate eannection, which sttbseqnai^; 
eubiisted betweea FmseeandSwitcerisnd, 
and which owed it's oi4^ to ih^ policy ai 
a prince, than whom there never existed « 
more inveterate aamtj ts the figlits and 
liberties of nwokind. 

It would be a mute «£ time to detil 
everjr efibit, wfaiciiwqs ioeffectiialty made, 
IQ engxg&^the coBtending parties to Mieatb 
Ae sword. For anther Sdiweits, nor Za^ 
tic, was yet i«<Bcie«tIy linnblcd to treat 
with that spifit oi qiodetation, which i^m 
aionegiviBt^wttoinegMititieDs. A trace, 
-liowQver, was&tkt>gth coacladed hy the 
.QIEcrtioiis of <^ eewtd^ of BSIe ; md the 
veasoa oo Ksi^er adniittiiig of ofieiuire 

* The duke of SaToy, th^ coiiDts of Neofchatel atld 
'Arberg, together with di^ tt^tfns ^ Bftle, Bteoiie,- »id 
-Solntewere specjRmlly MeW«(l, M «Uief oTIfa* cMlnd- 
-iwiwtio, . (ShoKil di JkiUSl. Vow, iSK.) 

;. opentiOBS, 
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operationi, tbey.mntiiallj agreed fo "is-^B*'- 
jMbd hostilities till tiiB fdlowing spring. -wn^^i^ 
. With altemaie succnsi and unabated mSt 
fury, th& war coDttaued during the grsateir 
part of the ensuing jear. Vessels, supe^ 
rior both in size ^nd m^niUde te any 
which had hithetta nangated the AI)Hne 
teas, contended in daily «ombat< on the 
lake of Zuric The town of Eappehwjl 
usaaUjr formed the point of contact, as the 
object of one pafty was to.iatroducev and 
tiat of the oth^r ts ihtercept auppliet. 
Bar titb purpose, of acting with gneaMt 
eneigy, itedingmadeoseofaflsatipglxU^ 
tery, tfoitiposed of the truaka of lofty pines, 
lashtd : together with strong ttaides, and 
capable of beating Bis^htmdiedmenv SmaS * 

boats wire 'elnployed in iowing this tni^ 
triiUy maiohine, celebrated ih HsWetie 
Ktory by the appeflatioti of the Bttfrt tilt 
it adcbpred under the trails of lUippersiwyl. 
Afiaojei by so po<)cl uttode Of attack^ j 

the gorem«r«f the tows at length d^ieed 
tite fidlowing stMtagiiin fer it's d43tmeti«m ' 
Large iron hooks Were fastened tit A stroiig 
cabtej and sank enMj <t the spot where 
K a the 
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ciiKf.^e Bear was commonly moored. In a 
J few days it returned, and be^an to di$- 
bharge.it's heavy artillery against.tbe walls. 
Scarcely however was the attack' com- . 
menced, wUen the crew perceived tbem- 
»elyes to be ^dually approaching the 
shbile, attfatted as it were by som^ magie 
pqwer, which no, effonts of.their's could 
resist. , : Thfr rqmp^rts . were Imesdi with 
spe^tPtorSt exulting at th4 succie!^ and ; 
io^naciog . their; .victims with- imme- 
.dia,te death. . Bat- at the very mo- 
ment when they- vere preparing to seize 
their prey, the cahlerbroke.X'liQ scene 
was: jioiv .totally changed ;„ allphopes of 
captvirihg . the hateful ; Tessel were ; Idst, .for 
evMij' and the. garrison ^vas. overwhelmed 
mih T^ge and 4i$aipp<untment» while; shoaits 
o£ triUAiph, find, of mockery, ce&ouinded 
4i<>nftlie\rest]ued Bear.* 
(/It i»' npt less an object of curiosity, tluin 
.of delight* to watch, the progress ctf liberty, 
imd tQ befaoM it diffusing^ froon. province >to 
p^oviace ple^y andihappAvess^ , iThid giate- 



* Stunjpr. BalUi^ei:.. . ... 

w A ful 
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ful sceneignD. where ^exhibited' more strik- CHAP. 
ingly than in the annaU of Helvetia. A^^'yO 
coincidence of views and interests had 
given rise loan intimate connection be- ■ 
tween her different republics and the city 
of BAle, which oocasioned an important 
change in the constitution of that commer- 
cial town. Innovations were daily intro- 
duced into it's form of government, tend- 
ing to encrease the rights of the -people at 
^ the expense of the privileged orders. Many 
of the nobles, who had unwarily betrayed 
their political opinions by a premature de- 
claration infavour of Austria, or had been 
detected in carrying on a clandestine cor- 
respondence with the dauphin, were con- 
demned to exile ; while those, whose es- , 
tates were held as fiefs under any foreign 
prince, were suspended from the exercise 
of every public ftinction, during the con- 
tinuation of the war. 

Availing themselves of the turbulence of 
the times, which relaxed every bond of 
social union, the inhabitants of Rheinfeld 
^deposed their governor, and proclaimed a 
republican constitution. No sooner was > 

K 3 intelligence 
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CHAP.inteU^nuw <^ this deciaw st^ reoesred 

thy th« Udvetie diet, than ta-oopft van 

ordered to march to the asaiataiice of t^ 

, . iasorgentt, who by tfam vigorous opera- 
tions compelled the citadel to ntrrender, 
tfaoog^ d«ke Albert in persoo, at the head 
of a considerable force, lay within ngbt of 
the town. 

In the course of this year, three attempts 
were made by the troops ci Znrie to aor- 
l^rise Baden ; which were all defeated by 
the vigibince- and activity of the townsmen . 
An enterprise howcTer, undertaloea in the 
depHK of winter to destroy the fiotilla of 
the eaemy, was attended with better suc- 
cess.; as the Beari with seTtttal smaller 

^446. vessels, was burnt; The naval atperiority 
of Zuric was now established, nor could 
all ihe efforts of the confederates regain 
the ascendency, which the negligence of 
Uieir commanders had losfc. 

ScwK;ely any thidgoccnrred beforethecon- 
f:lusion of the war, tliat is worthy of the ht^ 
torian's notice; if we pscept an expedkioo 
^vpwedly planned by the active genius of 
^he ApjpeDeellers, t^ executed with tlfe^ 
characteristic 
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efaaB^oteristtc int^pidity. A spot «&« »e-CHAp, 
kcted, ontbe banks of the Bbine, Sot ths ,^^"^ 
pmet^ raodezvoos of ike forces, which (ae* 
90tfd^g to Uk$ estabtished mode of Helve- 
tic service) were to consist of contingents 
from enretj caaton. Some vnfoseseea pb* 
fliftole bowever having iBterC0[>te4 tb^ 
pKnetealiCj of their &iendsi the Appenzel* 
idr», unwiUiftg to r^wa inaetiv^ resolve^- 
immediately to cross tbe riven. Having 
eff«ctect riie pais^e witbaut ^f^ositiodi 
they bid bbe adjacent countxy under cod* 
tRbttttan, and were returning homeward 
watbi a riflh booty, when they met aa Aus* 
triaacolvHBa. tt was on iJae festival of St 
Enadftlkn> the patron o£ Glari«. Ob that 
day of course tlie Glamevs, who had joined 
the AppenseUers on their marehy beUeved 
tfaemadves invincible; a94- when it wa| 
debated in a council of war wlietfaer they 
^a]d risk an edig^citie&t a^aiiiRt a mipe- 
' nor force, or seek seeui»ty among the 
Bdghbonnng mountains, tbey were unar 
mmotts ia, tbeir r^oiutioo act ito retreat^ 
The reiaaons indeed, alleged in support oi 
tbift r»ab d^^SKHai wot^ld pa»>oeed abmrdlj 
K4 frooi 
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CHAP.fron^ the mouth of a modern general ; but 

^i^ they were level with the uuderstaading of 

those who heard them, and too congenial 

with thftir feeliDgs to.be heard Without 

efFect. 

Instead of relying on the perfection of 
Helvetic discipline, the iexoellgnce of their 
position, or the courage of their men, toi 
a miracle lliey trusted for victtny. '^ It 
" would be the excess of impiety," said 
the devout Olamers, ** to question the 
" power of our tutelary saint, and the ex- 
** cess of ingratitude to doubt his inclina- 
** tion. He will , assuredly prove himself 
" another Joshua, and deliver us with glory 
^ from the hands of the enemy." This ex^ 
traordiaary argument was considered by 
the anny as Uie voice of inspiration, and 
infused into their breasts no less ardour, 
than if St. Priedelin himself had appeared 
^t their head, Without a' moment's hesi-f 
iation they prepared for battle, and orders 
ed the signal to be given for an imttiediate 
attack. Confident In their superiority of 
numbers, the Austrians had anticipated a 
l>IoodIess victory. Upon perceiving ther&- 

fpre 
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fore the enemy in motipn, their hearts miB-iCtiAT. 

xvm 
gave them, and they fled in disorder, leav« ci*vr-v 

iog a thousand dead on the field. 

Such was the last notable action of this 
bloody war. For while the contending v 
parties were actively preparing for anothes 
campaign, the unconquerable perseverance 
of the council of B&le put a final period tq 
the contest. It might have been reason- 
ably supposed, that so many frnidess at- 
tempts would have wearied out the spirit 
of Charity herself. Yet neither repulses, 
nor insults, nor ingratitude could exhaust 
the patience of men, whose duty it was to 
preach forgiveness and benevolence to their 
fellow-creatures. On their intercession con- < 
gresses were successively held at Rheinfeld, 
Wadiswyl, and Constance; and from the 
general tone of these conferences it was evi- 
dent, though nothing conclusive was deter- 
mined, that all parties looked wiUi secret 
anxiety to the termination of hostilities*. 

Impelled by this discovery, the count of 
Montfort humanely undertook to manage 

• Tschudi. 

the 
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CHA^. th« n^oeiftttoB in person; and in order tc| 
* obviate alL tbe impediroentt that mi^t ariM 
^m the sug^stioos of pride or precedeotj 
he invited the deputies iiMB tlie bdligexent 
cantons to mcset in a Tes9e^^ on the ladw of 
Zurio. HaTRig earned a point so impoFtant 
to the acGomplisbineDt of hi« detiga, be ex- 
patiated ia a long and pathetic discourse on 
the oalaraities which awaited their deyoted 
country, in case the war should be pEolract- 
ed. ByerfflryafgumeBt calculated to move 
tbe feeting^ of nten» to whom the ^ecepts (^ 
leligioa Md thd duties of patriotism were 
equally sacred, he conjured them to put a 
period to a contest^ which threatened ^e- 
^xuctioa to the cause of ireedom, 

Tenrified by this ahirming picture, the 
hearts oA the proudest began to relent; and 
an inclination toward mutual sacrifices was 
manifested en all sides. They consented 
to sit tegethiH: at the same tahle* . and to 
partahe of the same repast. There they 
conversed, with the familiarity of old ac- 
(}u^ntancer on the common interests^ 
Switzerland, and suggested projects for the 
total removal of those obstacles, which still 
stood. 
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stood in tbe way of peace. Nor did they c hap. 
£na]Iy $epaFate, till a day had been fixed 
for a general congress to meet at CoDstanoe; 
irbere they respectiTely promised to attend 
nik tiiose sentLinents of placabilkty, wit^ 
out -which all discuasioas are mevitablj 
vain*. 

Tbe cessation of hostiHties was howerer 
an event too adverse to Ihe vtenfa and 
viihes of Attstria, to be befadd by didce Al- 
bert witli indifiecence^ Nolbing tfae^MW: 
was omittedv on bis part» wloch could tesid 
to feed the ex^n^ flame ; till convinced 
by cepeatsd trials that tntngues and cor- 
n^ttitm coold no longer avail, he deter- 
mued to make a merit of necesBity, by en^ 
g^ng tiie leaders of the azisLtocratic fac- 
tion to send tlieir reprewatatrrea to Con** 
stance. 

Every circumstance now combined in 
favour of peace. The natural indolence of 
'S.n6&ii£'& tamper rendered him indifierent; 
to every object, which did npt operate with 
immediate pressare on the comforts of the 
IQomeat; while bis brother Albert, whom 



■ ii,Gi:H)(^Ie 



140 UiSTOBT OF THE 

CHAP, we have occasionally seen at the head of 
w^Y^k^ the Austrian armies, hid been- taught by 
rjepeated losses the impossibility of protec*^. 
ing an extensive frontier against the in- 
cursions of an enterprising foe. The fertile 
and once flourishing territorj^. of Zuric ex- 
hibited a mela'ncholy picture of devasta- 
tion and decay: while the other cantons 
deplored the fatal effects of neglected agri- 
culture and interrupted commerce. Such 
reflections, calmly suggested by the voice 
of reason, could not fail to produce a sink- 
ing change in the opinions of all, who were 
exempt from the influence of prejudice or 
passion. Itiflammatbry declamations were 
no longer crowned with popular applause, 
BOi* were violent counsels the unerring rood 
to favour and pre-eminence*. Such was 

the 

* After the death of Keding, hia aon succeeded to his 
municipal honours, and with them inhented his inveterate 
hatred toward Zuric. U might have been espected, that 
the noble .conductor those gallant volunteers, whom wb 
have formerly, mentioned under the name of the Jtom, 
would have escited the admiration of a generous foe; but 
R«ding insisted that every member of that association shoultl 
be excluded from, ^e benefit of the general amnesty, and 
' ■ ' w bani^ed 
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the pi«vaili»g disposition, ;when the depu-CHAp. 
ties assembled at Comtatwei iTberaeetiag ^^|^. 
V8S numerous, as mdst of tbe German 
princes attended in, person, or sent ambas- - 
sadors tbithe cMigress*. 

Though various scheides ^ere proposed 
as. a basis for pdaice^ yet so complicated 
were the inteiestsof tiie.bdligerentpoweiv, 
and so 6ppQsite tiie claims which ttiey^ad- 
¥anced, that. fresh! difficuities pd-esented 
themselv^.at.eviery session. -' Nb"inbt«tial 
progress . it was lobvious , could . be mtMfte j (bd 
long; as Zurie cootinufed to treat' in concert 
with Austritij .This induced tJlerco^ni-Ba^ 



d for ever from Switzerland.' The obstinacy, with 
which thbtotlditto'il'wiii3tirgeii,y]itorteb tikiiid ofiiivobti- 
liar}it:<»sent on the' part ofZbric; bb ittdt Ute»< : vtiliUtt 
.d^ippponafmiist hay« reint^ai«d fw, ftvtf, fitnxteffSj ,tq -^^ - 
MtiTe land, had they not been Geci;etly|assiste^ \)y t\itJLaf\- 
duninati of Uri, who suffered himself to be carried a pri- 
soner to a c'ikh in Suabta, whei^ he was detuned in hd- 
noinSle eiptiyity, tilt tlte iiiiiiuitoua determinatHiA vnu h^ ' 
. vtneii May. lU; xhi . ■ ' ■ i, ; . . ." 

* Among the former were Albert duke of ^yi^Of^ ' 
Lewis count ^Palatine, the two mai^raves of Baden^ tbe 
cgunt of Wirtemberg, and the bishop^ of B&le and Spires; 
■mqiig Ui^ Ititteri theelectofsof Meiitz andTre'tes^ 

Tschudi, XIII. 4&7, 8tc. 

* . ' latins 
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CKAP.lfttine'to nr^ the adoption of a difenmt 
J syOjem ; as lie was persuaded t^nt, Mthea 
peace was concluded between tiw Helvetic 
«tate8, few obstades would remain to en- 
counter. His project was aoct^pted witfa 
tbeprevioDS stipulation, ** that immediately 
on the ceasaticm of hostilitiet, the prBonen 
spon both aides should be ndeaied ! '' 

To acuoKUnodate the jarring interestR of 
Ihe HdTetic States, it was at length re- 
solved to have recourse to tlie ancient an4 
constJtutioaal mode; with the single dif> 
fereascx, tbat^tbe arbitraton-wne directed 
%o meet at KaiaeiBbild, instead of Eiuaied- 
len*. It was farther settled, that each 
party should retain possession of the coo- 
ipiests, whsdi tbey bad made, till the fital 
•ward was prononnced. Suffice it to ftdd, 
that by the definitive treaty few advan- 
tages were gained on either side; thong;h the 
piide of the Schweit^ers was essentially .gnt' 
tified by the dissolution of the league be* 
tw«te Zuric and Austria. 

Among the consequences resulting front 
he war, cue of tibemoetreiBai-kablc «ai^. 

• Tsdiudi, ib. 474, fce< 

d». th« 
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the extensioa of all the Helvetic privileges *^f[f * 
to the canton of Claris, which had hitherto *• 
been subject to partial restrictions. The 
cession of Ky burg to the house of Austria 
Tras, likewise ratifed. But in the space of 
a few years, that valuable possession re- 
verted to Zuric, upon her liquidation of the 
debt due to the emperor for the expences 
of the war« 
It is worthy of remark, that from tliis 
' fpoch the (;onfederates have been dis- 
tinj^ished by the general denominatioA of 
Swiss, front the Schweitz^rs, who were 
universally considered as the origiaal movera 
^d chief supporters of the war. 



CHAP- 
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GHAPTKR XIXv 



J^mensiqm between Berne and Frihurg-^Si- 
tuafion and t^iews of the House of Austria 
•^Invasion .of the Tkurgau-r^Ptlgrim de 
Meudorf— Affairs of MilaTi^^B,ise and 
Character of the, SfiirzaFamily. — Siege and 
Treat^ofWaldshut—'DistressofSigismund 
—Charles the poldt duke of Burgundy— 
His ambitious Tryects devehpeQ—Hagen- 
bach — Intrigues of Lewis Xl.- King of 
France — His Rivalship with Charles- 
League between Sigismund and the Swiss. 



, "PVURING the tremendous coDflict ia 
^ which the Helvetic people were en- 
gaged, Friburg steadily persevered in a sys- 
tem of oeutrality, the motive of which, it 
is not easy to explain. As the ancient 
enmity, which had so long subsisted be- 
tween that state and Berne, was still un- 
- extinguished 
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extinguished, it would have been natural chaj>. 
for the fViburghers to have availed them- >.-^ 
sdves ef'thegeneral distress, and by urging 
their claims at that critical moment, to 
have extorted a full indenmity for former 
injuries. Contrary however to public ex- 
pecfetion, they regarded the struggle with 
as much indifference, as if theyiiad 'beea 
totally unconcerned in It^s issue. But no 
aoon«' .was peace concluded than a ch-cuni- 
stance, in itself of lit file importance, rekind- 
led the dormant -flame. , A citizen of tBerne 
was dain at Friburg in a po'pular a:ffi'ay,— 
Suchaccrdents, in those-days of turbulence, 
were by no mean's uncommon-; yet as tlid 
deceased had been a zealotis advocate "for 
WM", bis deitth was attributed to design ; 
and the senate in consequence, with a tbiie 
of defiance, demanded initarrt and signal 
reflress. Various other xrauses combined 
to increase the -vehemence of party, among 
tfbipt the following deserves particidaT no- 
tice, as it shows that in all ages of .the woild 
the-most trifling causes have aflbrded mat- 
ter ^br national quarrels. 

ILouisa 4lytsch, a Jady of great fortune 
VOL. III. , Xt aad 
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c HAP. and beauty, was sought in marriage by the 
i-.-v"^ eldest son of a senator of Berne, and by a 
noble youth of Friburg. On both sides, 
the contest was supported with all the ar- 
dour of juvenile passion ; and a day was 
even appointed to decide the quarrel by 
single combat. At length the magistrates 
interfered, and after strictly prohibiting all 
' farther acts of aggression, prevailed on the 

exasperated rivals to refer their dispute to 
the council then sitting at BS.te. This choice 
of umpires cannot fail to excite our surprbe, 
as it appears a ludicrous perversion of of- 
fice to occupy the pious gravity of an ec- 
plesiastical synod with the profane cooten- 
tions of love. Impelled no doubt by the 
spirit of charity, the reverend fathers un- 
dertook the arduous function, and met in 
mock solemnity to determine to which of 
' her suitors this Helvetic Helen sliould be- 
long. But in the midst of their holy labours, 
Louisa at once put an end to the contest 
. by retiring into a convent, where she shortly 
" -s^terward assumed the veil. Having thus 
heroically sacrificed domestic happiness to 
a high sense of duty, she vainly flattered 
herself 
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herself that with the cause of dissension, cji a p. 
dissension itself would tenninale. " Unfor- 
tanately, however, though her person had 
ceased to be in question, a violent alterca- 
tion between -two noble families of Berne 
andFriburgjTespectingthe possession of her 
estate ; and the connexions on both sides 
took so active a part in the contest, that 
ft national rupture was apprehended. 
Alarmed for the ptobable consequences, 
the otlier cantons interposed, and at length 
effected a reconciliation by alloting to each 
of the contending houses a moiety of the 
spoil.* 

A misunderstanding between the duke 
of Savoy and Friburg scarcely deserves the 
historian's notice, as it possessed none of 
those striking features of bravery, which 
usually characterised the Helvetic wars. 
But we cannot pass over in equal isilence, 
the wise- provisions, which were jointly es- 
tablished at this time by all the confederate 
governments, in order to repair the ravages 
of civil discord. It is in the internal ad- 

* May. IIL xxi. 

L 2 ministfetion 
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CHA'p..miDifltmtK)n ofsi ooutttry, an, the enactment 
i.i«-xw of salutary la^ii^, tbe encouragements .af- 
forded to .industj'y, laoii tbp ■meisiHies rpiuv 
«ited fcff Jthe s,iippr<eet9i4m iif vijce an^ iraiiOO'- 
Tality, ithat the ttalents . of -atatesman ^afe 
more JusefuHy diapilayed, -thwi in fprmujg 
plans of conquest,, -or [adding fresh ineuui- 
iirances -to a couBliry, alisady sinking he- 
jieath it's gigantic growth. Nortihing,howr 
ever, was omitted by liie Helv«tic gowero- 
ouents, 'which xould either augm^eot -the 
happiness of the people, ox increase ihe 
security of the *tate. Avaiiling themsd^es 
of the weakness incidental to a 'v^cani 
throne, the Umers took posaesaHHn of. the 
Ijeviintine vale, .upon thic exlincition ts£ 
the ¥i£conti family, ^before the iI)HUia>Bfise 
iiad deX^rmined upon wiieon to tconf^ tiie 
■vacant. cro-wji*. 

-TiieincM^asing fane of Helweiaairettdewd 
lier alhoiice an olii^ect of interest tfi> all ihe 
aidjacentstaleff.. Hence jaany ijaronfi, trip 
iiad ianmeiiiy t^erided' rtrhe urusbic imaoaerp 
■and iiahiteiof iher cpeasuuit Htaitoamen, :iiov^ 

courted 
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courted her friendship. Neithear was her chap. 
influence any longer restricted to the nar^ ^^-^-w. 
row sphere of? Alpine politics ; for in- the fol- 
lowing year, Charles^ Vfl, king of France, 
induced by tlie shrewd solicitations of tlie 
dauphin, concluded a.freaty with the eight- 
cantons, for' the estaijlishmeut of certain- 
eoounerciaX regulations, tending equally to 
the benefit of botli parties. This negocia-, 
tion, though, confined to objects of small: 
importance, ivas highly hononrablis to the 
Hdvetic confedOTacy, who now treated as 
independent states with one of the nnwt 
powerful princes of Europe,' 

ThegaUant behat^iour of the Appertzel- 
lere during the civil war, had excited the 
. admiration and gratitude of all their allies; 
and as the prudence which they displayed 
at that momentous crisis had eifi^eed the 
memory of former errors, no valid reason^ 
existed for excluding them from, the bene- 
fits of the Helvetic league. They were in- 
consequence admitted by unanimous con- 
sent,, tliough under the same limitations as 
Zag and Claris had formerly enduped, ow'? 
tiffiii firet accfiiWDUi to the confederacy. 

L3 The 
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CHAP. The spirit of liberty was daily spreading, 
J^v-0 *nd it is happily in the order of nature 
that it should spread. The blessings ob- 
viously resulting from a "free constitution 
ensure the downfall of despotism in every 
nation surrounded by people, who are no 
longer slaves. This important axiom may 
serve as a clue ami.dst the labyrinth of mo- 
dern politics, and explain in various in- 
stances the secret motives of kings and mi- 
nisters, in pursuing measures which appa- 
rently militate against the established prin- 
ciples of justicfe, wisdom, and interest. 

Induced by the enchanting prospect 
continually before their eyes, the towns of 
St. Qal and Sfaaffhausen solicited an union 
witli the Helvetic confederacy. The former, 
engaged in a fresh contest with the abbot, 
sought shelter from the fury of a prelate, 
upon whom the favourite precept of his di- 
vine master was never known to have made 
the smallest impression : while the latter 
was actually invested by an Austrian army, 
and unable to hold out, unless immediately 
assisted by tlieir more powerful neighbours. 
Aperpetualalliaoce was accordingly formed 
between 
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between Scbaffhausen and tlie cantons chap. 
of Berne, Zuric, Lucerne, Schweitz, Gla-,^,-^ 
risj and Zug ; irhich was no sooner made 
public, than the Austrians broke up their 
camp and raised the siege*. 

The many hardships to which Uiey had 
been exposed during thexionteat between 
Zuric and the other cantons, rendered the 
citizens of Rapperswyl more averse thao 
ever from the Austrian yoke. Nor was it 
"without sufficient grounds, that they com- 
plained of the severity of their lot, wlych 
exposed them, in the e\'ent of a rupture 
between Austria and the federative states, 
to bear all the brunt and burthen of the 
war; while the remote situation- of their 
sovereign's dominions almost precluded the 
possibility of his sending troops to their re^ 
lief. I'his spirit of disaffection augmented 
daily, in proportion as an habitual inter- 
coarse with republican Helvetia, led them 
progressively to question and to deny the 
legality of a government, under which the 

* Tiichudi, liv. 
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CHAP, diwties of allegiance and protection were by 
^^ nd means rfici|irocal. 

Apprised of the impending danger, Si- 
gisniubd* in vain attempted to provide an 
■ adequate remedy* The garrison was. chang- 
fed, to make room for troopa in whose fi- 
delity he FCpoaed greater confidence ; the 
leaders of the republican party were seized 
and imprisoned ; and a: more ri^rons^ &ys^ 
tem was iiitroduced into every apartment 
of it's -govermnent. But severity is sel- 
dom prddiictiye 6f permanent banefit. It 
jnay stifle for ft time the murmurs of dis-^ 
(A>fit^t ;■ bat where the , eorttpression has 
bd^n^rong, the explb»oii will be propor^ 
tionally violent , 

Findii^ hb^ffeTer that tb6 ex|)eriirKnt 
(Kd tiOt succeed, Sigismund, who was na* 
tui^lly of a timid disposition, determined 

*^ SgJMtnmd.ifdi the son «f dnlieFredenc^ win) aDtad. 
to memoralfle a part during the couscilof CoDM«ii»t' 
He Iiad rsceuttj obtained the investiture of' bis father'i 
ttates, and with tfiem inherited a gieat variety of cpiilto-: 
Terledclaims indifiFerent parts of Switzerland. Stumpf, 

VI, Twhudi^Xiv, 

tQ 
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to poTsne an <ypf>osite course. Thd voice c mar 
of pepsuasioH, it was supposed, woctI^ pn*- -ry^ 
dace what had been ineffectuallj' attempted 
by the tone of authority. Hence th* 
troops were fecatledy the triiyunafe reform- 
ed, amd the prisoners released, withonlf 
even am atteB»pt to bring tbem to trial. 
This saddew ehajig& was attributed to fear. 
The FigottfF of his former conduct had ren-t 
dered hiva rtre ofeject of detestation, hi* 
Vant of resolujion i^w eixposed him to t\ft 
worst oif calamitKS that can befal a sove* 
reigo, coatempt. A system of coepciom 
ought never to be purssed, except in cases 
of extreme necessity, and in those cases it 
should' be pursaed with constancy. The 
gover»«»eiJtv which relaxes, before the dan- 
jgGT eejwes,. iftu«fc inevitably fall. 

A€ this important crisis, when nothing 
i»tt5 wanting to subvert tlie Austrian power 
hut the cefteinty of finding friends among 
Ae Helvetic states a body of miHtia, re- ■ ' 
filming frcrm the Thurgao, marched und^r 
the walls of Rappersftiryl. Although their 
passage is represented by the Swiss histo- 
rians as sim|fly the effect of accident, yet 

the , . 
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CHAP, the coincidence of circumstances can hardly 
^^ fail to excite a strong suspicion of design. 
For no sooner' did the column appear in 
sight, than th^ people rose, tore down the 
insignia of Austrian supremacy, and de- 
clared themselves a free and independent 
state*, under the protection of the Hel- 
vetic confederacy. The news of this event 
excited a general cry of x^esentment through- 
out all the Austrian provinces, where it 
•was represented as a 6agrant infraction of 
the recent peace ; since by an express ar- 
ticle, the confederates had bound them- 
selves never to admit into their alliance the 
vassals or dependents of Austria. The 
truth of this allegation was too manifest to 
admit of excuse, and could be defended 
on the plea of necessity alone. Induced 
by a sense of duty, or a secret attachment 

.' to the imperial family, the senate of Zuric 

protested against the measure in the 
strongest terms. But the Austrian minis- 
ters were too much accustomed to the 
language of duplicity, to believe them ac- 

* Stumpf, lb. and Tachudj. 

tuated 
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tualed by honest motives. The Zuricfcersc^AP* 
resented their want of faith with the in- .-v^ 
dignation of conscious integrity ; while the 
Austrians retorted an unqualified charge 
of prevarication and hypocrisy. Each 
party grew daily more intemperate in their 
language, and all confidence between them 
was speedily destroyed ; an event the most 
fortunate for the prosperity of Switzerland, 
as it finally dissolved an unnatural con- 
nexion, from the continuance of which 
nothing but ruin could have ensued*. 

During the contest between Austria and 
the Swiss, the Rheinthal by it's exposed 
situation had suffered severely from the 
frequent incursions of the Appenzellers, 
who no sooner discovered an unguarded 
spot, than they poured like a torrent from 
their mountains, to deluge and destroy the 
plain below. We have already seen to 
what a state of humiliation and distress 
duke Frederic had been reduced, by im- 
prudently espousing the desperate cause 
of papal comtptiont. Among the pro- 

♦ Simlw. t Vol. II. jtiv. 
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CHAP, vinces sm-rendered. to Si^smuftid.,, a* the 
j*-vC price of peace„theRh.eiuthaJ was-injckided;. 
whicir by a subsequent laegociation was 
Uansfeiretl to the hpuse of Toggenburg. 
Convinced from experience, tliat no per- 
manent tranquillity could be expected, 
while disunited from republican Helvetia,. 
tiie rejwesentatives oflthe iatecount oHutted 
no oppoFtunity of conciliating the friend- 
sjiip of those gallaat mountaineers, though 
purchaseablc only by the cession of that 
romantic district, which in defiance of tlie 
threats and remonstrances of the emperor 
Frederic, was now annexed in perpetuity 
to Appenzel*- 

In order more clearly to elucidate the 
transactions, which are now about to oc- 
cupy our attention, it becomes requisitei 
to examine the internal politics of Austria^ 
The extensive possessions of that powerful 
family were at this time divided among 
three branches ; Frederic, who was seated 
on the. imperial throne, consoled hiipself 
for the want of real power by a pompous 

* TKhudi, ib, 

5 display 
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JiE|)lay Hof graiidebr and suipreiriacy. His chap. 
patrimonial dominions comprised scaroeijr / ' 
anything :be8ide ithe ibaicreh mountains of 
Stiria, and were .sq ttrtaily inadecjuate to 
the dignity tt<f 'lais Sta;tion, *ba:t duping a ' 
jongand tempestuous reign, it ie not easy 
to idetennihe wfcerther 'the trantty, or Jflbe 
we^iiesB Jof tbi« imperiail "beggar inost 
merits 'Our commiseration. The ddrfiies 
of Catnicfe and Gajiinthia !bel©nged- also 
■6) the eldea- feraiftc^h, but" were mow tieild 
as appendages -by duke Albert, the empe- 
ror's ttpother. To compensate indeed ttbe 
d€gficiew(;ie8 ■ of ftjrtH«€, Frederic, under 
TarioBs preteacefc', for a Jong time', kept 
possession ©f 4be lypol, Suabia, and Al- 
(Sace, iclnch belonged to ibis cousin Sigis^ 
mufid ; but in spite of ^H Ws a;rtifi<;es^ "he 
3iad ibeen vee&iMy con]5>e'Hed todo amtple 
JHStice to that 'kyored prince. IHie fruit- 
Ifel iprorincee &f A'nstria, Be^iemia, and 
Hungary were subject to Ladislaus, the 
«ldest son nf Albeit "15., Trho dnfing flie 
sTiort period in which lie fillefl fhe lot- 
perial throne, had given to tfif waurW .so 
flattering 
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CHAP. flattering a presage of his future glo- 
^ Ty*. 

, From this partition of territory arose a 
complication of interests, which occasioned 
■ continual wars. Had the councils of Hel- 
vetia been invariably directed by the dic- 
tates of wisdom, she would have endea- 
voured to preserve the strictest neuti^itj 
between the contending parties. And suck 
in fact was the plan, which slie actually 
traced for her future conduct. But not- 
withstanding her sage resolutions, she was 
imperceptibly hurried onward by the cur^ 
rent of events, till she became a principal 
in the boisterous scene, and at : length 
found herself involved in a contest of far 
greater magnitude than any in which she 
had hitherto engaged. 

Notwithstanding the arrangements made 
with the abbess of Seckingen (which were 
detailed in a former volume-j-). Sigismund 

* LadiaUiu inherited Anitria ia rigbt of his fallier, 
and Bohenuaand Hai^i^inthatof bis mother. Schmidt, 
IX. 
■ t Vol. I. Tin. ■ . 

Still 
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stiJI pretended to certain feudal rights in chap. . 
the canton of Claris, as the. representative C^ 
of their ancient sovereign, though every 
prerogative, offensive to freedom, had 
been abrogated l>y a solemn treaty. In- 
dignant at an attempt, which struck direct- 
ly at their most precious privileges, the 
natives unanimously resented the affront ; 
declaring their readiness, if driven to that 
cruel extremity, to assert theu independ- 
ence by the sword.* Neither was the 
canton of Zuric moi^ amicably disposed 
toward the house of Austria. The pos- 
session of Winterthur appeared so essen- 
tial to lier future security, that no measure 
would have been deemed unjust, which 
would have insured the acquisition of that 
important fortress. 

Witii respect to the other cantons, no 
positive grievance could be alleged ; but 
war was become; habitual to the Alpine 
peasant, and had perverted his taste for 
the tranquil enjoyments of a pastoral life. 
In such a state of mind, when the n^ost 

• Tschudi. 

trifling 
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CHAP, triflmg provocation would l>ave sufficedte 
,>v^' kindle the flame (rf war,' the mtrigui^ 
policy of ■Rome euinraOT»ed4o the field the 
natives of Helvetiia as the chosen cham- 
pions of the church. Contiguity of ter- 
ritory, that inexhauatible source of politi- 
cal dissension, having occasioned a recent 
quarrel between the bishop -of ©risen aai 
Sigismund duke of Attstria, the former -had 
been so rigorously treated by 'bis. victo- 
rious adversary, that the sovepeign pontiff 
thought fit to interfere in his behalf. ©Ht 
as anathemas and interdicts ^Imd lost 'm»ch 
of their ancient .force, it wasnot unusorf 
for ihe court df 'Rome to delegate to an- 
other the esecution of «n office, iMbicfh 
e«GC^ded *bc compass of it's own dimi- 
nished powers. The choice of ithe^eFSon, 
appointed to avenge her wrongs, ,wa8 in 
. general dictated by thfrt sagacity, ymkh 
directed all -the councils of (he Vaticam ; 
and *inGC in the present instance none ap- 
peared so deeply interested fs ithe con- 
federates in despoiling Sigismand, thej 
■were consequently selected as the mini- 
sters 
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iters of papal indignstioo to |i|y MfMte t^« csHjir. 
Tyrol with ftte and swqr4, J^ 

Kgianund, whow ab^trACter Exhibits f 
motfy ooBopoupd of ffialmow SuMi tiiflii 
ditf, tnok Mght at tb« gathering stprp^ 
wdendBapoiunl to avert it's f»!j l? "(? 
most hamiUating concession?. Su( ti)^ 
iafiusnceaf Eome was n» l»ng^ abl^ (^ 
aHay the tempest, wbict it h«(t Wcite4( 
The troopj of Liiceme and Vntenr^ildm 
were ah%ady masters of the ino^t dilpjQMl^ 

p&^es jo^thQ flioiintaipB; and wbm or- 
dened bx the legats tp eiispend theif march, 
they repked Ytith ^rgrntts, '' That it waf 
" an imaiiable principle vith the Helv»^g 
" peopleAsver to return with erot>ty band* 
" irhea once they bad taken the field." 

It was in vain for the papal commissaries 
to mufonttrate. Tba Tbargai) was vpen 
to invasioD, nor wwc tb« patjvts prepaiie^ 
far neeistBDce. In flwpy dietricSs th«i Sjyjgj 
were regarded in the light of (mnii,. wfc* 
caoie to deliver tb« )fl.bab<ta)>t« frt^ fyf 
yoke of oppression- Ti« magistrate* g( 
Frauenfeld opened their gat(*s, and received 
them with every denonstration of gratitude 

roj,. IB. M and 
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G H A p. and joy. Fussaeh, a strong fortress be- 
*--y^ tween Bregenz and Rhemeck, though un- 
der the protection of the Austrian garrison, 
was carried by storm. The militm of Zuric 
lay' bdbve Winterthur, while another corps 
of republicans was occupied, in the si^ 
of Diessenhofen. Other detachments over- 
ran the county of Sargans; took Freuden- 
Berg, Wallenstadt, and Nidberg ; and hav- 
ing crossed the Rhine, laid Bregenz nndeir 
contribntion. . 

" Terrified by their rapid progress, Sigis- 
mund had recourse to negociation,' declar- 
ing himself ready to purchaste |>eace at 
]4fli any price. And a treaty was accordingly 
concluded, by which the Helvetic states 
were left in possession of all their con- 
quests.* 

This temperate conduct, on the part of 
the duke of Austria, is so inconsistent with 
former precedents, that it becomes neces- 
sary to investigate the motives from which 
it ai'ose, lest we should suppose it ^the re- 
»ull! of prudence or of magnanimity. The 

• Stetllw, ir. Tschudi, ib. 
■ - ■ .' youthful 
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3<outhful Ladislaus was lately : dead; acttA'pr 
victim (if we may believe some historiaus) \_^J^ 
to the barbarous policy of the emperor, 
•who- took away his life when he found it 
impossible to take away his crown.*. 

It would be foreign to our plan to de- 
scribe the concussions which i^ntthe east- 
em provinceBf of Europe, and shook lo it's 
very basis the power of AustHai i The ex- 
ploits of PodSebrand and Huuiades exhibit 
humari fortitude in the most cofiafpicuoua 
light ; but the revolutions of Bohemia and 
Hungary come not within the province; of ^ ' 
the aiEknalist rf lieTyetla. ■\_:, , 

' .Oi-the'ideath-pf Ladislausy ^C; right pf 
sticcds^i to the dndtiy.Cif Austria (feet 
came.a:source,.of cOptdntion b^>veeO'th« 
empeilor *nd> hjs .brotbef All^ert. ; Bojih 
pai-fcira iapplied to. the Swiss for-Bjiipjfort S 
hut tte Hielyetic g*>vernmeiiti;S^B¥ibj0^>;(^ 
the ajdvjkatages. whijah iwuld not fiwl S^ 
accrue to them ifrooii ttte^ d:(^nestj^[t|])|^rf- 
relfi, shtewdljf dJQiflriFlled.Miterfering ist^'Uti 

* Tfiis 'ftccusatioD is supported by. most of the Swiss 
historians. ^ 

M 2 ' contest, 
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CHAR contest, or taking any 8te[>8 toward pro- 

i moting a lecoQciliatioti. 

Notwithstanding this prudent resolution, 
however, it was scarcely possible that 
peace iliDnld continue. The hftti<ed viudi 
subsisted between' the two countries was 
too lempeBtuous wholly to subside. Even 
the aHe^oations of obscure individnals were 
magni5ed into subjects of national dissen- 
skAi, while every actioa cap£d>le of an uo- 
^ouva'bte interpvetation was in^libly re* 
Resented iiv ' die most disadvaatagcous 

• coloars. 

PUgrim de Heudotf; a Tastal of tixi 
bou^e of Austria, hiad kmg infests the 
inliabitftQts c'f SbAlffaausen by predatoiy 
vncumtms, ^tbrnigh i^y* had i«p«atedly 
^pplicated for redreas. A ootitest hdying 
ia(?e»J- gwiseti with r€g«rd to thp limits of 
l^e^ reflpeotive juriadictiotis^ Filgriai ap- 
|)fea3ed to ^ah Austiian tribunal, ^before 
iH»i>«hite sumtooned ftbedepbtiesof Shaff- 
iiauMib, to appear.' ^TerriBed at 'the pro- 
spect of a quarrel with Austria, the magi- 
strates Would 'have infallibly submitted, 
had they not been secretly encouraged by 

n,<j,-7=^-h,Gi:u)(^Ie 
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tl« confederates, who promised in tbeCBAP. 
event of a rupture, to afford effectual sup- J-v>^ 
port. ' - 

lo other times, a dispat^ of this nature 
would probably have invc^v«d the confe-. ■ 
da-ates m a war ; but the unconquerable 
indolence of Frederic's temper induced 
him rather to endure an insult, than to . 
seek redress with the sword. This trans- 
action otherwise unworthy of the historian's 
attention, is here noticed, as having proved 
a leadiog step toward the emancipation of 
Shaffhausea, 

"We have aJready stated the extinction 
of the ViscOTiti family ; but it is necessary 
once more to advert to the affairs of Milan, ^^y 
as of a theatre^pon which the confe- 
derates are destined to act a conspicuous 
part. After the death of Philip Visconti, 
Frsmcis Sforza, wlio had married one of his 
aatunal daughters, supporting his equivo- 
cal ti^ witli the addr^ and courage of a 
consummate warrior, succeeded to the va- 
cantthrone. The extraordinary rise of this 
celebrated man, the bastard son of a Nea- 
politan peasant, into a conspicuous place 
M 3 amon^ 
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CHAP, among the greatest princes of his age, d#- 

Jr>^ mands our particular regard. 

* Jacomuzzo Sforza, or AtiendulOi as 
he Avas then caUed ^for he did not assume 
the name of -^orza, till he had raised him- 
self to pre-reminence in arms) was one day 
following his plough, when a company of 
soldiers accidentally traversed the field. 
The splendid accoutrements of war attract- 
ed his attention. A secret instinct more 
rapid than reflection, whispered to Ms beat- 
ing heart, that he was designed by Heaven 
for higher occupations than those of the 
sickle and the spade. Yet before ho finally 
embraced the resolution of abandoning his 
home, he had recourse to the decision of 
chance. For this purp^jie, he tlirew the 
plough-share into a tree {the thickest, pro- , 
bably, that he could find) resolving to 
follow the dictates of his inclination, if it 
remained suspended, but to adhere t<J his 
original vocation, if it fell to the ground. 
It did not fall. Jacomuzzo therefore, re- 
pouncing his rustic garb, enrolled himself 

" Gaillard, Histoire de Pran96b. 1. \0S. 

a soldier. 
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a soldier. Nor had he cause to repent hisc h ap. 
determination ; . for talents like his were ^^-v-O 
not formed for hu^jible life. With a ce- 
lerity beyond example, he passed through 
all the gradations of miUtary rank, >till he 
became the most illustrious of the Italian 
Candottieri, and had at one time an army 
of seven thousand men.devoted to him by 
the united influences of confidence and af- 
fection. His venal services, analagously 
to the genius of the age, were constantly 
directed by the suggestions of- interest; 
and the party, which was able ,to bid the 
highest, might surely reckon on his support. 

Having thus attained the summit of his 
vifiahes, Sforza bccahie ambitious of traus- 
^aitting his name and power to a worthy 
successor. But as none of his legitimate 
children were endowed with the necessary 
qualities, he devoted himself to the educa- 
tion of Francis, a natural son, who gave* 
early proofs of superior genius, and pro- 
mised to tread in his father's steps with 
increasing reputation. 

After haying defended the Milanese 

during the reign of Philip Visconti, Francis 

M4 took 
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t HAt'. tobk p6ss4ssion of it up<5ii his death, And 
*^_, so great Vas his tenown, both as a pohtir 
dati aAd a warrior, -that on mounting the 
,ducal thfOnS, he readied Offers both from 
the emperor and the pope to confirm his 
Usurpation, if he tn>uM consent to bold the 
duchy as a fief. Confiding howeVer in the 
)M>undless resources pf his own mind, he 
disdained to vi^r a dependent crown. In 
his estimation no title could be better than 
that, by which he had sfetured the reversion 
of his father's power, the title of the 
swonto. 

His t&Ietits »et« not confined to military 
bperatiOAs : In the cabinet, he was equally 
llistingtrished. Louis XI. king pf Franc*; 
■SfhOse knowledge of mankind was nertt 
doobted, rated his abilities so high, that 
he is said to havp consulted him upon the, 
ttott importtot transactions of his reign; 
6nd ifl particular to haVe beeil guided by 
his ad»ice, in plahniog tlie overthrow of 
that dirtgefous conspiracy, wlilehdecorale4 
rebellion with the specion^ name of ^ 
ptAtrnt Tbn ■tut psttie 6x)OD. 
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A powerj erected oa meiit, is predftrions CH apI 
fis tbe life of its jjosseBsor. After tbedrntb ^^ 
of Francis, lh« discontented and tbe twd* 
tiaus began to indulge in, the wild ahi- 
ineras of enterprise and ambition. ■ Find« 
ing herself too weak to contend singiy 
against the impending storm, hi« vrldow 
Bianca applied to the- Swi^, c^eritig th«ta 
tbe most advantageous conditioBB, p|t}vid* 
ed they would ertgage in her defen<}e. 

Delighted with the prospect of figtu^ing 
on a more exalted tii^tre, the Swis^ em- 
braced the proposal with all the eageTucBft 
Df men, whose leading paftsi<^ waa 1^ 
love of glory ; and a convention wai ih. 
consequence signed, establishing afiriea^ 
iy intercourse between the two countries, 
tmd en&cting certain provisieos for tb^ir 
tnutual secutity, in tbe evfint of a fuptam 
Wilh any foreign power. This treaty, *e- ' 
tebrttted in Helyetic history under tiie titte 
i^f the CAfsTULATs OP Milax, vnA iO) 
Iboner condttded, than an «bstactie Bl'dsb 
irhich threatened to intercept it's sahrtary 
effects. For so completely occupied had 
Jhe contracting parties been in providing 
• ■ against 
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^ **,i^" again»t external agression, that they orcr- 
Jooked an object .of the highest importaDce 
to their own immediate tranquillity. 
. The Umers were masters of the Ijevan- 
tiiie vale, and positively refused to surrendei 
it ; deplaring, in unequivocal terms, that 
they considered possession as the only just 
criteriba of property. The court of Milan, 
on the other hand, insisted on the resti- 
tution ; so that ill all probability the uqioa 
wouI4 scarcely have survived its formation, 
had not an expedient been devised, which 
affqrded a salvo for ducal pride without 
compromising Swiss interest. The claim of 
feudal supremanqy over that romantic 
district had hitherto resided in the chap- 
ter of Milan*; but b^ing now trans- 
ferred to the duke, the investiture was 
'granted in form to the Umers, upon their 
.consenting to hold tlie contested province 
as a fief. History alxtunds witli instances 
of a similar kiDd> which tend to display 
at once the craft and the weakness of hu- 
manity. 

* Tscbudi, ib. 

No 
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No sooner had Sieismund consented chap. 

XIX. 

to the cession of the Thurgau, than he was 
convinced of the impossibiHty of retaining 
Winterthur, which was now entirely sur- 
rounded by the Helvetic republic; He 
therefore willingly entered into a negocia^ 
tion for the sale of it. 

* Trifling indeed was the sum requlr^ 
for balancing the account ivith the duke 
of Austria; yet it reduced the senate of 
Zuric t6 the disagreeable necessity of im- 
posing additional taxes. And in those 
enviable days of fiscal inexperience, the 
exaction of an extraordinary impost was. 
umversaliy regarded as a public calamity^ 
In many places the peasants refused obe- 
dience to the decree, and drove away the 
collectors of tlie new revenue by force. 
This outrageous conduct was particularly 
observable in those districts which lay 
contiguous "to the confines of Schweitz. 
The animosity, which had so long subsisted 

• The purchase was coricluded.for 10,000 florins, 8,000 
of which were diie from the house of Austria on account of 
an aucieut debt. BuUin^cr. 

between 
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C H A t>. betiveen iJie ^ival cantons of Sch weitz and 
■'^^^Zuric, inspired the insurgents with a well- 
fiHinded hope of their being supported by 
t^ former. The event too amply justified 
their expectations; and things proceeded 
to such extremities, that the 4ict was ob- 
liged to interpose, and to declare in the 
name of the Helretic people it's £nn re- 
solution of supporting Zuric in the legal 
exercise of her constitutional rights.* 

Meanwhile another incident had occur- 
red, which oocasioned a fresh rupture with 
Austria. Henry de Re^nsheim, a Suabian 
^aron^ was involved in a dispute with the 
town of Muhlhaiisen, at that time in al< 
Kance with &e Swiss. The object was 
unimportant : but Regensheim was of that 
description of persons who {are bom for 
the annoyance of their fellow-creatures. 
VioJeut in every undertaking, he was 
scarcely less formidable in his fneodship, 
than in his resentment. The onJj tie, 
which bound him, was that of interest. 

Jlesolving 
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Resolving to pnsh matterB to ektnebai-ffmAP. 
ties, this man cited the inagistreLtesr of ^ 
Mublhausea to appear before an AufitntQ 
tribunal ^. and finding that his siminlOD» 
was treated with contempt, proceeded to 
latest the town at the heftd of hw vanals, 
under pretence of vindicating hit master'ft 
authority. Upon receiving ^intelBgence 
of (^ese hostile n^omshi^nta, thei'JfelHeUaii» 
fievr to the defenoe of ' their aUie»» ta^ 
crossing tfee Hhine in cooridexable iolrce, 
bud waste tht Austrian pscevificcfi. .Both 
ia'the Sundgau, and tbe. Black ftvest^ 
iBBoy tou>4)s and castles \ie»s reduit^' to 
ashes ; till wearied with deguttofy deBtrjiCi- 
tioD, the; detdrmioed to undertake 4 jiQ^re 
mpoTiamt enterpnse, and colIecKieg . tJteir 
scattered column, laid i ^ge to W^lilir 
but.* 

■ In earlier times the transactions of Hel- 
vetia had been beheld -with indiflfereflce 
by jnost of the princes of Europe,' wljb 
thought it helow jtiwir dignity to ii^ujU^p 
what aneoulli vittkge tbetAl|»ae peastt^ti 



* jBullJnger. 
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CHAT, had reduced beneath tlieur barbarous swty. 
' But the ebiinence which they bad now at- 
tained ih the art of war, coaferred lustre 
on their name. £%-en the siipseme pontiff 
hnnself, absorbed as be was in projects of 
aggrandts^ent, no longer regarded them 
as unwcMthy of bis paternal care; but 
viewed with admiration the achievements 
of a nation, which his predecesBors had 
scarcely deigned to h<uiour with the name 
of Christians, because their povierty fcouid 
contribute little to pamper the luxury of 
the Koman court. ' ' i 

' The (bII of Constantinople, and thenr 
pid progress of the Mahometan arms, 
spread censternation throughout theChrier- 
tian world. Norwas jEoeas Sylvius* (who 
'Aen filled the pap^l chair, under, the title 

■ of 

* Sane bC the Fiwicb historians vake piention of i 
ielter written by ^oeas Sylvius to Mahomet U! emperor 
of the Turks, the singularity of which seems to merit at- 
lentioR^ ; " IC ;oa viiA, (nid the holy father) to itJaiui 
^ -^or dominions ovef all.ihe western vi^i)d,,tbe twk wilt 
*>■ not be diiSicult. Nothing is wanting but a Uttk aatn- 
** "Die moment you have undergone the ceremony of bap' 
** tarn, we gurwlvn shall no lodger scruple to ackoow- 
' - ^ ledge 
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ef Pius II.) insensible to the impending chap. 
^Dger; but displaying a coosecrated ,;^^''* 
banner, he called on tbe natiQas qf Qirist- 
eodom to lay aside tlteir private animosities, 
and concur in an enterprise far more im- 
portant to the followers of the go^^pel tb^n 
the conquest of Jerusal$m» pr tt^, i;eqcfvery. 
of the Holy Cross. At bis |j^rce^ian,- 
tbe Swiss were induced/^p^ tiUf^enditb^i; 
operations, though. )i|^^dsh^t y^ipn,;tbe 
point irf .capitiilating ; ';ai)4 .thvpn^h his 
mediation a pcjace was Qonc)ud^4di.. i by 
which the duke ^ of Austria pi^^ifiE^d^ ;tu> 
pay. a large ^m to the. cpn^derates in 
coDtpensatioi;^ of all e;xist^^g. claims, .and 
to JnaJke ;over to theq^ sevQ^^l towjisin- 
Suabia, fus security for tbe, .mpney. * ., ;,_ 



" lolge yoiir nipremac^, 9t tahaiX.yax.hf ^ha^Umoiti 
" title of Empebor, Nay, mott ; v/e wjU ^n,.vi^pl(we 
" four aa^ataooe againrt .those- who hsve usqmeil : our 
" <lDinituons, and a^er th^ example of our pre'decefson, 
-'' who conrerred the imperiEA dignity on thesoQ df PepiA, 
" y<m will not find us ungrat^ul for yo»i* faxMi^^ 
Maiot, Hiitoire UniTewdl*.; ■ . I ;.: I -. 



• Tsdiudi, ib. 
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CHAP. It fras hot however ftom a benerotenfr 
•Mwvrw wi6h to spare the e^sion of human blood, 
DOT Arom a geneiwis spirit of moderation, 
that.Atistria thus consented to sheath the 
sword. The derangement of her finances 
' was the true motive of her foi-bearance ; a 
circumstance, to which we have frequently 
alluded, but which now operated with in- 
ereiesihg pressure. So greiat indeed was 
Sigismund^ distress, lifaat it became impos- 
sible for Kim to fulfil th^' obligation, whict) 
he had iveentl/ contracted with the Swiss, 
without the assistance of iijme friendly 
power. Hk misunderstanding subsisting 
between him and the emperor would have 
deprived him of riv^ expectation froia 
that quarter, c«uld lie eren have hoped, 
under any circmnstances, to obtain a loan 
from a pflnce, vhose poverty ,<was stlU 
greater thanhis own. 

In tKis cruel dilemVna, he had recourse 
~ tp tjaie Jiipg of France ^ but tp^is^ wlio ha^ 
uccseded his father ia 1^41* hail otjjer 
views. Personal experieoce had taugttt 
that sagacious prince to estimate Heljetic 
courage at its real value. It was by the 
■ hands 
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hands of that gallant people, that heal-CHAP; 
ready meditated the idestructioo of the ». 
duke <4 Burgundy, tl»e only sovereign in 
Europe whose power interfered, with his 
own. Desirous however (rf conciliat-^ 
ijig friends, and .indiffer^it about the 
means which he employed, he received the 
duke of Austria with the ivarmest demon- 
strations of re^rd ; and an^tious' to get 
rid of his visitor, and determined not to 
comply with his request, dismissed him 
with a paltry pension of ten thousand 
crowns. 

It was not by the parade of courtesy, 
or by professions of esteem, that the dis- , 
treeses of Sigismund could be alleviated/ 
DisE^P pointed in the main, object of his 
journeys be resolved to apply to the dake 
of Burgundy, ih>m whose vanity he hoped 
toestort, what he could not expect to receive 
from his benevolence^ Charles, from his 
temerity, sumanied tke Bold, was at this 
time one of the most powerful princes in 
Europe. His dominioos extended^ with 
little intefiiiptton, from the confines of 
Switz^'Umd to the Geiman Qi:oan, ;tnd 
. vfiL* III*; ' . N coni^jre- 
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CdAP. coniprebended a considerable part of Hoi- 
J^^ land, with the provinces of Flanders, Ai- 
tois, Burgundy, and Tranche Conitfe. Nor 
were the revenues disproportionate to tlie 
dimensions of his states. His Flemish pos- 
sessions were enriched by flourishing ma- 
nufactures, and formed an emporium of 
foreign commerce. Yet such power, sup- 
ported by such resource, sen-ed only to 
stimulate and to feed his insatiable and 
exhausting ambition. In the wild pursuit 
df universal empire, he nourished the ro- 
mantic hope of reducing Lorraine and 
Switzerland beneath his sway, and thence 
intended to push forward his victorious 
arms to the shores of the Mediterranean; 
consolidating all the intermediate, pro- 
vinces into one compact state, over which 
he purposed to reign despotically, with the 
exalted title of Kino. 

Nothing therefore could be more agree- 
able tohis inclinations, than an offer which 
afforded him a specious pretext for inter- 
meddling with the internal politics of Hel- 
vetia. He welcomed Sigismund with open 
arms, and immediately advanced him the 
demanded 
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demanded sum, on the security of certain c B a P. 
towns* in Suabia and Alsace. ' .,«»-v>.^ 

Relieved from his most pressing netiessi-* 
ties, without surrendering the, mortgaged 
towns into the bated hands of republican's, 
Sigismund farther flattered himself, that 
the overbearing temper of Charles would 
not suffer him to remain on terms of amity 
with his new neighbours in Helvetia ; and 
any occurrence, which served to embarrass 
the cantons, was still sought and seized 
with avidity by every member of the Aus* 
triao family .-j' 

Though by no means remarkable for 
sagacity, Sigismund was correct in his con- 
jectures. The Burgiindian commander 
was no sooner in possession of the forest- 
towns, than he treated the Swiss with a 
degree of insolence, which none but slaves 
could endure. Peter de Hagenbach was 
amply endowed with every quality caku- ' 

lated to conciliate the fayQur of a t^nt, 

* These were &e foreat>tomu, together vnih s^nrai 
£efs in Alaace. The smount oftbe l<^n ««t«^^ ^gu« 
sand florins. 

t May, lit xxiii. 

N2 and 
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CHAP, and to excite Ihe destation o£ his subjects. 
* Proud and iuterested, suspicious and ia- 
jlexibJe, he in a short time tendered the 
Burgtmdtan name ao justly odioiu, that 
the natives were induced to look back with 
regret to the rigid government of Austriic 
herself. - . 

All the adjacent states veie noir exposed: 
to danger, either by overt acta of aggres- 
sion, or from tlte machiaatioos^of clandes* 
tine intrigue. Yet against the independent 
Swiss his rancour was levelled with pecu- 
liar asperity. Scarce a day was sufTei^ 
to pass, without some injury to their com- 
merce, or some encroachment upon their 
jurisdiction. Unable any longer to sub- 
mit in. silence,. tl>ey applied to the duke 
of. Bitrguady for n'edress. But the indif- 
ference; with which their complaints were 
heajxl,.tQo sktisfactoniy proved, that the 
behaviour .of the governor was agreeable 
to the pripcipql, .whom h€ so adequately 
represented. 

As remoristrancej; were of no avail, the 

senate of Berne addressed themselves to 

France for support. To the feeling of 

; . , ' compassion 
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compassion Lewis was a stranger;' but no chap, 
one was ftiore alive to the suggestions of "-nv 
iqterest, or mbre ready in obeying it's im- 
(lulse. He instantly perceived all the ad- 
vantage, and all the glory, which he. might 
leap irom declaring himself the protectoc 
Switzerland. Yet wishing' to avoid a ruprr 
tnce with Charles, till his own kingdom 
ffa« restored to a state of tranquillity, hfl 
conjured the Hdvetic people to dissemble 
awhile their resentment, accompanying 
this exhortation with the most solemn prip- 
mises- of succour, in ca»e tliey should be 
attacked by the duke. 

In the following year this alliance was 1470. 
still furUier cemented by a treaty signed 
at Tours, which is thus giten by Philip do 
Comines :* " We Lcwjs, &c. promise never, 
either personally or otherwise, to give 
countenaace or support tjje duke of;Bur- 
gundy against our dearly beloved frieadsi 
the cantons of the guand lbagsb, so that 
they may be injured either in their person^ 
or thek" property, i^'e^alsoof the said* 

^ • M«n. ¥1. iv. i.« i r V • 

N 3 League 
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CHAP. League do covenant, neither directly nor in- 
directly, to afford any succour, &c. to the 
aforesaid duke of Burgundy against his 
most Christian Majesty, so that he may 
receive molestation or detriment either in his 
person or his property. And it is our farther 
meaning; that the alliance formeriy con- 
tracted between us and the king of France 
he preserved inviolate in all it's parts, and 
do remain in perpetual force and vigour." 
From the words of this treaty, no less 
than from the general tenor of his conduct, 
it appears that the leading object of Lewis 
was to embroil tlie confederates in hostili- 
ties with Charles. The active part, which 
this prince had taken in favour of the re- 
^-olfced nobles of France*, had made too 
deej> an impression upon his implacable 
soul to be ever obliterated. Negociations 
indeed, as was in reality Uie case, might 
produce an apparent calm ; but it was evi- ■ 
dent that, whenever an opportunity of 
humblibg the pride and the power of Bur- 
gundy, should ocour, he would seize it 

* Hie dakes 6f Beni aAd Bretagne. (Comiaes.) 

with 
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with avidity. His, conduct therefoire was c h :^ p. 
in every respect eoiifdrmable to tlie atroci- ^^-v-.^ 
0U8 system, which he pursued, base and 
cunning, and hypocritical. Though not 
deScient in personal courage, he invari- 
ably preferred the wily path of corruption 
to the open redress of the sword. On tUe 
contrary, the sanguine and. impetuous tem- 
per of his rival, .combined with an un- 
bounded confidence in his own resources, 
hurried him on with resistless impulse, till 
it finally conducted him to an untimely 
grave. 

Meanwhile, Hagenbach, who sedul- 
ously copied all his master's defects, obsti- 
nately persisted in his career. I'hough re- 
peatedly solicited by the magistrates of 
Shaffhausen, he positively refused to liqui- 
date the debt, which was due from th© 
house of Austria, by an article of the treaty 
of Waldshut, and which the duke of Bur- 
gundy had expressly undertaken to dis- 
charge, Fearful ho\vever that the known 
prudence of the Swiss might tempt them 
to submit to any injuries, rather than re- 
cur to the extremity of arms, he resolved 

N4 no . 



■ ii,.Gi:H)(^Ie 



H71. 



184 »ISTOKT OF tun 

CHAP.no- longer to leave them a chcMce. "With 
- - •» this Tiew, he caused the Burgundian Aran 
to be erected in the bailiwic of Shenken- 
berg, at that time subject to the jurisdic- 
tion of Berne. Nor when the senate pro- 
tested again^ the illegality of the act, dM 
he deign to return any answer.* 

While things remained in this |wecariou« 
state, and the tnost trifling incident might 
have sufficed to kindle the flame of war, 
Amadeu^ duke of Savoy flied, leaving two 
infant sons under the tutelage of their mo- 
ther Jolanda, who was sister to the king 
of France.^ Amadeus had also two bror 
tilers, the counts of Bresse and of Romont; 
the former zealously attachi^d to the inte- 
rest of X^ewis, the Jatter devoted with equal 
ardor to the service of Charles. Between 
persons so differently ^fleeted, no perma- 
nent friendship could subsist. From pru- 
dential motives, their animosities had been 
stifled during the life of their elder brotberj 
but no sooner were they delivered fmm bis 
pontrol, than their hatred burst fprtb ia 

f Tsdiu*. t Stctfler, V. 

,, many 
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many overt-acts of aggression. Under pre-CH a p. 
tence of asserting his right to an equal «. 
sKwe in the government, Romont seized 
upon several towns in tlie Pais de, Vaud; 
a circumstance scarcely less alarming to 
the Swiss, than to the count df Bresse him- 
self. By the timely interposition howeve* 
of common friends, the brothers were ap- 
parently reconciled, and civil commotioM 
prevented. 

We have frequently beheld the Helvetic 
people snatched from imminent peril bj 
an excess of good fortune, which may al- 
most be deemed miraculous. But thej 
had in general to contend only against A 
passing storm, upon the dispersipn of 
which serenity revisited their vaiHes. They 
were now summoned to act under very 
different circumstances, and bad to depend 
more on the pi;udence of their councils^ 
tkan cm the energy of their coorage. In 
such a situation, unanimity alone could 
ensure success ; bat unfortunately opinions 
were much divided, respecting the line of 
conduct, which it was expedient to pur- 
sue. 

Aware 
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CHAP. Aware of the danger inevitably coDse- 
,^,.^ quent upon an intimate connection with 
either of the rival courts* their ablest states- 
men recommended a cautious and tempo- 
rising system, which would leave theni at 
liberty to sha^e their course, as the dictates 
of prudence might suggest. On the other 
hand, seduced by ardent hopes and bril- 
liant remembrances, the ambitious anx- 
iously look forward to accumulated wealth 
and glory. To such, the service of France 
afforded an alluring prospect. Yet there 
were not wanting, even among the senators 
of Berne, friends to the Burgundian in- 
tenst. At the bead of this party was 
Adrian de Bubenberg, a man descended 
from one of the most ancient families of 
Helvetia, long distinguished as a political 
leader, and possessing the highest reputa- 
tion for prudence, wisdom, land integrity. 
Lewis, who surpassed all his contempo- 
raries in the profound science of intrigue, 
was sensible of the advantage which his 
adversary would derive from the support 
■of so powerful an advocate. In order 
therefore to balance the ascendency of Bu- 
benberg, 
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benberg, he found ineans to gain over NUchap, 
colas de Diesbach, to whose activity and ^^ 
eloquence he was eventually indebted for 
many essential services. Anxong the higher 
order of citizens, none was more abun- 
dantly gifted than Diesbach with those 
versatile and commanding qualities, which 
are calculated to sway the public opinion, 
and to direct the intricate machine of 
party. Persuasive, enterprising, and sa- 
gacious, he had attained the summit of 
popular favour, by manners invariably gra- 
cious, and repeated acts of generosity. 
Admiration and applause were the constant 
objects of his pursuit ; and to the attain- 
ment of these he frequently sacrificed, what 
the inflexible virtue of his pohtical. anta- 
gonist would have deemed important du- 
ties : while Bubenberg, trusting solely to 
the purity of his intentions, contented him- 
self with deserving the good opinion of his 
fellow-citizens, without stooping to court 
it 

Ever attentive to the most minute oc- 
currence, connected with the welfare of the 
slate, the senate took advantage of these 
di&rent 
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CHAP, different characters and attachments hi 
uf'v-M the. present embarrassing crisis of their af- 
fairs. Diesbach . was accordingly scot to 
Paris with extensive powers, while Bnben- 
berg was entrusted widi a commission no 
less delicate at the Burgundian court. 

Whatever might be the sentiments of in- 
dividuals, it was evidently the policy of 
tlie Helvetic government, to preserve the 
strictest neutrality in all their transactions 
with these rival princes. Accordingly, the 
senate of Berne issued a decree, comotand- 
ing all their subjects, who were enrolled in 
foreign service, to return Within a limited 
period. But their martial ardor was qq 
longer to be restrained by profaibitcNry 
edicts. Bven so early as the year 14€5, a 
body of five thousand Swiss marched un* 
der the standard of Burgundy against the 
king of France*. 

Every circumstance now ,c(»nbined to 
accelerate a rupture between Charle» and 
the confederates. Hagenbach, no longer 
eODcealiog his master's intention of con- 
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qiierihg Switzffld^d, boasted publicly thatCHAP. 
be was hjinsf^lf to receire the couoties of '^^- 
Burgdbrf* TkuD, and Nidau, as his por- 
tioa of the spoif. This assertion was con- 
finned by reports, which arrived from every 
quarter,' of the mi^ity preparations carry- 
iog on tlu-onghout all the Burgundian 
states. 

It appears, 6K>m the most autlientic 
sources, that a negociation was actually 
set on foot between Charles and the em- 
peror for elevating the former to the regal 
dignity, and augmenting his dominions 
witK vaiious additions at the expense of, 
Switzerland and Italy, on conditioa that 
heshould give faisonly daughter in marriage 
to Maximilian, Frederic's eldest son. But 
the defects of the duke's temper were con- 
tioually at variapce with his interest. Ho^ 
felta malidous pleasurejn mortifjriog- tbe> 
chief o€ the Germanic constitution by «n 
ostentatious display of magjiificence, to, 
which Frederic wa^.un^ble to attain; and: 
in. consequence dd«y«d' th^ aocofB[rii«b- 
neatof the txoAfi on the most firwc^*' 
pretences, for the gratification of his inof' 
dinate 



=^■1!, Google 



190 hlSTOBT OP THE 

CHAP, dinate pride.* The empcBiOr At last broke 
' , off the negociation in disgust, leavibg 
Charles at leisure to repent hi» fatal ft^y. 
No character^ perhaps, was ever 60 little 
calculated to conciliate friends, llie ob- 
ject of bis worship was power. The de- 
light of bis life was war. By his consti- 
tution, enabled to endure the severest 
&tigues, and possessing an extent of terri- 

* An interriew, which took place at Treves betweei 
4ie en^teror and Charles, is thus described by Mty. Fn- 
deric made his public entry at the head of two ibootand 
five hundred horse. But the greater part belonged to 
the princes, by whom he was accompanied, ss liis ova 
ntiuue was far from numerous, and evinced by their lc< 
Goutrements the contracted state ol his finaiwes. The A>1> 
, lowing day> the duke of Burgundy arrived, in a stile of 
magmficence unknown to modem Europe. He' was fol- 
lowed by five thousand men at arms, and surrounded b; 
his Flemish . guards^ all of whom wore the most cosllj 
inbour, and wer« mounted on horses ' of incomparable 
excellence. Charles himself was habited in a royal robe> 
decorated with precious stones, which were also scattered 
with great profusion over the trappings of his courier. 
On his right hand, rode his duchess Margaret, sister to 
Edward IV. of England, in the iiill bloom' of youth and 
beau^ ; and on his left wa< the princess Mary, who rivalled 
her mother-in-law in all her charou. May^ III. 26: 

tory 
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tory exceeded by few European princes, chap. 
he had imbibed the most exaggerated Jii^ 
ideas of his own strength, and thought 
no enterprise too chimerical for persever- 
ance to accomplish. Yet in spite of his 
numerous and striking detects, there was 
an intrepidity in his nature, which cast an 
imposing lustra over all his actions, and in- 
duced the vulgar to admire his conduct. 
Delighted with external pomp to an excess, 
, which indicated almost childish weakness, 
he was frequently generous from ostenta- 
tion, scarcely ever from benevolence. But 
once offended, he was implacable; and 
when an opportunity occurred to punish 
the transgressor, he gave unlicensed scope 
to the natural fei-ocity of his disposition. 
Whoever opposed his inclinations, even in 
the minutest trifle, was from that moment 
regarded as an enemy ; and upon this prin- 
ciple, we may explain his inveteracy against 
the Swiss. He hated every people, in pro- 
portion as they were free*. 
Desirous of impressing the adjacent states H74. 

• * MeaKnndeCotiiiDe9,_pa«i)R> ' - 

with 
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CHAP. nritb an exaggerated idea of his power, 
wv-L Charles determined to visit his newl^-ac- 
quired dominions in Alsace and Suabia. 
Early in the ensuing spring he set out, ac- 
companied by all the pageantry of an Asia- 
tic despot. On hi» arrival at Brissac, Iva 
was. met by deputies from the Helvetic 
cantons, who came to remonstrate against 
tbe proceedings of his ministers in a mixed 
tone of manliness-and moderation. After 
expatiating on the friendship, which from , 
the first foundation of their republic had 
subsisted, between his illustrious ancestors 
and the Helvetic people, they ventured to 
qompUtin of the recent aggressions of a 
roan, who not only enjoyed his favour, but 
professed to act by his express coinmand. 
Xhey concluded by soliciting indemnity for 
the past, and security for the. future; ex- 
pressing at. the same time an earnest wish, 
lbat.no misunderstanding might disturb 
the, harmony, which had so long prevailed 
to the mutual benefit of both countries, and 
whicb they were determined never by any 
misconduct of their own to violate. To 
this modest petition Qbarlee deigned not to 
return 
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return an r answer; nor wouM be suffer thecHAP. 

■ XIX 

deputies to prefer their suit, except in the ^. 
submissive' posture of supplicants, upon 
dieir knees. When they had ended, he 
brpke up- the audience with evident^ marks 
of displeasure. 

Encouraged by the approbation of liis 
sovereign, Hagenbach no longer set bouuds 
to his tyranny, but having received reia- 
forc^nents from Flanders, resolved to avail 
himself of tiie favouraUe moment to hum- 
ble the pride of democracy. Happily for 
mankind, despotism frequently accelerates 
it's own downfall, by the very caeans which 
itemploys for it's security. Irritated by un- 
redressed {H-ovocations, tb6 mortgtiged prcH 
vinces turned their eyes toward Smt«r- 
laod, as the only country from whose hu- 
maoity* and courage they could hope for 
support Yet before they ventured to take 
this decisive step, they secretly addressed 
themselves to tiieir hereditairy snxx^ei^i 
imploring hid protection and advi^ The 
nobles accused the BiargunHiaU DrefQ<:t of 
violating every privilege, whicb had be- 
longed to tlieir order from the remotest ao* 

VOL. III. O tiquity; 
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CHAP. tiquity; while the people taxed him with 
^^^ venality in the administration of justice, 
and complained of his having fettered their 
commerce by restrictions, which must even- 
tually terminate in it's ruin. 

Convinced of his inability to rescue them 
from their oppressions, Sigismund approved 
the plan of a more intimate union with the 
Swiss. And though he had many preju- 
dicfes to conquer, before be could treat with 
them as an independent people, necessity 
at length subdued pride, and an alliance 
was concluded on terms of equality. 

.From our previous knowledge of Sigis- 
mund's character, we should hanlly hare 
expected from him a measure so prudent. 
But the suceessof this delicate negociation 
must be ascribed entirely to the subtle ge- 
nius of Lewis XI. ; who foreseeing the be- 
nefit which might accrue to himself from 
such a confederacy, exerted every artifice 
'.to promote it. By his express desire, a con- 
gress was assembled at Constance, where 
Sigismund attended in person. Under the 
preponderating influence of France, every 
■ obstacle was surmounted; and the event 
- proved 
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pfov^ SO satisfactory to the duke bf AUs- chap: 
triaj that' in token of his implicit confidence wvsl* 
in his new allies, he visited the Bhrine of 
Eiosiedlen, where hri was received bj the 
Helvetic government with the most flatter-^ 
ing marks of respect. 

By the conditions of the trfeaty it was- 
stipulated) " that if any misunderstanding 
should hereafter arise between the contract- 
iDg parties, the question in dispute should 
be immediately submitted to award." The 
Swiss engaged, in the event of a ivar, to 
" serve as ausiliaries in the Austrian army; 
to restore to Sigismund the archives, which 
had beea earned off at the capture of Ba- 
den ; and 6na1ly, to admit no Austrian sub-^ 
ject, without the consent of his soverei^,: 
into the Helvetic league." The duke oa 
his payt, promised to •* fulfil the convention, 
of Waidshut without farther delay ) to gua- 
rantee to the cantons all their recent con- 
quests; and lastly, to permit the Swiss ta^ 
garrison the forest-townS, aiAenever the situa- 
tion of their affairs should r«qt*i^ ^^.*" 

• These were Laiiffenburg,"5*cltfc^eni WaldArt, andf 
Rheinfeld/ pkices vrhicb oonnmoded ihe pasiagc of tb« 
Rhiw, 

3 This 
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CHAP. ThtB lasfc importftBt donceB8ion,eT!deftUy . 

J^l^ leTcBed against the duke of Burgundy, wm 
granted hj Sigismund, though with ex« 
treme reluctance, at the earnest Boltcitatioa 
of I^wis; tfho having thus accomplished 
ivhathejustly regarded as a master-strode 
of policy, determined to spare neither nio- 
ney \wc intrigues, tilt he had plunged the 
confederates into a war. 
, Charles was no sooner apprised of this 
formidable coalition, tiian he began se- 
nously to consider the danger to vbicli 
it . exposed bim, and resolved to leave 
nothkig untried, which seemed likely to m- 
galfi the con6dence of the Swiss, or to ex- 
cite jealousy between them and their new 
ally. For this purpose, he sent arabassar 
dors to Berne and Friburg, to demand aft 
«^}tpkuiation of their futupe intentions, and 
to ^TU the strongest aissarances (rfhis pa- 
cific views. At the «ame time, he diFected 
the count de Romobt, to whom be appears 
to Itave entrusted bis most secret plans, to 
watch the French n^ociators, and if poe- 
sihlt}, to coutUcKuct their desijins- Biat as 
hi? wai jet unptefMured to take the fifeld, he 
farther 
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finther instructed him bj promises Bad ex- C u a p. 
planatioDS to c£&ce all DnfavouraiitJe im^ s 
pressiona, ^s fat as could be acoompU^d 
witfaout affedang the <6dgnity of Im cbarac'* 
ter. Eomont, who entered cocddoJly int^ 
^his prQgects,disperaed'09nfideatiaiageiits 
t^rcHigtsout the ditferentcaDtoDB, ia iorden 
to sound tkip pablic opinkffi. Among t^ 
lower classds, many of whom had served 
nnder the Burgtindibn istaitdard, the didoit 
ficence amd temerity of Ihft duke faai^ gxof* 
ed him- numerous pOTtssass. Erveil in iht 
senate of Berne, his'girfd: itatought ta sudv 
den mietHm(k[tthoHi$. h.** Sioce the .duke," 
said a.Jesrifirsg membeF,'^" disH%'6ms thie 
" condAct tif Hagetofe«(iii, we can bavd^no 

** &rth0rcaua&fbr;conKplaa]t;" 

To^rsons of eiiperieanEe in polstical ■gf- 
ftirv'bo^ineBer, wbueC' Judgmait vs^Dnbi^: 
asgedby sinister raotHres, this unexpected 
•hiemtioaof' befaaTTHuropukl not &il to 
4ppesr- !ik' a^ospick^HB -l^ht. They 'felt 
tiiat^bejsoftehed Ipngnaga, -now' feotpieyed 
bj^he ttuiiMtGra tif GAia.^Bk, arose.isM; £totA 
a change of ^chtimenta; hut fpoTto & cboage 
«f situajlionj; > SigBO^iid'W&s jkrw beCome 
03- his 
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crfAP. his ^lemy, and anxiously sought an ojk 
I portunity of extrici^Dg himself from diose 
engagements^ in which by his own iii^F»r 
videace his had been involved. Havingat 
length obtained from the speculating libe- 
rality of Lewis the requisite sum, he d& 
plared his intention of redeeming the mortt 
gaged towns, and ' actually depiosited tbe 
money in the hands o( a banker at Bdle. 
But Charies^ who had calculated upon a 
more permanent tenure, with :his accus< 
tomed haughtiness replied, " that it was the 
duty of a debtor. to seek his creditor; so 
** that, if J SigisiAund found himself in a 
*' situation to discharge tt)ei>ond, it was 
^* at BeisaDfon; and not Bftle, that the pay- 
^' ment ought 'to be raadej"-T-J'earful how- 
ever, that this answer might hot produce 
the desired effect, he added' in a stile still 
more offensive, *• that until this condition 
" was punctually eKeonted^ it was his firm 
" resolution to keep poeseasion of the mort- 
** gaged territory; ^nd, if Sigismurid:wa8 
" displeased at his d)ettermmatioB,he might 
i' seekredress by thfe sword." i 
Meanwhile Hagenbacb grew daily less 
guarded 
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guarded in his actions, and more insolent en a p. 
toward those who dared to remonstrate.— ^L^^ 
Notwithstanding the repeated promises iof 
Romont, and the affected moderation of 
Charfes, every circumstance combined to 
indicate sin 'approaching rupture. The 
Flemish troops were incessantly occupied 
in repairing the fortifications of Bfissac, 
magazines were formed; ami soldiers, enrol- 
led. Dismayed by what they s&w, the ci- 
tiaens enquired the rootiver-of thfesG pfepa- 
r^ions, and were c<*nvinced by-thegover- 
nor's answer, that. theannihilation of .thfeir 
Hberties were in contemplation. lAs-'a-pre- 
sent punishment' likevv^e for tlieir importu- 
nity, persons. olthe rnost d igtinguished rank 
and mfrit, were ' dragged from the bosom 
of their families, and inmaured^at dungebna 
without even the morfteryofa triab . . 
. Clandestine meetings began' -nmT: to ba- 
held among these oppressed people,, to con* 
cert the fittest means 9f' shaking off the . 
Bui^ndian.yoke ; wheh it wwrttctemiined 
to begin by the instant destruction ©f Ha» 
genbkch. Aatohishqdi-aod terrified^t the 
«Be8pected:attacli,^hjc.flcd to hisnjeToftna- 
4 ries 
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CHAP. lies for prot*ctioli. But the charm by 
' J ^hicti he Imd been hitherto supported, was 
^ssolved. A great part uf the garrison 
bad been secretly gained by the insmgeatSt 
Convinced that no hope resaained of effec- 
tual resistance, h^ now attempted to escape 
\>y flight, but waa prevented by the vi* 
gilanee of his enemies, vho got possessi<m 
of bis person* lo^ed him with chains, aod 
threw him into a duogeon. Upon receir* 
ing intelligence of this revolution, Sigis- 
muftd baitened to the awistancQ of lus sutn 
jecta, and wa» hailed by them with evwy 
demonttratioa of joy. 

Front the natural violeaice of Charles' 
temper, however, it could hardly be dioubt. 
td that he would revenge tfaeaffroat, wbicdi 
had been offered to his authority, by some 
signal act of rettibutioQ. As the Austrian 
frontier therefore was exposed to invasion 
OD Uie side of Burgundy, the Helvetic diet, 
who bad cordially participated in the liber, 
ation of the forest^towns, immediately aent 
a body of Swiss to Sigismund's wsistance. 

Confidentin the suppcut of the Hd^wtio 
eimtons, ^d eacouraged by the pnnnacA 

of 
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of Lewis, Siglsmund resolved to proceed chap. 
against the captive prefect, 'ivith all tiie s^wrf 
severity due to im crimes. Birt awaie ei 
^e effect, which a meamre so decisivei 
eoold not fail to produce od IIk tnind of 
die infiammable Charles, be prndentl; w» 
solved by his mode of conductiiig the trtil 
to involve the Svissia his're^HmaibilUy; 
and thus n the event of a war, to secure 
to hiD^elf their iuture a>-operatioa. 

With this view he invited tbe ueigh- 
bouring states to send tbeir profonodest 
civilians to aCteiK) the important investiga- 
tion, imder the pretext of conferring upon' 
It additioDml solemnity. On tbe appodoted 
day a croud of spec^tors assembled at 
Brissac, attracted thither by tbe united im- 
pulse of curioaity auxt liatred. Hagenbach ^ 
was IH)T brought before a tribunal, coii>* 
posed of men mt)st conspicuous in all the 
adjacent provinces for merit, gravity, aiid 
uadetBtanding. Tbe crimes, alleged against 
lum, 'weie of tbe blackest die, and compile- 
bended ahiutft every species of human tar* 
pitude. In extenuation of his gntlt, be 
produced the orders of bis sovereign ; *' to 
which, 
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CHAP. tvhich, 39 a feithfiil subject/' he said, "it 
»*v~- was his duty implicitly to conform " He 
admitted that the provocations^ which he 
bad met with from the turbulence of a se- 
ditious people, had occasionally tempted 
him to exceed the limits of dispassionate 
justice. But under such circumstances vi- 
gour, -he boldly affirmed, was indispen- 
sable, and. might be justiBed by the ex- 
ample of the most illustrious characters. 

When accused of having committed vio- 
lence upon ladies of the highest ratik, he 
sarcastically replied, " that he l^d never 
"jfound itreijuisite to recur to. force; as he 
** had never, in his extensive, experience, 
" found any woman-proof to the powers of 
** persuasion, or the temptation of gold." 
^ From the general complexion of. his de* 
fence, the sentence may be easily anticir 
pated. The judges were unaDimons io 
their opinion of his guilt, and on the very 
evening of the day, upon .which: he wis 
triedj the monster was beheaded, by tbfi 
light of torches, amid the execrations of 
thousands*. 

* Sicttler, V. 

- : ■■.. N'o 
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No sooner was the duke of Bursrundy chap. 
made acquainted with his untimely fate, ^ 
^n he gave unbounded scope to his fury, 
and swore to expiate the unprecedented 
eutrage by a memorable revenge. But 
as he was at that time occupied in the sieg^ 
of Nuys, a strong fortress in the bishoprie 
of Cologne, which had withstood all his 
efforts for many months, he felt tlie ne- 
cessity of terminating one enterprise, before 
he rashly engaged in another. He sent an 
ambassador therefore to the Helvetic can- 
tons, with fresh assurances <rf friendship, 
warning them at the. same tinie of the imr- 
policy of their present conduct, in forsak- 
ing an ancient ally to confederate with 
their hereditary foe; and promising tijem in 
conclusion, the most ample satisfeotJbnifor 
aill theii past grievance, winch he artftilly 
attributed to 'the mistaken zeal oA'- hik 
representative. He farther assured (hem, 
in the most solemn terms, that their com- 
plaints against Hagenbach i^ould have 
been instantly redressed, hsid they been 
preferred with proper respect. , , 

Though 
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CHAP. Tbbtigh he thus addressed them in 
1.^ the tone of benevolence, by the mouth 
of a delegate, it was not in his power to 
conceal his feelings from those, who bad 
access to his person. By means of the nu- 
merous s|Mes, whom he entertained in the 
Burgundian camp, Lewis received regular 
intelligeDce of every thing that passed, and 
communicated his discoveries to the Hel- 
vetic government, lest they should be de- 
ceived by his rivals duplicity. With a view 
likewisie <^ connecting himself yfith them 
still more closely, and of establishing a 
permanent ascendency in the« councils^ be 
concluded a ftesh convention vith tbem, 
by which he extended their privileges, and 
f»tx»ired ibr hirasdf in return the most 
important concessions*. 

Among, the infwior orders of Ben, an 
aBiance pfoductire of pecuniary emodu- 
xaeot was received with unbcHinded- ap- 

* Tbif trea^ wbit^ (eeured to tba Swi» «n «BnuI 
pensian from France, and to dte Frendi monardi the pii- 

vilf^e of levying troops in Switzerland, ia given vfrbalim 
hy CoroiQes> VI, ir. 

plause. 
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plause. But of i 
enlightened by experience and reflection, ' 
many rejected the bribe with disdain. In 
the seaate of Berne the debates were con- 
ducted with extreme violence. Bubenberg 
reprobatjEad the compact, as not. leas di&- 
^ceful tban ruinous to the independence 
of Switzerland, in a stile of Roman elo- 
quence and virtue. But his efforts were 
ineffectual. The intrigues and the money 
of France were irresistible. The indignant 
wator* was condemned to exile, while 
Oiesbachwas famished with ample powers 
to complete the sale of his country. 

Having thus basely stooped to barter 
£reedoin for foreign gold, the Bemers vainly 
hoped to diminish their own ignominy by 
invi^ving the rest of the cantons in eqoal 
di^race. With this intent, they ^idea- 
voured to persuade the other members of 
^be Helvetic league to enter into a similu 
convention; a project, in which th«y were 

* This fact is positive!; contradicted t^ M«y, wb« pre* 
tendtthat Bubenberg, di^usted at the populaiity of Diei- 
badi, retired roluatarilj' from public «Si^r3. 

too 
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CHAP, too powerfully seconded bjr the cooatitu-' 
■-^^ tjonal failing of their allies. 

"Whether Lewis had been less liberal in 
his donations to Friburg, or whether cor-- 
ruption in this instance iriiled of it's usual 
success, is a question too intricate to decide; 
It is certain, however, that the magistrates 
of that city refused the venal offer, " \Ye 
" value the blessing of independence," said 
they, " too highly, to exchange it for any 
" temptations which wealth or power can 
" hold out. And we prize too dearly the 
" blood of our fellow-citizens, to sell it 
" for any price." 
The treaty between Lewis and the Swiss 
. is worthy of notice for two reasons : First, 
because it in a great measure produced tbe 
Burgundian war; and secondly, because it 
gave birth to that odious systehi of corrup- 
tion, by which France was enabled for 
more than two centuries to govern the- 
councils of Helvetia, asher interest or bee 
ambition suggested. The subtilty of the 
Gallic monarch discovered her leading pas- 
sion, and liis sagacity directed it, as best 
suited 
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suited his purpose. Adheringto the sameCHAP. 
artful policy, his successors gradually *--y** 
improved upon the plan sketched by the 
haad of that consummate master, and thus 
occasioned to France an immense expen- 
diture of treasure, and to Switzerland a 
coDtinual efTusion of b]oo4. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XX. 

Craft of Lewis— -War between the Helvetic 
people and the Duke of Burgundtf— 
Charlesmakes himself Master of Lorraine, 
and invades Switzerland — Capture of 
Gramon-^Inhumanity and Treachery of 
the Conqueror — Burgundians defeated at 
Vaumarcus — Battle of Morat — Behaviour 
of Charles — The Duke of Lorraine jm$ 
the Swiss — Battle of Nancy — Death and 
Character of the Duke of Burgundy. 

■CHAP. "I7ROM the multiplicity of her political 
y!^ engagements, the situation of Helvetia 
was materially changed. Although it may 
be reasonably doubted, whether Iier inter- 
Dai prosperity had acquired additional sta- 
bility, her reputation had risen to such a 
pitch, that her friendship was courted by 
those very powers, who had so lately de- 
spised her poverty and ^ticipated her fall. 
Among 
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Among, hfcr numerous allieSj she counted oh Al\ 
Frederic count Palatine, the margrave c^ ^^^' 
Baden, the duke of Loiraine, the count of 
Wirteniberg, arid many of the principal ci- 
ties both in Suabia and Alsace*- 

Lewis, ivho held the magic wan^ whidi 
put this confederacy in motion, had ivi 
sooner succeeded in uniting the Geriftan 
states, than he resolved to plunge them 
into a war with the doke of Burgundy. 
In the prosecution of this iniquitous plato 
he bad many obstacles to encounter, but 
hy bribes and promisei^ be frurm<K^nted them 

Were it possible fOfr treSdieiy to admit 
of any palliation, this prince is^otild certain- 
ly have mor€Lt6 allege Ih his owh justifica- 
tion in the present instance, than in tiftOEft 
of the other actions of his life ;• since evtty 
motive of policy, every principal of self- 
preservation^ and every incentive Of ambi- 
tion combined to trace th« ctobked path 

order M Astingayi itffonh the HSsltttie eaiftOamf.'V^k. 
WW known bjr the appellatioa of the Uj^er Ltagae. 

vol,. III. P which 
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CHAP. which he now determined to pursue*.— 
» By the intrigues principally of Charles^ £d- 
ward IV. of England had been roused from 
the lap of pleasure, and induced to enter 
Picardy at the head of a numerous and 
well-appointed anny ; while he himself 
threatened France in another quarter. 

. Lewis was at all times more alive to the 
suggestions of interest, than, to the call of 
glory. He therefore thought it no disgrace 
to ddiver himself by any concessions from 
an enemy, whose impetuous .valour had so 
often shaken the throne of his progejiitora. 
"With this view, he distributed pensions and 
pr^euts among the ministers and favourites 
of. the English monarch. Nor was that 
monarch hiniself insensible to the tempta- 
:"tiontof gold. Though brave even to teme- 
rity, and ever foremost in the career of dao- 
^r, voluptuous indolence was far more 
congenial .with his inclinations, than the 
,toils, or tlie perils of war. But. other mo- 
tives concurred to influence his conduct 
upon t^e, present occasion; for Charles bsd 
4U>.so.OB£r. involved him in hostilities with 

J ; : .. * May,, HI, xxx. 

France, 
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Tranc^.than he broke through all Bis en-^^^x.^' 
gagements, anU exposed the army of his '-'**^^ 
royal ally to the mdst imminent danger. 

Considering himself therefore as com-' 
pletdy released from every tie, Kdward re- 
tamed home, after accepting an annual 
pension of thirty thousand crowns from the 
kfng of France*, which English pride was 
|)teas^d to dignify witli the more flattering 
apjiellation of tribute. ■ ' 

'Notwiriistanding every effort to conquer 
frature, it was impossible for Charles long ' 
to rfestf'ain the impetuosity of his temper,' 
or tosnpport a character totally foreign to' 
his' rt)hstitHtidnal habits. His unguarded 
Conduct, irhfen iiitelligence was first troug^t 
to hini'of Uie execution of Ifagehbach, 
fully opened the eyes of the SwHss, and 
convinced theni, that'liJs apparen^: mode- - 
ration was the result of artifice, In a 
paroxysm of fiige, ^e .cxKoi'ted the brother 
of his deceased favourite fo^ revenge his 
death with implacable fiiry.' 'Conf9rfnably 
to thii ft'Svice, ^cphen de Hagetjbacli as-* 

■ "■ « Hmne;n"ist.£iig.ni'. xxii' 

Pa serabled 
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CHAP.sembled a body of Burguudian cavalry, 
r^and invaded the Sundgau at tbeix bead. 
All the inhabitants, who had neglected to 
seek shelter in some fortifie^, town, ,>«re 
massacred withoitt distinction of !^e> m 
^x, and their dwellings plun^^i^d! ^ 
given up to the flames, , 

The Helvetic 4iet, then sitting at Lu- 
cerne, upon being made acqy^inted, witft 
this'sudden attack, sumni6nje<^ the cantons 
to take the field. In an instant the whole 
confederacy was under arms, with the sin- 
gle exceptipn, of Unterwalden, wliich <Hi 
dccount of 'some recent 'misunderstanding 
with Sigisniund, refused tp eiwpgp ia tbe 
w^r.'lTiis decisive cogd^ct yr^^ produc- 
tive 9f" the most salutary cqnsiequences. 
T^e duche^' of Savoy desptached an asi- 
bassador'to Lucern?, with offer? ofmedia- 
tion, acdompariied by the stronaCDt assu- 
rances pf i^eiltralily, in case her b^eyoleDt 
ehdeavours'sJiould fail pPsuccess. 

Xn spite o/ her nearjrelatj^pnshijp fo; the 

king pf France, JoIa^4^, s^retly ^vqured 

the Burgundian. cause, ' though there are 

not wanting writers, .wliy, attribute her be- 

5 , . , ^ haviour 
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haviour *ttf diiplicity. By preserving &chAp. 
good 6ndertta tiding . with Charles, she 
secured a p6*erful protector under every 
ricissitude of fortune. But whatever may 
hav£ beeh her secret views, she acted her 
part with such consummate skill, that her 
attachment to the interests of the duke of- 
Burgundy, appeared to those, who had 
(he nearest access to her person, to be the 
oiFspring of aiffection and not of policy.* 

Subtre 



* An innovating spirit of criticism Is the characteristic 
feature of modem literature, and v/As never be&>r6 carried 
to so lidiculous an excess. From a science founded on the 
bans of tiu^, and caicidftted to estt^bh a jdst criterion 
for the opprecifition of bi^Eorical facts, crilicism is now 
converted into a vehicle for scepticism, and made use of 
to propagaie the most dangerous opinions. That import- 
aut discoveries have actually taken place in almost every 
iiralich of human knowledge, and are due to the researches 
of modefft genius, all those inventions which simplify la- 
bor, and facilitate the operatidus of industry, abundantly 
teAify. Nor are oui- improvements confined to mechanic; 
ilone ; mBthematics, astronomy, and navigation, are rapidly 
advanong toward perfection ; While chemistry may be re- 
garded as'a new creation, which opens an extensive field 
to the inquisitive eye of philosophy. All this we readily 
Rdrtiit, ati4 feel an honest pride in contemplating the prd- 
' P 3 gre» 
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CHAP. Subtle however as Jolanda supposed 
v^v^ herself, she was not sufficiently cunoing 
to dupe the plain understanding of the 
unlettered Swiss. Tliey had convincing 
proofs of her treachery, as her subjects 
in spite of all her assurances to tb^ coq- 
trary were daily enrolling under the Bur- 
gundian standard. 

Being resolutely fixed to encounter every 
danger, rather than submit to the tyranny 
of Charles, the confederates sent a herald 
with a declaration of war, which according 
to the custom of those times, was delivered 
to the governor of Blamont, the nearest 
frontier town.* 

The duke of Burgundy was still oc- 
cupied in the siege of Nuys, and, when 
the messenger arrived from Blauionti was 

gress of the human intellect. But tliat we are moreio- 
curste judges of the Homeric style, than the eal^blened 
citizens of Athens, or more intintately acqiwinted with die 
jirts, the government, or the philosophy of Greece, ihtf 
fhose who frequented the academy or the porticq, i> a pQ' 
eition to which we cannot accede, thotigh supported by 
(he joint contributions of Gallic wit, aqd of Gprmaii i^- 
fiaatty. 
9 W^let, II. J5§. 

giving 
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gii?mg orders for a general assault. His chap. 
countenance, previously flushed with ani- « 
niatiun, in an instant turned pale with 
passion. He gasped for breath. At length 
recovering the faculty of speech,' he com- 
manded the messenger to repeat his words. 
He then burst into a paroxysm of fury, 
and swore to inflict on the audacious re- 
bels such signal chastisement as should 
confound democracy for ever.* 

The Swiss, with a view of inflaming the 
public spirit by some enterprise of vigour, 
had already laid siege. to Hericourt, which 
was occupied by a Burgundian garrison. 
After the Austrian artillery-j- however had 
played upon the town for some days with-' 
out effect, unaccustomed to the hard- 
ships of war at that inclement season of 
the year," the Helvetic militia grew weary 
of the undertaking, and demanded to be 
immediately led to an assault, or suffered" 

" CoiBines. 

t Tile Austriaiu now, for the first time, sssumed the 
o>ftUe cross, in tok«n' of dieir alliance with (he Helvttic . 
ifjpiiblics. (Mallei.) ■ . 

P4 to 
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CHAP. to return to the enjoyments of domestic 
^„^^ comfort. Hence, if the Burgundians had 
pontioed themselves to defensive opera- 
tions, the enemy 'would have been con- 
strained to raise the siege. Fortunately for 
the Swiss, the impetuosity of Komont dis- 
dained to temporise with a foe, whom he 
had been taught to despise. He thought 
it unworthy of the Burgundtan pame to 
suffer the invaders, after having rashly 
ventured to insult his master, to retire ia 
safety. 

Impelled by this intemperate spirit, he 
drew all the troops from the neighbouring 
garriSoDS, and finding himself at the head 
of thirty thousand men, marched directly 
to th^ relief of flericourt. From their 
cani|t, the confederates beheld thick vo- 
Ii^meA of smoke ascending from burning 
hamlets, and anticipated the approach of 
a,'hi;»tile ^rmj. Resolving at all events not 
to be taken unprepared, they left only a 
small detachment to protect their bttggnge, 
and advanced to meet the foe. 

The nature of the couotxy, which was 

intersected by almost impenetr>ble woods, 

rendered 
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rendered it impossible for an army to move chap. 
ID a regular body. ■ Romont's plan, how-, 
ever, was skilfully concerted ; the various 
columns being instructed to proceed by 
different roads, and to meet under the 
Falls of Hericourt. But before a junctioa 
could be effected, a detachment of Swiss 
fell in with the column, wliich was com-. 
manded by Ilomont in person, and charg- 
ed them with such impetuosity, that they 
were instantaneously routed.* The main 
body thus broken, the other detachments, 
which arrived successively, made little re- 
sistence ; and tlie confederates on the fol- 
lowing morning resumed their position 
before the town of Hericourt, which being 
now deprived of eve;:y hope of succour, 
surrendered without farthef resistance. -f- 

As all apprehensions on the side of 
England were now at an end, Louis re* 
solved to employ the whole force of" France 
for the destruction of his less politic rival. 
The emperor likewise, on his solicitation, 
had taken the field at the head of a nume- 

• Stetller, May. -^ May, lU. sxxii. 

rous 
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CHAP, rous army, and was actually marching to 
»-i-v-i-» the relief of Nuys. The Swiss menaced 
Franchc Comt6, while the duke of Lor- 
Taine made an irruption into the duchy of 
Luxembourg, and tlireatened the capi- 
tal.* 
M7A. Early in the ensuing year, at a time 
when the severity of the weather seemed 
absolutely to preclude all regular opera- 
tions, the Swiss profited by the supineness 
of the enemy to cross the Jura, and pene- 
trating without opposition into Franche 
Comt6, laid waste the country to the very 
gates of Besanfon. Pontarlier was stormed, 
and the whole garrison put to the sword. 

The pride of the Burgundians was deep- 
ly wounded ; they felt all the ignominy of 
their situation, and resolved by some bril- 
liant enterprise to retrieve their tarnished 
honour. But all their plans were conducted 
with Mich improvident rashness, that they 
failed in every effort to recover Pontarlier, 
though they repeatedly attempted it with 
a considerable force, -f- 

• May. t Id. ib. 

6 No 
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No sooner did the rigour of winter, abate, C'K Ap. 
than the Helvetic standard was again dis-i. 
played, and several expeditions ivere un- 
dertakfen with an unvarying tide of suc^ 
ces. Granson, Montagny, Ecbailens, anti 
Orbe were captured in the coufBC of a few 
weeks ; all towns belonging to the house 
of Chalons, and in alliance with the duke 
of Burgundy. As they approached the 
latter fortress, they were met by the magi- 
stmtes, who presented to them the keys 
with the most abject expressions of teiTor. 
Submission ever gives a claim to mercy 
with the brave. A promise of pardon was 
accordingly granted, and the victors pro^ 
ceeded to take possession of the gates. 
But to their astonishment they found the 
town in blames, and the garrison retired to 
the citadel. Rendered furious by an event, 
>jhich they justly regarded as a palpable 
breach of the convention, they demanded 
instantly to be led to the assault. The 
signal was given.. After a bloody, conflict 
the citadel was carried, and the victors 
entered it over heaps of slain. Yielding 
to the dictates of revenge, they gave no 
tjuarter. 
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CHAP, quarter. All, who fell into their hands, 
J were either put to the sword, or thrown 
firtom the battlements to perish in the 
flames, which they had themselves so wan- 
tonly lighted up. 

The Helvetic diet now resolved to carry 
on an ofiensive campaign. -Frerfi troops 
were accordingly assembled to invade the 
Burgundian territory, which directed their 
march along the banks of the Doux. This 
espedition was distinguished by no me- 
morable event, except the rdeath of Dies- 
bach, who is generally regarded as the 
author of the war. Though severely wound- 
ed during the siege of Lilla, he continued 
to discharge all the duties of a general 
with unremitting activity; totally unmind- 
ful of his own person, when the interests of 
iris country were at stake. A contagious 
fever having broken out among the troops, 
he visited the sufferers in their tents, pro- 
vided for their wants with parental anxiety, 
and at length fell a victim in the cause of 
humanity,' universally regretted by the 
whole army.* - 

■ ' • May, in. x«v. 

Hitherto, 
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Hitherto,, that equivocal . i|^twc§|irse, CiM^; 
fil^ich is characterised in diplo^ia^i^ lai)? ^^s^v^ 
gm^ge by the fellacious terra qttim^ti/t \^ • 
sujjsisted between the H^v^c ,^ep^l^l^ 
and the court of Tiirio. Bttt the saspitpiovft 
conduct of the. duchess,, aod, the oj^ji 
lipstility of Romont, rendered the ducfttioft 
of peace a blessing no logger tQ t^e.-ofr 
pec ted . H^ both, govcf pmeots Japi^^ev 
been really deai^ouK to avoid 9:ra.f>|w6nthf 
task would haye proved not. ^^littie-dt^ 
cu^t; as there existed > a , degf^, Qf -acti? 
tnony in the public mind, whicl^ first burat 
forth in putial feuds between th6;JtpB|ttei« 
villages of Berne axid the ' inbaibi^ats eS 
the Pais de Vaud ; and was da^ s-prgaidr 
ing it's influence ovei; a widwj si^r]^ce} 
Unprepared as yet to throw asid^ t^ 
mask, Jolanda was serioi(^ly a^i^^fsd* atntik 
sent ^ confidential minister ^^^^i^xip.m^ 
ia^tructioQs to .v.arnish wer yfb^^yeirjw^ 
ca^t»Ie of being. ^pi%sei:^e4.>i:(;.;f feyoitrn 
able .light, anx^ \f^ intrigues i^^pwioi^ 
at^. ^914 aa^ei^o^ to q^alifyi lijift,;^.*; ■■: 

>, ;.!. V ■ '■ . -. '■ ■■ ■■'■--. '- '^ 

He 
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*^"^^' He '^bs directed alsa to enter into a 
secret correspondence with the othef can- 
tons, in order- if possible to excite thew 
jealousy against the preponderating in- 
flaeuce of Berne; and' to ' intimate the 
practicabilit}' of still accommodating all 
difierendes with the duke of Burgundy, 
provided thfcy would confide their interests 
1o bis mistress' friendly mediation. Even 
ftdmont himself no longer hesitated to visii 
Berne, and -is said <o have employed stich 
emcacious arguments' iti justification of the 
measures of the court of Turin, tliAt a 
sudden lilteration took place in the lan- 
gnage and conduct of the senate. These 
artifices woiild 'have probaWy succeeded 
to ^eir pt-ojected extent, had not the go- 
vernment been privately admonished of 
tbfe impending danger by the count of 
Bresse, whos^ intelligence was corroborated 
l^the elevation of Romont th the dignity 
et' ni^trsbal of Biirguhdy, a post of Ihc 
lughe&t c<»)#dencQ and distraction. From 
this p^^&^J Ke no. longer deigned to dis. 
guise his sentiments, but openly enlisted 
•oldietB foF thd ntll^tftic wa*r.* 

' " 'id. ib. 

Justly 
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Justly incensed at his nefarious Con-CHA^. 
duct, the confederates resolved to chastise Ji^^ 
his duplicity, before Charles was in a si- 
tuation to. move. For .^this purpose, they 
laid siege to Morat, and made^tbepjselves 
masters of it in a few days. Proceeding' 
onward with unintetrupted success, tliey 
over-ran the adjacent country, as the in- 
habitants either by prompt submission de- 
precated their wrath ; or under the influence 
of fear, fled with their most valuable effects 
to Estavayer, as to a place of security.* 

This town, iinder the allurement of plun- 
der, it was determined immediately to 
invest. Confiding in the valour of his 
troops, the governor refused to capitulate, 
though the besiegers swore if a single gun 
were fired against them, to give no Quar- 
ter: a menace subsequently executed with 
savage punctuality, as the defenceless 
prisoners were thrown into the lake, when 
the sword was tired with slaughtert. 

• M.y. 

t 0{ the ferocity of the Swiss t^e following aaecdote 
is related by Mallet. An executioner, he sa>s, followed • 
(he army, who from motives of compassion suffered some 
of the [Hisonent to escape ; and forthis humane acthe wai 
Culin iBCces by the soldiers. (11. lC8.)J 

The 
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CHAR. 'Hie conquest of Kstavayer was followed 
' .* by that of Iverdtin, and Eclefes, the latter 
a strong fortress commanding one of the 
most difficult passes of the Jura. The gar- 
rison of the former were suffered to redeem 
their lives and property by the payment of 
an enormons ransom.; but the less fortu- 
nate defenders of Eclefes, were cut itt 
pieces to a man, because they had refused 
to sully their reputation by surrendering 
upon disgraceful terms* I 

Such was now the terror which accom- 
panied the Helvetic arms, that few places 
Tentured to resist their attack. Without 
the aid of artillery the confedeiBtes speediljr 
carried the strongest foTtresses. Astonished 
by exploits, which almost surpassed the 
bounds of human valour, the enemy fled 
«very where at their approach. 

Too weak to hazard a battle, R<HBODt 
retreated to Merges, where he hoped to 
maintain himself till the arrival <^ some 
reinforcements. But the rapid progress of 
the enemy disconcerted all his plans, ftod 

* MaUet, n. 169. 

compelled 
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compelled him not only to quit his advan-CHAP 
tageous position, but likewise to abandr 
Geneva to it's fate. It's opulent citizens 
beheld with dismay the approach of an ar- 
my, not less distinguished by the love of 
plunder, than by that of glory.' Deter- 
]mn€)d to leave nothing unattempted to 
avert the storm, the suppliant magisti^tes 
repaired to the Helvetic camp, and offered 
by the surrender of a part of their wealth, 
to purchase the unmolested enjoyment of' 
the rest. The demands of the Svt^iss at* 
first, by their extravagance, almost pre-> 
eluded the chance of succesg; but by de- 
grees they relaxed, arid finally agreed to 
accept thirty thousandflorins, as the-price 
of redemption*. 

- While the confederates were thus aC- 
tively employed in humbling the allies of. 
the duke of Burgundy, that imprudent 
prince waa sacrificing his bravest ttoops ia 
fruitless attempts upoa Nuys. The ap- 
proach of the imperial army at length 
awakened biift to a Sense of danger, and. 

* Mallet nays', " S6,<ao0.'' 

VOL. Ill, Q ; to 
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ciiAP.to a conviction of the necessity of pe^ce. 

y^!^ By promising his daughter to the arch- 
duke Maximilian, he effected a reconcilia- 
tion with the imperial court, and at the 
same time concluded a long truce with 
the king of France.* 

Lewis, however, w{(S too shrewd a poli- 
tician to lay aside llie na^k of honesty, 
eyen at a time whe^ lie . set all moral obli- 
. gatioDs at defiance. With a view of still 
preser^'iug; appearan(;es,. 1^ caused an ar- 
ticle to be inserted^ by wbick his allies 
were invited to accede to the treaty, and a 
convenient space was aUow&d fot that 
purpose. Dreadiiig npthii^ however so 
much as a reconciliation between. Charles 
and the Swiss, he studiously; declijied to 
employ any argument$» >irbich tiiight ap- 
pease their resentment ; v.'lb'M he gstye a 
secret promise to the I>uke, that ib tjie 
event of their refusal, be wotdd leave 
him at perfect liliiCiity to prosecute Im 
schemes,- and ev^n allow l|is trcdpe a free 
passage thrpugh the SQrthem prwidees 

f Coniius, IV. si. 
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of Ffafict, Historjc,' iwhicli in-<fiict « little gh a r 
more than a di'gWfttiog narratit^ of the ,.^v^ . 
criiiws an^ follieB of, ,the great, exhibits 
few aqtions mcMj^ degrading thap this to the 
character of man* 'To forsake a, people, 
whom ■ he , had praTioqsly seduced into , 
d&nger,, , required rao, exce&s of perfidy, 
vlaoki haabefefl: rar^y attaiaed by th» 
mflst fH-piftigate of mortals. 
. ;Fe^ling hintsejf flo)v secureion the side 
of Frauq*,: th« Eluke;0^ ©urgundy began 
^ioH^y; f> prepare for the conquest of 
Swit^^fllands and ordered an- army to bg- 
iintn(]4iBte}y. asssraMed oa the borders of 

; The report of his immense preparationsj 
Having at leogth reached the Helvetic diet» 
it->a8 deefmed. expedient to coJleaS th« 
scattered columns in some central position, 
where they might be ready to act as cir- 
cumstances . should require^ This plan, 
adopted by the collective wisdom of Swit- 
zerland, evinces the little progress whidli- 
she had hitherto made m the art oC war, 
considered as a science of calculation. 
The garrisons of Granson and , Iv^erdun 
Q 2 were 
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CHAP, were reinforced; while Orbe and Joigne, 
^^-4-^ though places of equal importance, were 
abandoned. In excuse for h measure so 
repugnant to every princi^e of rational 
policy, the government alleged the impos- 
sibility of providing soldiers for the de- 
fence of towns so remote; Yet remote as 
they appeared, they eoninianded passes 
of the most difficult access, which if pro- 
perly guarded, must have materially ob- 
structed the operations of the enemy. 

With an army, formidable in point of 
numbers, but exhausted by the fatigues 
and sufferings of a'winter campaign, Charles 
overran the duchy of Lorraine, and en- 
tered Nancy in triumph. Delighted with 
the situation of that city, and still more 
with the reception he met with, the exult- 
ing victor signi6ed his intention of reward- 
mg the loyalty of his newly acquired sub- 
jects by frequently residing among them. 
1476. But neither the severity of the season, 
the festivities of victory, nor the debili- 
tated condition of his trOops, could retard 
his impatience. Having passed the month 
of January at Besaufon, ih order to pom- 
'5 plete 
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plete his military arrangements, in defi-Cf'AP. 
ance of the elements, he crossed the moun- ■^^ 
tains in the beginning of February. Tlie 
approach of so numerous an army, headed 
by a commander so enterprising, spread 
universal consternation, not only through- 
out the Helvetic cantons, but over all the 
adjacent states. The margrave of Hocli- 
berg, notwithstanding his advanced age, 
repaired to the Burguodian camp, im- 
ploring the haughty invader to listen to 
overtures of peace. Charles received the ^. 
proposal with inflexible pride, and turned 
from the venerable supplicant, without 
even deigning him a reply. Convinced of 
the inefficacy of all farther communication, 
and prevented by the weight of years from 
taking an active part 4a the war, the mar- 
grave judiciously placed his dominions 
under the protection of Berne, though his , 
3DD at that time held a distinguished post 
in the Burgundian army. 

According to Commes, an author who 

never intentionally deceives, the Swiss 

were, so much alarmed at the impending 

danger, that they sent ambassadors to 

Q 3 Charles 
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CHAP. Chairles to deprecate his wrath in terms ■ 
wjrv-i^ of the- most abject submission, offering to 
evacuate all their conquests in the Pais de 
Vaud, and farther assuring him that their 
barren mountains afforded nothing worthy 
of his attention, the .spurs and bits used 
-by his cavalry far exceeded in value the 

■ aggregate wealth of Helvetia. 

But as the most authentic writers of 
Switzerland positively deny this assertion, 
Comines (who professes to . speak on the 
authority of others,) was, probably, mis- 
informed. The magnanimity," invariably 
displayed by the Helvetic people from the 
earliest period of their union, gives reason 
to suppose, that they were incapable of 
lietraying such a signal want of courage, 
or of acting in a manner so grossly incon'- 
sistent with the dignity of an independent 
n'alion. 

As the confederates retired, the euemy 
advanced. Romont led the van, and de- 
scending the Jura by the. defile of Joigne, 
directed his march toward lyerdun, where 

. he had for some time carried on a clan- 

d^estine correspoiidence with several of the 

principal 
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■principal inhabitants. Through the trear chap. 
cherj or the negligence of the sentinels, he v^,-y-0 
got possession of one of the gates, and 
summoned the garrison to surrender ; who, 
finding themselves unable to defend the 
town, liad shut themselves up in the castlfe. 
This fortress, from it's advantageous situa- 
tion, might easily have been maintained 
against superior numbers; but through the 
most unpardonable neglect, the provisions 
and ammunition, which had been collected 
for a siege, were left in the town. Dis- 
daining still to lay down their arms, these 
fearfess patriots unanimously resolved to 
attempt a sally, and endeavour by thie 
plunder of the adjacent houses to procure 
a temporary supply. This enterprize, ha- 
zardous in the extreme, was' worthy of a 
people, who defended the hospital of St. 
James against the numerous legions of 
France. Preparations were now made for 
it's immediate execution. The gates flew 
open. The draw-bridge descended, and 
gave passage to a handful of soldiers. The 
enemy stood motionless at the sight. That 
Q 4 so 
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^"AP.so small a body * should entertain the idea 
>-<v-w of attacking an army, at least twenty times 
more numerous than themselves, was an 
eiFort of valour too romantic to be believed 
by credulity hersejf. That they were pre- 
paring to throw themselves' on the ijiercy 
pf tlie besiegers, neither their former 
achievements, nor the intrepidity of their 
present appearance, rendered probable: 
"Yield, madmen I for resistance is vain," 
resounded jirom the }3urgundian ranks. 
They answered, " Never," and a volley of 
arrows CQn6rmed the proud defiance. Few, 
indeed, were their missile weapons ; but 
no sooner did aq enemy fall, than they 
tore the arrow A'om his side, to aim it at 
another foe. The advantage of situation 
prevented the possibility of their being 
surrounded, and when unable any longer 
to maintain the convict, or satisfied with 
thcif booty, in the castle they were assured 

9 the i)uiqt»en, ithicli ^re difTerenlly represented, dM 
not, accordii^ to any account, exceed 200 men. This 
however seems evidetitl; to coniradict a former assertion, 
fbal ifie garrbon of Iverdun bad been reinforced. 

of 
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, of a ready retreat. Thither'they at length CH ap. 
retired, after having performed deeds, 
which if recorded by the pen of a Thucy- 
dides, would have placed them on a level 
with the heroes of Thermopylae. Exulting 
in the scanty pittance, which they had so 
Bobly earned, they now derided from the 
battlements the impotent fury of tlie ene- 
my, Romont, however, aware of the im- 
practicability of carrying the fortress by 
storm, and being informed of the approach 
of a numeraus colwinn of Swiss^ drew off his 
forces. 

Meanwhile another detachment of Bur- 
gundians having entered Grauson by trea- 
chery, surprised the governor in his bed, 
and. threatened him with instant death, if 
the garrison should attempt to resist. But 
finding th^ir menaces received with con- 
tempt, aqd that instead of courting a dia* 
honourable respite by the sacrifice of duty, 
the gallant commander exhorted his troops 
not to sully his reputaticm through weak 
affection for his person, they thought it 
prudent to abandon the enterprise. Alarmed 
ftt the peril to which places of such inv- 

• portance 
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CHAP, portance had been esffosed, the Smfe 
., availed themselves of the opportunity to 
throw succours into both ; tliough they 
subsequently withdrew their forces from 
the first, in oirder to strengthen the garri- 
son of the latter. 

Scarcely had this measure been carried 
into effect, when the duke of Burgundy 
ascended lAie Jurti. His mighty army*, 
colleCited from various n.ations, had been 
trained to the atrictest discipHne by many 
y^ars of -service, and was accoutred with 
ostentatious splendour. Accompanied by 
ambassadors frwn several of the German 
and Italian courts^ he fiattered himself that 
-he should facilitate the e:secution of his 
Aiture pfojects, by impresetng upon then 
bxaggerated ideas of his riches and power, 
-With this view he kept the most sump- 
-tuous table, waeserved On the most costly 
plate, and amidst the toils and perils of a 

■ Uistorinu differ wideljt Mipecliag^ tlie aiaoatA of tfiia 
host ; sgme calculatkig it at 100,000 men^ wbile oAen 
reduce it to fatilf that number. Comines says, that the 
duke of Burgundy besieged Gr.anson with 50,000 ; vhlle 
May estimates his army al 70,000. 

■winter- 
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winter-campaign, partook of every delicacy c H ap. 



the genial seasons of summer and of peace. 
His pernicious example encouraged among 
his subjects a taste for luxury ; so that the 
Burgundian camp is said to bare resembled 
a populous city, with all it's amusements; 
and it's prodigality. While merchants and 
manufacturers flocked thither from all 
quarters with their most precious wares, 
the daughters of prostitution, with their 
venal charms, inflamed the universal licen- 
tiousness. In a word* the fables of eastern 
extravagance were realised on the barren 
mountaihs of Helvetia, among men whose 
business was destruction, and whose pur- 
suit was glory. Every- thing appeared ef» 
feminate, except the spirit of the com- 
mander, who formed a proud exception to 
the generality of despots and debauchees, 
as he posses^d all the firmness and intre- 
pidity of a hero. 

After wasting a few days at Orbe, he 
appearedf before Granson on the ninth of 
February. His pavilion was erected on an 
eminence, whose altered name still attests 

his 
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CHAP. his overthrow. This position, whiqh com- 
/ manded an uninterrupted view of the ad- 
jacent country, with the magnificent bason 
below, till the prospect was terminated by 
stupendous mountains, was highly eligible 
in every respect, as it maintained an easy 
communication with bis hereditary domi- 
nions, whence he coulcl at all times draw 
abundant supplies*. 

Notwithstanding the most obstinate re- 
sistance, the town was carried by storm ; 
but as the castle still held out, the duke 
commanded his artillery to play incessantly 
upon it, protesting that he would not stir 
till it was levelled with the ground. 

Meanwhile, various accidents occurred 
to depress the spirits of the besieged. The 
commander was seized with a dangerous 
illness, which totally prevented him from 
attending to his duty. The most expert 
engineer was slain. A magazine of pow- 

* He bad been already guil^, however, of one fatil 
error; but it proceedtd rather from mistaken principles, 
than from defective judgment. Distrusting the fidelity of 
hit own subjects, be bad conferred the post oflionoui upon 
bis mercenai^ troops. 

der 
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der exploded. A flotilla, destined tocon-CHAP. 
vey both men and ammunition, was com- ^. 
pelled to retire, without having effected 
it's purpose. 

Availing himself of the despondency 
created by this series of untoward events, 
Charles resolved to employ, what he pos- 
sibly might deem an ingenious strEltagem, 
but which men of unbiassed judgment 
must regard as an unpardonable breach of 
honfesty and honour. Under cover of a 
flag of truce, a Burgundian officer was ad- 
mitted'lo a parley. Expert in all the arts 
of intrigue, and anxious to obtain his mas- 
ter's favour, he represented the condition 
of the Helvetic army as every way hope- 
less. Their councils, he said, were- dis* 
tracted by dissensions, and their opera- 
tions, in consequence languid and ill-con- 
ducted. He farther assured them, on the 
word of a soldier, that Friburg had sur- 
rendered, and that Berne itself closely in- 
vested, was incapable of renting for many 
days. 

Perceiving t^e governor, thunderstruck 
by Uiese accumulated disasters, the perfi- 
dious 
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CHAP.dious envoy availed himself, of the delu- 
sion which he had . created, to press hina 
with additional arguments, i " In your in- 
sulated situation what hope," be added, 
■with an air of candour, " can you entfr- 
tain of escaping destruction, except frcnn 
the generosity of ,a prince who admires 
virtue even in a foe ? Throw yourself upon 
his mercy, and I pledge my booonr for 
your safety." The tone o£ confidence, in 
vfaich he spake,.was calculated to deceive. 
He accepted a present to secure hisint^^ 
est with Uie duke, and returned with; tht 
news.of his disgraceful success to his impa* 
tient mastep. 

Afler laying down their arms, the troopi 
were permitted to quit the fortress without 
molestation. Bat no 80oae^ bad they 
passed the gates, than they ireie surround- 
ed by theeoemy, .sid infoimed that they 
were priaoDera,:^^ the xluke refused to ra- 
tify tJle axticle^ of. capitdlation. Fanling 
after revenge, Charles ordered a cdunctl 
of war to decide on the fate of the c^p* 
tives. The result of a d^ibettition, carried 
oa tmder &uch auspieev Jnajr . be easily 
- .. foreseen. 
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foreseen. . R^gardle^ ^f; » stileinn obliga- chap. 
lion coDtracted bj an aeef^dited enyoy, 
and unmindful of the gjopy of the jpurgun- 
dian name, the members of this sanguinary 
tribunal unanimcmsly voted for death; and 
on the ensuing morning, the devoted vic- 
tims, without exception of rank, perished 
by the hand of the executioner. 

Meanwhile the. senate of. Berne caiTted 
on their, levies with uncpeasing activity^ «rtd 
hftving assembled a body of eight. thtMj- 
wnd men, conferred the commaibd of this 
Jittle army on tlie ■ avotfer. Schajna^htbal, 
^ith directions to remain in a defensive 
posture, till the contingents should j«ia 
from the other cantons. For this purpose, 
lie took ao advantageous position -asait the 
lake of Mofat, where he determined to 
wait their arrival. Bift that energetic spi- 
rit, which animated his fellow-citizens, was 
far from characterisuog oquaUy the othor ' 
members of the confederacy. ' Though re- 
peatedly summoned in conformity to a re- 
cent treaty, to take tl^ field, the cities of - 
the Lower Lpague were abaioefully.KfamAS 
in their preparations. Some of the canttHS* 
were 
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CHAP. were so blind to tbe impending danger, aa 
,.^^ to stipulate that their troops should not 
be employed in the defence of towns; 
though they readily consented, tha"t they 
should participate in all the active services 
of a campaign. 

At last, however, after various delays, 
Scharnachtbal was joined by his promised 
reinforcements*, and inarched to Nau- 
chatel, where he received intelligence of 
the surrender of Granson. The bloody 
perfidy of Charles excited the strongest 
indignation in every breast, and convinced 
them that no alternative was left but 
slavery or death. 

* According to May, the Helvetic f<n-ce consisled of 
S3|400 met), and waa furniabed in the ft^hvwing prppw* 
liom : SfiOO Berners, un^ Scbamacfatbal and Halw;l; 
1,500 from Soleure, Friburg, and Bienne, commanded 
b> Vt^tand Faucigny; 1,000 from Neuchatel, under ilie 
orders of Matter, a patrician of Berne ; 4,300 Zuricked 
led bjr Waldmao and Landenberg ; 1^00 Lucerners uader 
the avojer HasAirtber ; 3,400 from the forest-canloM 
commanded b; Arnold, Reding, and Tscfaudi ; .'3,600 from 
Shaffhaiisen, St. Gat, and Appeiizcl, under Tanner and 
TVOlIerey. Of diese abontS^OOO were detached from the 
nun anny. MtQ, HI. 

The 
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The duke of Burgundy now quitted the chap. 
strong position, which he occupied at <.«'-v^ 
Granson, and advanced to Vaucnoarcus. 
This measure was fruitlessly opposed by 
his most experienced generals. Hurried, 
on by a resistless impulse, he rejected with 
disdain their salutary warnings, and es-* 
claimed in a tone of presumptioo, " By 
".St. George! thesedogs shall not escape! 
" Their country, indeed, i& a beggarly 
" conquest ; but, whatever it; contains, 
" shall be your's." He then issued orders 
for an immediate attack. , ,. 

At the dawn of^day thpiarmy was -put 
ia motion, without- any previous .enqipirj 
into the strength -or fKwitioft of the enemy. 
The van, .consisting 'chjefly, of cavalry, was 
command^ by Cha^Eean-Gujon. I'he prince 
of Orange led the main .body, i^nd the con- 
fi(^ntial Komdnt w'as iniprudently placed 
at the. head of the rear*. ^ 

On tlie sid6 of the Swiss the van, com- 
posed of the militia of Schweitz, was posted 
on an eminence near a convent of Car- 

• May, HI. xlviil. 

VOL. zii. ,R thusian 
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CHAP, thiisian friars, under which the enemy *cre 
v^v-^ obliged to pass. Their tlank was CQvered 
by inaccessible mountains, extending to 
the shores of the lake. The . only practir 
<6able passage was through^a defilt, along 
a' road, obstructed by enbrmims masses of 
congfealed snow» intCTmixed i^rith pon- 
detocis fragments of dative granitci which 
had been detached by -accident frohi the 
impeiidihg cliffs. ' ■ ' ■ 

Bfettertoifled td dislodge the enemy 
from this adtantElgebus posttioH. Chateau^ 
Guyon ordered a coiHpany of archers to 
flsdedd the irotk, drid bo fcommence thb at- 
tacfe. When thp Swisfe beheld them ad- 
vaneiiig, thery fdl ttn theit knees, according 
to Ancient custom^ and *"^6mrt>ended their 
causfe, with fervid devatioh to " the God of 
Hosts. ■ Charles hM now reached the scene 
bf action, arid seeing theifa in th&postiire 
of supplication, iuistdofc their motivb^ 
** iiOok there," cried he with tluiispdrt, 
** they already itaplotfe our tnercy. But, 
" by St. George, it is ttofr too late ! Not 
" a bone of them shall repose in conse- 
" crated ground." llie soldiers, who heard 



=^-h,Gi:u)(^Ie 



HELVETIC" BXPUB I I'd S. 243 

him, shouted inunisoii with the presamp-cnAp. 
tuous threat, and a squadron of horse was J^^;^ 
despatched to cut t^ie rabble of petitioners 
in pieces. ■ ■- . . 

Meanwhile the confederates, whose nunr* 
hers were every moment incfeasing^ foraiied- 
themselves into a solid phalanx, Svith t^ir 
standards in the midst. This uaeHpected 
sight irritated the duku to such a pitch of 
fury, that he led his troops in person to 
three successive charges, in all of which 
they" were repulsed with considerable lo$9: 
' H« now determined to regain his former 
position ( convinced' : that the event woult^ 
be no Idnger >doubtfui, if/he could dearW 
the Swi^ fr^m their narrow defiles iutd' a 
Bpot^ -^vhdre fiis cavalry doutd act wilb efi 
fctt'TliC' signal was in cohsecmenee given 
fpraretitiat; but the confusion which it 
occaaoned, induced the enemy tw descenti 
from thte iieightSj and attiack the Eiurgun- 
dians with such impetuoeity, that their line 
was compktely broke*]. In an instant, 'the 
tumult became universal; the invaders 
threw down their ai-ins, , and fled toward 
R 2 Granson, 
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c H A P Granson, abandoniDg their artillery, their 
^ tCDts, and their baggage. 

Their dastardly conduct was beheld by 
tlieir sovereign with a mixed senaatioa of 
indignation and shame. Galloping through 
the disordered ranks, be explained to the 
officers the motives of his retreat, and en- 
deavoured by threats. and promises to ar- 
rest the flight of hb disheartened troops.* 
But all his efforts were vain. The Swiss 
pressed forward with augmented fury, bear- 
ing down all before t^ero ; so that, if they 
bad not been exhausted by a long and ra- 
pid march, and overburthened with the 
weight of heavy armour, few among the 
Bui^undians would have escaped. Jt is 
possible also . that the rich booty, which 
was abandoned to the cupidity of the 
conquerors, contributed not a little to the 
preservation of it's vanquished owners. 
'Apprehensive of losing their share iq tho 
epoil, the victprs-f- desisted from the pur- 
suit, and hastened back to partake in a 

• W«y. + Meoioira de Coqi)DeSi V. i, 

triumph 
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triumph more gratifying than that of acHAT. 
slaughtered foe. ^..-v^ . 

Philip de Comines records the event of 
this raemordble battle, in words highly de- 
scriptive of Charles' situation! " The duke 
of Burgundy," says he, " in one single day, 
was stripped both of wealth and honour."* 
His I6ss however, in point of numbers^ 
proved far less considerable^ than might 
have been supposed, as it scarcely exceed- 
ed two thousa:nd men.-f- Unable through 
fatigue to continue their flight, several of 
the Burgundian knights threw themselves 
into Granson, where they were sacrificed ^ 

by the victors to the manes of it's murder^ 
ed garrison. 

On the following day, twelve of the 

•lb. 

f Comines ia accused 1^ a modern histoiiaii of want of 
accuracy, in estiinatiiig the loss of the Burguodiam at no 
more than seven men. But justice to the memory of a 
writer, whose umpticity l^s claim to the highest pnuse^ 
compels us to observe, that Comines speaks onlj of the 
heaty-armtd cavalry, or taen at arms, who wer«t aU-i4 
noble extraction. He never nwDttons the infantry. (Q«f : 
U, 11. 27.) 

R 3 Hitlvetjc 
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c H AP Helvetic captains received the honour of 
j,^^ knighthood on the field of battle. On the 
same field the whole army, impressed with 
the liveliest gratitude, devoutly offered up 
theii" thanks to the Giver 6f all victory; 
, and the delightful reflection, that Helve- 
tic freedom was established by the loss 
of no more than one hundred of their 
countrymen, threw a charm over conquest, 
with which it is too rarely invested. 

The plunder 'of the -Burgundian camp, 
was estimated at upward of a million of 
iloTins. Beside z hundred and eighty can- 
hon of different caUbre, and sis hundred 
standards, four hundred tents were found, 
many of them lined with the Ftchest vel- 
vets,, and decorated with the raoet costly 
embroidery. The duke's pavilion contain- 
ed a sumptuous service of plate, a. profu- 
sion, of the finest iioenifron^ the looms of 
Flanders, his magnificent wardrobe, his 
private sjgnet, a sword ornamented witib 
precious stones, the insignia of various 
orders, an immense sumof money, la folio 
breviary, bound in Telvet with golden 
clasps ; a box of the same metal, "Blled 
■ ■. "* : with 
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tith relics and adorned with gems of in- chap. 
estimable worth ; and a chaplet, every >-'-v-»rf 
grain of which was a jewel.* 

A few days after the battle^ a peasant 
picked up a diamond of uncommon size 
and beauty^ in the road between Gransoji 
and IverduDj which had been dropped by 
the duke in his flight ; but so ignorant was 
the finder of it's real value, that he sold it 
for a florin to a priest.-|- 

But while the giddy and unthinking, ' 

who 

* Ma; <IJI. xlii.) pretefldtj that the booty amounteif 
to the value of tfairty-three millions of Freuclt bvres, 
reckoning money at it'« present standard. 

t It b sitTgnlar, that the 'identity of this invaluable getn 
Was never ascertained in a satisfactory manner; though 
nany industrious antiquaries have wasted their learned !&• 
boura in tbe research. Watteville, who appears to have' 
investigated the subject wi& far more attention than it 
merits, pretends' to have traced the jewel A-sm Wilham ^f 
Biesbach, who purchaaed it for Ave thoosand .florins, to 
Ae dulw of Mikn, by whom it wan sM for thirty thou- 
taitd ducats to pope Julius II. Du Fresooy, the editor »t 
Comines, assertd on the contrary, that it is the famowtf 
diamond in the crown of France, to well known by tbe 
lame of the Sanc^ (from Harley dtt Sancy, who' pur- 
chased it in Portugal); while Meister eGBrms> that i MS. 
has been recently discovered in th& library at .JAwnsbf 
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CHAP, who even in the most polished countrief 
1,,^-Y-^ constitute the majority, considered pros- 
perity as the necessary consequence of in- 
creasing wealth, the more enlightened few 
lamented the melancholy change, which 
riches produced in the views and feelings 
of Helvetia. The Burgundian spoils, like 
tlie fabled box of Pandora, diffused every 
malignant passion through her tranquil 
valljes, to the utter subversion of that 
amiable simplicity, which constituted her 
characteristic beauty. Thenceforth, war 
became the favourite pursuit of her daring 
and degenerate offspring. 

Severe indeed . was the blow, which 



fFom which it appears that the jewel in question, after bav- 
ing found it'a way into the wealthy fomily of Fugger, wv 
disposed of to Henry VILI, of England, and by his infa- 
taiated daughter presented to her husband Philip; «Dce 
which period it has been constantly preserved among Ae 
treuiurei of Spain, uid is at present — where i It is diffi- 
cult to meet with three opinions more contradictory to 
each other. But, fortunately, the solution is of little ms- 
iuent to^he world; as nothii^ can be more immateriil 
dian to dedde, whether the button of a madman's hat now 
adorns Ihe crown of tyranny, or of superstition. Mallet, 
in 191. 

Charles 
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Charles had sustained in the defiles of Vau- ^^ **■ 
marcus ; but the loss of reputation, by ^^-^^ 
which it wars accompanied, was a misfor- 
tune more mischievous in it's consequences, 
because it was more difficult of reparation. 
His arms, lately J.he terror of every Euro- 
pean state, were deprived in a single day 
of that mighty influence of opinion, which 
operates so powerfully upon the human 
heart. His star, which had hitherto shone 
the brightest luminary of the political he- 
misphere, was set to rise no more. Every 
day some friend' forsook his cause, if men 
connected by the bonds of interest, or of 
fear, can merit that sacred title. Aban- 
doned, or betrayed by all his adherents, 
he beheld himself an insulated individual, 
amidst the mighty ruin, wliich his own 
presumption had caused. Ren^, king of 
Sicily, who had publicly announced his 
intention of ceding to him the county of 
Provence, was no sooner acquainted with 
his defeat, than he meanly revoked his en- 
gagement, and went over to the king of 
France.* Even the faithful Jolanda thought 
• Mallet, IL 195. 

it 
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CHAp.it prudent to have recourse to the disslmu-* 
vJi^ lation, which seems to have been hereditary 
in the family of Charles- VII. ; and, appa^ 
rently deserting her unfortunate friend, jhe 
courted her brotlier with so much assiduity, 
that the most suspicious of men was de- 
ceived. While the duke of Milan,* whose 
contemptible policy was ever regulated by 
the smiles of Fortune, basely attempted 
by a considerable bribe to induce Lewis to 
declare war against a prince, whom he had 
trcated in prosperity as his dearest friend. 

Lewis, however, had other views; nor 
did he yet think it advisable to thro«< 
aside the mask. At the commencement 
of hostilities between Charles and the Hel- 
vetic cantons, he liad removed to Lyons,- 
in order to "be nearer to the scene of ac- 
tion. -From that city, after the battle, he 
sent couriers to all the courts in Christen- 
dom, with exaggerated accounts of the 
Burgundian loss. He likewise'despatched 
a confidental minister- to the Helvetic diet, 
with warm congratulations on their success,. 

* Galeaizo Sforza. 

accompanied 
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accompanied by exhortations and promises, chap! 
calculated to engage, them to a continuance ..^^^ 
of the war. But disgu&ted by his tempo* 
rising j>olicy, they returned for answer, , 
that unless he immediately fulfilled his 
engagements by openly declaring in their 
favour, a due regard to their own safety 
would compel them to conclude a peace 
on the best conditions which circum- « 

stances would .allow.* This determination 
destroyed the brilliant projects, which he 
bad formed for subverting the power of 
Burgundy, and rendered all his artifices ne- 
cessary, to prevent an immediate rupture 
with one of the belligerent states. 

Meanwhile adversity operated with so 
much -violence on the feelings of Gharlea, 
that according to the testimony of Co- 
in ines, he never recovered the perfect use 
of his intellects. Resolutely bent upon 
obliterating his past disgrace, he eserted 
all the energies of hia mind in devising 
means for the profsecution of the war. jHat- 
ing collected his scattered .fMces, be ot* 

• CioBiiB»,V. it 

dered 
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CHAP, dered the bells to be taken down from the 
v.^ churches, and employed in founding can- 
non;* and despatched officers of trust 
hito the different provinces, to solicit sup- 
plies of men and money. But their re- 
ception was by no means such, as his im- 
petuous and sanguine temper required. 

Oppressed and impoverished by his fran- 
tic schemes, the Flemings took courage to 
remonstrate on the rigour of his adminis* 
tration, and the prodigality of his expeo* 
diture. Their complaints, however, though 
urged in the manly tone which becomes 
a generous people, were softened by the 
solemn assertion, that they were, at .all 
times, ready tp risk their lives and fortunes 
in his behalf, whea summoned to resist 
an invading foe. 

After remaining at Noseroy for nearly 
three weeks, Charles with his constitu- 
tional impatience, again crossed the Jura, 
and hastened to Lausanne, where his . 
.troops were ordered to assemble. By 
the beginning of May, he found himself at 

* MaUet, II. 197. 
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the head of an army, scarcely less numer-cHAP. 
ous than the former. The duchess of \^../^ 
Savoy sent him tents and clothing, accom- 
panied by a considerable reinforcement 
of men, and lai^e pecuniary supplies. 

He now resumed his habitual arrogance, 
and with anticipating liberality divided 
tlie Helvetic territory among his allies and 
favourites, promising Berne to his faithful 
Jolanda, and Friburg to the undeserving 
Romont. His intentions being no longer 
confined within the cij-cleof his confidential 
friends, a diet met at Lucerne, in order to 
settle a general plan of defence. The gar- 
risons of Friburg and Granson received 
considerable augmentations, and both 
places were victualled for a siege. But as 
Moral was supposed with reason to be the 
principal object of the enemy's attack, 
Adrian de JBubenberg was unanimously 
appointed tothat important command. 

To the talents and virtues of that eminent 
statesman the reader is no stranger; though ■ 
he has hitherto been tiiuglit to -consider 
him as a friend "and favourer of the Bur- 
gundian cause. On accbunt of this real 
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CHAP, or supposed partiality, we have seen him 
* rigorously, if not unjustly, treated by the 
adverse faction, and banished to his pa* 
trimonial estate. But the perils^ to which 
his country was now expoaed, induced the 
senate to forget all former causes of com- 
plaint; and so exalted was tlie opinion 
which they entertained of his excellence, 
that they believed him capable of forget- 
JTig them too. The liigh reputation of tlieir 
general gave unbounded confidence to the 
gairison, who swore implicit obedience to 
his orders ; while the senate invested him 
with unlimited authority, and gave him at 
the same time a positive promise of speedy 
and efifectual support. 

Resolved if possible to realize the hopes 
of his country, Bubenberg exhorted the 
soldiers to perform their duty with the 
fortitude becoming men, whom their fel-. 
low-citizens had honoured with their most 
.distinguished trust. " Should any of you,** 
said he, " observe in his comrade the 
** smallest symptoms of fear, let hitnAtab 
" the coward to the heart. I mean not to 
*' exempt myself from tliis general sentence, 
' « No ; 
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"No; let your general perish, ifhis con-CHAp- 
'* duct proves him iinworthj to live." %yy*a 

Having heard of no considerable force 
that was prcpai-ed to oppose hira, the duke 
of Burgundy advanced bj rapid marches 
into the centre of Switzerland, with las 
little precaution, as if he had expected ttt 
meet with no resistance. On the eleventli 
Qf June, he appeared in sight of Morat, 
determined to commence the conquest of 
Helvetia by the capture of that important 
place-. . 

Bubenberg was no sooner informed of 
his approach, than he sallied forth with 
a sefect troop, and falling, unexpectedly 
on an insulated corps, repulsed them with 
Considerable slaughter. This little success 
by inspiring the Helvetic soldiers with in- 
creasing confidence, was serviceable to the 
commoil cause. And an event, which took 
place in another quarter, strongly confirm* 
ed the favourable impression, as it was 
attended with circu rastances, far more 
humiliatibg to the military character of 
fheir Burgundian foes. 

At 
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CHAP. -At the head of four thousand men Ro- 
J^ mont advanced without interruption to 
Anet, a small village situated between the 
lakes of Morat and Neuchatel, carrying 
off or destroying whatever he met. • The 
mined peasantry beheld his ravages with 
indignation. Wounded in the tenderest 
point, they regarded the loss of life as no 
aggravation of their misery. Assembling 
therefore in a tumultuous body, they aitn- 
ed themselves with clubs and forks, and 
such other implements of offence as the 
exigency of the moment could supply, and 
rushing upon the invaders compelled them 
to abandon their booty, and to save them- 
selves by a precipitate flight. 

Most of the Swiss historians pretend that 
the Burgundian army amounted to seventy 
thousand effective men ; but ^-eat allow- 
ance ought to be made for national vanity, 
Comihes, on the contrary, estimates it at 
little more than a third of that number ; 
but in this calcul'.ition he comprehends 
neither the engineers, nor the artillery -men, 
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wko fotmei ho !iwoiwid*rable body. W« chap. 
BMiy ttertfort (iWf «6ppo«B, Iblt ChMlSs' 
force COTlW hartly csusist of lest than Sftj 
thonsitid men. 

Morttt Was ito» inrested oa erery sidey 
except ott thai betdered by th* lake, irheM 
the Want of v6ss«li pievMted the data 
(tela eoffipleting tbe blockade. Chaiin, 
irith ttie main body, occupiid tint heights^ 
to the south of iki& town i and td the north 
ttai Matjoiied the caunt of Roinant, in 
order to cut off the conmronicaiioa with 
Berne. Yet in spite of all the figikmce 
of the besiegerai Bubsnberg found weans 
lo infeiM the senate, that " jritb no iw 
" lAedfiate danger to apprabend, he could 
" pledge himself to defend the tdwn, till 
" Iheif preparations were ready ftar hie K>- 
. " lief." , 

This delety ItoiMver waa not of long du' 
ration, for in a fow days after tbe rateipt 
it tliis messi^e, Scharnachthal was in a 
situation to tak« the field ; whitb advanebig 
to OtidimingeM, 1^ got possession of a 
bridge, which dominandcd the fnsaage of 
the Sane; an event of cotsiderable impoit* 

vot. In. S - ance, 
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CHAP. ance» as it contributed essentially to &ci' 
^^ , litate tlie future operations of the Helvetic 
army. Charle» now, for the 6rst time, be- 
gan seriously to believe that the Swiss were 
preparing to resist, and s^nt a detachment 
to recover the post, which through his own 
imprudence he had lost. But the attempt 
was too late, as the enemy were so strong- 
ly entrenched, that every endeavour to 
dislodge them proved abortive. 

Nor was the duke more fortunate in an 
attack on Morat. A breach being made 
after a few days' siege, orders were issued 
iar a general assault; and so confident 
was he of success, that he. marched round 
the walls in triumph, amidst choruses of 
martial music, and shouts of premature 
exultation. But the loss of a thousand of 
his bravest troops, who perished in the ^- 
tempt, '* changed his hand and cheded 
"his pride." The music ceased, and the 
army, fatigued and harassed, in mournful 
■sileoce, r^ained their tents. 

Charles had now experienced the inef- 

, ficacy of force; but, in proportion as bis 

hopes decUned, his impatience augmented. 

Kecurring 



■ ii,Gi:H)(^Ie 



HELVETIC KEPtlBLICS. 369 

Recurring to negociation, be mjide thef;HAP. 
most, flattering fwopQsals to the governor^ 
.as an inducement to capitulate; to which 
Bubeh)t)erg with, becoming. dignity replied, 
"That till he coujd forget his cruelty to- 
" ward the ganiiiOQ.of Granson, it would 
" be in vain to talk of ternis* It may. be 
*' our lot," said the. gallant veteran, "tp 
" perish, but we will die lijie men at the 
*' post of dangec." 

Meanwhile, the soldier? laboured with 
indefatigable -zeal to repair durii^ the 
night the damages, which had been occa'- 
siooed by the Burgundian artillery on the 
preceding day; sO that at the break of 
dawn fresh ramparts were se^D in the place 
of those, >fhich the setting sun beheld in 
ruins. 

The delay, created by the obstinate re* 
sistance of this little town, contributed 
essentially to. the safety of Helvetia.- The 
■general., consternation abated dailyj and 
was succeeded by sentitnaitsof.conBdence 
and magnaiiimity. 

Scafcely.' was the Helvetic standard. 

erected at Gummingen, when troops came 

S 2 pouring 
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CHAP.TKwrin^ in from wrcrj qitarter. Desirous 
,JJ^<of "being prcseirt; at a batUe on the event 
ttf" which bb future destiny seemed to d&- 
'pend, the duke of Lorraine anired at the 
liead of fourhundred cavah'y. The counts 
ofThierstein and Oetingenled three thou- 
sand AuTtrians. Eight htmdred borse, be- 
longing to the bishops of B&)e and Stras^ 
"bourg, were commanded by riie gaHant 
Eptingen. The imperial cities of Ahace 
sent ihe veteran Herter with fifteea hun- 
dred mfkntry^ aawl several pieces of ortil* 
tery. And 't«stly» the couot of Gruyeres 
t)r6ught a. troop of raounteineers, iniared 
to danger by incessant hardships, and the 
inckinency of dieir native snows.* 

Though considerably retarded by the 
rapid rise of an Alpine torrent, the con- 
tingent of Zuiic reached the eamp in tune 
to partake of the perils and glories of the ' 
day. •'Hie whole force amounted to up- 
wards of thirty thousand men, four thou- 
•and of whom were cavalry.-f- 

-• Cbonique «k Nencbitel. iMsj,lU.ilii, 

Eafly 
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Eadjf on U»e twenty-second of June, the.cHAP. 
leadpis^ of the. Helvetic ^)Tny held a coun- .. 
cil of war, in which it was deterrnin»d to. 
coDwoenc^ t^ieir Derations by attacking 
fee main body of the enemy under tlie 
dnkfB iapersop. TUeir forees worn divided 
iflto three, coliiums* The v^n wgs lod. by 
HalwyJt. Waldman commanded the centre ; 
while the lew ^^s entrusted to the ex- 
perienced Hert«n§tein, and destined to 
aQt aA a corps de reserve. Amidst a chosen 
hand of »peannen, the Helvetic standard 
floatmg in proud dei^ance, served a^ a. 
raUyin^ pointy in case, of any accidfintal, 
confusipa. 

The army was now preparing to inarch, 
when, it. was s,uggest^ by ^lerter that,. 
frwi. the numbers and situatio;i. of th^., 
enemy* it was highly imprudent to run t^ie. 
hazard of a genera] engagement, as a de- 
feat must be attended with inevitable'ruin. 
Instead of rashly staking the existence of 
tiwir cowntry uppji, a spngle ea^s^t, he 
strongly recommended a defensive system ; 
persuaded that Charles would be shortly 
compelled by famine to abandon bis pre- 
S 3 sent 
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c H A P. sent advantageous position, and might then 
' ■ . be attacked with a fairer prospect of suc- 
cess,* 

This advice however, though the result 
of consummate prudence, was rejected 
with disdain. " A system of protraction 
" and delay," cried Keller of Zuric with a 
contemptuous smile, " may possibly be, 
" conformable to the principles of the 
" tactician : But the military science of 
" our country is merely practical. When 
" we meet an enemy, we fight. Our only 
*' object in coming here. Is to drive the 
** duke of Burgundy out of Switzerland. 
" If you are alarmed at the difficulty of 
" the undertaking, it is still in your power 
*' to avoid it; but if you remain with us, 
" JFC ml] soon give you an opportunity 
" to shew of what sort of mettle you are 
'' m^^e/'f 

* This anecdote alone seems clearly to indicate that 
the Bui^undian army m-us far superior in numbers to that 
of the Swiss ; a ^ct, which cannot be doubted, if the 
af:cpunts were acf:urate wit)i respect to the slain- 

t Mallet. II. 205. 

Apprised 
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Apprised of the enemy's motions,' Char- c h a p. 
lei drew up Ids forces in order of battle.- 
His infantry, formed into a condensed 
square, was stationed behind an almost 
impenetrable ,hedge, and flanked by a 
numerous cavalry. 

The armies being now in sight of each 
other, remained for some time in a state 
of inactivity, neither of them caring to 
commence the attack. The rain fell 
in torrents, and as great part of the morn- 
ing was already consumed, the duke under 
a convection that this S wiss had no inten- 
tion of engaging^ ordered his troops to 
return to their camp. That moment ap- 
peared decisive in favour of Helvetia, and 
AValdraan gave the signal for battle. 

As the van was advancing with rapid 
steps, Halwyl recollected that it was the 
anniversary of the victory of Laupen. 
Upon which, turning hastily round he ex- 
ultingly exclaimed, " On this memotable " 
"day your forefathers secured their T. ^*f- 
. " dom at Laupen! Behold, the savages* 
" who basely murdered your unsuspecting 
" countrymen, before the walls of Gran 
S4 "son! 
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CHAP." (oo I At their perfidy then met >t> tne 
' r " nward, so shall their nefiuiaiu |>raj«ct>. 
•< by the pievidMcc of Go<l, be nov ditr 
<> oonfited. To Him, aj valiant eoi)«iad«s. 
» let us imsel, aa4 devoutlj implore ica 
" protection,"* 

With th«se wonk he fell on hi) knees, 
uird prajred with furvovr. H)> oxwifde 
wa; foUowad bj tihe whole 8™;. The sit; 
iras oorered with clouds, but while he wan 
yet in the act of supplication, a ray of 
suashine broke out Ualivyl availed hifOr 
self of the casual ^aro, to eocrease the 
enthpsiasm whioh he had inspired ; and 
starting up, as if uqder supernatural int 
fluence, cried out, " Qur petitions asf 
" heard t Our triumph is ordsined I The 
" irill of h^ven is no longer dxauhtjul ! 
*' Be oonfidaat, my friends, and Feeiember 
" that the honour of your wives and 
*' daugbtsra, and the Ubertt^ of your f/mor 
" try aie all at stake." 

With undaunted placrity, «roidst the 
thunder of the enem/s artillery, theyrushed 
fiirward to the indestructible hedge. It 

* MaUrt, ill, 

flisappeai^d. 



by Google 



iisappBared. They seized thesaanoB, and char 



vrOTkofaniostsBt. They w«a« opposed hj 
tbe dake's guards, and * adeot body of 
Englicb arcbeis, whose valour gevp « m^ 
mentary check to Uiek career, WaldpMQ 
ao jiooHir observed what wa> pwHKg, than 
be hastened to flalwyl's assUtaniie' Tfat 
Bivguadiaaa gave ivay: the £i\glii)b fsHt 
and the fortune of the day was decided. 

MeanwUile the duke plXorraiqelwdenT 
gaged the cavalry, and drWw tbem fnm 
the field. Bubenbefg beheld the disorder 
that was re jidly spreading i hrough the em- 
»y'i entire lint, and sallying from tlie town 
fell sudclenly oa tksir rear^ This masterly at* 
taek dti>mpleted their ponfusiou, and their 
ruiQ. ^ 

I« the geaeral panic, many of the fflgir 
tifes sought for safety by ooncealin^ then> 
sdves ia the thick trees, witk vhjeh tlie 
((Quntrjf abounded ; butbeiagsubsequeiitlj 
discovered by the victors, they were cruelly 
Imng upon thS'f boughs- HHrried awajr 
by tiieir fears, or deluded by the absurd 
hope of reaching the opposite shore, a body 

of 
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lake, and perished almost to a man*. — 
During tiie dreadful carnage that ensued* 
the Swiss animated each other to acts of 
ferocity, by the cry of " Granson, Gran- 
son I Revenge, and Granson I " 
With a degree of anguish almost approachi 
ing to phrensy, the duke contemplated the 
desolation by which he was surrounded, and 
for some time seemed doubtful what course 
to pursue. At length the love of life pre- 
vailed and turning away from the scene of 
misery, he galloped toward Lausanne. For 
some distance, he was followed by a troop 
of cavalry ; till the ccmimader, recollecting 
that the troops under Romont was still un- 
broken, deemed it prudent to stop the pur- 
suit. This precaution, however, was ren- 
dered unnecessary by the dastardly beha- 
viour of that chief\ain, who no sooner 
witnessed his master's defeat, than be 
abandoned liis camp with preciptation^ 

* A few years ago, some fishenneo fouod several suits 
of armour of exquiifite woriniaiuhip in the lake, at a little 
distance from the town of Morat. Watteville, Uist. de 
hi CoafederalioD Helvetiotte. I. ri. 

leaving 
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leaving his baggage and artillery a prey to chap.- 
the victors*. \ 

Estimated with reference to Charles' pre* 
rious loss, the booty was far more consider- 
able than could have been expected. Imme- 
diately after the battle it was conveyed to 
Lucerne, to be divided among the captOrs 
in equal shares; with the exception of the 
furniture of the ducal pavilion, which was 
presented to the duke of Lorrainet. 

According to most of the Swiss histori- 
ans, the slaughter of the Burgundians was. 
prodigious. Twenty-two thousand and 
sixty-five bodies* are said to have been bu- 
ried in the vicinity of Morat, of which two 

• Malieti II. 209. 

f According to May, tlie Burgundian treasure was af- 
terward sold by public auction, the senate of Beme having 
first taken tlieir allotted portion, which they chose to re- 
ceive in it's natural slate. Ilf. sxk. 

X Mallet reduces the number to fifteen, and Comuie* 
to eighteen thousand. Yet both these, calculations may be 
. erroneouB, as in a letter written immediately after the battle, 
the loss is CQinputed at only J0,0Q0. This letter is men- 
tioned by NtaJIet, ib. 

' hundred 
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CHAP, bvniclwd aQ4 fifty ooiy were Swi^s. l%eir 
bones were subsequently deposited neaf 
tb^ s^^ vhefe they perished, in a chapel 
ef«ete4 to o^iqatQiDor^te tiiia iioportaoti 
vkte»y*. 

.^!ihut^ w^t^ WC!4;ess the Smss were pre- 
^ftripg t<^ retiirC with their wdl-eamed spoil, 
T?ben it w*a proposed by tlie Semese com- 
vmederq to p«ji,nisb the duplicity of tbe. 
boiisc of Savoy, by an irruption into 

* llie folloning modest uucriptioD, wliicb wa; placed 
on the front of th« edifice, haa conttRued tiH lately a bk- 
a»of«bla Udfhjt of Helwlic.valow : 

Dio. OfT. Max. 

CaBOLI. INCLYTk BirOBTKSINl DOtJlS. 

BUBQUNDIS. 

X^EHCITDft. MuBATVM OB3IDENS AB H^LVETIlS 

CASUS. 

Hoc SUl MOMUMKNTDII BBLIQTIIT. 

Thit cfaapet periihed in the geaent wivek of Hdvi^e 

freedom. The Iom is sincerely to be regvetted, as it coa- 

ve^ed m valuable lemon to msnkiud, illualraliveof dieftt* 

and the folly ofambition. Had it been overtbrewn by the 

pride of triumpbent despotism, our sorrow would have 

baak aunii^M nitb surpriaa ; bat it was destmjted by ^ 

waaioa. Arr o£ nm, ^Aa caUed UKnualyca ijtf fioanfti «( 

^crtjii, lad whose «oiHiiiat vpcn this occaeioq f vlubilft tA 

|ba wodd anadditionnt proo^ bow Utile tbek pia^iw f:«fr 

responded with their theory, 

the 
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the Pais de Vaud. Twelve thftosand waf- Ctlkr. 
riors instantly volunteered for the intended vjSJ^ 
ojpedHJoB. Without ««perieneing the 
smallest resistance, tliey advanced to Lau- 
sanne; and Geneva herself, the pmnd and 
the opulent, owed her safety to the friendly 
intercession of Lewis. 

It is now time to turn otrr thoughts to* 
ward the anfortunate duke. On the day 
rfter the battle he stopt)ed at Morjes, took 
«ome refreshment in haste, and remountin* 
his horse pursued his journey to Gest, where 
he was entertained during three days by 
the dueliess tr( Savoy. But calamity had 
angmented the jiatural jealousy of his teni' 
per into absolute disease. Notwithstand- 
ing so many proofs of long and drsmtercsb* 
ed attachment, Jolanda was the sister of 
his foe, was a woman, and might tee a 
ftlse one. He withdrew thetefbfp in seclfet 
liom her hospitable roof to tire castle 
of Riviere, in Pranche Gomt^, where he 
shut himself up tm several weeks from all 
conminnication with manhind. His whole 
frame underwent a violent revolution^ To 

the 
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CHAP, tlie fererish beat of' passion succeeded a 
low and feeble pulse, which his physicians 
thought it necessary to treat with the strong- 
est cordials. Alleging tlie pressure of bu- 
siness (which, however, occupied little of 
his time) as a plea for his seclusion, he per- 
mitted scarcely any of bis attendants to 
enter his apartment. 

In a more tranquil moment, the arch- 
bishop of Vienna prevailed upon him to 
cut his beard, wh^ch was grown to an enor* 
nous length, and' to pay the necessary at<- 
tentions to the decorum of dress and per- 
sonal cleanliuess *. By these alternations of 
feeling his life was endangered ; but the na- 
tural strength of his constitution ultimately 
prevailed, and lie again appeared in public, 
to make preparations lor another cam- 
paign! With loquacious grief he harangued 
his soldiers, upbraiding them with, disaffec- 
tion and cowardice; and accusing all the 
powers of heaven and earth of having com- 
bined together for his destruction. 

At length by repeated messages and ex- 

* Comines, V, v. 

hortations 
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Wtatlon? the states of Burgundy were re* c hap. 
Iiictantly induced to permit a levy of three ,J^> 
thousand men, and promised to provide the 
necessary funds for their equipment. These 
exertions, however burthensome, were to- 
tally inadequate to the expectations of one 
who regarded the lives and fortunes of sub- 
jects as the mere implements of a sove- 
reign's ambition. By turns he implored 
and threatened; at one moment painted 
^e exigencies of his situation in the most ' 
affecting language, and the next burst into 
a, torrent of rage; swearing, that unless they 
immediately , furnished him with ample 
means of recoveri;ig his lost reputation, he 
would retire to his Flemish subjects, upon 
whose affection, and fidelity he could surely 
depend. . , . . 

To such a degree did liis jealousy ope- 
X&te,-that he even caused, Jolanda to be car- 
ried off by force, and confined in. the castle 
of Bijon. By the connivance of her guards 
however she soon found means to escape, 
and fled to ToOrs, where she was received 
by Lewis with fraternal' kindness, though 
- pot 
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'^^'•toot *itIiolit Sortie sarcastic reference* W 

•fir^ her past behaviour*. 

This reconciliation was foHowed By a 
peace between the house of SiToy sthi the 
Helvetic cantons; Lewis hiving pl*vaii«d 
Upon the Swiss with considcraWe difBeultf 
to suspend their operations, ttli tire sabjeds 
in dispute could be finally settled in a gi!" 
neral congress, at which, he ' promised to 
act the part of mediator^. A diet actotd" 
ihgly asserhbled at JVibui^, alid was at- 
tended- by amhassadors. from many cfthi! 
adjacent states. "The duke of Lorraine ap- 
peared in person, hoping by his preseftrt 
to ehcourage his allies to a vigorous prose- 
cution of the War. Every principle of po- 
licy, he warmly contended, forbade tlieio 
to sheath the sword, till they had reduced 
the fiurgundian power within sudh limits, 
that it could be no longer an object of tep 
tof. 

* J-ewis, *n bCf wrivd, ftddresscd her ia Ibe totiovwg 
vonbt Madame de Boobgoqns, wui etcs la bit* 
vtnue. CooiiDea, V. ir. 

. t M»ii«t.n.«i«. _, 

This 



■ II GtiDt^Ie 



liEttEfld BEPUBtlCS; 375 

This project, at first received with iiKlif-CHAR 
ference, was so powerfully seconded by vJ-vnl» 
the a'mbassadorofFraace,(who wasdirected 
to spate neither flattery nor gold upon the 
occasion,) that the diet consented to the' 
duke's [jroposal of enroHiog troops, though 
they positively reftlsed 'to' become princi- 
pals in the waf. . -' ; 

The misande'rstanding Tv4th the liouse of 
Savoy became next an ofejedt of discussion ; 
and after surmountingmany obstacles, peace 
was at length concluded- o'0'Wrtei*%i#t 'less 
ho'noumble than adytvBtagfej)!*** tfa thd oofi- 
federates*. ■'■■.•; , ^ '■.- 

Another important bc^^t^esuUefcl from 
this treaty, thttugh it WasftOt carriqd~into 
effect until tlie f(>llowin^-3^aT>f-; aftpd this 

* The condidotis w^e these : Thai Uie city ofOfneva 
should immediately discharge the debt of 24,000 florins 
which (ladbeeti contracted under the tith of ransom ;' that 
the Helvetic league should retain possession of thb Pals dc 
Vatu), tiU, the;y.rdceixed the sum of ^^,000 'tforius, ex- 
clufiively of 3J,000 due to the republic of* Berne ; and fi- 
nally, that the towns of Moral, Cerlier, Bex ; and Gran- 
son should be ceded in perpetuity to Berne and Fribur^. 
Mallet, 11.213. , , ■ 

t U77. . 

vox. III. T was 
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c H AP. was the absolute renunciation, on the part 

wnn^ of Savoy, of all feudal claims which she 

bad hitherto enjoyed in the cantos of Fri- 

burg. The concession was made ia con- 

flnrmity to the wishes of Bane. 

Meanwhile the duke of Xorraiiw pressed 
bis levies with so mach activity, that he was 
Bot only able to take the &eld, but bad ac- 
tually regained pouessu)n of his fonner 
caftttal, before Charict was in a situation to 
oppose him. 

Oa receiving the melancholy tidings of 
the loia of a place, which be bad so lately 
captured, the duke of Burgundy put him- 
sdf at the head o£ his little array, and de- 
claring with a tremendous oath that he 
would either re-Conquer Nancy, or perish 
under it's walls, hurried on his preparations 
with so much vigor, that he appeared be- 
fore the gates a few days after it had sur- 
rendered*. 

Renfe however had availed himself of the 
important interval to replenish the public 
magazines, so that the city was now in a 

*Malkt,xi.ai4. 

situatioa 
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situation to stand a siege. On tfie ap-CHAP. 
preach therefore of the Burgandian army '-"v-»^,, 
he drew off his forces, and having entrusted 
the defence to an officer of experience, re- 
turned to Switzerland, to solicit additional 
reinforcements. 

Notwithstanding the^'inclemency of the 
* season, and the exhortatioAs of his most ex- 
perienced g»M^palsy(who ritdvised him to go 
into wint«r-qu£u4iers) Chai4€tf,ihAii^ced by 
the perfidious councils of a; man, whose 
profession and ccrtrntrjc QO^t oequiflly to 
hare inspired d^tFostv^.r^olvbid'-iaimedi- 
ately to commence tfaelsibge:^ . - v : ■; 

Campobasso, an Ita^'&n.&ottdoiti^^'hax* ' 

ing been banished fromjNaptes on account ' 
of bis turbulent and intrigtiing spitit, had 
assembled a body of cavalry witli' ?which 
he served in the Burgundian. army. By 
his assiduities and flattery - he. gained an 
absolute ascendency over the mind of his 
too credulous master, which be dbused to 
the basest purposes. At the same moment 
he is said, to have carried on a clandestine 
correspondence with the duke of Lorraine, 
and with the king of France; proposing 
T2 I to 
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CHAP*** *^ fonner to ^protract the siege of 
?x. Nancy to any length, vhich the exigency 
of his afiairs might require; while he pro- 
mised the latter to poison Charles for a spe- 
cific reward*. 

Ren6 found many difficulties to ^ncoun' 
terinthe course of his negoci^tion /frith 
the Swii^^ bat byaddresS'adid'perseverance 
he overcame them all. Of the generous 
and humane h« tnteKsted tli0 sy«i|>athy, 
by exhibitii^ the Afiectiog pictiue of fallen 
greatness; whUe-by,fW<uaisei of remunera- 
tion h& silenced the scruples of the covei> 
tous, and secured Xheir veoalsupport: ex- 

:* Uns anecdote u r^IaUd npoB Ike antfiority of Co- 
m'ms, «4io i«ifon|i§ us tbtt CanfiolMua R^uired from 
L^wis, as the nfQaipeDK fif fal* tiOfchery, to bp contii)Be<) 
in the command of his own Irooju wiifa the same appoint- 
ments which be enjoyed in the Buf«iuidian arpiy, and to 
' receive beMiIei) a gratuityof two ihmisand crowns. He ft- 
tho- adds, Ifaal the Jiing waa so much lindtd at tke in|n- 
fttude of the perfidious Italian, that be sent imipffiijalf in- 
formation to Charles. Yet such was the infatuation of Ibd 
-unfortunate prince, that upon receiving the intelligence be 
Hgbtly crfjsened to his'attebdanls; " it wasiinpossi^e tbeiV 
cffuU.beilie snu^eU huaita^far the duigc,'^ Ijswii 
would Be* er baxe d»»ulged it, if it iiftd btjf > t"^'' V. yi. 

totting 
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tortiDg from comp^s^ioa and avarice that chap. 
aid which ought to have been liberalijr xx. . 
graa^ . Yrom .considerations of policy 
alotet. 

Before the end of the year, the dake of 
Lorraine found himself at the bead of 
twenty thousand men,. twelve thousand of 
whom were ^iwis^. Lewis ^o^ with, his 
wonted duplicity, nptpnly allowed his^ub- - 
jects to serwe a^ yplu^toeq ag^iast the duke . 
of; Burgundy, :, but ^cl;ually assembled a 
oonsideFable army on the frontier, by 
which Charles was kept in coatiqual 
alarm. , . - 

In the beginning of January ^ne^put 1477. 
his foi^es in motion, and advancipg toward, 
Nancy by hasty marches, got possession i^f 
the bridge at St, Nidiolas, which Charles 
with unpardonable negligence had left un-r 
garded. Pushing forward with the greatest 
rapidity, he next day appeared in sight of 

, f Lewu (it is said) who was perflBCtly acquainted n ith 
the characteristic failing of (he Swiss, furnished Reae with 
krge sums '6t money, that he might more easily accomplish 
,ki«^ptirp«e. Millet, II. SIS. ^t .^' 

■■■■'■• T 3 the ' 
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CHAP, the eneilly, and drew triV'lifetlioops TO order 
^ of battle; ■ : ■ 

In contrAdiction td his tisutti system, of 
trusting implicitly to the resources bf his 
own mind; Charles now eatled a eouncilof 
war; but although he condeMended to so- 
licit their opinion, he did net so far deviate 
from his natural character, as to submit to 
be guided by it. It was the unanimous ad- 
vice of his ablest officers to raise the siege, 
and on no account toha'zaM a battle. In 
support of these suggestions, they urged 
the wretched state of Herife's finances, and 
the mercenary spirit of his troops; while 
their own situation they affirmed, was in a 
progressive state of improvement : whence 
no doubt could be iascertained that, on the 
return of spring, they would once more be 
enabled to face the foe with the fairest 
prospect of success. 

Comines asserts, on the authority of per- 
sons who attended the duke in every vicis- 
situde of fortune, that the whole of his force 
did not exceed four thousand men. May, 
on the contrary, makes it amount to fortjr 
2 - thousand; 
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thousand; and estimates their loss at little chap. 
less, than that which they sustained at , 
Mwat.* Between suf^ opposite state-' 
ments, it is difficult to form a satisfactM'y 
opinion. Yet notwiUistanding our defer- 
ence for the auth(»:ity of the latter, who 
usually investigates his' subject with minute 
attention, it is scarcely possible to imagine 
than any Burgundian officer would have 
ventured to propose a defensive system to 
a prince so jealous of honour, had his forces 
been superior to those of the enemy. Be- 
sides, the greater part of the Swiss histo- 
rians agree in speaking of the hostile army, 
as totally inadequate to the enterprise, in 
which they were engaged. It is certain, 
indeed, that the soldiers (whatever were 
their numbers) were so much debilitated 
by the hardships which they had endured,, 
as to foe totally unfit for service. 

In addition aHo to Charles' other mis- 
fortunes, the perfidious Campobasso 'with 
his company of three hundred horsei went 
over to the enemy. But upon entering the 

• Millet; IV. ii. 

T4 Helvetic 
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pH-AP, Helvetic ctiap, he-received an immediate 
^-dwJertp: depart. This injunction was ac-» 
companied wjth the humiliating remark, 
f' that lheydaemed^_it inconsistent with the 
" hpnour ofa 3oldier,:tQ hold the smallest 
ff comwuoicatijuq^ with a traitor*. 

:DiBa{>pQinb€4tat a. reception so different 
frpm^^ift expectations, the treacherous Ita- 
lics jreiticM to^Cood^, ,where he deterinioed 
to- wait, tl^e .issu$ pf the battle, with the 
hope (inth^ eveat of the ^rgundijin de* 
feat) of .4iU obtaining a share in tlve spoil, 
CharJe&ivas np sooner infpitned that the 
enemy were in motion, than impelled by 
his destiny he quitted his cajap, and ad> 
yADpedttp;mf3et them; t^ing pqstinahol- 
l^^w way, where his front was covered i)y a 
tspi}! 'Stream, and by strong inplosures.— r 
TJie Swiss, whp insisted on the station of 
honour, led. the attack in the fe,ce of the 
puemy's .artillery, aud ri^shing^forward with 
irresistible ifury, fell o(j their flanks. The 
duke heard the bugle-.h.orD with dismay; 
fQjr.it recfilled to his troubled recollectipn 

■ . the 
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the slaughter qf Morat. But the impres-cHAP. 
sion, which it made upon Jiis disheartened s,,,-^ 
troops, was still more fatal. Exhausted fojr 
fatigue, and benueibed with cold, tkey 
threw down their arma, and fled with pre* 
cipitation to the neighbouring-woods. Al- 
most frantic at tlie sight, Charles ordered 
the cavalry to pursue them»and drive them 
back, with their swords. The panic, how- 
ever, was too general to be counteracted ; 
and the conftision was still farther increased 
by a sally from \he garrison o£ Nancy, who 
penetrated with little opposition to the Bur- ,_ 
gundian camp. The duke's situation was 
hopeless. Gampobasso intercepted his rci- 
treat, and his scattered troops were cut in 
pieces before his eyes*?. 

Convinced that no remedy was left, be 
embraced the resolution not to survive hta 
defeat. With a small troop of horse, there- 
fore, he rushed into the midst of the enemy, 
where he fought most heroically, . slaying 
numbers with his own sword, Till deserted 
by the greater part of his ibllowere, he 

* Mallet, n. 218. 

gave 
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CHAP, gfl'^® ^"^y *° *^* instinctive love of life, and 
JS^ turning from the victorious foefled toward 
Metz. 

The circumstances of his death are thus 
related by May*. Before he quitted the 
■ £e]d, he had received two wbtmds irom a 
spear; his horse also was wounded, and 
exhausted through \ms of blood fell un- 
der him in a swamp, which he was at* 
tempting to cross. Before he could ex- 
tricate himself, he was overtaken by his 
pursuers. He immediately announced him- 
self as the duke of Burgundy. But the 
commander of the hostile troop, through 
deafness mistaking Vhat he said, with a 
barbarity unworthy of the brave, cleft 
his head asunder as he lay defenceless 
on the ground, with a battle-axe. On 
the following day the body wfis found 
naked, and disfigured with dirt and blood, 
and being conveyed-to Nancy was there 
interred with every solemnity due to ex- 
alted stationf . 

This 

• lb. IH. 

t At the gates it ww met hjr die duke of Lomire in 
deep moaroiDg. Approtcbing Ae corpie be sprinkled 
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This perished Charles duke of Burgun-CHAP. 
dy, who for his temerity, received from his i-^v** 
contemporaries the surname of Bold. His 
melancholy fate might teach mankind the 
foJIy of ambitiop, were it possible to eradi- 
cate a paasion so deeply planted in the 
human heart. By the loss of three suc- 
cessive battles, he was not only deprived 
of. life, and of what he held much dearer 
thaa life, reputation ; but likewise plunged 
bis country into such an abyss of misery, 
that it never recovered it's rank ;as aa in* 
dependent state*.- 

it miti h(Jy water, nod I^Vi^^ on hit kpeea devoutly ^*it- 
I>ted, " May beaven have mercjr on thy soul! tor thoa 
do'rt need it greatly ." Mei*ter. 

* The nnmlm' of pntantn, tokeq at tbe batde of 
Nancy, appears to (lav^ been conuderablf ; and amcHig; 
then we fiod several person^ of high dtsUnction. Most 
of tbese were cmmgned, by the duke of Lorraine to hu 
Genaui allies, as a coftipeasatiop for their mereenai; 
*VTice. Anoag others, a count of Nassau was delivered 
into the bands of the bishop of Straiburg, by whom he 
*u detained iq rigorous captivity, uU he consented to pur- 
■^bue hber^ at an enormous price. (May, ib.) 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



Cmdsct of iht King of France, ppqit tht 

Duke. of. Burgundy's J)fath: — Distrets of 

the Princeas Maty — AJkirs. of lt«l}f*~ 

Ltwis reconciled to the Switp — His Dtvlk 

■ and:C^raot€r. .. 

*^XXi''*T^^^ reputation of the Helvetic arms 
■* J- was greatly augmented' by the de- 
struction of a prince, before whom all Eu- 
rope had trembled ; but the advantages 
resultirig from their success were by no 
iheans such as to afford to the conquerors ^ 
more solid grounds, of happiness., They 
had escaped from great and immiiieat 
danger, and they had established' thert in- 
dependence. To say that liberty may be 
purchased too dearly, would be to pro- 
mulgate a doctrine at all times dangerous, 
but more particularly so at a period, when 

tlte 
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tl»e crimes and foillea of pretended pa- chap. 
tiiotism have supplied her enemies with 
so ikir a theme for the display, of their 
slavish eloquence. Yet she is purchased 
too dearly wbea her fmce is the sacrifice 
of virtue. ,The Helvetic character is about 
to undergo a melancholy change, and we 
sfa^ no long^ trace* among the ofifspring 
of Tell and of Staufacher, those qualities 
which immortalise the names of their iUus* 
trious progenitors. 

It has ever been a favourite subject with 
the moralist to declaim against the corrup- 
ttOH of the present times, ■ and to hold up 
the virtues of his ruder ancestors, as ob- 
jects of uaqualified admiration. That every 
pesiod df our history exhibits it's charac- 
teristic excelleoces and, defects, is an as- 
settioa . ioanded upon the experience of 
agtt. W« hate heard much of the inno- 
ceaoe of man in a ^late of nature ; and the 
pwtrah, nJievi coloured by the fascinating 
pencili of Kousseau, possesses a thousand 
attractions. But the bold inferences, de- 
duced by that eccentric Vritcr with respect 
to humao happiness^ |tre completely falla- 
cious. 
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CHAP. cious. It is not in savage life, that we 
wTv^ must seek perfection. ' 

Is there a man of unbiassed judgment 
and sound understanding, who with the 
privilege of unbounded option would not 
have chosen for his residence Athens, un- 
der the splendid administration of Pericles, 
rather than repubUcan and brutalised 
Sparta? In a genuine patriot, if such a 
one were then to be found, the court of 
Augustus must frequently have awakened 
the indignant glow of insulted virtue. But 
still the attic suppers of Meecfenas had 
powerful attractions for minds capable of 
preferring the gratifications of intellect to 
those of sensuality. Nor would it have, 
been easy, while sip|Hng the \Falinnian 
bofrl in the society of Virgil and Horace, 
to wish for the return of those unlettered 
warriors, who despised all the comftnte of 
refined life, as below the dignity of a Ro- 
man citizen. Extending the same train of 
jreasoning to modem fUirope, from the ex- 
ample of Britain we might draw a glorious 
testimony, that the most elegimt taste is 
by no means incoxDpatible with heroic fbr- 
V titude, 
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tilude, or vitfa the purest spirit of pa- chap. 
triotic feeling. 

To the Swiss, however, these remarks 
would ill apply. Their national character, 
like the mountains which they inhabit, was 
never intended ^for the MtteriDg habd of 
refinement. The austerity of virtue is it's 
appropriate dress; and habits of luxury 
would be ludidrously incompatible with it's 
native roughness. 

llie death of Charles gave a sudden 
change to the political system of Europe. 
With it's unfortunab^ master, the power 
of Burgundy expired. A distracted. go- 
vernment, ftad a fftmale succession, opened 
a wide field- for the crooked politics of 
Lewis XI. : Uponreceiring intelligence of 
his. rival's iallj. that crafty tyrant, in spite 
d* his habitual dissimulation, unable to 
conceal, his joy, gave vent to his feelings 
in expcessioos, equally impolitic and unge- 
noouB, of diabolical triumph*. 

; ' . . After 

* Cominea iDforms va, ibat he was the fint penon 
who carried the news to the king, and that he received 
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CHAP. After bis first emotions of IranspOTt had 
^subsided, he began seriously to deliberate 
apon his futnre conduct'. The duke of 
Burgundy 'having left no son, the princess 
jMary of course inherited his extensive do- 
minions, those parts alone excepted, which 
on the principles of the/eudal constitution 
reverted to the crown of France, in default 
©f male heirs. Determined to avail him- 
self of this plea, in order to dismember the 
'Burgundian power, Lewis dispatched Phi- 
lip de Comines, accompanied by otfl»er 
confidential agents, with directions to sum- 
mon the frontier Uyw'n^ Of Picardy -and 
^rgundy to do homage to him, as their 
liege lord ; exhorting ' -them 'to leave no, 
means untried, whkrh might tend'to seduce 
the subjects of Mafyfi'ora their new 'alle- 
giance. 

Unable singly to resist his ^owerj and 
terrified at the prospect of a war, thestalfes 
of Franche Com^ sent deputies 'to the 

two hundred marks of silver, in return for the veIcoin« 
intrfHg(»iice. Lewis (he adds) -was 'so transported with 
joy, Ihal he scarcely knew how to oonftSuHiiriidf. (V.x.) 

5 Helvetic 
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Helvetic diet to i&oUpH protection, and to chap, 
prpposea.!) inte^^l u(ii*Mi;wi!litthefederative yCy 
repiiblics, whose valour and iodependenc6 
were, equally the objects of. their, adtflim* 
t)on. With a view alw: of aitacWng the 
highest i^portaitct. to tlte demand^ they . 
placed at t!>e ihead of theailfisionihd arch-* 
bishop of, Besf^npoo^^ pirate m>t less 
conspicuous for. purity of mordl^ than ion 
his unshaken attachment tO: th&.oiiasbof 
freedora. Yet iieither tbe r^ak-and: tktt* 
Tacter of the ambassador* nar tiie a^-* 
vantageous overs' whieh- be made, could 
overcome the scroples Of tbe Swiss. 
The proposed alliance wa,^ rejected ; and 
an opportunity thus suffered to issoape, th9 
nwst fatourabie perhaps that cei^d have 
occurred, of augmeoting the pow» of , 
Switzerland. 

By SOUK of th0ir historians, this impru- 
dent step is ascribed to the rao^t laudabler 
forbearance; but principles of Enodebation 
so rarely regulate the deltberatipus of de- 
mocratical goyerpn>eats> that we fet\ oar- 
selves obhgfid, by the laws <>f coitect criti* 
cism, to seek for:a ifiiore natviiral solution, 

voiL. iir. ' y in * 
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fHAP. iu less 'pure and creditable motives. Itf 
^^'j was so evidently the -policy of the French 
king to counteract the wishes of the Bnr- 
gundians, that he would assuredly leave 
no effort unattempted to defeat the pro- ' 
.jected union. So that if we duly weigh 
the efficacy of money in the hands of so 
crafty a prince, and the character likewise 
of the people on Whom the experiment was 
undoubtedly made, we cannot help imput- 
iag their conduct to the effects of corruption 
operating upon venality. Yet in spite of 
the indifference, with wtiich, their proposal 
was received, the petitioners far flbm be- 
ing discouraged, persevered in their soli- 
citations till they prevailed upon the diet, 
not only toconclude a peace, but also to 
enter iiitp a defensive alliance; in other 
words, to sell their protection, in consi- 
deration of the sum of a hundred and 6fty 
thousand florins. 

It does not indeed appear, that tliis'ini-' 
politic step was sanctioned by tlie unant- 
raous.TOte.of ^1 the members of the fede- 
ration. . /Hw enlightened policy of Berqe 
was Jiotinsensible to the advantages which 
j: - ' -■ niHSt 
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must necessarily have accrued from theCH^iPi 
accession of so powerful an ally; But*. 
their opinion' was over-ruled by the d«no- 
eratic cantons, who insisted on the other 
hand, that the acquisition of a coantry on 
all sides open to invasion would expose the . 
confederacy to cotitinual wars. They ^r* 
ther contended, that it was the natural 
consequence of aggrandisement to cr^te 
distinctions of rank and fortunei and to 
introduce a taste for luxury and expense 
tot^ly inconsistent with the tme spirit of 
a republican constitution. 

Scarcely hiowever Tfa» the treaty con- 
cluded, when the' avarice of one party, 
and tke poverty of the other, prevented it ' 
irom. taking effect. The Siviss were ea^ 
to receive the stipulated price of their 
friebdsbip. The Burgundians were un- 
able to pay it, and sued in vain fcft a 
respite. Lewis with his peculiar 8ubtilty» 
cdoM not remain an inactive spectator of 
the dispute. He o^ered to advance tlw- 
sum in question, provided he ^ere suffered 
to take possession of Francbe Corot6, with- 
out opposition : and aftet' mucb l^esitafion 
US ' the 
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CHAP, the Swisa agreed -to his pxopoaaly faaring: 
»,,vr^ .previously stipulated foe the free importa* 
tion of salt*. Yet, iwtivithetanding aUhia 
sagacity, 'the French monarch was im- 
pelled by 'his .unconquerable jealousrof 
temper to cbmmit an error, whieh. pro- 
duced an importatit change in t^ political 
balaace of Europe, j, ii , 

A marriage .botw.een t^e dauphio and 
tJae priDcpea Mary; inouUi have anofised kt 
the c^own! of F^wice an extfent of -teo&tca^jri, 
which could not' hbTe it^tdiXOiOit^^^k 
it's superiority oven Ondi^ la^QfiKuropefta 
state. But theJdJffiBrence.flaf.lagb,, added 
to the disintUaatian : mahifcstdd fy [^ 
^'lemings, toward an ^kiance, wJi^h jibi|hi 
'evealmdiy. de&tcdy their ramaiDi^gilibtBtka^ 
were obstacles; not; easily to be ovexGome. 
None of thes& <diffioalties-.bd^-ev.erf^8CQd. 
\»tfa resfMBCt .to liie cduat ,itiif Jjitagoaienk^;. 
if the ktni^.wouM hare e^msenled .tAi'^be 
Exaltation:, cf a. prince^ whmn he adrbidcy 
bBhehiwith'sua^icion'f': - ' ;"' 

.Ijl^lleti ILjSjOj ., . . ]./- . . ", ,,:. 
.-"^fe^''w?'!^5W^Kl^J^^' Ed. 4to,., , „ 
! V"" ' ' ■"'} '■"While 
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. While With his habiiiral artifice, ho AVas e ii a'P; 
tampAring with the inflsbftmjts of the, ,^w-^ 
frontier to^rns, ' to ' effedt hirf l^vowitei atfa 
ject; tl^e states' of 'i'la'nders concluded a 
treaty of mamage betltfeen their ydsttg 
sovereign 'and the anihdoke MarxiMOiiOi; 
the son iind hei» of the emperw Jitderfif^t 
Previously however to the'setfl'eftjf'fiiftf M 
iiBportaiit:aff4iT, the' situsrtlOfiWthaJ'iilii- 
fortunate jirinefess be'caine-tl*uiy d^fildraBftS 
Buiring 'tlib 'ihimsion''of PifcarSy '■bj?'-**'- 
Fi'cneh,. sWe' resided a't-Gherit; ih « sttfte 
of honourabW-'captivity. - 'P^'m-ilted'ti>^n- 
joy the vaiii t5ai*ade of* jib^+tS^, she itetand' &A 
her action^ eohtriflled by ttSfe'eapri^ifs'tyf a 
licentious rtiob; ?Hio' n'«WP%Bb*ed^'h8f1b 
<[ait thd city. ■'"• - '■ :' i" r; ' 
No- s'oQriet 'did intelligence-- artivW'bf 
Chaflefs" tUSh, than the Flemiiigi-blJhaV'ed 
as if eveiy-bobd of 'urifoh Had-bcfeii^iit 
asunder BJ< tha'F«isastrdiiS"e9eAE'= "^Sim- 
bUhg in tumattbaS gVoups,' Sieiiiliiteaiifi 
of Glieni;(evel' tinctu»ea'with"ii ipii'If of 
illiWvWSoD', ttHich is ' sbiMetitoi'S miiitSltcn 

,. 1.- -■ •-, . I j'd: ; .0 ^:". '^' " 

I: •'lb. lotiii.o . il " ■' '•' " 
'- U 3 for 
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CHAP, for the love of freedom) deposed their nia- 
./gistrates, and after a summary trial con- 
ducted several of them to the scaffold. . 
. Rendered enterprising by impunity, they 
next demanded the nsstituUon of all their 
Ancient privileges; a mode of expression 
frequently employed to wring from en- 
feebled royalty all that the insolence of re- 
bellion may think fit to ex^t : and having 
now usurped every function of govern^ 
ment, they sent delegates to the king o£ 
France, with ample powers to negotiate. 
. I-ewis. received th^ese selfr<;reated am-- 
b^sSifldoTS with the highest marks of dis- 
tiocitian. Admijtted to an audience, they 
opened their cqinmission, with an affectar 
tion of remaining loyalty in Mary's name; 
i^pon vfbich he iminediately stopped them 
^ort, assuring them that "■ they were grossr 
i*. ]y mistaken, jf they imagined themselves 
" tobeai^gwith her approbation. Foi 
" that she was then actually carrying on a 
M secret co^spoijdence with him, theob-r 
*^ jecf of which was diametrically fitpposite 
** to the ostensible purpose of their mis- 
** sion." In ccmfirmation of this assertion, 

he 



byGoQgle 



HELV^TfC HEJJTJBlLICS. S95 

lie .produced a letter iin4er her own jiaiid, Oha'p. 
written in the confidence of un^aspecting \a;vO 
yoatb. , . • 

Were it possible to deepen ^the aenti-* ■ 
ments of execration, which eVeiy generoiu 
3oul must experience at the bare menfeiod 
of the name of Lewis XI^ this action abni 
would st^inp. his'character wUh, pre-«mi^ 
nent infamy*, , ! ! ; : i 

, . ■ r. > Highly 



* Detestable as it is in every form, tyranny neve^'^ 
pears so disgusting, as when it a$sutnes the mask of hypo- 
crisy. 1 The frantic fury of a Nero, a Caligula, or a Do- 
initian mimt m some measure be ascribed to mAital d^- 
ruigenietit. . Ilieir acti6|i& iifgdatcd by ■ooertBOn'ruTpj 
fluctuated under the capricious influence of pasnon, ope- 
rating upon minds rendered detirious by uncontrolable 
power'and unrestrained' iodutgence. Tiberius was a' ty- 
rant of a different cast. Cold, methodical, and reflective. 
Ins callous soul ' was kicdpi^le of deviating froif) tiiat iOI^ 
-cious yystem, which be prbbably reg«Fded as ^e r^Aag' 
ment'of {krficy. All^witliia Was darlf, and cbewlbis.^ Ifb 
:g1ow of^iffinqon, for' a^ moment, itndivencd the'^glvtAbjr 
aeeiK. > Wbatever paii .dtgnifltod, or bonourable^- tw' vtf- 
tuotis, invanably.attr»cled his fiersecutkiib Forhe're- 
gvded virtiie as a sytB[A>m' of disaffitctioR,: becmse it et- 
dtfld admiraaon, asd^formel a) dagMd^gcoMfaat wlXk 
b)£ 4mR aboraiiiabUjniiv. ' lM»thn'>gtwtmode4'<pfi^^ 
U.* ■.■■■■i>'.:a .:■ .-v ^^ 
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.q H A B. . .tHigWy incensed at this liReHpected dis- 
s*ry^ coBcry, ■ the delegates begged to be en- 
trusted with the letter, in order to sub- 
stlintiate'-tkeir sovereign's duplicity. The 
kJng,iiwl;io^e only wish was to widen the 
toehchii readily oonaptied ; and the ple- 
fettidn savoys, wbose pride-apd resentment 
■were iwjw &]Iy gratified, set off on their 
return ; delighted at an event, which af- 
^r^ed thera the unmanly pleasure of 
adding another thorn to the pillow of roy- 

.,',j^h|^;t they plight spare .her. no, p^& 
ijfliw)4,U was.'ift their. pQW«r to. inflict, they 
Appeared before the prihcees with an as- 
sumed air of Tespecf ;'^^Spatiatiog on the 
i^ume^pu^ (lj^cultiei.,jw:^tji^,'^'bip'h,t)iey, had 

-9^j^«>>')?avfl4HlfMd th|4it,jat^iQUI toons., \a no no> 
Jtenti-fidtfMi liB fc ,K«cb 'dwiclJti^ihb BccewU:(l9 to. ike 

. -«iid^rfeQiric<i doignedib^ prowlfnreiito dbsir, liatlJKilB 

iDrjjaHu.Uwc.iygi^di^j of ktumituEe, \a coi»e«i«t«* bis 
IteifhbtftndiivqjtKdtQ-liHfJoKyiifMi^af ipleraat, or the 
:^^i^my lisioos of supenftitwn.' 

contended. 
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contended; in' persuading Lewis that thejcH^P^ 
were acting ih conformity to' hfer instruc-'^^^ 
tions ; as he insisted', that he had pixyofe t6 
the contrary under her own hand. Sur- 
prised indeed' iat this- unexpected' charge, 
bat con-viiiced &t the sartie time that 
no human being could be liase ettoUgh 
to betray her secret, 'Mary ventured' tio 
deny the fact' in the most positive terhis ; 
when, to her unspeakable confiusion/thc 
fatal wiiting was' produced. ■ ' ' ■ ;: 

Having thus far silcceeded'ihtheit' in- 
fernal plan; the demagogues lidwresialved 
to terrify the princess into a' "full 'com- 
pliance with all their proj^ects.^ Her coiii- 
jSdbofial ministers, Imbercoortknd Hugo- 
iiet, were'br-bught to trial beforte a pr^ii- 
cKced tribunal, composed ^clusivfely of 
the avowed enemies of Tank Ahrf meriif. '''ti 
*^s in Vain fbr them to 'justify\heir con- 
duct by the most satisfactory explatiations. 
This V6ice of truth was 'drowned' amidsi; th^ 
ibsults'bf faction, knd thectibs of a san^ 
^idsiry'populace for blood.'' Their forniet 
services forgotten, those venerable men, in 
spite of the tears and entreaties of their 
afflicted 
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CHAP, afflicted mistress were led to tbe scaffold. 

««-^ Plebian insolence turned from her sup- 
|)]icatioj)s with disdain, or felt a savage 
gratification in contemplating her despair. 
The rabble next proceeded to displace 
all those, whose experience and character 
laid claim to c(»ifidence, or who were ca- 
pable of assisting their sovereign in her 
distress: and the administration of affairs 
yrsa vested in a committee of ignorant me- 
chanics, who seemed to derive no gratifi- 
catitm from their usurped, autliority, in 
which the ungenerous contemplation of in- 
jured beauty did not constitute an essential 
part*. 

While Mary was thus abandoned to her 
destiny, various alliances were proposed to 
her by her friends, ^ut according to the 
opinion of contemporary historians, she 
had long entertained a secret partiality fqr 
Maximilian, whom she had been taught by 
her father to consider in .the light of her 
futur? husband. Nor were the wishes of 
her subjects, in this instance at least, at ra." 

* Comiqes, V, iv, 

5 nance 



=^-h,Gi:u)(^Ie 



IIELTETIC REPUBLICS. 299 

nance with her own. Theimpeiial ho^'CHAp^ 
nours of Austrian- bkiod flattoied the va- 
sitj of a people^ who ia spite of.the efforts 
of the prevailing faction, <still enteitaiiml 
the most; exalted sentiments of! tiieirsbre- 
reign's mei'it: while the distaiAeittuai^iiof 
his hereditary dominions, an4 thfc.cDittEact4 
ed state of his finances, prerented him £ccm 
becotfting ah object of jealoosy.. . 

While discord. and democracy. TTOpethiiE 
convulsing the Burgundian 8tates,-the.8pinb 
of party run high in Switzerland* ^uid was 
every day productive of fresh dlsturbancea* 
Complaints and accusations were brought 
against- many of the Idadijag .men,; .whose 
past services, instead of geneiutiog grati. 
tude, excited env}'. - In the more repute 
can cantons this-restless temiper. prevailed 
so extdnsively, as nearly to have occasioned 
a serious quarrel between them and the: 
aristocratic states. At a festive meetings 
held during the camivaLwt Zug, a company 
of young men, who nsattmed the appellati(») 
of the Mad Society*, and who were' proba- 

* Tkorecht€, tbeir Gern^D name, a;ay be so trawlated. 

bly 
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€HA,Pvbly! attflBcieailly! .heated bj the Helvetic 
'; grape^ :to( deserre . that title) associated for 
the i)urpt]ise'of reckeseiiig gtiei'ances, and 
correcting abuses *. . 
- iPrecedbd-by aludicrousbtjaner^tliejset 
oulrupoiL'i-this: arduous undertaking, aod 
tiieu!iiiuiiilD^ri,.as. must ever be the case id 
popalac I bommotipm, were continually 
augmented, bj'iiew pattisahs. ^ So that in 
ai£ew days they amounted <tD several hun- 
dreds, all interaally animated by the spirit 
of misdiief, all avowedly the fciends of re- 
form. ... 
' Alanhed.atthesejdisorderlyprDQe^iags, 
tfaediet sent repisatid messages expnessive 
e£ higb.displeasare^j dnd commanding: the 
insurgents to ; lay down thear. ^nufi, and re^ 
ium' peaceably to.their respective homesi 
But their envoys were treated .with deri- 
Mon. Advancing to..i'jiburg,'<jbenjalecoii- 
tents were-jdn6d'b|a«uch multitudes, that 
t^ey 'published- theib intention ofmarebiag 
to Geneva, and terj^ag the money which 

• Suicer, in his Annals, speakti of them in the following 
terms i Rogati quid agerent f Se $tuhiHa studere, re* 
spondeiant. M^et, H.^afe-. ^ '■ '' .-''f-'' ■'■ 

was 
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WW due,by*refliy. Gi"eat wa^the^on^rna- gh ap. 
^n ecoasionsd by thi$ uoex/pected reeolur 
tian,a»itliticity *{as byjabjmeaias ioa pe$i" 
tare of defence. Confidential agents were 
therefttre/despaLlchedi to endeavour by evtery 
reaswiable coiKe^sipB: to.i avert th<vat9nn. 
And sor succesufuHy, did tl^y ,fulfii. the bb- 
ject6£ theiv missibn^ tkat the rabUe were 
at leogt}! iaduced to suspend tb^r opera- 
tions, and to accept a pecuniary .fatuity 
io recompeace of the iatigue whicb they, 
had iuourced by their exertions for the ge-> 
noalgDCMi*. 

Meantvhile this prioce , of Orange, to 
whose itifluence and services, Lewis, ba J 
been prindpalL^ indebtedfor his recent suc- 
cess, scrupled not to accuse him. of the 
basest ingratitade aud. of the: most, flagrant 
breach of faith. Neither did he confine 
himself to the language of hostility* but 
abandooittg the interests of France, and 
^ing over' to MaxunjUaO) he. gave a ^id*- 
den change to the balajacs.of powei;. ikkdaa 

* Two floiins a man were <listrIbutecFa(»(Hig the troops, 
and hostages were given for the punct«al pigment of all 
arrears. Mallet. II. 229. 

5 'a counterpoise 
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CHAP, a counterpoise to this he&vj loss, I^wis 
' / deemed it expedient to have recourse to 
the Swiss, whom he had lately ofieaded by 
his conduct. 

■ The situation of the cantons -was now 
highly flatteiingj as therr alliance wsia oomt- 
ed by every power,-to wbotn tbepossesrioo 
of Franche Comt^ had become aA object 
of ambition. Maximilian »nd the princess 
Mary sent ambassadors to their diet, in or- 
der if possible to counteract the influence 
of IVench intrigue. But this was so saga^ 
ciously employed, that their arguments 
failed to produce any eflfect. ' All former 
complaints were buried in oblivion,, and a 
good understanding was once more estab- 
lished between Lewis and the Swiss*. . 

Notwithstanding the recent treaty witJi 
France, and in direct contradiction to a 
public decree, great numbers of Swiss still 
continued to serve in the Austrian army. 
This, however, is«byno ineans. a solitary 
instance. The annals .of Helvetia afibrd 
innumerable proofs of the inefficacy of all 

• Mallei, II. 994; 

- , ■ ,'. protibitory 
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prohibitory laws, when both magistrates chap. 
aad people find it their iaterest to trans- ^ 
gress them.- 

From soldiers, animated by no nobler 
motive than the love of plunder, little essen- 
tial benefit could arise. Insubordination 
Mid licentiousness were the necessary con- 
sequences of such a system ; and in the 
fete of Dole, we. behold a melancholy proof 
of the calamities occasioned by mercenary 
troops, ^th the garrison and the besieg- 
ing army, abounded with Swiss. After 
having fought together for some time, with- 
out gaining anything buf blows, they grew 
weary of the unprofitable trade; and unit^ . 
ing their hitherto hostile bands, made a 
joint attack upon the town, which they 
plundered ajid set on fire*. 

So atrocious an act could not have failed 
to demand the most exemplary punishment 
from every government. But it was par- 
ticularly calculated to excite the indigna- 
tion of a people, among whom foreign ser- 
vice was a regular object of traffic. TTjie 
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CHAP, cantons recalled their troopsj, ancj- having 
' , instituted a rigorous inquiry into the tr^ns- 
actions, punished the most culpable, of the 
offenders with death. ^ , 

In the course of .this invest^ation, a sus- 
picion of criniinality seemed strongljr to 
attach to the king of France, to which his 
known disregard for every moral duty, ^ave 
additional probability. It was accordingly 
resolved to send delegates to Paris, to re- 
monstrate, with him upon the. pernicious 
consequences of a system, which tended 
directly to destroy the radical principle of 
universal society. They were" farther in- 
structed to use their utmost endeavours to 
effect a reconciliation between Lewis and 
the Burguijdian states. Bubenbcrg, ^Vaid- 
man,.and Imhoff, men of high reputation 
for political sagacity, and endeared to their 
country by many important services, 
were chosen for this important missi(». 
But their present reception at the French 
court was widely different from that, which 
they had formerly experienced. Excuses 
the most frivolous were invented, for the 
purpose of delaying as explanation, while 

the 
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the armies of France continued to advaiii?^ c H ap. 
in an uninterrupted career of victory; Af- . 
ter patiently enduring the neglect of the 
monarch, and the ridicule of his miniod3v 
Bubenberg was at length compelled to 
quit Paris, without having once olAained 
an audience*. 

There was a time, when an insult like 
this would hava stung the pride of Helve- 
tia, and roused her indignant sons to arms; 
but her spirit was no longer sensible to af- 
fronts. The love of gold had so far subdued 
every other feeling, thatshe tamely endured 
the yoke of lucrative subniiasiofi. Instead 
of resenting the indignities, to which their 
representative had been exposed, the senate 
of Berne was base enough to apologise for 
his abrupt departure; assuring the king, 
that it did not proceed from oiFended pride, 
OVA diminished sense of his kindness, but 
from the personal infirmities of Buben- 
berg. 

Meanwhile the- French suceeeded in 
newly every enterprise, and had already 

* ComineS' 

VOL. III. X reduced 
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CHAP reduced the most important places ia 
xxr.^ l-'ranche Copt6. Tempted by the liberality 
of Lewis, who was equally profuse in his 
promises and in his gifts, when it appeared 
ex,pedient to assume the mask of generosity, 
S3 many of the nobility forsook the cause 
of freedom, that the party of Maximilian 
evidently declined. The German merce- 
. naries, .every day more dissatisfied with 
the irregularity of their pay, deserted 
his standard in numerous bodies. Nor 
could the heroic efforts of the prince of 
Orangq arrest the torrent. All his powers 
were palsied by his want of moneys and 
the lukewarm patriotism of his adherents*. 
In this state of tbiugs, it was hardly pos 
sible for the Helvetic people to remain un- 
concerned spectators of the event. Their 
eyes were opened to ,the imprudence of ! 
their former conduct, in refusing to accede i 
to tlie wishes of their unfortunate neigh- 
bours, by which they would have secured ' 
the assistance of a powerful ally; aojd in ' 
haying suffered, a frontier-province to be 

* Conuueii. 
5 occupied " j 
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occupied by a prince, whom no ties of jus- chap. 
tice or of gratitude could restrain' in his ^>n-o 
career. A diet was therefore held at Zuric, 
in the beginning of the following year*. 
'■ And as the alarm Was no longer confined 
to the Alpine vallies, it was attended by 
many foreign ambassador^, whose masters 
heheld the projects of Lewis with equal 
jealousy. The result of their deliberations 
was the formation of a league, the avowed 
object of which, was to restore the balance 
of European power, nOw materially affected 
by the recent acquisitions of France. The 
pope and -the emperor were the ostensible 
heads of this powerful combination, but 
the execution of the plan seems in a great 
measure to have devolved upon the valdur 
and activity of the Swiss. 

Alarmed at this formidable confederacy, 
Lewis bad recourse to his accustomed arts ; 
io the full persuasion that, if he could again 
3ucceedin cajoling the Helvetic people, he 
should have little to apprehend from the 
penury of Austria, or the thunders of Rome. 

• MalUt, II. S3?.' 

X2 His, 
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CHAP. His efforts, however, were for once abor- 






tive. Rejecting his proposes with disdain, 
the Swiss proceeded to ratify their treatf 
with the hous^ of Savoy, by whidi they 
agreed to evacuate the Pais deVaud. Thus 
was that fertile province restored to the do- 
minion of it's ancient master; with the 
exception c^ M6rat, Granson, and Eclul- 
lenst whi(^ were ceded in perpetuity to 
Berne and Friburg. 

Every circumstance noty concurred t» 
present ttf- Helvetia tlie most flattering 
prospect of prosperity r It was to the cultiva- 
tion of their pataimonial farms, to the estab* 
lishment of useful manufactures, and tO' 
the augmentation of their external tfade, 
that her sons ought to have eonaecvated ^ 
the energies of their minds; indifferent t& 
the paltry struggles for fame and power, 
which convulsed the rest of Kurope. But 
this was a sacrifice not easily to be obtaio- 
ed from a nation, to whmn was presented 
speedier sources <^ opulence, and who 
found themselves courted and caressed by 
tiie greatest sovereigns. By tlieir assistance 
in particular, 'Sixtus IV. who then filled 

the 
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thepapAl chair, conceived the hope of re-' cHaf. 
sttniag it's former spleudour to the tfl|)Ie \«isr^ 
croTv-n. But in order more fully to com- 
prehend the subject 'before us^ it become^ 
requisite to east a hasty glance over the 
internal situation of Italy. 

No sooner was that delightful country 
emancipated from the German yok^^ tfran 
the enthustaHO of liberty began rapidly to 
spread throughout most of the Italian 
cities. Bat no where did it burn -mtllf" 
greats fierceness, than on the luxuriant 
banks of the. AmoL. It is highly probable 
indeed, that the enlightened geiiius' 6f tlte ' / 
Flereatines might lia*'* ted {b«m to estab^' 
li^ a republican constitution upob wise 
Had tiheral principles, had they not been- 
coQvulsed by domestic factions, ah^ the 
turbulent^pirit of innovation. 

Th«s ancient animosity, between the 
0delp^9 and GibeHnes, though suspended 
f6t aw'hile amid the general transpOTts o^ 
reeoverdd freedom? broke out with aug- 
mented fury, whenever the demagogue's 
seditious eloquence inflamed the populace 
with Che* cry of liberty. After having pasS- 
X3 ed 
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c H A p ed successirely through every gra^tion 
^J^-^ of republicanism, and trembled under the 
rod of an usurper,* who by his courage 
dignified his delinquency ; the supreme, 
authority was ukimately vested in , the 
house of Medici. 

It is, a grateful task to the historian to 
contemplate the spl«ndor of a family, 
whose infl.uence arose from the gratitude 
of a people, subjugated by the noblest 
acts of benpBcence and virtue. To a name 
placed by wisdom and integrity, on the 
highest pinnacle of glory, Cosmo received, 
from his fellow citizens tlie noblest add!-, 
tion which language can confer, in the 
mciited title of father of his cous- 
Tav; and transmitted bis authority to his. 
son, Pietio, confirmed by every claim, 
which ought to give stability to power.f. 
That son wa^, by his weak constitution, 
rendered unfit for the active duties of 
public life; but the recollection of the 
parents' virtues cast a .t<lield around his in^ 

* Cutruccio Castrtcaai. 

t Roscoe'd Life of (.oien^ode M^tlici, I.&l, 8vp. «! 

firmitics 
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firmitiee, which the shafts of fijction were chap. 
unable to pierce. *-^^^ 

Under the joint administration of Julian^ 
and liOrenzo, the. Violence of party broka 
out with increasing fury. The house of ^ 
Pazzi beheld the power of the Medici 
with jealous eyes. Persuaded that, by the 
removal of their rivals, the igovernment 
would of course devolve upon- themselves, . 
they eiitered into a conspiracy for the as^sas- 
sination of the two brothers; at the head of . 

which we find, with a mingled sentiment 
of indignation and astonishment, the name 
of the archbishop of Pisa. 

After many fruitless attempts, under the 
mask of respectful friendship, to ensnare 
those illustrious youths to destruction, it 
was resolved, with a degree of profanation, 
well worthy of the court of Rome, to stab 
them in the cathedral, during the celebra- 
tion of mass. The elevation of the host, 
that mystic symbol of charity and peace, 
was chosen as the signal for assassination. 
The sacred ceremony commenced, llie 
consecrated wafer was raised. * The pco- 

• lb. 348. 

X 4 pie 
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CHAP. pie knelt in pious aileqce. Wfeen in an 
'< instant the church resounded with the; 
clashing of swords, and the cry of murder ! 
The peo{^e flew lo the protection of their 
favourites. Lorengo they rescued, but 
Julian had already received his death" 
blow. In tumoItuouA pbren«y the popu- 
lace flew to the houses of the principal 
conspirators, who fell iustant victims to 
their fury.* The. Mitre itself failed to pre- 
serve it's wearer. All respect for his person 
was lost in the contemplation of his cringes ; 
abd draggdd from his palace by the indig- 
nant mob, he was hanged in his episcopal 
robes.-f- 

Had there existed the smallest aeqse of 
decency in the court of Rome, the pope 
would have attempted to bury his infaipy 
in silence. But the father of the Ghhstian 
xrorld disdained concealment. With ait 
intrepidity, unequalled in the annals of 
human profligacy, he proclaimed his guilt 
Moud, The punishment of an archbis|iop 
was a crime too ^st fox the reach oif 

• Jb. 254, - 1 lb. 255. 
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mercy, a$ he then existed in the bosom ofcHAp, 
the delegate of heaveo^ To the church ^^rv^w 
alcpe it belonged to chastise her guilty 
sons. However heinous the o&nce} the 
sacred characlerof the [priesthood exempted 
it Irom the jurisdiction of secular tribunals. 
Such was the language maintained, by the 
haughty Sixtus, and to his atrocious theory 
his conduct was in every resp«;t conform- 
able. Bxcommunications and interdicts 
were hurled against the citlseDs of Florence, 
and a reparation was demanded, not less 
signal than the transgression:* Convinced 
that murder is equally a crime in all ranks 
of men, and that the holy functions of 
reli^oii served only to exaggerate it's atro* 
city, the Florentines refused to obey. But 
perceiving that in the papal codes in- 
nocence afforded no exemption ^"rom pu- 
nishment, they applied to the French king 
for protection, and at length prevailed up- 
on him to undertake their defence. Un- 
able to contend against the power of France, 
the pope made a merit of necessity, and 

* lb. «79. 

:^ after 
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CHAP, after having compelled their ambassadors 
",/to undergo the most humiliating penance, 
as the price of their absolution, conde- 
scended' to receire the Tuscans into his 
apostolical favour.* 
The rest of Italy was a prej to domestic 
. dissensions, in winch the Transalpine 
princes took little part, though they aflFord- 
ed an ample field fof- the operations of 
artifice and intrigue. But as the temporal 
resources of the triple crown were totally 
inadequate to the accomplishment of bis 
extensive projects, Sixtus determined, if 
possible, to engage the Swiss in his inte- 
rests. To avarice he held out the plunder of 
the contumacious as an allurement, while 
the treasures of paradise were profusely 
offered as incentives to credulity and super- 
stition. A legate also vras secretly com- 
missioned to propose the most advantage- 
ous conditions to the Helvetic government, 
provided they would undertake the meri- 
torious office of becoming the champions 
of the christian church. As a farther bribe, 

•lb. 311. 
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the hoJy father sent a consecrated bannercHAP.' 
tp the federative .republics, representing ^^^y-w 
St. Peter seated Lon the papal throne, and 
decorated vitli all the attributes of rojatty. 
]But; valuable as this- present miglit havo 
seeitved to the generality of mankind -ia 
the fifteenth century, it so ill suited the 
inclinations of the Swiss,. and. was pre- 
■ served with: so little pare, that it is no longer 
to be ibuod. The bull, however, by which 
it. was accompanied, is,' still in existence, 
and: serves at once to ascertam the fact, 
and to illustrate the folly, of the a^e.* 
, It does not appear, that any conclusive 
arrangements took place at the diet at Lu- 
cerne, where the subject .was debated in 
full assembly. .Yet, though nothing satis- 
factory was determined upon, .the govern-* 
jnent of Uriiyassednced by the flattering 
prbmi^es of the legates and the advice of 
it's factious leaders, to iuvade the duchy 
of Milan, and. thus attempt a diversion in 
flavour of tlie pope. Under pretences the 

•>Wlet,n.24i. 

inost 
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CHAP,mo8t'frirolous, a band of edterMismtt 
i«^ youths were ordered to ax«8 the St. Go- 
thard. Having advanced without impe- 
diment to Bdlinzona, they despatched me^ 
sengers to all the cantons, requiring froa 
each the succours stipuUted in times (fac- 
tual danger.-f- 
Exasperated at a proceeding so repug- 
. , nant to every principle of justice, the 
magistrates of Berne and IVitwrg remon- 
strated warmly with their co-estates, who, 
tempted by the prospect of aa easy con- 
quest, had already begun to arm. Finding 
thcar complaints at tength productive of 
the desired «ficct, tbey lost no time in 
sending deputies with positive' injunctions 
to die troops to suspend all i^her opera- 
tions. But, instead of meeting with tiie 
respect due to their situation, the delegate* 
were received with derision and insult. 
The comraanden denounced them as ene- 
mieft to the state, who had- assumed th^ 
fictitious character of representatives, in 

•VideMBHrt. 
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order to frustrate an enterprise of the chap. 
highest importance to the interests of Hel- ^^-y^ 
vetia.* 

The duke of Milan now assembled a 
numerous army, and directed it to pene- 
trate by the Levantine vale into the canton 
of Uri. The execution of this project was 
liowever attended with fer greater diffi- 
culties, than he appeared to apprehend, 
as the enemy were already masters of the 
de6Ie of IrDis,-f- and resolved to defend it 
to the last extremity. Confiding in the 
vast supericHity of their numbers, the Ita/> 
lians attempted to force the passage, but 
were repulsed with considerable slaughter,* 
and thrown into such concision, that they 
were, attacked in their turn by the Swiss, 
and pursued for several miles. 

The event of this battle inspired the 
victors with so much ccmtempt for the foe, 
that thqy unanimously determined to pto^ 
secute tlie war. The duke of Milan, how- 

* Mallet. 

t A strong pass behT«cii the mountiin antl 'Ate Testiio. 

J Msy, JV. V. 

ever- 
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CHAP.evcr, was so much dismayed by-it, that he 
' J resoived at all events to terminate the con- 
test, and for that purpose requested tiie 
mediution of France. Having other ob- 
jects in view, to which he was desirous of 
directing the energies of Helvetic valour, 
Lewis accepted tlie office with alacrity, 
and by his powerful interference soon ef- 
fected a peace, on the accustomed basis 
of a pecuniary gratification, under the plau- 
sible title of indemnity. 

Though marked by no striking features, 
this war was productive of. most important 
consequences,andforinsamemorable£poGh 
in the annals of Switzerland.' The passage 
to Italy was no longer shut. The character 
of the Italians was no longer unknown. 
With astonishment and T#ith envy they 
heard ,of tlie treasures amassed in that fa- 
voured land of science and . the arts, and 
lojiged to appropriate them. The question 
of right they never agitated. In the full 
persuasion of ultimate success, all scruples 
were forgotten ; and they thenceforth acted, 
when ambition was concerned, as if tliey 
had been convinced, that by her primary 
. , law 
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law the riches of the earth were destined chap. 
by nature to the mighty. v,i>*-^ 

Influenced by these motives, the Swiss 
were already prepared to take an active 
part in the Italian wars, .when tliey were 
summoned thither by the pope. Nothing 
therefore could have proved more gratify- 
ing to their feeling's, than a proposal to ^ 
engage in scenes, where fortune, and fame ' "* 
and pleasure, were the sure attendants on 
victory. 

Such w^as now the reputation of the 
Helvetic republics, that thejf attracted Uie 
notice of nations, who .had before beep 
strangers to their very name. Matthias f 
Corvinus, the hero of the. age in which he 
fived, heard with admiration of the ex- 
ploits of a people, whose military character 
was so analagous to his own. Occupied 
in the honourable project of rescuing Eu- 
rope from the Mahomedan yoke, he trem- 
bled lest jealousy of power should operate 
more forcibly on the interested poHtics.of 
Austria, than the claims of religion. While 
he was contending for the glory of the 
christian name, Frederic miglit avail him- 
. self 
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CHAP, self of bis absence to invade his hereditary 
dominions, and thus arrest him in his sa- 
cred career of conquest. 

A Bernese officer, after sharing in the 
honour of the Burgundian war, had en- 
gaged in the Hungarian serrice, and bj 
a series of gallant esLploits, had attracted 
the favour of his prince. Matthias fre- 
quently entered into conversation ^rith 
him, about the heroic deeds of his countrj- 
iQen. He vas no stranger to the reputa- 
tion of the duke of Burgundy, had beard 
much of his riches and power, and felt 
Aat the nation, which had been able to 
resist him, and to whom the aggrandise- 
ment of Austria was not less prejudicial 
ihaa to himself, was pointed out by nature 
for his ally. The Swiss captain was ia 
consequence deputed, in quality of ambas- 
sador, to his native country ; where be 
c(Hicluded a treaty, in the name of Mat- 
thias, in spite of all the intrigues and op* 
positioD of the imperial ministers.* 

* May, ib. 

. liCffis 
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Lewis bad now completely reco'va^dCHAP. 
the confidence of the Swiss. For somcw^vO 
time, indeed, they, hesitated between pride 
and avarice; undecided whetlier to punish 
him for his neglect of their envoys by an 
open rupture, or to accept the, bribe, which 
he artfully proffered as the price of recon- 
ciliation. Perceiving that the delicacy of 
offended honour no longer stood in his 
way, the French Dionarch determined to 
carry his point, by outbidding his compe- 
titors^* , Thp influence which he acquired 
by this well-timed liberality was so great, 
that he was not only pennitted to tyrannise 
at pleasure over the defenceless inliabit- , 
ants of -Franche Cpmt6, but wa* allowed 
by a pubHc vote to enrol six thousand 
Swiss; tliough the latter concession was 
accompanied by the express condition, 
that tltey were 1o be employed solely for 
the internal defenceof the king4<ttn» and 
never despatched on foreign service with- 

T The^aum offered hy the rtxteal of Fnlsdie Oomt^^ was 
130^000 : florins ; dnt, ■piia by bt^iis,- nhi. iCOjOOO. 
MaUet, II. fi)(fi. ■ '1 
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C H aP. out the previous consent of the diet. The 
,^^^h^ money was immediately sent, and the 
troops ag speedily entered France ; but, a 
tnice having been concluded between 
Maximilian and Lewis, they received or- 
dcFs at Chalons to return. They were, how^ 
ever, rewarded %vith so much liberality,* 
that the French interest became daily 
inore prevalent. 

The ambitious projects of Lewis were 
now drawing towards an end. Conscious 
of his approaching dissolution, he turned 
his thoughts to a general peace, that he 
might leave his soil and successor in the 
possession of a tranquil throne. Neither 
had Maximilian any valid grounds to pro- 
^act hostilities. His consort was lately 
dead,and the refractory spirit of the Flem- 
ings, which had resisted the power of 
Charles the Bold, was still less Hkely to be 
controlled by the authority of a stranger, 

* Ma; iafonns lu, that tbe pa; of the cavalry was 27 
ihnia a moBth ; and that of th« iolaiitrr 14i. This, 
accordiiig tu tfte pfcsent value of. money, would be tiveh« 
pouods for a horse, aod nearly sevea for a foot soidiet. 

connected 
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connected with them only as the husband chap. 
of their deceased princess. ^^^-^ 

Mary left an infant daughter, whom her 
father was compelled by his turbulent 
subjects to betroth to the dauphin, as the 
seal of eternal concord between the rival 
nations. This project, however, though 
dictated by the soundest policy, was never 
realised. For scarcely was the contract 
passed, when Lewis died; after which his 
son and .Maximilian no longer agreed, ex- 
cept uj)dn the single point of annulling ' 
every article of the treaty. 

The artful policy of Lewis XL produced 
suchimportantchangesinthegovernmentof 
Frande, and eventually in the situation of 
modern Europe, that it is a matter of cu- 
rious interest to investigate the transac- 
tions of his memorable reign. To use the 
words 'of a celebrated historian, '* Lewis 
" was formed by nature to be a tyrant."* 
In whatever period he had lived. It is pro- 
bable that his administration would have 
been characterised by systemaiical at- 

^ • Robertson's Charles V. 1. 97. ' . 

y 2 tempts 
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CHAP, tempts to increase the prerogatives of the, 
'^ crown, and to annihilate the rights of 
the people. Endowed with a deep and 
penetrating genius, he was most saga-" 
cious in discerning his real interests, &nd 
most indefatigable in pursuing them. 
Neither difficulties, nor dangers,' could 
arrest his course. To a temper, ajike cun- 
ning and severe, he united the most per- 
fect disregard for the opinion of nuankind; 
looking down with contempt upon every 
tie, by which qmbition, when ennobled by 
a sense of honour, is of necessity restrain- 
ed. At the commepceilient of his reign, 
he seems to have traced out a well-digested 
plan, from which he never deviated. Cal- 
lous to the feelings of humanity, and a 
perfect stranger to the frailties of love, he 
had no earthly inducement to, turn aside 
from the crooked pfitb of deceit. With a 
iealous eye, he beheld the ppwer of the 
great nobility, afid secretly resolved to 6^ 
stroy those dangerous privileges, whicji hftd 
been conferred by the justice of foruiej" so-' 
vereignsastherewardsofmeritoriousservices 
pr wrun^ fxoiB their weakness by successful 
. rebellipD, 
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rebellion. To degrade that illuslrious or- chap. 
dcr, was the leading object of his pursuit, ^..^v^ 
and that he might accomplish it with 
greater facility^ he selected men from the 
lowest stations, whom he raised to the 
most distinguished offices of confidence 
and authority. Not satisfied however with 
shutting out the nobles from those dignities 
and employments, to which exalted birth 
had hitherto given an exclusive title, and 
driving them from a court where they were 
ho longer able to appear with appropriate 
splendour^ he proceeded to despoil them 
of every prerogative, to which the enjoy- 
ment of ages had given them a kind of 
prescriptive claim, and reduce them to a 
level with his commonest subjects** 

* The reader is requested to observe, that jf is not our 
intention to become the adTocate of exclusive privileges. 
On the contruryt we coticeive that the prindpfe, upoii 
which Lewis acted, vita founded in wis<h>m; though the 
meaus which he employed 4ere most atrociotia. No coi-^ 
stifution can be tolerable in i^hich any order of men is. 
superior to law. But it is surely better to tolerate a 
grievance, than 10 recur to a crime fof'it's remedy. 

Y 3 Such 
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P. Such treatment was not to be endured 
L> by men of lofty spirits, accustomed to con- 
sider the favours of royalty as belonging 
of right to themselves. In repulsion of 
the indignity, they took up arms.. This 
was precisely what the despot wished, as 
. it opeued an ample field for confiscation 
' and torture. Persons of the most illustrious 
descent were now brought before tribu- 
nals, from whose jurisdiction rank had 
been hitherto exempt, and were condemn- 
ed to punishments of the most cruel and 
ignominious description. 

Thus the people who had been accus- 
tomed to contemplate their feudal lords 
with veneration and awe, were led gra- 
dually to feel an abated respect, when 
they beheld the noblest blood of the land 
flowing beneath the axe of the executioner, 
and saw the first personages in the king- 
dom immured in dungeons, or exposed in 
iron cages to public derision. 
' Tlie king was too well acquainted with 
the hauglity spirit of his victims, to iida- 
giue that tliey would bear with patience 
such a reverse of fortune. A general coui- 
5 ■ binatioii 
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bination might have proved fatal tohiscHAp. 
projects; but he had nothing to dread JJc^ 
from their insulated opposition. It was 
therefore his constant study, bjr insinua- 
tions and artifices, to keep alive the an- 
cient animosities,' which had long divided 
the feudal nobility, and which were indeed 
the necessary consequences of that bar- 
barous systejn ; and in the conduct of this 
iasiduous undertaking, he displayed that 
unqualifietf contempt of truth and honour, 
which has rendered his name proverbially 
odious to posterity. 

He appears to have been the first arilong 
the European sovereigns, who understood 
the real valua of foreign mercenaries, and 
who knew, that no engine is so efficacious 
in the hands of despotism as a standing 
army. .The increasing expences of a go- 
vernment, conducted upon such a plan^* 
required funds more abundant for ft's sup-^ 
port, than the ordinary revenues of France? 
could supply. But the example of his fa- 
ther afforded a precedent, which he had 
too raucli, penetratioB to neglect, and' 
tavight him the means of raising mtmey by 
y 4 . virtu* 
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CHAP, virtue of the royal prerogative witbiMrt 
Cr-y-Li cpnsulting the states, whose concuircQce 
till then had been regarded as essential to 
the establishment of every firesh impositioD. 
He was too sensible of the importance of 
such a privilege, not to carry it to it's 
fullest extent. But he was at the same 
time aware that, in similar cases, authority 
is the last instrument, to which a prudent 
prince will resort; ajid he unfortunately 
discovered thai; there are other met^iods 
'of governing populac assemblies^ moreeasy 
and quiet, though not less effioacious, tbaiv 
thos^ of compulsion. 

Were there no other cause for eXecia- 
tion attached, to the memory of I^ouis XI. 
he would merit the detestation of eveiy 
/virtuous mind, for having first introduced 
that deep-laid. scheme of corruptios, whicb 
has. since been carried to sueb fatal ei> 
tcemities. The prince or minister, who 
invades the rights of the subject by opeo 
violence, excites by the avowal of his de- 
sign a spirit of indignation, which &^ 
t^uently overwhelms him- in ib's consc- 
c[U£aces« . But he^ who contaminates the- 
... source 
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source whence fFeedom ought-ta flow (an chap. 
attempt not less cwvardly, than criminaf) w^-** 
too ge«eraHy eludes observation by ar- 
ifo:e, or escapes panishment from venality. 

While Lewis was thus consolidating the 
power of the crown, he in an almost equal 
degpee- extended it's territories. By^ his - 
various acquisitions, France became a 
compact and united kingdom. No longer ■ . _ ■ 
exposed to the turbulence of faction ; it 
was reduced under an uniform system, as 
coercife and sanguiniiry as any that des- 
potism ever exercised for the misery of - 
mankind. 

'Pre^'iously^tohi? reign, the general ba- 
lance of power was little undei"Stood. Even 
the most enlightened princesf, satisfied witlr 
providing for the internal security of their 
own dominions, beheld with indifference 
the operations of other nations, so long a4 
Uiey were not decidedly hostile to..thenb- 
selves. But LewJa watched: tha ntotums^ 
(rf all hisneighbotirs with unwearied at- 
tention. In most of the European, courts, 
he ftiaintained accredited spies, who uoder 
the ambiguous mask of diplomacy were 
& incessantly 
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CHAP, incessantly occupied in ex citing troubles, 
'« or in purchasing support. Either as a 
principal, or an auxiliary, he took an ac- 
tive share in every important transaction 
of bis time. Till then, politics liad never 
been regarded as a science. By him they 
were not only reduced to certain prtmciples, 
but shaped and fashioned into that tortuous 
system, which constitutes the modern art 
of negociation. His decisions were prooipt, 
his measures vigorous and conclusive. Such 
also was the order, which he established, 
in every branch of the administration, that 
all the resources of his kingdom could be. 
called into action without difficulty 0r 
delay. In a word, according to the ex- 
pression of {"iiincis I. il a mis les rots kors 
de page.* . 

* Tliis phrase alludes to the plan of education, wlucb: 
was anciently pursued bjf the young nobility. From the 
nge or seven, when they were st^rated fioin their female 
attendants, they were employed in the service of some per- 
son of distinction as pages, and remained in that siuiadiui 
till fourteen, at which time they were raised to the rack of 
squires, when they were said to he hori de pages, fife- 
tnoires sur r^ndenme Chevokric, par M. de S. Palaye. 

The 
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The example of Louis XI. was too fa-CHAi\ 
vourable to royal prerogative, to be . 
negieeted by contemporary monarchs. 
Henry VII. of England, and Ferdinand V. 
of Spain, availed themselves of the im- 
portant lesson, to raise the authority of the 
crown on the ruins of the -feudal aristo- 
cracy. From this period, a memorable 
change took place in the different govern- 
ments of Europe, which merits equally the 
attention of the antiquary, the politician, 
and the philosopher. 

Comines, who enjoyed a considerable 
share of the favour, and was always about 
the person of Lewis, has transmitted to 
posterity many interesting anecdotes of his 
domestic life. They portray the misery of 
a distempered conscience, and evince that 
the crown of despotism, however brilliant, 
is always encircled with thorns. ' 

. About three years, before his death, he 
was seized with a fit, which deprived him 
of speech, and from which he never per- 
fectly recovered. From that time he dis- 
covered tlie most puerile jealousy of power. 
, "VVhea 
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CHAP. Wheo pliyi,ically incapacitated from busi- 
^^fy~^ ness b_y the violence of liis liialady, he in- 
sisted that a>l despatches should be. laid 
before him with the usual ceremony» and 
■would inspect them with simulated atten- 
tion, though unable to cotnprehend a 
syllable of their contents. 

Conscious of having merited the detes- 
totion of mankind, he sufferedi none, except 
his domestics, to approach him during the 
latter years of his life. Shut up at Plessis 
du Pare, a fortified castle, he ordered his 
guards to employ the same precautions, 
as if ^ri enemy had been actually before 
it's walls. *rhi:s suspicious temper led him 
freqoently to chai*ge his attendants^ and to 
select them from menofhumble condition, 
thinking that he might repose the greatest 
confidence in those, whose fortune was the 
■work of his own hands. To his physician, 
'whom he. equally feared and caressed, he 
. ■Was so profusely liberal, that he is said to 
have given him not less than fifty thousand 
crbwns, in the course of a single year. 
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It is difficult to suppose! that a man, chap, 
whose actions exhibited a continual breach i^,^ 
of everj moral duty, could believe in ^ 
future state of retribution ; yet we are told ■ 
that Lew,is gave way to the most abject 
si^perslition, iadulging with the pious stu- 
pidity of a monk in all the ceremonial 
minuti^ of Romish wo)'^bip. He. was be- 
sides n^€h ac(dicted tp Judicial gatrology, 
had an unboun^e<;l fai^h in the prescieneo 
of hernjits and other devotee^ and endear 
xoured todivp into futurity; by the moB* 
jrratipflal mjethads. . , ' ' 

The cruelty of his disposition is pro- 
\erbial.* ^Ye are informed hy Coniines, 
tbat l^e frequently inflicted, the severes); 

* Yoltaire accuij^s bira of ^he murder of his brollier, the 
duke of Berr>, whom he caused to be poisoned in the fol- 
lowing;- manner: The duke was at supper wiih his mbtrets, 
Madame de'Monlsomu, add his roiifesHor; when the 
Unee pfQ^cpd a p«wh.' «( uikoohdob beau^, wfiickhe 
^iytdf d| betwQfi) the fady and her laver. In a few mipu0f 
^fter the hadi swallowed it, Madame de Montsorau expired 
in the greatest agonies ; the prince also was seized with 
convulsions, but lingered for sortie days in the most excru- 
pating'tortar^ Lldtstoire-Geiiersle, sc. 

punishments 
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CHAP, punishments from the single motive of 
»>C^ enjoying the exercise of authority, and 
feeling (as he himself expressed it) that he 
was still a king. "What a depravity of 
heart docs this sentiment evince, since 
power may be equally displayed in acts of 
beneficence! 

' Acttmted by the same diabolical prin« 
ciple, he cashiered officers, disbanded 
troops, retrenched pensions, enriching one 
man and ruining another, " in order," a^ 
he said, " to b« talked of in the world, 
and to convince his subjects that he i?as 
alive." ' 

That a man who had lived like' Lewis, 
should be . afraid to die, we may readily 
conceive. Such however is the energy of 
the human mind, that the most atrocious 
criminals can sometimes assume the sere- 
nity of virtue, and march undauntedly to 
the scaffold. But Lewis was not gifted with 
nerves so impenetrable. He clung to life 
with a cowardice, which would have been 
disgraceful to female weakness,, hoping by 
the most abject puerilities of Sruperstttion 

to 
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to atone for his past enormities.* In a chap. 
word, as his life afforded a model for sub- J^Ij 
sequent tyrants to follow, his death may 
serve to convince them, that it can never 
he foUowed- with impunity. 

. * Most of' the anecdotes, here related cODCemii^ thb 
piioce, are giTep on the authorat^r of CoiuiD». - 
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CHAPl'ER XXII. 

Internal State of Switzerland — Jiitt at 
atanz-— Nicolas de la Fltte—mbtirg 
and Sokure admitted into the Helveiic 
League — Their Constitution and Govern- 
ment— -Disturbances at Bdle and Zunc— 
Waldman beheaded — Vknalily of the Swiss; 
Fresh Commotions at St. Gal. 

C H A P. "C'ROM the study of history, we are almost 
vvw tempted to infer, that a state of warfere . 
is natural to man, and that peace is less fre- 
qucDtly the effect of inclination than of 
necessity. Exhausted by the violence of 
their exertions, the nations of the eartfa s«m 
to lay down the sword, only that they may 
recover sufficient strength to take it up 
again with renovated vigor. 

Such at least was the case with respect 
to Switzerland. The effects of the Bur- 
gundian war, notwithstanding it's prospcr- 
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ouS issue, were severely felt by a people, ^ ^-^ ^' 
whose. resQufces were by no .means ade«- >>y-**' 
quate to the oalU of ambition. In the 
pride of triumph, ilie plunder obtained at 
Gransbn appeared inexhaustible. .. But 
time and esperieftce evinced the contrary, 
and proved that it's effect had been ratfaet 
to corrupt the tntirals of the people, than 
to add to their doihestic enjoyments.. 

A spirit of insubordination was rapidly 
spreading among the lower classed who 
were encouraged by- the example -bf. the 
Mad '■ Society to despise their too leni^it 
goveriimfenfs. Neither was the feonduct of 
the democratic cantons calculated to r^ 
store tnltiquillity. With envy they, beheld 
the encreasing prosperity of: the aristocra-' 
tic states, accused tbeni of unfairness in 
the division of the spoil, and. attributed 
to knavery what had been the fruit of 
industrious and successful speculation. 
These unfriendly symptoms created a. 
general alarm, and induced Efeme and 
^riburg not only to consolidate tbpir 
friendship by additional ties,- but to ad- 
mit Zuric, Lucerne, and Soleure lu- 
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CHAP, to their, distioet alliapce. Tbis meqsuiv, 
, the ofhpnDg of the soundest policy^ w 
fepresented by .the popular cantons a» w 
infringement of the Helvetic constitutioB, 
and gare rise to repeated remon$tFanc«s. 
Hieir icaentment however wag pditicubrl; 
ferelled againat the govetaroent of l^cewe, 
which they acnipled not to itccug^ of ttie 
basest views; affinning that ^wc, hj tl» 
prosecution of aimilu sch^nws, Ijad occa- 
(ioned the civil waf. Tbi^ chatgCt H PuM 
owned, was in some meagre sulistantiated 
by &cts. Th» transaction, w &^t at 1^ 
as it negarded Xucerne, was l^^pubtelttJ 
open: to repnJmsiiiM;/ ■. But,,^ thewh- 
ts<i|uait. intenipemflce of thtii; 4«!f iw*! 
the caireni- of' popnlar o^iaioQ wa^ evea- 
tually turned io their, fajvoar.* 
, It meg p«ibap^.b$ necessary to reniioi 
the reader, that, thsf amn<^. Iji^veev 
&e di&ivnt ipqisbec^ of. the eonfedeacj 
was subject to ^aiiy, partial up^rictifll* 
and that no sysjte^ii generajlj applica- 
ble to them all.. ha4 yet be^ e^blisl)- 
•d^ Tliat both Berne and ^ifMc vm 

■ • Stetllef. 

tietasiss$ 
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exNcising an unquestionable prerogative, f^^^ A p, 
their very enemies were compelled to ad- 
mit. But with respect to Lucerne^ tbe 
case wa« diftbrent, and i*;might reasonably 
be doubte<^, whetlier she acted with perfect 
propriety in concluding » treatj without tjio 
foncurrence of the three parent cantoesi 
From our espferience of tlie restless an4 
' overbearing apirife of demooracj, w© may 
readily infer, that a misunde^ratandlng like 
ibis was calculated to produce the most 
serious coft&eque^iees. FortHBately how-' 
ever fof the repose of Helvetia, there ftE-* 
isted a- man in her HcqHcstered valUte; 
whose ' piety had iittracted the veneration 
of bis {^untryment and who^h^ m^^ed 
their'e^ecm by his beneveiewcdi 

Nicola&deta Flue was-dwftjjtfided frotn 
»B ancient ffemiiy, in tlie. canton J6f llnfeftp-i 
walden. As a soldier he Imd signally de^ 
votecJ his youth to the ptrblie siefvieel aocl 
in mox-e ft^\"anced life he bad dwtinguished 
himself hy bis iniegrity as' a magistrErie* 
After' having dischai^ed those irtjportant 
duties, he put on the bumble garb of a 
hermit) resolving to- dadi^fe his remaining 
Z S days 
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CHAP. days to cliarity and devotion. But his 
■^^^^■^ mind was too enlightened to suppose, that 
acts of austerity are the most grateful ob- 
lations at the throne of mercy. He felt, 
on the contrary, that it was tlte paramount 
duty of every man to be useful to his fel- 
low-creatures, and his whole life afforded a 
practical illustration of this noble truth.* 
A diet assembled at Stanz, to investigate 
the grounds of tlie dispute, and if possible 
to reconcile the contending parties. But 
so tenacious were the litigants of their pre- 
tejided rights, that they refused to hear 
on either, side of any concessions. The 
deputies were accordingly: on the point of 
separating, . when la Flue presented, him- 
self, like an angel of peace, io the' midst 
of thd congress. In his solitary cell, he 
had beei) informed of the dangers which 
menaced Helvetia. It was a subject^ that 
called for, exertion: and. never was the 
spirit of philanthropy exerted in a more 
dignified cai^e* With tiembling steps be 
hastened to Stuw. Upoii his appearance, 

. •!%, IV.W. 

the 
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tlie rage of faclion subsided. After pa- chap, 

XXII 

theUcalij expatiating on the calamities^ *.^rv-i^ 
incidental to civil war, and endeavouring 
to revive those sentiments of patriotism 
and brotherhood, which had ensured tire 
prosperity of Helvetia, the venerable her- 
mit continued, in a strain peculiarly adapt- 
ed to the passions and prejudices of his^ 
audience : ** Though I have been long 
" secluded! from all commerce with the. 
" world, I feel an honest pride in the glory 
** of Helvetia. But when in tlie excess of , 
" -presumption, she forgets those obliga-. 
" tions, which prudence and humanity 
" impose on conquest, my cheek reddens 
" with shame, i'or what can the most , 
" splendid trophies avail, when erected 
" upon the ruins of national honour. 

" I am now standing on the very brink 
" of the grave; yet with a soul dead to 
" the call of ambition, and insensible to 
" the dictates of interest, I will dedicate 
" my few rerhaining days to the service of \ 

" my country and my God." 

As he proceeded in his harangue, the 

hearts of his auditors relented by degrees ; 

. - Z 3 nor 
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CHAP, nor did the assembly separate til! tranquiU 
■, lity and concord yrem fully re-established^ 
Availing himself still farther of his bene-* 
ficent ihfluence, he persuaded the demo- 
cratic canton^ to receive Friburg and So 
leure into the Helvetic confederacy. It 
was agreed, as a sacrifice, hojvever, to, the 
pride of the Schweitzers, that the objec- 
tionable league between the five cantons* 
should be previously dissolved +. 

The inconveniences arising ftom the un^ 
settled constitution of Switserlahd, had 
been manifested upon various occasions. 
From the ninth chapter, explaining the na- 
ture of the Helvetic union', with all it's dii^ 
ferent beiarings and relations, it clearly ap-' 
peared that tlie forest-cantons formed a 
central point, where all the rays of the fe^ 
deration piet. They were specifically, 
though not equally, connected with every 
member. Between some of the co-estates, 
indeed, scarcely any combination subsisted, 
except what was created by theif mutual 

* Beme, Lucerne, ZiiriCj FrlHwrg, mi Solenre. 
' t May, IV. rii, 

relation 



■ ivGtio^le 
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^o irregular, could not Uil to produce * 
delay, wlien ahy pressing emergency re- 
quired promptitude" of decision. 

Andther source of discontent arose from 
thsam^; Trlucfa had hitherto been adopted 
respectihg thb digtribation of plunder* 
The rural cantons insisted upon adhering 
to the ancient practice, by ^hich it was 
divided io equal pbrtioiis amorig all the 
cobstittient statesi, without any iiegai'd to 
their population, or condiagent of troops^ 
To thip partition as unjEair, the municipai 
cantons reasonably objected. 

The enormities committed by the Mad 
Society, wliich came next under txmsidera* 
tion, gave rise to an fedict, distinguished 
in Helvetic history by tha title ^of the 
coNVBsirTii>.N OF. STAN z. Its ofeject wai 
professedly to redress allexisting grievances 
and to rdstore periaaoeot iconcbtd to 
the federative republics. After confirming 
^e Ctfcree :of ^mpach; tbc corrtrajcting 
partfies • enga^d. to abstain from all iuturfc 
acts of aggression, and on the event of any 
disturbance, to intei^ose their combined 
; Z 4 exertions 
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c H A V. exertions in behalf of the sufferers. It was 
x.1,^ farther enacted, that criminals of every 
description should be tried and punished 
by the magistrates of the district, where 
the offence h&d been committed ; but that, 
in case of an insurrection, the united force 
of Helvetia should be employed to re-es- 
tablish order. With regard to tlie spoils 
which might be taken from an enemy, and 
the contributions levied on a captured city 
or a subjugated province, it was finally de- 
termined, that booty acquired in th^ field 
fthould be allotted to the troops in equal 
portions ; but that whatever was received 
under the title of contribution, or of ran- 
som, belonged exclusively to the govern- 
ment, and should be divided among the 
cantons and their allies. The conquered 
countries were to be disposed of. in a si- 
milar manner, with this single difference, 
that the allies were excluded from any 
sharC:.* 

These arrangements having previously 
taken place, Friburg and Soleure were ad^ 

• Tacbanier, Sletltcr, tnd May. 

mitted 
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mitted members of the Helvetic leaewejCHAP. 
upon condition that they should form no .. 
alliance, nor engage in any war» without 
the consent of the eight ancient cantons. 
To this it was subjoined as an additional 
stipulation, that they should observe the 
strictest neutrality, in the event of any 
dispute between the Helvetic states, and 
confine themselves wholly to the oflSce of 
mediators : while, with respect to any dif- 
ferences of their own, they were bound to 
lubmit implicitly to the decision of tlje 
other cantons.* 

Although Friburg and Soleure have been 
repeatedly mentioned in the course of the 
preceding pages, yet as the reader may be' 
unacquainted with the domestic history oi 
the former, the following sketch will per- 
haps not prove unacceptable. 

Friburg in the Ueklland (as it is called, 
by way of distinction from a city of Ihe 
same name in the Briagau) is situated on 
the river Sane, in the diocese of Lausanne. 
It was built by the duke of Zaringen, a~ 



• Maj, IV. ix. X. 
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^■*P* few yekrn antecedenUy to the fottndati<nt 
of Berob. The siautarity of their origin, 
ODmbincd with other causes, occasioaed 
an intimate union between the infant cities, 
-vrliich vai displayed in repeated acts of 
reciprocal service. But at they gmduallj 
increased in wealth aad vigour, their eariy 
friendship gave way to the suggefitioas oS 
6nvy ; a feeling so natural to man, that it 
seldom faits to agitate countries, in which 
the balance of power is nearly equal. 

By the influence of it's founder with the 
reigning emperor, Berne attained to the 
dignity of an iraperial city. While FribUi^ 
devolved to the house of Hapsbui^, ai 
l»cir to the dukes of ZaringMi.* 

From this moment, their situation grew^ 
daily more dissimilar. Jealous of the in- 
dependence, which they wanted the cou* 
rage to assert, the enslaved and indigent 
Friburgher beheld with conscious sh^me 
the merited superiority of Berae,+ Be- 
tween luinds, so differently attuned, no 
lasting Iiarmony could possibly sutffiist, 

^ MaT, Iir. »xi. . t Jd. ib. 

Yet 
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. Yet ■*<'e discover no overt acts of hos- chap. 
tility before the year 1288, when the Fri- » 
burghers served under the banners of Ro- 
dolphus, during the siege of Berne. From 
that period, a total separatioa ensued. As 
the vassals of Austria, the citizens of Fri- 
burg renounced their alliance %vith the 
friends of hberty, and gave their servile 
support to a cause, which every principle 
of honour and interest should have prompt- 
ed them to oppose. Ten years afterward, 
they formed part of the army, which by- 
it's defeat on the Donnerbuhl enhanced the 
reputation and the security of Berne^ 
Reconciled by necessity, they continued 
friends till 1338, when the ambitious pro- 
jects of the Helvetic barons were annihi- 
lated before the walls of Laupen. That 
memorable day leftFriburg exposed to the 
resentment of a rival, by whom she was 
nearly reduced to subjection. 

Convinced at length by thfc battle of 
Sempach, that the power of the confede- 
fates reposed on too solid a baais to be 

* Smmpf. VilL 

sbakfcQ 
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CHAP, shaken by the utmost eflfbrts of their ene- 
mifes, and that nothing great or honourable 
can be achieved by slaves, they resolved 
to burst the fetters, which they bad inglori- 
ously worn so long, and for this purpose 
entered into a fresh alliance with the re- 
public of Berne ; which was no sooner con- 
cluded, than in spite of the complaints and 
menaces of Austria, they resumed all their 
ancient franchises. These were subse- 
, quently confirmed by the emperor Sigis- 
mund, in his journey through Switzerland. 
During the calamitous period of the Zu- 
ric war, Friburg manifested an evident par- 
tiality toward the popular cause, and more 
than once afforded material assistance to 
the victorious cantons. But wlien sum- 
moned to oppose the progress of the French, 
her citizens excused themselves, under the 
pretence that the dauphin was avowedly 
acting as the ally of Austria, from whose 
authority they were never legally enfran- 
chised. This, conduct, however justifiable 
by the strict rules of equity, was so repug- 
' nant to the views and pretensions of the 
confederate states, that ii occasioned a 
coolness 
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coolness between them, which terminated c h a P. 
at length in an open rupture*. ! "* ^^^ 

The issue of that struggle for power has 
been already described. The vanquished 
were copipeiled to throw themselves un- 
conditionally at the feet of Austria. The 
result of this measure has been likewise 
exhibited. Instead of taking his repentant 
children to his bosom, the duke tivailed 
himself of their weakness to change the 
constitution, and. to deprive them by his 
exactions of the few remaining resources, 
which the compassion of their conqueror 
had left untouched. ■ > ' 

In this situation, the government was 
driven to the dangerous expedient of im- 
posing additional burthens on their im- 
poverished subjects. They were told in- 
deed, in the customary language of hypo* 
crisy, that their privations would be only 
of short continuance ; that they were mak- 
ing a great and glorious e^ort; and sacri- • 
ficing a part few the preservation of the rest. 
But the theory of impositions was thea 

• Chap. XIX. 
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CHAP. SO little understood, that this doctrine, in- 
'. stead of being received with enthusiastic 
transport, excited surprise and indignation. 
The people felt the pressure of the times; 
they were daily constrained to renounce 
some little comfort, which habit and edu- 
cation had rendered almost essential to ex- 
istence; while the benefit to be derived 
from their patriotic suflfCTings, w^s at best 
the offspring of conjecture, secured to them 
only upon the promises of men, by irhora 
they had been repeatedly deceived. Neg- 
lected agriculture, and decaying commeree, 
were thejeffecls of fiscal extortion. I'hese 
were sensible calamities, which no riietoric 
could palliate. The peasants and manu- 
facturers, who perceived tlieir fortunes rar 
pidly decline, were not easily to be pep- 
_ suaded, that a measure productive of so 
many present evils could be fennded in 
wisdom ; or that the authors -of ^e pub^ 
' luisery were entitled to theip continiwd coo- 
Adence and sttpp<H^. Accustomed' to juctge 
of men from their actions^, and te attaeh 
little value to professions unsubstantiated 
by practical good, they began to question 

the 
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tfce skill of the pilot, who had already run chap. 
the vessel aftbore. Suspicions gave rise to ^^ 
complaints, and an iDc|uiry was m conse- 
quence JTistituted, of which nothing but 
personal eqlogy and declamatory arrogance 
ifere the result. Tlie iwople now with a 
more menacing lone, declared their resolu- 
tion of confiscating the property . of , the 
nobles, and applying it to the liquidation 
of the public debt, if the charge of delin- 
quency should be coniirmed*. 

While the Friburghers were thus prepar- 
iog an exempX^f^y punishnient fox tt^ose, 
who had pimiged their country into a ca- 
lasji^fls war, the duke of Austria was ijot 
ksi dissatisfied with the i^iagistrates fuir 
tutriag concluded a peace without his au- 
thority. Kor was he backward in mani- 
fes^ng Uis displeasure. Proportioning his 
reseutweat to the fortunes,, rather than ta 
tlie transgreisions of the guilty, he injiposed 
ei^anoous ^i\es upon the rich; while po>- 
v«v(y was condeained to expiate her olp^nof ^ 
i(k a solitary duogeonf^ 

• D'Alt. IV., 1^8. f 5ti.j, III. xxi. 
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CHAP. Such Was the situation of this devoted 
^-'-r-w city, when Thuring de Halwyl (whom Al- 
bert, in his wrath, appointed governor) 
commenced his rigorous administration. 
To escape his severities, many citizens of 
note sought an asylum under a milder go- 
vernment. But the peasantry, attached by 
fitronget prejudices to their native soil, pre- 
pared in secret to assert their privileges by 
arms. 

Satisfied that no real benefit could ac- 
crue from the possession of an exhausted 
and desperate province, the duke of Aus- 
tria embraced the ungenerous desiga of 
abandoning Friburg in it's distress. Under 
pretence that it was his roaster's intention 
to pay that city a visit, Halwyl made the 
most splendid preparations for his recep- 
tion, borrowing from the wealthy their 
plate and jewels, and whatever else had es- 
caped his previous rapacity. The day was 
fixed for Albert's arrival ; and the gover- 
nor, attended by the principal inhiabitants, 
rode out to meet him. Befoive they had 
proceeded far, they fell in with a troop of 
Austrian cavalry. Halwyl joined them, 
5 and 
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and bowing to his companions, took leafre CUAP, 
of therp in these words: " Acquainted with J^!^ 
" your inclination to join the Helvetic 
" league, the duke no longer opposes your 
" wishes. From this moment he declares 
" you free ; and in return fof the fkvouf, 
" condescends to receive the plate and jew- 
*' els, which you have cidmmissioned mB 
" to offer to His acceptance*." 

Having thus spoken, he galloped off with 
a amile of derision; leaving the astonished 
citizens in the full enjoyment of liberty, 
which (as he had secretly conveyed away 
all their valuable effects) was literally tli?ir 
only femaining treasure. ■ 

So little however were they accustomed 
to act for themselves, that instead of pro- 
viding for their future security, they sunk 
into despondency. Menaced on all sides by 
Bei-ne and Savoy, they felt themselves un- 
equal to the arduous conflict, and solicited 
protection from the imperial throne. But to 
act decisively, was Incompatible with Fre- 
dericks natural mdoleiice; and he accord- 

• Id. it). 
VOL. iiij a a , ingly 
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CHAP. ipgly received their applieation withsudi 
• marked indiflTerence, that the disappointed 
delegates at once renounced every hope of 
. assistance*. 

In this state of dereliction, the magistrates 
had recourse to Savoy. To Ijiis measure 
they were impelled by the strongest mo- 
tives, as they had learned from unquestion- 
able authority, that notwithstanding his 
pretended renunciation, Albert was actually 
on the pointofselling to Philibert his aban- 
doned claimsf . Having secured a power- 
ful protector, their nest endeavour was to 
.establish pe^ce, which was at length affect- 
ed by a renewal of their ancient alliance 
with Berne on terms of mutual utility. 

With the conduct of Friburg, during the 
Burgundian war, the reader is already ac- 
quainted. Little, therefore, remains to be 
mentioned, except it's incorporation into 
the IJelvetic confederacy. 

No sooner were the ambitious projects 
of Charles, and the consequent expecta- 
tions of Jolanda, completely frustrated, 

• Id.ib. t D'AIt. 
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than that artful princess began seriously to chap. 
plan a defensive treaty between her chil- s^.^ 
dren and the Helvetic republics. To the 
overtures made for this purpose, the senate 
of Berne readily assented, provided the 
duchess as a previous step toward reconci- 
liation would expressly renounce all claims 
on Friburg. 

The interested politics of the house of 
Savoy, which never willingly trod back- 
vfurd the path of aggrandisement, sought 
in vain to elude the demand. The senate 
would admit of no subterfuge; and Jolan- 
da was ultimately constrained to comply. 
Friburg, how completely emancipated from 
foreign, jurisdiction, and having acquired 
wisdom in the school of adversity, at length 
embraced the only rational scheme, which 
under similar circumstances it was possible 
tt) adopt, and became a member of .the -.^ 

Helvetic confederacy*. 

Scarcely any city of Helvetia can vie 
with Soleure for antiquity. The fabulous 
accounts, transmitted to us respecting its 

•D'Ait,IY. May, iV. is. 
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CHAP.infantstate,thoughin every otherrespectuQ- 
^ deserving of notice, clearly indicate that it 
was founded ataperiod, of which no authen* 
tic records are preserved. From Caesar wc 
learn, that it was burned by the Helvetii, as 
a preparatory stpp to their rash invasion of 
Gaul*. Subsequent historians inform us, 
that it was a second time destroyed by the 
barbarians, who overturned the dominion 
of Romef. 

In process of time, we ag^n behold it 
rising from its ashes, and comprised in the 
Burgandian division of HcWetia. To the 
pious Bertha it was ultimately indebted for 
stability and consequence; as by thefoun- 
dationofacelebratedmonasterythatdevout 
princess attracted crowds of pilgrims to it's 
walls, and thus established for it a perma- 
nent source of wealth and prosperity^. 

The strictest amity seems always to have 
subsisted between Soleure and Berne, M'e 

* Soloddruni, as it was then called, is supposed to have 
beM built al>out A. U. -C. 650. fn (he reign t)f Augustus 
it was rebuilt, and became the capital of the Pagua UiU- 
genuB. May, IL iv. 

t Id. ib. t W- ib' 

Iiarc 



■ ii,Gi:H)(^Ie 



HELVETIC REPUBLICS. 357 

liave frequently beheld them struggUng to- chap, , 
gether in the cause of freedom, and inva- i_«-rw 
riably crowned with success. The long 
and honourable contest, maintained against 
the house of Burgdorf, has been mentioned 
in a former chapter. The fortune of So- 
leure indeed was so intimately connected 
with that of Berne, that the most material 
steps in her progress toward independence, 
have been already described. AVe have 
seen lier engaged in the siege of Nidau 
signing the decree of Sempach^ taking part 
in the conquest of the Thnrgau and Argau, 
standing fwward to oppose the ambition 
of Zuric, and finally uniting her victorious 
cohorts with those of federative Helvetia, 
to chastise the temerity of Burgundy. 

The accession of two additional cantons' 
made it advisahle to extendj the limits, 
within which the confederates were bound 
to act. Tlie ancient line was accordingly 
prolonged, and after passing through th^ 
county of Gruyeres, and skirting the east- 
ern shore of the lake of Morat, terminated 
at thebridge of Gummingen. On the side 
oi Soleure it stretched t6 the confines of 
Aa3 i^ 
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CHAP, the bishopric of B&le, and was thence con- 
',J^ tinued through Thierstein, F^Ikenstein, abd 
Rieberg to the Aar. , 

At the conclusion of the second volume^ 
we drew a picture of Helvetia, which with 
some slight exceptions is not inapplicable 
to her present condition, The final des^ 
truction of the Burguodian power had in-r 
deed given a lustre to her military charac^ 
ter, and a degree of stability tohergovern- 
ipeat, which not dnly raised her to a dis- 
tinguished rank among the nations of fju- 
rope, but enabled her to take an active 
part in all their subsequent concerns. AVhik; 
she was thus increasing iu strength and ia 
reputation, the power, from which she Imd 
mo^t to apprehend, became daily less aq 
object of terror. Convulsed by intestine 
discord, and enervated by exertions too vast 
for her resources, Aqstria presented a me- 
lancholy picture of vanity and weakness; 
whereas the inflesible resolution to be free 
gave an energy to tlje operations pf the 
rising republics, which no inferior motive 
coujd have inspired. 
In the conduct of SJgisniund, wedisco^ 
yet 
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ver a striking proof of Austrian debility, chap. 
At one time, we behold him abjectly » 
imploring the protection of the duke of 
Burgundy against the warlike inhabitants 
of the Alps. At another, disgusted with 
the friendship of a man, whose favours 
were conferred with an air of superiority 
bordering nearly upon insult, he is seen 
throwing oflf the humiliating yoke, and 
courting the assistance of an ancient foe, 
to recover his mortgaged provinces from an 
insatiable ally. Thus by a strange vicissi- 
tude of fortune, republican Helvetia be- 
came the protectress of a family, firom 
whose inordinate grasp, scarcely a century 
before, she had thought herself happy to 
escape. 

Freed from ^eir apprehensions on the 
part of Austria, the confederates forsook 
the laudable system of moderation, which 
had hitherto guided their political conduct. 
But it/is not our intention to retrace those 
scenes of horror, which ought to render the ' 

. Zuric war a memorable lesson to mau" 
kind. From events like those which have 
b^en al]%ady recorded, a moral may be 
A a 4 drawn, 
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CHAP, drawn, peculiarly applicable to the present 
J^^^ times. By contemplating the miseries inse- 
parable from civil war, we learn to approach 
the sanctuary of the constitution with re- 
ligious veneration ; and to prefer a system 
of practical wisdom, sanctioned by the ex- 
perience and the prosperity of ages, to the 
ill-digested chimeras of visionary and em- 
pirical reformers. 

Under the effectual instruction of prac- 
tice, the Swiss had reduced the art of war 
to a regular science. In their early battles . 
they trusted solely to bodily strength and 
valour. But their arftiies now moved with. 
method and order; M-hile military tactics 
gave additional efficacy to corporeal exer- 
tions. The desperate resolution, with which 
a handful of men defended an unfortified 
post against the armies of France, confer- 
red a splendor upon the Helvetic name, to 
whicli no modern people liud attained. 
Lewis, like a sagacious politician, knew" 
how to estimate the value of such allies, 
and by a subsequent treaty gave rise to 
that intimate union, which so long su bsiste^ 
I?etween, the two nations. 

But 
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Biit in proportion as Helvetia extended c ha?. 
hex territory, the defects of her constitution *>v**/ 
became every day more apparent- The 
great distinctions, which existed in tlie in- 
ternal administration of her ditferent can- 
tons, their unequal advantages, with re- 
spect to commerce, as n:«11 as the ascend- 
ency usurped in foreign negociatipns, by 
the aristocratical states, could not fail to 
excite th^t malevolent spirit of envy, which 
has ever been the bane of all federative go- 
verninente. Experience, however, had 
evinced the necessity of a reform, and pru- 
dence accomplished it with moderation. 
From tliis moment her constitution assumed 
a more uniform shape; most of it's exuber- 
ances were lopped away, and the result was 
strength, symmetry, and utility. 

The sphere of her power comprehended 
an extent of tenitory nearly equal to that, 
wliich.she recently possessed, when she pe- 
rished in the universal wreck of conti*! 
nentaliodbpendeace. Friburg-and Soleure 
bad been newly incorporated, while the 
other provinces of Switzerland, subsequent- 
ly admitted into the league, were then at- 
tached 
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CHAP, tached lo it by the closest ties of mutual 
v-^ amity. The Pais de Vaud, indeed, was 
not yet annexed to the republic of Berne ; 
but several of it's towns had been ceded, 
and tho^ important conquests paved the 
way for it's total subjugation: 

By the rigorous observation of military 
discipline, and a punctilious adherence to 
all their engagements, the Swiss had ac- 
quired great and merited renown. These, 
however, were transient qualities, and di- 
minished daily as plunder became an ob- 
ject of ambition, and foreign gold was 
, regarded as an adequate compensation 
, for Helvetic blood. By this guilty traffic, 
iituaense sums were annually drained jrom 
fofieigD states : while under various deno- 
minations, as the reward of venal service 
or the price of mercenary policy, a sudden 
influx of wealth corrupted the morals rf 
'' Switzerland. In the course of the Burgun- 
dian war, the refusal of the democratic 
cantons to co-operate in the labours of a 
si^e afforded a striking instance of de^ 
■clining patriotism, as it proceeded solely 
from ao unfounded jealousy of the muni* 
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cipal states. Of this dissimilarity of views chap., 
and interests, a dissimilarity inseparable -i-yw 
from federative constitutions, continual 
struggles were the necessary consequence.' 

To keep together a body, corpposed of 
such heterogeneous parts, some powerful 
corrective was required ; and fortunately 
it was found, in the grateful remembrance 
of former services, and in the delightful 
sentiment of reciprocal esteem ; but it's 
richest source was a passion for liberty, 
the most enthusiastic perhaps that ever 
^yarmed the human heart. " 

Among the prudent and enlightened, the 
iocreasiug rage for military enterprise be- 
came ail object of serious alarm. But the 
epaoluments, arising from foreign warfare, 
■were teroptations too strong for the virtup 
of a people, whose ruling passion was the 
love of gain. Notwithstanding the vigi- 
lance of the magistrates, and the severity 
of the laws, numbers daily quitted their 
native soil, in search of wealth and glory. 
To restrain this spirit of emigration, va* 
rious edicts were successively promulgated 
aud enforced by the severest penalties. In 
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GH A P. some cantons, a neW form of oath was 
\^-v-^ administered with every solemnity, which 
ooukl tend to inspire awe, binding their 
subjects never to abandon their country 
without permission. A measure like this 
is seldom productive of substantial benefit; 
for, by demonstrating the weakness of the 
ruling powers, it operates as an incentive 
to disobedience. ■* 
1489. ^^ ^ country, agitMed by interests so 
discordant, it was natural to expect fre- 
<]uent instances of insubordination. The 
destiny of Waldman affords a memorable 
instance of the instability of popular fa- 
vour ; and exhibits, at the same time, a 
frightful picture of the inefficiency of go- 
vernments, whero the machinations of fac- 
tion afl'e superior to the authority of the 
laws. 

AV'aldman was bom in an obscure vil- 
lagCi in the canton of Zug, of poor but 
reputable parents. At an early period of 
life, he was sent to Zuric, and- apprenticed 
to a tanner. As he advanced in yeara 
and in fortune, his natural genius directed 
his thoughts and studies to the science of 
war. 
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war. Having passed with increasing fame chap. 
through the various gradations of qjilitary .^-v^ 
service, he was intruBted with an iniport- 
aat command in the Burguodian war« and 
essentiaJly contributed, by the exceUeoce 
of his arrangements, to the victory of 
Morat. On the field of battle, he received 
the honour of knighthood, a distinction 
then coveted by the most illustrious per- . 
sonages, and regard(id as the noblest re- . 
compence that valour could obtain. . 

His influence in the government of hb 
adopted country became thencrfortb un- 
tiounded* and he successively filled ^IHt's 
high^t offices. His fortuoe, likewise^ kept 
pace with his reputation ; the credit, which 
he {Possessed with all the cantoas,, Pender* 
ing it pecessary fw those, who cQmtqd ths 
firiendship of Switzerland, to secur* his 
in1;ere&t by unlipnited oblations of ftatte^ 
^nd of gold. Persuaded that hi$ (df^iixis io 
distinction were deduced frooi principles 
more rational ^an those of births WaUn 
man derided the impotent o^liaa of pon 
trician envy, and conteiitiug himself with 
tiie conscious feeling of aupe^orityj dis*- 
daioed 
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^AP dained to solicit the public suffrage by 
f**'^^' the usual arts of popularity. Yet in the 
magnificence of his retinue, and the luxury 
of. his table, be surpassed all the ancient 
nobility ; and seemed as fond of displaying 
his riches, as if he had possessed no other 
pretensions to favour. 

Successful speculations in trade, com- 
bining with the profits of war, had intro- 
duced a taste for dissipation and expense^ 
which called for sumptuary restrictions. 
With a violence, natural to his character, 
Waldman- undertook the unpopular task. 
But while he rigorously restrained the ex- 
cesses of the opulent, he imprudently in- 
troduced a clause, exempting the aristocra- 
cy (among whom, by virtue of his knight- 
hood, he wasproud to rank) from many of 
themost salutary regulations. This measure, 
so contrary to the true spirit of a republi- 
can government, excited universal discon- 
tent. The young and profligate of every 
class, though acting from different motives, 
united in reprobating the impolitic dis- 
tinction. Even the women, in defiance 
of decency, commenced politicians, and 
exerted 
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exerted all their influence in opposition to ^^^,^* 
a law, which seemed particularly levellai v>v-*-» 
at thqf own misconduct. 

Meanwhile the reform was progressively 
extended to objects, more important tlmn 
those of dress. Abuses of the most pePr 
uicious tendency, which had gradually, 
crept into every department, demanded 
a. strict and dispassionate investigation. A 
new system was, in consequence, establish- 
ed for collecting the public revenues ; a 
more vigilant administration appointed for 
the management of national property, and. 
iresh statutes enacted for the preservation 
of game. Considering every restriction as, 
oppressive, which interfered with their fa- 
vourite pursuits, the peasantry assembled, 
in a numerous body, and marching to,. 
Zuric demanded the immediate repeal of 
the obnoxious edict, under the pretence 
that it was subversive of the inherent rights. 
of man. Having advanced too fir to 
recede, without exposing their authcMri- 
ty to derision, the magistrates resolved 
to persist ; and by ill-timed exertions of 
authority ventured still farther to exas- 
perate 
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CHAp.perate the complainants, who now pro- 

^^-vO ceeded to marshal themselves under able 

and enterprising leaders. , 

Aware of the dangerous consequences of 
the example, should the insurgents succeed 
in carrying their point, the other cantons 
deemed it prudent to interfere. By 
their mediation, mutual sacrifices were 
stipulated, and a temporary calm restored. 
The magistrates consented to soften the 
most unpalatable decrees, while their op- 
ponents in return acknowledged their error 
in having recurred to arms for redress. 

ITie wound was thus seared over, but 
Ae cause of the malady was far from being 
removed ; nor was the behaviour of Wald- 
- man calculated to promote a cure. Instead 
^f endeavouring by lenient treatment to 
mitigate the general irritation, the re- 
medies, which he suggested, tended directly 
to increase it. Endowed by natai^ with a 
proud and inflexible temper, and accus- 
tomed to the rigid discipline of a camp, 
he apposed every compromise as degradr 
jng, unmanly, and impolitic. He thouglit 
it the duty of a magistrate, either to en- 
force 
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fofce the execution of the laws, or to dieCHAP* 
with ce^rage in the attempt. Upon" all -^^ 
occa^mis he spoke of the people with dis- 
respecti refused to Irateh to tl^ir coni- 
plaints, and uniformly interpreted every 
doubtful statue to thieir disadvantage. 

The storm was gathering afresh, and 
threacened to rage with greater vi<^ence 
thaln ever. The insurgents were convinced 
that they had been deceived), and rthat in 
consenting to ft trea4:y the only object of 
their ruleis had been to gain time, in or- 
der fd act in future with greater effect. 
Thfeir hatred of Waldman grew daily more 
violent. Alarmed for. his safety, his friends 
entreated him to remove from Zuric till 
public tranquillity should be restored. 
With difficulty they extorted a reluctant 
compliance, and he retired to Baden, But, 
instead of confining himself to a domestic 
and recluse life, he stiU continued td in- 
dulge his passion for pomp; and never 
Spoke of pubHc afFaii^, except in a tone of 
asperity or contempt, which served only to 
heighten the popular indignation, . 

VOL. III. B b Meanwhile, 
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CHAP. Meanwhile, all his actions were atten- 
v>Y^ lively watched ; and every word, which 
would admit of a doubtful construction, 
was invariably represented in the most 
unfavourable sense. At one time, he was 
forming plans for subverting the liberties 
of his country. At another^ he was actually 
inarching at the head of an Austrian army, 
to avenge hifi controverted authority by 
tlie destruction of his enemies.. These and 
similar falsehoods succeeded in exciting a 
general insurrection. The rebels assembled 
iu considerable forcoj assumed the appear- 
ance of a regular army, and indicated hy 
their systematical plans, that they no 
longer consisted-of an undisciplined rabble, 
but acted in concert with the disaffected 
.burghers. ^ 

Waldman was not of a disposition to 
be easily intimidated. No sopner did he 
hear tliat they had taken the field, th^ 
;f]uitting his retreat he Hew to Zuric, de- 
sirous if possible to prevent the senate 
from debasing it's authority by disgraceful 
concessions; though determined at the 
same .time, not to oppose a reconciliation, 
piovided 
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provided it could be efiected on honourable CMaPi 
terms. Finding all hope of an accommo- wv-w 
dation destroyed, and resolving not to be 
taken unawares, he constantly yrore con- 
cealed armour, and always appeared in 
public under the protection of a numerous 
escort. A practice so unusual furnished 
fresh subject of complaint. Affecting to 
be alarmed for their own safety, the lowest 
mechanics scarcely ever ventured abroad 
without arms. Hence frequent skirmishes 
took place in the streets, in one of wjiich 
an attendant of Waldman's was killed^ 
while accompanying him in the execution 
of official business. 

Perceiving that affairs were now hasten^ 
ing to a crisis, and desirous of kscertaining 
bow far be might depend on the support 
of those, who professed the warmest at-* 
tachment for his person, Waldman called 
the citizens together, and addressed them 
wilb that forcible and pathetic eloquence* 
to which they had so frequently listened 
with delight. With the pride of conscious 
virtue, he dwelt on the services which he 
had performed ; and called upon ajl, who 
B b 2 valued 
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CHAP. valued liberty, to rally round and to pro- 
w-v-^ tect him. The effect produced on the 
mind of bis auditors, was sudden and de- 
cisive.* They felt his merits, and resolved 
to give him their stedfast support. At this 
tnoment, a large body of the meanest po- 
pulace ruahed into the hall, with a pe- 
remptory demand of vengeance. Many 
deputies from the other cantons were pre- 
sent at the atrocious scene ; and united 
with the municipal officers in attempting 
to quell the tumult ; vainly hoping that 
the sacred character, with, which they were 
invested, would awe the seditious into obe- 
dience. But neither prayers nor remon- 
strances were attended to. The cry was, 
• Blood ! Tlie blood of traitors.' The mob 
insisted, that Waldtnan and his associates 
should be led to the place of execution ; 
and it w^s with extreme difficulty, that 
they agreed to defer their vengeance till 
their victims could be brought to a public 
trial. 
The insurgents now deposed tlie regular 

' MaUet, a. 969. 

functionaries, 
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functiooaries, and proceed to model the chap. 
government after their own fancy. The ..^vsj 
administration of afiairs was confided to a 
council o,f sixty members, selected from 
the lowest mechanics. This tribunal, justly 
odious for the severity, of it's proceedings, 
was called in derision the Horny Se- 

UTATE.* 

No sooner were they installed in office, 
than Waldroan was brought before them; 
Of the various accusations preferred against 
him, many were contradictory, and all un- 
supported by facts. By one witness he 
was charged with having carried on a se- 
cret correspondence with the imperial 
court ; and it was alleged, that in return 
far betraying his country he was to be 
raised to the dignity of count, and reward- 
ed with the territory of Kyburg. By a 
second, he was accused of having sold 
himself to the duke of Milan : while a 
third asserted, that he was in the pay of 
France.-f- 

• Mallet, II, 270. + Id. ib. 

B b 3 Charges 
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CHAP. Cliarges so inconsistent served only to 
^^^ destroy each other. But, in the eye of 
prejudice, nothing can be too absurd to 
ubtaia beUef. In vain Waklman averred 
his innocence, and appealed to the me- 
mory of his former exploits. He acknow- 
ledged indeed having received considerable 
presents from foreign princes : but he in- 
sisted, that " in accepting them, he acted 
** in conformity to established practice. 
** He was no stranger (he added) to the 
" source, whence the persecution flowed. 
" It had been the constant study of his 
*' life, to promote the glory and the pro- 
" sperity of Zuric. In the prosecution of 
" that duty, it had frequently been his 
" lot to contend against the interested 
" ambition of the clergy, and thus to in-. 
" cur their implacable hatred V But such 
*' (he said) must ever be the lot of those, 
*' who dared, like him, in such a situation, 
" to act with integrity. The man, who 
" ventures to combat the usurpations of 
" the priesthood, must be prepared to en- 
. '* counter their calumnies in the present 
world> 
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" world, and to brave Uieir anathemas in chap. 
" the world to come." 3^^ 

Thus did he repel every attack, with the 
dignified serenity of a man, who scorns to 
solicit mercy from a corrupt tribunal. Un- 
■tible to substantiate a single fact by legal 
proof, the judges ordered him to be tor- 
tured, under the pretext of extorting from 
himself a confession of his crimes. But 
innocence was again triumphant. The 
fortitude, which he displayed upon this 
trying occasion, excited general admira- 
tion, and even softened the rancour of 
many, yho had. been hitherto blindly de- 
voted to 'the adverse faction. 

The court again assembled, in order to 
pronounce their final sentence. But tlie 
violence of party was so much abated^ tJiat 
his enemies being afraid to put the ques- 
tion to the vote, had recourse to strata- 
gem to effect their purpose. During the 
heat of the debate, a messenger entered 
pale and breathless. In a voice apparently 
rendered tremulous by alarm, he acquaint- 
ed ^he court, that a large body of Austrians 
had crossed the Rhine, ami with the avow- 
Bb4 ed 
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c H A P. ed object of rescuing Waldman was march- 
"' ing toward Zuric, 

The eqiotion, created by this intelligence, 
reason was unable to combat. The greater 
part of the assembly^ struck with dismay, 
pronounced the author of the public dan- 
ger unworthy compassion ; while the po- 
pulace with repeated clamors called for 
vengeance. Availing themselves of the 
tumult, which they bad excited, the judges 
immediately^ passed sentence. AVith in- 
decent haste Waldman was conducted to 
the place of execution, where he tranquilly 
stretched out his neck to receive ^e fatal 
blow. 

A spectacle, so imposing, produced a 
strong sensation upon the feelings of the 
fpectatoFs. But pity was converted to in>- 
dignation, when holding up the head of 
the murdered hero, the executioner de- 
clared to the astonished multitude, that 
they might separate in perfect security, 
since the object of their hatred was no 
more, and the report of an invasion was 
totally without foundation.* 

• MiUet, 11.171. 

Having^ 
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Haviog thus removed the most fomud-cHAH 



the democratic faction set no bounds to 
their innovations, but swept away every 
existing establishment with Indiscriminate 
violence. Neither w^ their raaUce confined 
to establishments. The most distinguisheU 
citizens, on the most frivolous pretences, 
were brought to trial. Of these some we?e 
condemned to pay excessive fine? ; while 
others suffered the most opprobrious 
deaths. Meanivhile, the public money 
was squandered with useless prodigality, 
and fresh confiscations were resorted to, 
as the easiest expedient for filling the trea- 
sury.* 

. The miserable state, to which Zunc was 
now reduced, excited the compassion of 
her sister-republics, aud called for their 
interfereoce. In this, as in all works of 
jiubtic utility, the senate of Berae took the 
lead : and by them the democratic can- 
fODS, notwithstanding their inveterate pre-' 
judices ^gaiftst every form of government, 



where. 
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CHAP, where universal suffrage was excluded, 
A-.^ were induced to concur in the undertak- 
ing. The Horny Senate was deposed, and 
the ancient constitution restored. The 
peasants, however, with more refractory 
" perseverance continued to brave the me- 
naces of the diet, till they learned that aii 
arolj was actually marching to enforce 
submission. 

One of the first occupations of the new 
government was to reverse the iniquitous 
sentence, by wliich Waldman had suffered. 
In a public decree, rescuing his character 
from aspersion, he received the only re- 
compense, which remained for national 
gratitude to confer.* 

It was supposed at their commence- 
ment, that these dissensions had been clan- 
destinely fomented by the rural cantons. 
But the spirit of insubordination waS so 
rapidly diffused, that the most strenuous 
friends of democracy agreed in the neces- 
sity of coercive measures to re-establish 
order and tranquillity. In all the other 

♦ Tscharner, Bullinger, Sletlter. 

cantons 
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cantons a secret sympathy stimulated the chap. 
leading members to espouse the cause of .^^-v^ 
Waldman, with art ardour more fervent, 
than compassion unsupported by the sug- 
gestions of interest could have inspired. 
Few of them indeed would have been' ex» 
empt from guilt, if the receiving of pen- 
sions from foreign -courts had been irrever- 
sibly stamped with criminality. Of the 
general corruption some idea may be form- 
ed from a charge preferred, at the Helvetic 
diet, by the delegates of Schwettz against 
all the aristocratic states. They were accu- 
sed of unfairness in distributing the French 
subsidies ; and of having appropriated to ' 
themselves, to the injury of the smaller 
cantons, the principal part of the Burgun- 
dian spoil. For this they proceeded to 
suggest, as a corrective (though the pro- 
posal, they must have been assured, would 
only add to their own popularity), " that 
the people in the aristocratic states should 
be permitted to assemble at alt times, when' 
the exigency of affairs seemed to require 
their interference. To determine this ne- 
cessity was to depend on themselves. On 
5 their 
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9"^ P- their arbitrary requisition the public ac- 
counts were to be laid before them, as the 
poly efficacious remedy against patrician 
delinquency I * 

By the delegates of Berne this project 
was resisted as a dangerous innovation, 
subversive of the fundamental principles 
of the Helvetic constitution. They insisted, 
at the same time, that the insinuaUons 
were absolutely unfounded, and boldly 
defied their accusers to produce a single 
instance of peculation. Whether the de- 
mocratic cantons wer? upwilling to pro- 
ceed to extremities, or were i^nable to 
substantiate their charge, it would be use- 
less hereto investigate. All farther inquires 
ceased .-j- 

These dissensions were scarcely appeas- 
ed, before the turbulence of the Appenzel- 
lers excited fresh commotions. Between 
them and Uie abbot of St. Gal, an impla- 
cable animosity bad long sqbsisted. The 
exhausted finances of the latter, indeed, 
had for some time contributed to the main-' 

• Mallet. ' t Slettler, 

tenance 
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tehance of peace. But no isooner had heCHAP.. 
established order and economy in the ad- 
ministration of his revenues, than he began 
to nourish the chimerical hope of reco- 
vering the territory, which had been lost 
by the mismanagement of his predecessors. 
i>esirous also of acquiring celebrity by 
acts of munificence, he determined to rc- 
stOTe the decaying rtionastery to it's pristine 
splendor, in order to render it more ade- 
quate to the dominions, over which h& 
flat^red himself speedily lo preside. 

The town of St. Gal had become inde- 
pendent ; and the land upon whidi U!ric 
was desirous to ej-ect some additional 
buildings, was claimed by the citizens. 
He applied to the magistrates for permis^ 
sioa to purchase it, and received a pe- 
remptory refusal. Exasperated at a mea- 
sure, which he naturally attributted to a 
sinister motive, he hastily determined iii 
revenge to rem6ve his residence to some 
other pface. A spot was accordii^ly chosen, 
in the romftntic vaHey of Rorschach, for 
the scite of a more spacious and more 
magnificent edifice. The consent of the 
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CHAP, papal and imperial courts had been pre? 
^•''"■^ viously obtained; but the inclinations of 
tiibse, wjiose interests were most deeply 
at stake, had never been consulted. The 
Appenzeilers and the citizens of St. Gal 
were decidedly averse to the plan : the 
former, impelled by their natural tur- 
bulence, and a strong propensity toward 
war; the latter, upon more rational 
grounds, as feeling themselves materia% 
concerned in opposing a scheme, which 
could not fail to operate powerfully on 
their future prosperity. 

As their remonstrances however were 
treated with neglect, and tlie splendid fabric 
continued to advance, they deemed it ex- 
pedient to adopt a system more efficacioDS 
than that of complaint; Assembling in 
considerable numbers, their united forces 
mai'ched to Rorschach ; and having driven 
away the. workmen, not only overturned 
the rising palace to it's, foundations, but 
even pdlaged a chapel, which had been 
already consecrated, of all it's costly plate 
and decorations.* 

: ' • May, IV. si, 

Uiric 
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Ulric bqheld the devastation with the chap. 
most poignant sorrow, :and' implored the ' 
aid of the Helvetic diet ; offering at the 
same time to submit implicitly to their 
award, provided his rebellious subjects (for 
50 he still affected, to call them) would 
consent to the arbitration. Anxious to 
re-establish peace between the contending 
parties, the cantons exhausted every me- 
thod of -persuasion, before they attempted 
to enforce obedience by the sword. The 
Appenzellers, however, . turned a deaf ear 
to all their exhortations". Svvendiner, who 
then filled the important office of landam- • 
Mtm, was endowed with a spirit not less 
violent than ambitious. By the influence 
of this presumptuous man, who wished to 
emancipate his country from all feudal 
claims, every Overture toward an accom- 
modation was rejected. The independence 
of Appenzel was also asserted in lan- 
guage so arrogant, that no choice was 
Jeft to the mediating cantons but to pro- 
ceed to njeasures of coercion. Tor some 
time, the insurgents affocted to brave the 
storm. But %vhen they received unques- 
tionable 
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CWAP. tionable intelligence, that ad army was 
^^^v^ actually on it's march, their courage failed, 
and a magistrate was sent with ciTers of 
unconditional submission to the enemy's 
camp.' 
The confederates however insisted, as a 
, preliminary article, that the author of the 
war should be banished. To this mortify- 
ing demand necessity compelled them to 
submit; and Swendiner, in consequence, 
received orders to depart. 

Nor were the other conditions, prescribed 
by the arbitrators, less difficult of diges- 
tion. The alliance between Appenael and 
St. Gal was annulled, while the four me- 
diating cantons* retained possession of 
the Rheinthal and Hohensax, as an indem- 
nification for the expences of the war.+ 

Were it necessary to adduce an addi- 
tional proof of the degeneracy of Helvetic 
virtue,it would be found iti tliisaward. Tlife 
Mediators might indeed allege the example 
of the Romans, in vindication of their fla- 

• -Zwric, Lucerne, Schweitz, and Gluris. 
t Mallet, 11. 277. May, ib. 

grant 



=^-h,Gi:u)(^Ie 



HEtVETlC. EEPVBLICS. 38S 

grant misconduct. But is there a crime,CHAP. 
in the annals of ambition, which may not u 
be defended by precedent ? Dignified as 
she was by the brightest examples, of pa* 
triotisni, and occalsionally exalted by the 
virtue of her childtoi above the ordinary 
level of mortality, Rome» when impartially 
exuniAed,' ediibits, in. farar -history- a sys* 
tematical plan of fraud, injustice, and op- 
pression. . Unlike the just Ari^tides, these 
haughty republicans never attended to the 
. ]Hopriety of an action, when it promoted . 
the interests of the commonwealth. 



vot. tit* c CHAP- 
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, . CHAPTER X3^m, 

-"Affahs 'bf 'titi!^-M:d^d^f^of'Jiui6Vido 

' Chartk^r ' of 'Alaxhndir'-P'T.'i^^tnibe^ 

ireat. 

'•TJITHERTO we have seen Helvetic 

■* blood heroically shed in the defence 

of national freedom. We shall hereafter 

behold it profusely flowing in mercenary 

service. ■ 

Though continually a prey to the in- 
trigues and Crimea of contending factions, 
Italy, long exempted from the horrors of 
invasion, had grown rich amidst the spe- 
culations of commerce, the revival of the 
arts, and the progress of science* It was, at 
thisperiod,divided into fiveprinci pal states; 
■ '5 ■ ■■■••' i ' the 
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the duchy of Milan, the tworepttblios ofcH-Ap. 
Venice and Florence, -the eoclegiafitioal v^:!^ 
dofiiinions, -and 'tije kingdom -of Naples. 
-IHie <ren)aind«r -was parcelled out into ;a 
vartetydf little territories, whose «xiiUnoe 
depended on -the-patronage of -their mcwe 
poirerful ndghbours. lI^ad^'the-pcHnpous 
title of republics, some of tJiese ^igmy 
cemmonweAlths were ince»8aiitly struggling 
^ith'their domcsstiC' tyrants- £»r a ^phantom 
oPliberty, Hke; the- cities of ancieatGreece : 
i^h^le others, ^eptived even ofitbe/sh^dow 
offreedom, vere object to despots;* whose 
perBicioQs authority, too- often < the .^oqI' 
pensation of illegitiRiaey, was deriv«sd tfiimli 
tibe ^ideand sensuality- «f 'Rome. 

The frequent revohitioBs<jdnseqoeDtu-poii 
^is irregular • system,' tiiough 'Often.pso- 
d^etive of ' (he most at^ocioqs <:iiq)es, < sel' 
dom produced any material change in 
the general balance ©f'lialiafi power/ It 
was obviously the policyof it's^ve-gte^t 
powers to exclude all foreign prince* fiom 
iiHerrafiddlmg in- thepditics-of that-beau- 
tiful peninsula, *hioh had B«€ces5iv^y 
exhibited the human^ character in all it's va- 
C c 2 rioXiS 
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{; f{ A p^rious gradations between exalted - heroism 

^^JJ^ and abject superstition. 

The house of Arragon was now tran- 
quilly seated on the throne of Naples, and 
bad little to fear, except from the anus 
and the ambition of France. Yet, re- 
mote as this danger appeared, little doubt 
coutd exist,, that if the French once ob- 
tained a footing in the Milanese, thej 
would attempt the subjugation of a coun- 
:try, where they already possessed such 
complicated claims. In the prevention of 
^is, the intermediate states, particularij 
those of Rome and Florence, were equally 
interested; as in case of hostilities, 
they would inevitably be exposed to the 
calamities inseparable irom the march of 
an army, or constrained to purchase a pre- 
carious safety by declaring in favour of the 
successful party. 

Nothing therefore could prove moreii^ 
jurious to the commerce, or more alarpo- 
:ing to the liberties of Italy, than the in- 
troduction of a Gallic army. Yet this 
great maxim of national security, was ex- 
■posed to various modifications, from the 

, , • . . : . . particular 
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particular views and connections of each ^'^^,*'' 
individual commonwealth. The dangers,^ 
to which we have alluded, although cer- 
tain were remote, and lost their effect in a; 
considerable degree, from being common 
to all the Cisalpine powers : while the in- 
ferior interests of the moment were viewed 
through the magnifying medium of caprice 
or of passion. 

In this state of affairs, ambition was 
actively occupied in preparing scenes of 
future woe. Ludovico Sforza, sumamed 
* the Moor,'* who had long governed Milan 
in the name of his feeble nephew John 
Galea^zo, aspired to a more permanent 
dominion, than he had hitherto enjoyed. 
To accomplish this, however, was no easy 
task. Beside the reigning prince, there 
existed another competitor, whose title was ■ 
preferable to his own,- 



* This surname moit hutoriani consider hs cbaracteristU; 
of I^i^ovico's heart. But it was more probably derived 
Jreiu th« mulberry-tree (in Italian, moro) which he bore> 
t>; way of a device^ on bis shield, and regarded as an em- 
blem of prudeiKe. Acad, des Belles Lettreij XVI. 938. 
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c HAP. DescendediromValentitiay Ufe Intimate 
^ repreaeAtatiVt^ of the VisooDti fa^ty,. fbe' 
duke of Oi4eaii» had- everji oltUiai td the 
sce^re <^ Milan, which lioeal descent 
eourld confef. N(«? was- it poisstble for 
Imdovic^- tbng to vetadn the adiUiaktrSition 
of affairs even> if Galeaz^o^ould! be sti^i^ 
ed to live. That young ^oce had lately 
married Isabella, the daughter of Alpltoa- 
■o king of Naples', at woman of a lofty and 
enterprising^ genitis; wh*, conscious of her 
bosbaod's iDcapacity« a*id- resolved to- «- 
sert hils rights, had already t^keii semtf 
decisive idkefs t6 re^cutf him fronr \ui ig< 
ttomimoos tbraldooi. 

Though artfaly tireacberooa, and (frue) Ui 
an emineBt degre^t' Luddf ida was totally 
destitute of thostt briUiEmf qualititt, wbidi 
origidally raised his family irotli obscurity. 
Perceiving that the basis upon wbicb hb 
authority rested, began to tptter, he de- 
termined to support it by ffneiga aid. In- 
diflfereht to the meaiis Oftiptey*d, prtw^ed 
he ultiitiately ftttatngd' his eHds, he t^ed 
every artifice to Induce CHafles Vlll. kidg 
f)f France, to enter Italy at the head of a 
numerous 
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ijHpaerovia^wny ; * hol^ipe out,,.amon£CHAP. 

ti)? certain, i^iyard oifs,uccess. 

Ttjafj.mopasrcl>| ha<^, preteo^ipjis .to the 
Sipilmij throB^, wliiqh.in^ tlie eyesjof in- 
9XgeiJ|?iice<l: ; ' ' '" eas^l^ be regard- 
ed a^ incpfjt lerived from ^e 
c^^oj^ inai^^ f Anjpu,coifnt of 
i^roy^nc'e, to Fores^eing^ iww- 
e.V)?r tUq evils f a di^sputed title 
hg.riygjit be ( ris^ had contented 
hjiY^ei^ with tipr 
vinces actually subject to Chi 
involving the prosperity of 
in the inextricabi^e ifiaze of I 
H\s son, on the cpntrarvj d 
splpr^doui: of the enterprise, ™«.-j, vv- - 
looked ^he diffi^culti^^s by which it rnight 
\>^. accpmpanied. 

In order to form a more distinct idea 
of the event?, which are aboyt to occupy 
our attention, it becomes requisite to x^- 
vert to the annals of the thirteenth ceu- 

* QiiiesMdiui, 1. 19- ei Fr*. + If *- 

% Id. ib. 

C c 4 tury,. 



=.-h, Google 



392 HI8T0BT Ot THE 

CHAP.tury. We there 6nd that Manfred, an 
'"^'l; illegitimate son of the emperor Frederic 11. 
after having murdered his elder brother, 
usurped the throne of Naples. * Impelled 
by jealousy of the house of Suabia, the 
pope refused to acknotrledge the usurpei^s 
title, and conferred the investiture of that 
kingdom on Charles of Anjou + (the bro- 
ther of St. Lewis, king of France) who 
consented to hold it, as an ecclesiastical 
fief. A war ensued, in which Manfred 
fell, leaving his rival in full possession of 
the disputed crown. 

By his cruelty toward the friends and 
adherents of Manfred, Charles tarnished 
the laurels which he had reaped in the 
contest. But no action so effectuallj 
alienated the affection of his Italian sub- 
jects, as the death of Conradi'n, the only 
suryivingremnantoftheSuabianline. That 
gallant youth intrepidly asserted his rights 
to his latest moments, and from the scaP 

* M. de Voltaire denies the truth of this usertion, 
though Buppwted by ^ teBtioiMiy of nost hirtoriaBi. 
t GuicdanL I. SO. 

fold 
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fold declared Peter of Arragon his heir. chap. 
Availing himself of the general indigna- .^^^^ 
tioQ excited by this saiigninary scene, Peter 
armed the nation in his cause.* After a 
long and bloody struggle, fortune uiti- ^ 
mately declared in favour of the Arra- 
gooian representative, who transmitted the 
sceptre to a bastard line. The Angevin 
race, Iiowever, treasur&i up their precarious 
title, as an abundant source of future 
wars.f 

In the preceding volume, we have traced 
the progressive usurpations of the Koman 
pontiffs from their earliest source ; and, in 
the present, we have seen Six tus IV. ex- 
erting all the influence of superstition, and 
of gold, to arm the Swiss in his defence. 
1%is treaty vras renewed by Innocent VIII. 
whp courted the alliance of Helvetia as his 
securest protection against the enterprising 
ambition ofthe Sicilian princes. Tohimsuc- 
ceeded the dissolute and cruel Borgia, who 
under the hateful name of Alexander VI. not 



* Giannone, Slcma di Napole, X1K< iv. 
t Id. XXVI. ii. 
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CHAP.pDJy ppllpted Ui^Q' sapfe4, <;ba^ter of reH- 
^^^ gioQ, but even degraf:}^dj^e h.u^^ species, 
hy the Mnf)r«Gedeaibed . eifor^^y of his 
Qiimes. 

Kobe of t^e .^taU^Q- states, if -n^e ^cept 
Boipe, Mrgs so iatii^t^Iy connected with 
^e rest Q^ Eurppe, as tlje repu,I;>ljc <^ Ve- 
VJice^ 3y a wi^ adipinistration, a^4 a 
ifell-directed eomm^rce, that extraordiT 
^Ty gov^ruf^igiij;. h^.d W>y o\\ly_ attorned to 
a high degree of political eminence, but 
iras epablcd alsp,tq suppctVt^ucU a military 
Cfitablishmenjt, a^, sec^i^ed all tbe blessiags 
pf pfi*<;fr*. 
1494. „ Sijch ^ap, th?: situ^jtion of Italy^. when 
Ch^rlfis VIII. cros$e4 the Alps at the hea4 
pf a fDnp.^d^ble army, six tl^uaand of 
whom were Sivis^ Another body of ne^rfy 
^qual force had extrollefl themselves un- 
der the bailiff of Dijon,, in contempt o^ 
the ordinances of their ife^p^^ye caotqfiS} 
who now- seriously endQ3,youc^ ^} i^stH^ 
tlie incre^ing spirit of eq^erpri&e - by ttie 

* Robertson's DiiHiQi^itioncQiifieiattog'lBdia, p. iSd. 

most 
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laosfe rigaroaa deccees^ PerceivtHgi hew-cHA?P» 
cv^er that no edicts could remedy the. evil, ^^^,^ 
the Heketic diet d^putbd C(»a»aai6Bioijeni 
te> demand fromi the>Ff'eneh> general' the 
immediate dischai^ ,ofl every man,, v/h9 
liad been cUitndestinely' engaged.. So high 
stood the reputation of the S«<bi» la&ab'y^ 
that in partii^ -withi t-Iiem etfec}? ho^e- of 
victory must have been abaadoafid*. Ye* 
vawil)ing.to give ofi^BBce byt an uu^ualiiied 
refusal, the coHHnander replied, " that 
>.•' thougk he sijBcefeliy wished tO' olbli^ 
'* suck good and ^ihful aKitts, Uva»un- 
" fortiiaatfi]y©u4of:biiBpo\fler;,astk«trcw^ 
*^ incorparated itt'thc ddifiSerfatt. s^«i«aejai^ 
** were caatonadt aieacli a ddstaiocE^. tl'oju 
*' each otUeiv tbat k weid4 be a work of 
** extreme ^fficuJt^ to cc^ecfc tkenj to- 

' * Hk ilvin it«re^ at thi^tKnei tbs beaiUbs^ulwlii^- 
faptrjr in Europe. The Italian foot consistecl entirely of 
tlie vilest dregs of society. Nor hud the French infantrj 
yet attained lb any degree of excellence ; though tbeir ca- 
valry, composed exclusively of gentlemen, were highly dis- 
ttagairiied Air^nerptitiv and-viribiirv Ouicciordwi^ lathe 
Swiss, i7 nervo i la sperama del escnito. Comines-ttiinf , 
tiicm, Pesperance de fast. 

" gether." 
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CHAP." gether." He farther added, by way of 
', palliative, ** that if the Swiss would place 
** themselves in the situation of his royal . 
'*' master, they must be sensible that he 
** could not, without the greatest detri- 
** mcnt to his service, fulfil their request ; 
" as upon the valour and experience of the 
" Helvetic infantry he rested his principal 
, " hopes of success." 

Not satisfied however with these assu- 
rances of regard, the general prevailed on 
the king himself to write to the diet, in 
order more fully to explain his motives; 
convinced, that such a flattering mark of 
condescension would interest their vanity 
in his favour. The magistrates complied 
with all his demands. Notwithstanding 
this apparent agreonent, however, some of 
the cantons were so much exasperated at 
Charles* equivocal conduct, that they were 
never cordially reconciled to France, dur-. 
ing the remainder of his reign *. 

* Watteville, Hiitoin dt la CoafedcntiQn Hdveti^n^i 
U.7. 

Tho 
6 
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The rapid progress <rf" the French Id Italy c H A P. 
would appear incredible, did we not dis- >^^^ 
corer in the political relations and internal 
state of that delightful country a source of 
debility, which tended materially to faci- 
litate the conquest. Italy, since it's eman- 
cipation from a foreign yoke, had estab- 
lished a system, both in civil and military , 
affairs, which was entirely dissimilar to 
tkai of every other people. Inattentive to 
the concerns and interests of the jnore 
northern nations, whom (in conformity to 
the classical authorities of Greece and 
Rome) they insulted with the appellation 
of Barbarians^ they were continually occu- 
pied in partitions and negociations, in or- 
der to preserve the domestic balance of 
power. It cannot be supposed, that trans- 
actions so intricate could always be termi- 
nated without occasional references to the t 
sword. But whenever war became nece^;^ 
sary, it's operations usually bore a greater 
analogy to the evolutions of a modem re- 
view, than to the din and horror of an ac- 
tual engagement. No sooner therefore werp 
they informed of the dangers with which 
thei^ 
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CHAP. Iheir -country ^vns menaced Ibj-a 'foreign 
' .^v^' army, tlmn persans of 'every desGriptieo 
were oTerwheltned with dismay. Too wedk 
to oppose'the atorm, 'theyhad recourae'to 
intrigue, the only weapon whkh thjeyfbad 
been accustomed to wtekl .with success; 
and finding that -inelfectnal, abandoned 
their cause as desperate*. 

tJpon his arri\'a! in Lombardy, Charles 
was received by the duke <*f.Mihn wift 
the cordiality of a friend, and the flattery 
of a courtier. A general setttmieiit «f in- 
dignation indeed pcrvadedthe Freneh-ar- 
my, at Uie sight of a man, whose. bands 
were ©mbrued in his nephew's blood -f*. 
Bat the king, fascinated by the brilliant 
prospect before him, grew indifferent to 
every other consideration ; arid shutting 
Ms ears to the dictates of prudence and 
honour, advanced into the heart 6f Italy, 
without ferther delay. 
' ' In vain, did Pietro de Medici sfdmouish 

'* Guicciard. ib. 76. 

+ Nefn ukvno the dabitasse, vhese era statoveleno, 
twu ^tr fatse stale data per opera del zio. . liL.ibt 81. 

his 
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hiscountrymen'of the impendiog tempest, chap. 

'In vain did he attempt'to stem 'it's 'fury. ^^ 
Defeated in the first encounter. He 'threw 
himself upon the clemency of the coriquc- 
rorj'and sueii f6r pardon*. But the cabals 
of his' 6nebiies So far*iiretatled, that the 
heir of the' Wealthiest and most generous 
of martkind 'was contpelled ' to tettninate 
a nrisei^Me "^xiitence- in' pdverty and' exile, 
'On the' approach of the Gallic dtmj, 

Tlorence opened her gates, - prepared to 
Celebrate Vith' f^tWe joy" the return of her - 

~'fiberty. The statues, which gratitude had 
erett^d ' to benevolence, were broken into 
pieces, atrd ' the rei^n of' ^centiousnefes 

'was established tp6n tlie ruiiis of the 
laws. ■ ' 

DeHghfed' with the charigc,'so easily ef- 
fected in the 'destiny of that illn^Tiotis 
city, ■'the'ltirtg'pursilfed 'his 'tWtitti^haiit 
ma'reh'tdwkM the' c^pitkrof'the^christian 

■'wofM. The'destfeiBdent of a n'bfcle 'Spanish 

■fatnfly, 'Borgia, 'had 'bfeen^distiifguiktifid 

' iVbm 'Biff eaflie'st 'yotith' hyi t&'ate fi^ de- 
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CHAP, bauchery and the love of intriguei Artful, 
w'v^ insinuating, and ambitious, he was haugh- 
ty or submissive, placable or relentless, 
exactly ^^ interest dictated. To every sen- 
timent of morality, of honour, and of de- 
cency his heart was equally a stranger*. 
Yet he sometimes assumed the mask of 
hypocrfsy, as a convenient disguise in the 
pursuits of ambition; and arrayed himself 
in the garb of innocence, when it seemed 
likely to contribute to the seduction of 
Tirtue. . Arrived at the summit of human 
grandeur, he presented to the astonished 
■fforld the frightful picture of systematicitl 
depravity seat^ on the throne of an 
apostle, unblushingly trampling every law 
divine and human, beneath his feet. 

Convinced that he deserved no mercy 
from mankind, and believing the hour of 
retribution to be .arrived, at th^ approach 
of the French, he retired to the castle pf 
St. Angelo. Here,, however, he was far 
from being secure, as he wa^ destitute of 
every thing requisite to enable him to sus- 
tain a siege. 

* Guicciard. lb. 8. 

From 
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From his knowledge therefore of the chat.' 
nilmg foibles of Charles, he had recourse J*-r-<J 
to negociation ; and presenting a Scene of 
glory to his romantic mind, more brilliant 
than any to which it had hitherto aspired, 
offered to surrender Zizim, the rival of 
Bajazet, as the price of forgiveness*. A 
reconciHation 

* Jm,ot Zizim, (fts he is more frequently called by 
ihe GbriBtian writers) was the eldest of the sons of Ma-' 
hornet It. who had been bora after be succeeded to the 
tlirooe. Being a prince of an aspiring genius, he laid 
craim to the crown, under the pretence, that faia elder 
brother Bajazet, as born before his father's accession, was 
oulj the son of a private man. The decision of ike dis- 
pute being referred to the sword, fortune declared in fa- 
vour of Bajazet, and Zizim fied to Rhodes for protection, 
lliere he was inhospitably imprisoned by the grand-mas- 
ter. Not daring, however, to coinplete his crime by the 
Diurder of bis illuatrious captive, he transferred him to 
the custody of tbe Boigiais, from whose hands he was cod< 
vinced, so long as any advantage could arfse from detain- 
ing bim^ he would never escape. Alexandw knew the 
value pf bis captive. While the life of Zizim was moro 
profitable than his death, he was suffered to live. Nor . 
was he at last delivered into the power of Charles, till 
poison bad secured him from disturbing the repose of 
the Ottoman empire,' and entitled the Vicar Genera! of 
Qod to the reward offered by Bajazet at Ibe price of 
VOL. ui. D d ki* 
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CHAP reconciliation ia consequence took place, 
' by which the Borgias were confirmed in all - 
their usurpations*. 

The timid and cruel Ferdinand was no 
more. . On receiving intelligence that the 
French were in fiill march toward Naples,' 
he was panic-struck, and died (as contem- 
porary historians assert) of the fright. His 
son Alphonso, not less weak and wicked 
than his father, fled into Sicily -f-, where he 
resigned a crown, which his vices had ren- 
dered him unworthy to retain :{:. Uniting 
caution with courage, Ferdinand II. re- 
solved to wait for a more favourable . op- 
portunity to assert his title, not doubting 
that it would soon be found, either in 
the inconstancy of his own subjects, or 
in the temerity of the foe. 

While his generals were occupied in sub- 
jugating the remoter provinces, Charles 

his brodier'ii blood. This story \a given, in de.tati, by 
- Jovius. 

* ' Guicciardipi, lib. i, p. 1 064 

i- Id. ib. 108. Bembo pretencb, that Itc died aiiatunl 
death. lotoria Vinialapa, 1. 5&. 
t BeBb.:ib. ^. 

Altered 
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entered Naples with all the insignia of roy- ^^nf" 
altjT, and wearing on his Head the crown ----r-^ 
of the Caesars. Seouced by the pomp and 
novelty of the scene, the populace hailed 
his triumph with loud acclamations. Every 
vesitige of Arragonian supremacy was ef- . 
faced, and the victorious lilies were dis- 
played upon every public edifice. Anxious, 
by timely submission, to avoid the horrors 
of a siege* the Neapolitan cities now open- 
ed their gates ; and Charles having taken 
tranquil possession ofthe throne* began to 
dictate laws to the rest of Italy. But a,t 
the very moment when he was celebrating 
his success by festivals and tournaments^ a 
confederacy was actually forming to cut off 
his retreat. 

The French had no sooner entered Ijom-- 
bardy, than Liidovico Sforza occupied 
himself in preparing measures for their; 
destruction*. Having communicated his 
plan to the rest of the Italian states, he 
tbund little trouble in persuading themt 
that nothing but the most cordial union 

« Guicciu4 tb< 149*, * 

X> A2 couU 
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CHAP, could rescue their country from the Gallic 
'^^^!ij yoke*. He, in consequence, recommended 
a general confederacy of the , Cisalpine 
powers, to which the emperor Maximilian 
- and Ferdinand king of Arragon were short- 
ly after tempted to accede-f. The help- 
liSBs situation of the Neapolitans prevented 
them from taking an active part ; but their 
patience w^as so completely exhausted by 
the licentiousness of their new masters, 
that they only waited for a favourable op- 
portunity, to join with cordiality in the 
common cause J. 

The plan was conducted with so much 
secrecy^ that it was ripe for execution, be- 
fore the French were apprised of it's ex- 
istence. Thunderstruck by the discovery, 
the king perceived that no time was to be 
lost, if he would save his army from de- 
struction §. Neither was it «asy for him 
to effect a retreat, as thirty thousand men 
=Were ah^eady encamped at the foot of the 

» Befnb. ib. lib- 2. 

f Guicciard. ib. J43. 

% Id.ib.. 144. 

% Bemb. I;,76. 'Guicciard^ ib. J46. 

t- i--' ■ i' Appen nines, 
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Appeniiiqes, prepared to dispute the pas- chap. 
gageof tkc Taro, ^^' 

The activity and Address displayed by 
tJre -troops during thei I long and perilous - 
inarch, are commemorated by Comines, 
hiniaelf a partaker in the difficulties artd 
dangers of fche enterprise, with many inte- 
resting details. Their escape he-attribUtes 
to the diligence, t^e courage,- and the per- 
sevferance of the Swiss. After drawing the 
artillery with incredible labour over the 
craggy summits of the Appennihes, and iiir- 
moimting obstacles which to most; other liien 
would have appeared insupferable^ / they 
attacked the Italians, thowgh advanta- 
geously posted in the vicinity of FornoVa, 
with so much impetuosity, tliat those eP- 
fenjinate warriors, struck with disr^ay, l«*ft 
theoi to pureue their way witbottt fortliet 
mblestatroTi*. u . :■ .; > ■ 

Meantdiile, a hirge sum of money, Wbicli 
had been extorted from the Florentines, 

' Gmccia^Jii^'^BO'spealia in hi^ terms'of the valoiA' 
fiutely into ihedetaJb of the battl^.- - ~ 

I> d S was 
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CHAP, was employed by Charles in procuring 
;sh levies from Switzerland. In this at- 
tempt be succeeded beyond his most san- 
guine expectations, as upward of twenty 
thousand recruits were raised in the space 
of a few weeks. The spirit of martial en- 
terprise indeed was now so prevalent in 
that country, that both the young and the 
old forsook their domestic occupations 
to seek riches and renown in the Italiao 
wars. 

These reinforcements, however, contri- 
buted rather to augment the distress, than 
to increase the security of the French ar- 
my*. For on their arrival in Italy, they 
found that peace was concluded, Unac* 
customed to disguise their feelings, they 
expressed their displeasure at an ©vent, by 
which they conceived themselves deprived 
of their legitimate spoils, in murmurs too 
Jpud tp escape tlieroyi^l ear; insisting thatj 

* Comipesj speaking of these levies, uses the rolIo(viii{| 
words ; Toat de beaux hontmet y laait, qiu Je tu tw 
.^<mmt!ti Mh c^agt^tgait, etilme semblaU iatpttmbh d» 
ies avoir *fa dfcomfire.. (VAU. x.) 

according 
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according to an ancient convention, they chap. 
were entitled to 'three month's pay, and .^..^v^ 
demanding instantly to receive it. Upon 
discovering that the royal finances nere 
totally inadequate to this extravagant 
claim, the officers are said privately to 
have deliberated upon the most effectual' 
method of obtaining redress. It is farther 
asserted that, under the influence of re- 
sentment, they had actually formed a con- 
spiracy for seizing the king's , person, anft 
detaining him in captivity till the debt 
■was discharged*. This treacherous design, 
i€ ever seriously entertained, was rendered 
. abortive by the vigilance of .Charles,' who 
being secretly a^pHsed of their rri^chiha- 
tion^-," quitted the camp at rnidnight; leav-r; 
jfl;giis generals to appease the storm. " ' ' 
■ Tfte.conduct of the Swiss upon thts oc- 
casion, is Undoubtedly liaHeto heavy cen- 
sure. '^ITie followifjg anecdote, however; 
sfiow's' fh5al ■the- Helvetic soldier, thbugh 
^qiienfly- 3(itiia;ted by*thfe iHoSt sordid' 

,' :,":l: .1 '.,i l.i.l^JGuiiJciai'Aib.saSi.^^' ■ . !•' "'^ 

2^ : P d 4 love 
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CHAp.love of gain, was equally alive to th& • 
s^'Y^ noblest sentiments of .g^erosity,, 

Disgusted at the severity of the Floren- 
tines, the Fisans had applied to t^e king 
' of France for redress, and received a pn>r 
mise of protection. But either frovi. ft 
natural levity of character, or iu)pe)|ed by 
the instigations of men who regarded pasr 
sive -obedience as t^e invariable duty of 
subjects, he had totally neglected to in? 
t^ere. Rendered desperate by distress, 
the wretched supplicants flocked in crow^ 
' to the camp, imploring pity in the nun^gled 
accents 9f anguish and despair. iV scene 
like this was. peculiarly galculated to ex- 
cite the sympathy lOf a people, who l^a4 
. learnied from experience the inestimable 
value pf liberty. ,Sa]aaaf, whocQmm^i;iided 
the Helvetic legions, was in consilience 
despatched to re^j^nstxate witbithe. king 
upon the cruelty of his behaviour. J^ 
the animated languid of toMth, be lippre- 
sented tp the youthAil: niQnarch, lAi^ h't^ 
own glory was concerned in rescuing Pisa 
^m pppressioQ. iNftitber pould he retract 

liis 
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M».p»^iiQi»ef>vitbput€t»tailirngiiorii?HMe-di8-;GHAP. 

grace upon the Gsilic nimi»i a«d equally ^'"■ 

(lishonoiupins tbo^e wbo^ bad ^ parttcip«ted 

■witii him in every toil and daiBger.trf ^ 

war. He farther added, " that if pecu- 

*' niary embarrasirnents' patented its ful- 

*' filnieut, the Swiss would willingly con- 

" tribute whaterer they possessed, to re- 

*' lieve his distress. Nor would they deem 

*' the loss of all, that ■ they had acquired 

" at the peril of their lives, too great a 

** sacrifice to purchase for others the most 

" valuable blessing that a rational being 

" can enjoy." 

Roused to a sense of shame by the 
spirited delegate, the king resolved no 
]onger to withhold his aid, and accordingly 
negotiated a treaty with the Florentines, 
by which the independence of Pisa was 
established. In the first effusions of joy, 
they broke into pieces a marble lion, 
which denoted the supremacy of Florence, 
'^nd erected in it's place an esquestrian sta- 
tue of Charles, trampling the ferocious 
animal beneath hjs horse's feet. This tro- 
phy, however, was but of short duration ; 
t , being 
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CHAP, being soon exchanged by the fickle popu- 
'j lace for that of the emperor Maxinulian, 
in order to cMnmemdrate the success of 
the imperiai arms,*f ^ 

• Cyiii»e»..YH. yil. ' ■ 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

Affairs of Germany— Maximilian succeeds 
to the Imperial Throne—General State of 
Europe at his Accession — His Views, and 
Character — He i>isits Italy— ^Origin and 
Cause of the Suabian war — Hostilities 
commenced-^Encottnters at Hard, Bru- 
derholtz, Schwaderloeh, and Frastenz— 
Maximilian declares against the Swiss- 
Battles' of Malscheide aAd Domach—' 
Peace concluded^ 

THE emperor Frederic was succeeded chav. 
by his son Maximilian, who had been ^^ir-^ 
elected king of the Romans in I486. It is 
scarcely possible for characters to have 
been more widely opposite, than, those of 
these two princes. Maximilian, fond of 
action, entertained a high opinion of his 
own abiiities, while the indolence of his 
father was almost proverbial. Delighting 
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CHAP, in the bustle and parade of war, the for- 
C-^v^ mer sought occasions of displaying his 
military talents; whereas the latter repeat- 
edly submitted to insults and encroach- 
ments without - shaking off his habitual 
apathy, or making any exertion to obtaio 
redress. 

I'he general esteem in which Maximilian 
waft held, at his accession to the imperial 
throne far exceeded his real merit, and 
seems principally to have arisen from a 
comparispn with his sJ.uggish predecessor. 
This prematare partiality, which his actual 
adminisUation in no respect justi6ed, hy 
inspiring him with exaggerated notions of 
his own genius, contributed essentially to 
the misfortunes of his subsequent reign. 

Since the death of th& princess Mary, 
MaximiliaB had been exposed to. many 
severe trials by Jihe unqmet temper of the 
Flemiogs, who/Wifipnie time* detained him 
prisoner in t^e city of Br:ages. An out- 
Tage so violent,' to the person of Uieij- fu- 
\\ae sovereign, could npt b]at inflame ihe 

• Gaaiaf^-^njiSpis. I.i. 145. 

pride 
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pride of a nation, araong whom the prero- chap. 
gatives of birth are held in the highest t>^v-w 
reverence. Even Frederic, lost as he ap- 
peared to be to every dignified feeling, was 
roused from his lethargy, and prepared 
to vindicate the insulted honour of his 
son. Kor was the, Germanic body back- 
ward, in their exertions to afford him ade- 
quate support. Ou the contrary, they 
voted him fifteen thousand men for Maxi- 
milian's delivery, though only half that num- 
ber had been granted for the prosecution / 
of the Turkish war. Such an instance is 
almost suflScient to excite a suspicion, that 
the interests of religion were secondary in 
their estimation, when compared with 
those of the imperial court. The king of 
the Romans however had obtained his 
liberty, before the army could arrive; and 
Frederic, relapsing into his wonted inac- 
tivity, after a fruitless attempt to get pos- 
sipn of Ghent, sufiered the insurgents to 
escape without farth&r molestation. 

Maximilian was highly exasperated 
against the French king, on account of 
his union 'With Anae of Bretagne; that ' 
princess 
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^ " * **. ptiacess having been previously e^oused 
* by himself, though the nuptials were 
never consummated* The annexation of 
of Britany to the Gallic crown was an ob* 
jeptof such importance* that it would have 
been the height of impolicy in Charles, to 
suffer the house of Austria, to bear away 
the prize. From his natural jealousy of 
the power of France, this consideration 
had operated as a strong inducement with 
the late duke, to betroth his daughter to 
the king of the, Romans, and rendered the 
Bretons almost equally averse from an 
alliance between their young sovereign and 
Charles. Bat the French monarch, though 
actually affianced to Maximilian's daughter 
Margaret, who had been educated at Paris* 
as his future queen,-f- resolved to accom- 
plish this more advantageous union, and 
ultimately prevailed upon the princess to 
sacrifice the fondest affections of her heart 
to the peace of her country. 
.Justly incensed at this double affront^ 



* Gaillard, lb. 

t Her paasitH) for die c^ubt of Ax^ulgme* 



the 
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ll^e emperor prepared for war. Butit wasCHAP. 
the uniform rnisfortune of his reign, that he •J^^ 
was incessantly engaging in enterprises too 
extensive for his limited finances to sup- 
port. Id the present instance it is highly 
probable, if hostilities had commenced, 
that he would have incurred losses far more . 
fatal, than that of a bride. Happily, how- 
ever, for his glory, a romaptic spirit of am- 
bition diverted, his rival's attention, from 
die real advantages within his grasp, to the * 
chimerical project of uniting Kaples to the 
crown of France. Engrossed by this ex- 
travagant idea, he thought no sacrifice too 
great to purchase peace; and accordingly 
restored to Maximilian, the valuable pro- 
vinces of Artois and Franche-Comt^, as a 
compensation for the injury which he had 
sustained. With the sajne improvident ge- 
nerosity, he ceded Cerdagne and KoussiU. 
Ion to I'erdinand V. king of Spain, upon 
receiving a promise from that crafty prince^ 
that he would observe the strictest neutra- 
lity, during-Cbarles' absence from his he- 
redi tary dominions *. 

,,.;. . • GailM. ib^m. 

; Justice 
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CHAP. Justice coihpefs us to acknowledge, that 
J2^ Maximilian was by no means destitute 
of talents, which under different circum- 
stances might have transmitted his name to 
posterity with respect. But he was placed 
in a situation so entirely new, that no or- 
dinary degree of genius was requisite to 
enable him to keep pace with the rapid 
. progress of the age. Before we caii pro- 
nounce a correct sentence upoti his con- 
duct, it will be" requisite to compare his 
difficulties with his resources. 

It would be deviating too widely from 
our original plan, were we to attempt to 
develope the ideas naturally excited by the 
contemplation of a period, the most event- 
ful of any which had hitherto influenced 
the actions or the opinions of mankind. 
The invention of printing alone had eflFected 
a change, which it is scarcely possible un- 
deT our present advantages adequately to 
appreciate. The nautical discoveiies, like- 
wise, which had been recently made by the 
■Portuguese, and the creation as it were of 
another world by the intrepid genifis of 
Columbus, by reVolutioni^ng almost every 
: 6 '■ received 
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received iiotions philosophical, political, or C hap; 
religious, had thro^vo the human mind into ^^^^' 
a femjeBt capable of producing the sn- 
blimest attainments, or giving birth to the 
InoBt atiR)eiou8 crimes. 

Indej*esKlent!y of these wonderful events 
the who^e balance of Eur<^eafi power had 
received a violent shock from the rapid ag- 
grandisement of France. Hitheito the at- 
tention of the ehristran world had been in- 
variaWy directed toward the Ottoman em- 
pire, as the only quarter whence real mis- 
chief eoiald 'arise. But, within a slimt pe- 
riod, the English had been «5pelied ftona 
almost eve^y province of France; "while 
Dauphiny, Provence, Bretagne, and Bur- 
gundy wwe successively annexed to the 
OaHic crown. From these additions, it • 
had derived such an aagmentation ,of 
strength and authority, that scarcely a sin-" 
gle vfestige of it's ancient constitution any 
lon.ger remained. In the different states ef 
■Germany, t>n tl)e other hafid, a*pirit of ri- 
valry had 16ng subsisted, winch rendered 
them far wiope jealous of tlie partial advan- 
tages which might ev&fftiialtj' accrue' to 

VOL. III. E e some 
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CHAP. some individual member of that complex 
'• body, than anxious by honourable and ef- 
fectual co-operation to promote the general 
welfare. 

Another power was also emerging from 
obscurity, which was destined soon to at- 
tract the attention of the universe. The 
conquest of Grenada, and the union of 
Castile and Arragon by the marriage of 
Perdinand V. with Isabella, had totally al- 
tered the internal situation of Spain, and 
given to the sovereigns of that rich but hi- 
therto-neglected country a conspicuoui 
place among the potentates of £urop& 
To an unbounded love of power, Ferdinand 
united consummate cunning, and a spirit 
unrestrained by the common ties of mora- 
lity. Convinced that he had nothing to 
apprehend, except on the side of the Py- 
renees, he joined with Maximilian in [h^ 
scribing bounds to the ambition of Fcance. 
The means indeed, which tliey employed 
for the attainment of that important end, 
were widely diflferent. For while Ferdi- 
nand pursued the crooked path of intrigue, 
never betraying his plan? till they were ripe 

for 
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for execution; the open-hearted emptor chap, 
frequently missed his object, irom a natu- .^rvO 
ral aversion to duplicity. Ciroumspect by 
habit, the former carefully avoided expos- 
ing his person to unnecessary perils. The 
latter attached no value to life, when it 
was inconsistent with his romajitic ideas of 
glory to preserve it. Whatever was rash , 
and adventurous attracted his admiration, 
and the greater the danger, the more eagei; 
he appeared to encounter it. When disen- 
gaged from foreign wars, he indulged in 
his favourite diversion of hunting with 
hazardous enthusiasm*.' In a word, his cha* 
racter was fonned for a different agei than \ 

that in ^hich he, lived. The splendid days 
of chivalry were passed» and with them had 
disappeared all those l^rtHc sentiments of 
gallantry, which refined and elevated the 
human mind. Since the invention of gun- 
powder, we read nomore of those wonder- 
ful efforts of personal prowess, which so 

* Ipse In editioribus rupibua conspicitur, ubi feral 
tTagitabat, atqile unde aliis ipectaado caligo HsulU effan-t 
debatur, imperterritus ipse, ceu per plaiia loca ferebatur.' 
Ghilini Exped. Maximil. 111. 97- 

E e 2 ■ tnuch 
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CH AP.mucfe astonisb aitd ddight us in the eveot- 
o^^^fal pagies of romance. The unweiidy ca- 
Talry no longer fwrned the chief icsource 
of aa army; ^rfiite the use of arUUery en* 
tirely changed the whole military system, 
and rendered bodily strength comparatlTe* 
ly of little value. 

' Persuaded that it was essential to the 
safety of his country to set limits to fee 
ambition of Charles, Masimilian exerted 
all his irtfluence with the diet, to mspire 
it's members with similar sentiments *- But 
the Germataic body, though accustomed 
to deal {Hxrfiisely in decimation, was to- 
tally destitute of that patriotic eiwrgy, 
wliich can a^oae ind-uce a people by tem- 
porary privatioos to prurcdiase remote and 
permanent adv)a>ntages. Nor vas it easy 

* ii nay be pvofier to remark, tbift tbu diet, wfaicb was 
beld at Worois, is regarded b; the GermaB writers as one 
be most importaDt ever assembled. In diffusive paae- 
ic they enamerate its many wise iostitulions for the 
vention of private wars; and dwell with peculiar de- 
It npoD the establish meDt of ^new tribunal, which under ' 
title of Imperial ChaWbeb, was destined to take 
oisanGe of all civil, caiises relative to the empire^^ 
imidt, Geschichte der Deiitat^en, X. 13. 

to 
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to persuade them, that any material alter- chap. 
ation had taken place in the general ba- ^^^*^- 
lance of Europe, while they were allowed 
to deUberate with their wonted i"[icIecisioa 
and prolixity. Out of respect however for 
the personal character of their new chief, 
thej condescended to grant him a tri6ing 
aid in money, which was rendered still less 
efficacious by the remissness with which it 
was collected *. 

Though deprived of every rational pros- 
pect of success, yet so enamoured was 
Maximilian of the visionary project of li- 
berating Italy from the Gallic yoke, that 
he listened with -avidity to the treacherous 
promises of Ludovico Sforza, and crossed 
the Alps at the head of an inconsiderable 
force: flattering himself, with his characte- 
ristic sanguineness that he should instantly 
be hailed as their deliverer by the united 
acclamations of all the Cisalpine states. 
Nor did he seem to entertain the smallest 
doubt, of being enabled to defeat the ma- 
chinations of the French, who threatened 
Italy with a second visit, 
• Id. ib. 
E e 3 Frorti 
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CHAP. From these gaudy dreams he was des- 
i tined to awake to disappointment and 
shame. An unforeseen combination of 
events baring obliged the king of France 
to suspend the execution of his mighty- 
plans, the capricious Italians began to re- 
gard their convention with the emperor as 
a bargain, from which much eventual mis- 
chief might arise, though it could not be 
attended with any positive good. 

Ambassadors were in consequence des- 
patched to meet him, with the hope of in- 
ducing him by caresses and flattery to 
suspend his march. Unwilling however 
to renounce an enterprise, from the is- 
sue of which he anticipated such abun- 
dant laurels, Maximilian, notwithstanding 
the perfidy of his allies resolved to perse^ 
vere*. But he quickly found himself con- 
str^ned to abandon the theatre of his ide^il 
fame, and to hasten back to his hereditary 
dominions, without having accomplished 
any thing more memorable, than the empty 
substitution of the imperial eagle to the 
(jallic lily in some of tlte Tuscan cities, 

* H ib. 49, Gpicciardi. III. 
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His enterprising spirit was not foiraedcHAP. 
for repose; nor had the inglorious termi- ^^^ 
nation of the Italian expedition conduced 
tci render him n^ore a friend to peace. As 
head of the house of Austria, he was the 
hereditary enemy of the Helvetic cantons, 
and beheld their increasing prosperity with 
a jealous eye. A mutual dread indeed of 
the Burgundian power had for a while sus- 
pended their former animosities, and effect-^ 
ed a temporary union; but the claims of so- 
vereignty had been carefully treasured up 
in' the archives of Austria, to be produced, 
whenever her resources should prove more 
adequate to assert them with eifect. 

Under the pretext of guarding against 
the ambition of France, Frederic toward 
the end of his rei^ had entered into an 
alliance with the Suabian states, "niis as- 
sociation, which is known by the name of 
the Suabian League^ or the Fraternity of St, 
George*, was formed at' a diet held in Nu- 
remberg in J486f. 

* The latter title was derived from the device, vhicb 
each member bore on hii sbieldt 
t Mallet, II. «98. 

E e 4 The 

D,,r.=^ihyGoogle 



434 aiSTOBT Off THE 

CHAP. The right, assumed by all the members 
^^^ of the empire, of deciding their private 
quarre}s by the sword, had plunged Ger- 
many into such a state of anarchy, that 
the most fatal consequences were to be 
apprehended unless an effectual remedy 
could be found. Upwi this subject, the 
nttention of their wisest princes had been 
occupied for many years. In I486, a de- 
cree was passed to prevent the evil. But 
as it could not be expected that any leni- 
ent medicine would eradicate a disease, so 
deeply engrafted in the political constitu- 
tion, an association was formed between 
the princes and states of Suabia, for the 
express purpose of enforcing obedience to 
this prohibitory edict. 

The popularity of the projefct tempted 
several of the electors to join the confede- 
racy: So tliat it was speedily enabled to 
maintaina considerablearmy, which though 
stationed in different provinces of the em- 
pire, acted under the direction of a. single 
chief. From the spirit and activity with 
which their operations were conducted, this 
establishment 
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establishment was productive of permaoentc Hap. 
benefit, and contributed essenttallj to the ^ 
establishment of order*, hi the course of 
a i'ew years, upward of one liuttdred and 
forty castles were destroyed, in the circle 
of Suabia alone ; all of them the abodes of 
titled robbers, wlio abused the privilegca 
attached to rank, for the perpetiaiion of 
the most heinous criines-f-. 

Not long after it's institution, the Swiss 
were formally invited to join the Suabian 
league. But they could not be persuaded 
that any good was likely to accrue from 
uniting with a confederacy, which had 
originated in the councils of an Aus- 
trian prince. Yet acting, as they thought, 
witli necessary caution, they were still anx- 
ious to preserve an appearance of courtesy, 
and accordingly replied, " that aithou^ 
" the plan might be admirably calculated 
*' for tlie beuehtof larger bodies, it wa»toD 

* ITifs society was abolished by Charles V. in the year 
Jd34,.iiiii)cr the pretext that it fntmei the French, The^ 
eaur, Rer. bucv. 

t Mallei, 1 f , 299. Crusins also, in hie Aimals of Sua- 
bia, speaks in high terim of the benefit which they pro- 
duced. 

** complicated 
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CHAP.** complicated in it's structure, and tea 
' " comprehensive in it's efiectSj for a people 
** like themselves, whose attention was al- 
** ready sufficiently occupied with their 
•* own domestic concerns*." 

From many of those trifling occurrences* 
discovering more clearly the feelings of na- 
tions th«^ all the studied phrases of diplo- 
macy, it was evident that a spirit of ani- 
mosity was rapidly spreading, which would 
eventually lead to open hostilities. These 
acrimonious symptoms were still more ap^ 
parent in the proceedings of the democra- 
tic cantons, where the opinions of the pea> 
pie were totally unrestrained by a sense of 
propriety, or the wholesome rigour of th^ 
laws* 

Although the interests of Switzerland 
were comf^tely at variance with those of 
Maximilian, not only as chief of tlie Ger- 
manic body, but also as the representative 
<^ Sigismund, various causes had hitherto 
.concurred to preserve between them a good 
understanding. Some tritling difficulties 

• Id, ib. t Id- ib- p. SOO. 

indeed 
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indeed had arisen respecting the interpre- chap. 
tation of a treaty, concluded with Sigis-*. 
mund in 1474; by virtue of which, the, 
Swiss were permitted to garrison the four 
forest towns in times of war. But no men^ 
tion having been made of this important 
concession in a subsequent negociation, the 
emperor contended that by this omission it 
was virtiially abrogated. The Swiss on the 
contrary insisted &at, as it had never been 
expressly annulled, it inust necessarily be 
regarded as still in force. Desirous of ter-. 
jninating the dispute by amicable means, 
Maximilian offered an equivalent for the 
claim; but his proposal being positively 
Tejected, the question, for the present, was 
suffered to rest *, 

The emperor however too soon discover- 
ed, that no dependence could be placed on 
the friendship of the Swiss. Having ap- 
plied to them, as members of the Germanic 
constitution, to furnish their contingent 
toward his intended expedition to Romcv 
lie met with a peremptory refusal. Noi 

* Mallet, ib. 807. 

could 
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CHAP, could any entreaties persuade. them to re- 
Jtam a more favourable answer. He vas 
only able to extort from them a promise of 
neutraUty, in the event of a rupture be-. 
tween Aiwtria and France •. 

Opinions had been long divided between 
ihe rival monarchs, and while the demo- 
cratic cantons manifested a decided par- 
tiality in favour of Charles, the aristocfati- 
cal states were no less partial to the interests 
df his adversary. Assailed on both sides, 
with flattery and gold, it was natural that 
theSwiss should entertain exaggerated ideas 
of their own importance. We accord- 
ingly find them, upon vanous occasions, 
assuming atone of dignity, as if the ba- 
lance of Europe had been placed in their 
hands, and the scale of fortune was doomed 
to preponderate in exact conformity to 
their decision. 

Meanwhile^ various circumstances had 
arisen to increase the misunderstanding 
which already existed, between the Hel- 
vetic people and the members of the Sua- 

* Stetiler. May enters at large into the whole tnnsac" 
ttoD, IV, xii. 

6 biaa 
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bian league. Although &a imperial city, chap. 

and actually situated within the circte <tf ,>y-J' 
Suabia, Constance had hitherto iJeclined aft 
aUutDce with the Fraternity of St George ■; 
aad, in spite of repeated invitations, psr- 
sisted to preserve invidate her ancieirt 
asoity with tlie Swiss. In return itur tiiis 
rsK ioatanee of fidelity, the &rifilocca.tic 
«fiiiton(S were desiwus of admitting iiep* 
into the Helvetic confederacy ; bmt tbdir 
proposal was strenuously combated by the 
dcnnooratical .states, who stKongty objeetod 
«o ev«ry wieasure not demonstrably coo- 
ilected wit-h their own advaivtage.* 

The ciiiBOns of Constance had saaguiabelf^ • 
looked forrward to. this uni<»n, as theffierhr 
ed rewaud -of: their long aad signal sericiees. 
Their disa^ppoiotin^it, therefore, lyias pro- 
furtxemably severe ; and they be^an tm 
consider, whether their interests would not 
■be more essentially promoited by kireakkng 
•off aU inteiroourse uith their uugi^Uieifiri 
alJy, and cordially uniting 'with. tAm Sua>- 
bian l€ague.+ 

• Maliet, U. 30!. ' t W- ib- 

' ' ' While 
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CHAP. While the public opinion thus floated 
" between the opposite parties, an event 
took place, which decided the contest in 
fevour of Austria. Without any ostensible 
motive, except the love of plunder, an 
aimed mob poured down from the Helvetic 
mountains, and laid the city of Constance 
under contribution. The diet indeed ex- 
pressed the deepest regret at ttiis unau- 
thorised insult, and offered tlie most satis- 
fectory explanations. But their apology 
•was received with coldness ; for the Aus- 
trian party was now so popular, that no 
one presumed to plead the cause of Swit- 
Berland. The long-existing frioidship with 
-Helvetia was dissolved, and an alliance 
concluded with the Suabian league** 

Another circumstance had likewise oc- 
curred, which added greatly to the ganeral 
irritation. George count of Sargans, a 
man not less odious for tyrannical prin- 
ciple* than despicable for profligate morals, 
having excited the public indignation by 
tome recent enormity, was put under the 

• MiUet, ib. 302. 

imperial 
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imperial ban, the process being referred to c h ap. 
a general diet. In this state of things, he , 
heard that Gosembrot (who had been ap- 
pointed by Maximilian one oi liis judges) 
was at the baths of Ffeffers for his health. 
. It immediately occurred to him, that no- 
thing would be 40 likely to secure a fa- 
vourable verdict, as to carry oiF the invalid 
by force, and detain him a prisoner, till 
he should swear to support his cause. The 
abbot, under whose jurisdiction the baths 
were placed, and who derived no incoii- 
sid^^ble revenue from their visitants, ia 
order to prevent an outrage so injurious to 
his emoluments, took GosembrOt under his 
protection, and eventually found means to 
favour his escape. The exaspeiAted count 
now directed his rage against tlie prelate, 
and at length drove him to seek an asylum 
in the Grisbns, wjiile he liimself in hopes 
of eluding t|ie jurisdiction of the empire, 
took refuge in Switzerland.* 

To this adventure, trifling as it may 
seem, the Swiss historians in a great mear 

• Id, ib, SOS. 
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CHAP. sure attribute the subsotiueht war, one of 
I»t1ie most sanguinary and obstinate, in 
which the confederates ■\j'ere engaged. On 
learning the insult which had been oflfered 
to the abbot of Pfeffers, MaximiHan in- 
sisted that the offendei" should bfe given 
■up in order to be brought to a trial. The 
Swiss refused to obey, affecting to consider 
the injunction as an impardonable attack 
upon Iheir independence.* 

Tfce emperot, who felt ati hereditary 
T)ias to view their conduct in an unfiirour- 
able light, instatitly determined to vindi- 
cate his aufliority by vigorous aneasures. 
Having prevailed upon the pope to tbtm- 
der out his anathemas, and engaged the 
imperial dhamber to second his projects, 
he regarded his vengeance as already com- 
plete. Undercover of an antiquated claim, 
■which time and law and reason had con- 
curFed to annul, that high tribunal asserted 
a permanent authority over the Helvetic 
states, assuming the right not only of im- 
posing taxes upon theni, but even of re- 
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gulating thtif mt«riial go»«H(OeBt,* Nd-CHA^. 
•KiMJ could equa]tJiei«j(isti««6f this pro-, 
ceeditt*, except it's felly : as- most <tf the 
caatoM, *« different pfifiods) hud been ei- 
prewly liberated ftom all estraweoua ^kj- 
aiction by spteifie gratiM sHid eseBiptioo*, 
»hI inwsted with plewary power iB aB 
civil processes »l)afete(.t 

Indignant at the reviral of tliis) obstJefe 
preteniioD, the Swis* give tent to their 
FEsentmeDt in te*ttl$ of the biKwesf re- 
proasfa 1 while th« inipetialist*, desirous 
of masking tlieir injustices convcffed te* 
peated diets^ under the specious plea, of 
tnord felly ascertaining the pfivileges'of the 
Helvetic republics. 

In one of these congresses hdd at Lrn- 
dtca, the archbishopof Ment«, «ho presicJed 
over the asseriibly as chancellor of the ein- 
pire, represented it as " irtdispensrbfy te- 
" quisite to the trairquiffity of Etrwpif, 
" that Switiftilam} shmiM be ccfftipelfeS 
" to acknourled^ a ettsf." He added', 
" th»t ke hoped to accomf^fsh this ini- 

•Id.ilr, SM. -fjil-ib. 

rei. II J. P f " portant 
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CH^AP." portant object, with no other weapon 
'^* " than the pen which he then held in hia 
"hand." Taking fire at this allusion to 
-the imperial ban, the promulgation erf 
which belonged officially to the chancel- 
lor, one of the Helvetic deputies replied,, 
" That he would advise the venerable 
" prelate to weigh well the difficulty of 
** the undertaking,, before he rashly ven- 
'* tured to carry it into execution ; as others 
f* had already attempted it without suc- 
" cess, tlibugh thej made use of weapoos 
*' far more formidable than a goose's 
« quill." * 

The senate of Berne alone, ^f all the 
Helvetic governments, continued still to 
maintain the relations of amity with the 
Austrian court, and ansiously employed 
their mediation to prevent a rupture. . But 
the temper of Maximilian was unbending. 
Taught to cherish from his infancy extra- 
vagant notions of the imperial dignity, he 
told the Helvetic ambassadors, at a public 
audience " lliathe regarded their country- 

* Mailed ib. 305. May, ib. ' " 
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" njen in no better light, than that of dis- chap, 
" affected subjects, who stood in need of i. 
•• wholesome correction "f imprudently 
adding, " that if they did not speedily 
" amend their conduct, he should visit 
■ *' them in a way they little expected." 

To this impolitic menace Schwendi 
undauntedly replied, " Your majesty per- 
" haps may not be aware that you have to 
" do with a people so rude and ignorant, 
*' that in certain situations even the im- 
*' perial crown may cease to be an object 
-*' of respect."* Notwithstanding this af* 
fected air of superiority however, Maxi- 
milian was extremely averse from a hipture 
with the Swiss, and continued secretly to 
court their friendship, under a strong con- 
viction that their alliance alone couM 
enable him to contend successively against 
the colossal power of France.t 

While the public was thus violently agi- 
tated, deputies arrived from Rhaetia to 
implore the protection of the Helvetic 
people. The rise and progress of the 

* May, ib. ' ' f Mailed ib.306. . 

Ff2' Rhietian 
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CffAP. RbsetiaQ l^gue hftve been alreadj ^ 
^2iU' tailed *. "We shall faftstezk therefore to 
those more lomtediate canses cf the 
straggle* whidi. by the arrcguic^e of their 
pretensioDs, and the ™lence of theii: pn>. 
ceedings, both parties seem eqoaUy ta have 
provoked. 

Fron* the contiguity of their tertitaryf 
vanous disputes bad arisen, respecting ob- 
jects of internal poUce, between the coan& 
of Tyrol and the bishops of Coire. ITiese 
iiad occasionftNy led to desultory iajcur- 
aons, which among the inhabitaats of 
those sarage districts were the accnstomed 
methods- of seeing redress. On his ac- 
cession to the throne, Aiaxiroitiaia fiad 
ibund the two proTinces engaged i» a vio- 
lent contest. Desixousi of bringiB^ the 
affair to an araical^ issue, he proposed to 
submit it to arbktrattDD. The biehop of 
Constance was, in consequence, noqnnnated 
, referee ; but the sudden deaith of that pre- 
hte having delayed tlie projected reconci- 

• Vol.n.ch.i5. 
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lidtkffi, no &rtli£r process nas made id chap. 
tite bnainess. On the contrarjr, it became 



every day more obvimia, vkeXefer might 
be tbe «mperQi^s iatenlaoDS, that his mi^ 
nisiers were desiixHW of irar, ^Phe Rhse- 
tians therefore, with 'the view of securing k 
powerful ally, concluded a perpetual league 
.with the Helretic cautoiw*. 

Thus every thing combiiied to increase 1499- 
tile misunderstandHig. A« neithet «ide 
however was wUling to commence liustili- 
ties, A congress assembled at Feldliirch, Iq. 
order to deceive the worifl (as each hoped 
to do) hy an aifected display of modera- 
tion. But tbe first discussion Woe su<fficieiit 
to convince impartial obserYers, that no fa- 
vourable issue could be expected. The 
difierent Actions insulted each odwr, when- 
ever they met, and even permitted sar- 
castic ballads to be publicly sung in the 
streets. 

At this eritical moment, a body of Sua- 
bians made ia sudden irruption into, the 

• M.5, IV. nii, 

Ff3 vala 
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c HA P. vale of Munster, and took possession of 
ayenfield *. The confederates instantly 
flew to arms, and occupied all the passes, 
by which it was possible for the eoeiny to 
penetrate intoSwitflcrland. A large Sua* 
bian force also assembled in the vicinity of 
Feldkirch and Lindau> while another corps 
entrenched themselves on the Luciensteig, 
a strong post commanding the entry of the 
.Grisons. Unable to repose in security, so 
long as the enemy was master of that im- 
portant pass, the Rheetians resolved to dis- 
lodge them. A body of troops being ac- 
cordingly collected, the imperialists were 
attacked by surprise, and defeated with 
considerable loss-f-. 

Elated with victory, and reinforced by 
detachments from the neighbouring garri- 

" Tbe butory of ibe Smbian war bas been written villi 
much accuracy by Tscharaer, wbo (»>Uected his materials 
from Spreclier, Slettler, Stumpf, Fuggery and VVursteisen, 
as well as from some valuable MSS. which have never to 
my knowledge been published. Pirkheimer, an imperial 
officer, baa also given a detailed account of many events, 
in which he was personally concerned. 

+ M|iy> ly. xiv. 

§ons. 
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son9, they now forded the Rhine, beat up CHAP, 
the enemy's quarters at Triesen, and drove ^^-n-w' 
- them beyond the 111. Vadutz being thus 
abandoned to it's fate, was taken by storm, , 
and Lewis of Brandis, it's owner, carried 
prisoner to Rapperswyl *. Proceeding for- 
ward in their triumphant career, they en- 
tered Mayenfield, and after putting the 
whole garrison to the sword. Beheaded four 
of the principal inhabitants, who were 
suspected of having carried on a clandes- 
tine correspondence with the Suabian 
league, and even of having beti^yed the 
rfty into their hands -f-. . 

Encouraged by their triumphs to aspire 
to a state of Helvetic freedom, the mem- 
bers of the Rhsetian league, assembled at 
Davos, and unanimously voted themselves ' 
an independent^ comaionwealth ; every 
yesti^ of feudal supremacy was abo- 
lished, and the arms of Austria were taken 
down, to make room for those of the con- 
federacy, 

Hitlterto the cities of Colmar, Schlestat, ' 

?Id.ib. t M.ib. 

Ff4 and 
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CHAP, snd Strfaburg bad penereted ip thei/ eb*- 
'< ritable eD4earours to nuiataiB peaee. !Bnt 
pereeiring the Swiss too much e)«ted with 
pro^ieritjr.tolisteD to icasonable terms, they 
KDounced the attenpt, and decUrsd in fa> 
rour of their enemies. Xbeir example wp 
immediately followed byjoany of tlie neigh- 
l^ouring barom *■ 

Apprehensive of ^ the fetal consequences 
Ihat muAt ensue, should a general secessioa 
take plftca (a eircuiqstance not a little to 
be dreaded, from the prevailing temper of 
of the public mind), the Swiss canvenfd a 
diet at Zuric. Nothing, it was evident, 
but»n uaiBtoiTuptcid series of luocaas could 
(uppoct their oauae, as the smallest levene 
ef fottuse wa« sufficient to deprive them 
ef »o ally, , 

Impressed with this, coDvictiap, the diet 
wisely resolved to eali all their energy into 
ftctiviiy, Anarroy of twelve thousand mea 
was aecnrdjugly aeseaiUed, which over- 
ran the Hegau in the midst of a rigorous 
wiotsr, laying waste the oount«j- with re- 

• Mallet, ib. 311, May, iV. xviii. 

morseless 
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^norseless fury. The castles and. Tiliages, chap. 
after haring been plundered of every thiug x. 
TQiu3.^1e, were reduced to asiies. Too 
•weak to oppose, the nien precipitately &ed. 
kttfoie the iavader; while the women and 
children, abandoned to their destiny, sougtrt 
reiuge in tlie woods. There, in the midst 
of AJpine snows, tliey endured every cala- 
mity that cold aud hunger, and sympa- 
thising tenderness could inflict. Satiated 
at length with contemplating the misery, 
or compelled by auffering under the dearth, 
which they had caused, the ferocious vic« 
tors suspended for a while the. work' of de.- 
fii^tion, and retired into winter-quaiters *. 
At the commencement of hostilities, the 
bislMxp of Constance had pledged his faith 
to tlie Helvetic diet, to observe the strictest 
neutraJity. But being naturally timid, be 
yielded to tlie thixjats and entreaties of the 
Suabiaqs, ii'ho left hira no alternative, ex- 
cept to become their friend, or to betreated 
as- their fiae. Apoatacy howe^'er was a 
Fiime, which from worldly motives the 
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CHAP. Swiss never suffered to pass unpuni»hed*. 

^^^ Under the same delusion, the bishop <rf 
Coire alsa renoanced their alliance, and 
flying for refuge to Inspruck, delivered up 
Furstenberg to the imperialists. This step 
was attended with consequences the most 
disastrous. The confederates confiscated 
the revenues of his see, and applied them 
to th^ support of the war. Deprived ol 
reputation and of fortune, the misguided 
prelate dragged out in . poverty and exile 
a miserable existence, dependent on the 
precarious bounty of his seducers, and 
died unregretted'f-. 

Anxious to repair their losses^ the Sua- 
bians collected a formidable army in the 
vicinity of Ckmstance; Though greatly 
inferior in point of numbers, the confede- 
rates were no sooner apprised -of their 
movements than they resolved to risk a 
battle. Advancing for that purpose, at 
. Hard they fell in with a detachment of the 
enemy's infantry, and put them to flight 
Having crossed a valley in pursuit of them, 

* Tscbanier. -f- Id. 

they 
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tbcy suddenly found themselves in sight of chap, 
the Suabian army, strongly posted in an ^ 
entreoclied camp, and covered by forrai-' 
dable batteries. They instantly, accord- 
ing to the Helvetic custom, fell on their 
knees. The SuabianS, through ignorance 
of their manners, mistaking this act of de- 
votion for an expression of fear, and think- 
ing them already subdued, remained io- 
active, as if confounded at their own suc- 
cess, -But their astonishment was quickly 
cons'erted to terror, when they beheld the 
imaginary supplicants rise from their pray- 
ers, and heard the bugle-horn sound to the 
attack. Rushing impetuously forward with 
loud acclsmations, the Swiss were already 
in their camp, and had got possession of 
their artillery, before they were prepared 
to make any resistance, A general rout 
ensued. Two thousand fell on the.field of 
battle, aTid a still greater number perished 
in the morasses, in which they were en- 
tangled daring their flight*. 
The unvarying tide of prosperity, which 

* May, H. XV, _ 

attended 



.D,,r.=^i by Google 



44* ' JITSTORr OF THE . 

CHAP* attended the Helvetic arois during a loiag 
y-v-w' series ofycars^^rgseoot less fix>iHli)ejr exact 
attention to discipline, tljaa from tbeir per- 
sonal valour. The jbllowiog anecdote, re* 
corded by May*, PirkJKimer, aod Techw* 
qcr, exhibits a rare instance of suboFdina* 
tioD, and i^aces their character in a cod-» 
spicuotts ligbt. During tbe course of a 
winter campaign, a detachment of Swiss 
received orders to ford the Khme. Tbe 
vant up to ttie neck in water, strutted 
manfully against the current, and havjag 
surmounted every difficulty, was on the 
point of reaching the opposite bank. At 
this critical moment intelligence arrived, 
that the enemy had made an irruption into 
the county of Sarins, and wererava^g 
the country in their rear. The word of 
command was instantaneously given to halt. 
The troops obeyed, and remained nearly 
two hours stationary in that perilous sit^i- 
ation, pushing away, with tjieir halberts, 
the masses of ice which floated down the 
stream. The report, having proved uo- 

• Id. ib. xvi. 

, foundedi . 
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founded, they were at length allowed IoCKaK 
proceed. A similar mstance 6f patience «-y^* 
ia scarcely to be met with m the anmtfs *f 
any odier nation ; and we ate at a kiSs 
trhcthef we ought more to adnrire the un~ 
TSpit^ff submission- of the soidiew, or tlire 
inflexible attachment of the coTmnander to 
tstaMifihfed rates. It 'was an invariable 
ttaxina wi(b the Helvetic army, never to 
Abaixlon an ex|>edrf)OR without ha(;Ting ^r^ 
cttnained sight of the foe. In the present 
"uBtance, forbtdden by pmdence to ad- 
Wflce, and prevented by piejudice from 
retMbtiag, they had no alternative left, bat 
to pemaia ia Ae river, till (he investigatiort 
of the report repecting the enem'y deter- 
mined their motion^. 

Dofiftg a predatory incursion, a handfiil 
. of Smss fell in with a squadron of Suabiaa 
cavalry, and refusing to surrender, were 
cut in {ueeesy Schuler, their captain, alone 
aurvived,' aiiid t^'oi^^ suiminaded by twenij 
horseWteiy, cfi^daitted to yicTd'. Pasting his 
back a^instatfee,he (defended himself with 
his halbett, tiU he had disoiotinted five of 
the. coB^y. ^iwk wkth^ sukaii»laavt- at \a» 
heroism^ 
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CHAP, heroism, the Suabian commander offered 
; him his life, provided he would become his 
prisoner. Scbuler reluctantly resigned his 
sword ; and was not only treated by his 
generous victor with every mark of respect, 
but finally obtained hia freedom without a 
ransom *. 

During the course of this bloody contest, 
the attention of the Swiss was usefully di- 
rected to various improvements jn tactics. 
The two-handed sword ^ which was too un- 
wieldy to be managed with ease, they ex- 
changed for a lighter weapon. The form 
" of the shield was likewise varied, and many 
xther alterations were introduced, which by 
rendering the soldier more active gave ad- 
ditional rapidity to their military evolu- 
tions f. Pirkheimar in consequence ob- 
servest 

* Msy, IV. xvi. 

•f Tliis system bad been successfilllj' praAised by earlier 
and still more illustrious republics. fiomit/tu^Csays Mon* 
tei(]uiei^ speaking of the lloraans) ptitle bouchier des Sa- 
bim quiHoit large, au lieu dupetit bouchier Argien^ dont 
tt i'itoit servijusqu*alors. Et on doit rcmorjMcr, que ct 
ftd a leplus contribue a rendre les RomainS les maUres 
du monde, ce'tt qu'ai/atH combaita siKcemvtmmt contrt 

tovt 
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serves, that the meliorated state of Ger-CHAp. 
man discipline was almost entirely bo^ 3^^ 
rowed from the Swiss. " That warlike 
people," he says, " do nothing rashly. 
Confiding in their valour, they trust little 
to chance; and so great is the subordina- 
tion, which prevails throughout their ar- 
mies, that every order is executed the very 
moment it is given, with the utmost punc- 
tuality*. 

■ The name of Bubenberg is among the 
njost illustrious in the annals of Switzer- 
land, and seems to confer hereditary, ta- 
lent iipon all who bear it. A member of 
that family of patriots, having crossed the 
Rhine with only eight hundi-ed mMi, had 
laid the adjacent country under conthb^ 

tons let peuplet, ih ant toujours reno'nce i leun usagtt 
fitSt qu'ib ont trouve de meUleurs. ([.) And elsewhere he 
adds, Quand ils eurent connu fepie EspagnbU, ih ^it^ ' 
tSrent la kur, &c. (If.) These passages are estractdU 
from the celebrated Covsideretions lur les Cawes de la 
Graadeur des Romairu, ef de leur Decadence, a work 
which might be curiously illustrated by a series of re- 
ferences to the principles, the measures^ and the si^cmk* 
of Boiiaparte. 
• BelJ. Helv. K 1 1 . i^id II. 27. 

lion. 
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CHAP, tiotii and was retarning to Ihs quMter^ 
'-rvJ when be was suddenly attacked in tbt 
neighboitrhood of Bdite bjr fcntr ihattmM 
Soabian horse. Coirfidmg in iheir nuet- 
ber», the imperialists botdly 3dvMg««d; 
but they were received by tW enemy wiA 
ao mi:M;h firmness, Ihat they were cdmp^l^ 
led to fall bock in eonfu»o», leatm^ fh»f 
sHrms and tteir baggage behind ffeertft*. 

Meanwhile another corps of ^(lAhtiBi 
invaded the Thnrgaa, and htvittg suYptked. 
JExRtxtmgun, pot part of tlie gar^^don- to tbe 
sword- The test, having effected a fctte*t, 
AiitecAcbed thennelres m the strong post 
Sdkwaderlocfa. The alarm was iMtaOf^ 
given, and ttoops- flocked (hither ^orfi erery 
^Arteft Unacquainted With these mare- 
inents, and finding themselves unopposed, 
i&» JcspCTialists grew negHgen* frota pre- 
tatoptioti, and suffered the troops io aban* 
d'orr their colours in search of plonder. 
I^is int^igence bo soeoetf seacbed tbtf 

* This" is- called ' itie bafUe of Sruderkoln,'' from a 
^od in wfdcb tlie Siiabians ^iterc conceded. May* 
Ifc.xu. 

, Helvetic 
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Helvetic camp, than it was r^sdved id at-CHAp, 
tack them without loss of time. 

Careless howevea-as they had J^eeri. in 
maiataiDipg order, the Svabian generals^ 
anUcipating the possibihty of such a mea- 
sure, had erected battenes at the raoutji 
of a natvov defile, through vhich they 
thought their assailaots must necessarily 
pass. By a cirouitous roaxch, tiie Swiss 
eluded their vigilasjce. With precipitate 
steps tbe stragglers attempted to join their 
stabdards, wliich -vas «t length accom- 
plished* though not without coiutiderable 
loss. But aJi their efibrtfi v/ex^ £-uitfQ8p. 
After a vigorous re»8tanc«> their jiae w»a 
cooDptetely brok^. They abandoned th^r 
standards, and fled. To (»ca^, however, 
was no easy task. Henwied m heitweea 
the lake and the raoaotaiat Ibey fouml <hi 
. each side ueM-ly equal difficuHiee. Sotpe 
dipew thei^selves into boats, aiid perished 
fix>m tbe w^ght of numbers ; while otbers 
boldly . leaped into the watery and wuak ■ 
under the pressure of their armcw** 

• Ma.7, IV. sn. 

VOX. III. G g Animated 
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CHAP. Animated by the -inteUigence of this 
^^^ splendid victory, the army under Hohen- 
sax resolved immediately to attack the 
enemy in their entrenchments at Frastenz. 
Encamped on a lofty mountain, above the 
river III, and protected by a double line 
of artillery, the imperialists Tegarde4 them- 
selves as perfectly secure. Fix)m this pd- 

■ sition, they had formed a plan of annoy- 

■ ing the adjacent country by desultory in- 
roads, while they carefully avoided a ge- 
neral engagement. The Swiss were nol 

■ insensible to the danger of the enterprise; 
but this consideration; far trom diminish- 
ing, served rather to inflame th«r coa- 

' rage. W6lleb, an officer of high reputa- 
tion, undertook with a strong detachment 

■ to turn the Suabians by a circuitous 
inarch J while the main body, led by H6- 
hensax in person^ ascending the mountain 

■ -'by -the dirett road, should endeavour to 
'•: attract the attentiob of the enemy to an- 
■i..«otherqohrtCT. 

Having climbed themountaia by a path, 
which in many places was scarcely acces- 
sible to. the huAian foot, Wolleb drove in 
;• i.^;.. . -. ^ the 
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the outposts, and advancing rapidly, was c bap. 
shortly joined by Hohensax. The troops 
having been ordered, when the Suabians 
fired, to fall on their faces, escaped with 
little loss ; except indeed that of the gal- 
lant WoUeb, who scorning the precaution,! 
which he had recommended to others, re-» 
ceived a mortal wound. 

Rendered fiirious by the death of their 
leader, the Swiss rushed forward with an 
impetuosity, which nothing could resist. 
Amazement seized the imperialists, whea 
they beheld the enemy already in their tn- 
trenchments, which a moment before they 
believed impregnable. The sword, and 
the spear, dropped from their hands. They 
turned their backs, and fled. Numbers 
were dashed to pieces on the cliffs, or 
perished in the torrent bfelow. Three thou- 
sand fell by the bands gf the conquerors^ 
who (incredible as it may .appear) are 
said to have obtained this decisive triumph . 
with the loss of only eighty men*. 

On the followiiig^ day, as the victorious 

* May, IV, %xi. 

G g- 2 army,. 
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CHAP. army, bent upon vengeance, was prepar- 
'^ iDg to ravage the now defenceless province, 
a mournful train, arrayed in black, with 
melancholy steps approached the camp. 
Imagination can hardly {Hcture a more 
affecting scene. They were the mothers, 
^ widows, and the orphans of those who 
had &llen in the battle ; and came, at- 
tended by their aged priest, and such 
scanty presents as poverty could ofier, to 
deprecate the horrors of military r^ribu-' 
tion. 

It was not in the nature of civilised man 
to withstand a petition so delivered. The 
most obdurate relented, and nobly reject- 
ing the oblation of indigence, sent back 
the supplicants as happy as widows and 
orphans could be made*. 

Fortunate would it have been for the 
cause of humanity, if this solitary instance 
of compassion had become a precedent' to 
reguliUe the conduct of the Helvetic sc^- 
diery. But while a generous feeling of 
sympathy thus restrained the sword of 

* Tscbarnep. 

5 conquest, 
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conquest, other detachments, having cross- chap. 
ed the Rhine, Is^d waste the adjacent ^ 
country with indiscriminate fury. What- 
ever was capable of being bartered for 
gold, became the prey of their avarice. 
Whoever bad charms to kindle desire, be- 
came the victim of their lust. It was 
against the splendid abodes of aristocracy, 
however, that their violence was more par- 
ticularly pointed. For it was to the Jm- 
placable jealousy of their owners that they 
attributed the war*. 

The reader would be disgusted by the 
detail, were we to pursue the tale of hor- 
ror through all it's branches. But the cap- 
ture of Blumeneck is distinguished by aa 
adventure of a difierent character. At the 
approach of the Helvetic army the fortress 
surrendered, on condition that all the in- 
habitants, with the exception of the go^* 
yemoTt should be allowed to retire to jfL 
ftlace of safety, with as many of their ef- 
fects as they were ^le to carry. Availing 
herself of this' permission, the baroness of 

• Mallet, II. so. 

G g 3 Hosenach 
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CHAP. Rosenach took her husband on her back, 
*." and brought him out of the castle. So rare 
an instance of heroic attachment excited 
the sympathy of the victors. Notwith- 
standing their personal dislike to the ba-- 
ron, who liad incurred their hatred by 
many acts of violence, he not only ob- 
tained his liberty, but recovered likewise 
most of his property, as a tribute pre^ 
sented by sensibility to conjugal affec- 
tion*^. 

A difference of opinion now arose be- 
tween the Helvetic states, respecting their 
. future plans. By somft it was proposed, 
to lay siege to Mersberg and Uberlingen ; 
while others contended, that it would be 
more advisable to proceed against Con- 
stance, whither the Sualnan commander 
with their united forces had retired. 
But intelligence arriving, that a consider- 
able army was assembling in the Sundgau, 
the militia of Friburgi Berne, and Soleure 
piarched immediate!/ to oppose tbenii, 
^his measure, though dictated by the 

* May, IV. XXV. MaWtt, ib. 324. 

• wispst 
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frisest policy, gave umbrage -to the demote hap. 
cratic cantons, wh(> accused their arfeto- ^^^ 
cratic brethren of want of pathotism, and 
of sacrificing the dearest' interests of the 
confederacy to theii: private viaws. This 
reproachful language-, "Iiowever, only ren- 
dered the senate of Beme more averse than 
before from the war. - 

Convinced by fatal experience of tlieip 
own inability to continue the contest, the 
Suabian ' generals had recourse to the em- 
peror for aid; upon-which fae instantly 
concluded a truce witli couflt Egmont m 
Flanders, and hastened to their relief. On 
his arrival, he published a manifesto, ac- 
cusing tfee Swiss of coritumacy and' rel^el- 
lion^ After recapitulating variotts adtstaf 
aggresMon, by .which they had SnCurretf 
the imperial ban,' he concluded 'by ex- 
horting every member of the Germanic 
body to unite with' him in chastasing th« 
' hercditai'y enemie&'irf all civil distinctions,' 
and the avowed contemners of God and 
his holyreligioH,- ^ ' 

Yet notwithstandi'ng the importaiice thus 
attached by Maximilian to the cause in • 
.) Gg4 which 
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iCi^A p. which bA fiBgf^fsdt he obviously eateiw 
J ed with reluctance ioto 9, war, which ob^ 
9trii<ct^ the ficcompliahmept of ft nxin 
favourite- (H^gjcct. It'b mae, as he had 
foreboded, .wa« jiiaappoulitinieat aad tclis^ 
grace. T^he victory f^ Mfilshe«de oipene4 
thefyi'ol to the Swisq, who justly' InceDsed 
,at the cruelty of the (jlennans*, ravaged 
tiieponatry with unrelenting iferocity, The 
luelanchtdy state of devastation, lo which 
the greater part of it was reduised, is de- 
Kribed by a spectfttpr in the most imprean 
siv^e Jaoguage. After enmnerating all th? 
&v\h which' arise from the united opea^-? 
tions of.fAininA ^nd diasasQ^ Pirkhmmev 
adds, timt. as bo, tpaversed the desolated 
Jeriitory with »o Auatriftft dptachment, he 
t^eheld l^^o agied wooiti^ oonductiag a 
troop ii>f fami^hf^ phijdreoh to browae with 
the gpats in the ffiOi^tains ; the short 
itad withfircid gra0S» growing hero Itnd 
(here in. scanty patches, being the oaly 

f The Genqam were so ciaspvratcd at tba defeat, 
that ;he; are said to have murdered a}I Itae prisosers, 
yrho were takm during their recetit incursiouti. >lallet, 

fiutriment 
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uutriment which had escaped the enemy's chap. 
fury*. ^• 

The impossibiltty of procuring snp^rfies 
for his army compelled Maximiiiaa to 
abandon the project of entering Switzer- 
land by the Ikigadine. Foiled in evay 
attempt to anaoy the foe, he hastened 
back to GoDstance, to preside over a con* 
gress, to which he had sammoned aU the 
princes of Germany^ 

A n^ociation for pear« was now opmed, 
under the joint mediation of France and 
Milant. The union of two princes, who 
were the most ioyeterate enemies, in the 
prosecution of the same design, is a Tghe- 
ppmenon in politics. But the completion 
of their other jdans demanded the tran- 
iquitlisalioQ of Helvetia, as the store-house 
from vbich they both hoped- to borrow 
materials. for the Italian war. Nor were 
%h& Swiss -untitling to terminate a contest 
vhtch exhausted their strength and de- 
stroyed their commerce, without offering 

. • Prkheimer. Befl, Hehft. If. 

■f May, IV. ^sviii, 

jthejn 
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CHAP. them any adequate compeasatioti in re^ 
".* turn. 

That a treaty, commenced under such 
favourable auspices, should have failed of 
success, must naturally excite oin* astonish- 
ment. But the pride and prejudice of the 
imperial throne, when brought into con- 
tact with the unbending spirit of demo* 
cracy, produced such a collision of interests 
and opinions, that every conference by 
irritating the acrimonious humours, and 
still farther to widen the breach. 

Convinced of the necessity of again ap- 
pealing to the sword, Maximilian began 
diligently to employ himself in making 
preparations for another campaign. Yet, 
notwithstanding all the pomp of military 
service, which the city of Constance pre- 
sented to his eye, he too soon discovered 
that he possessed little more than ' the 
empty shadow of a mighty name.' In vaia 
he traced out a plan for vigorous opera^ 
tions, while his friends were. occupied in 
iraming excuses to avoid the conflict. At 
one moment, they were in daily expecta- 
tion of receiving reinforcements, and deem- 
ed 
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ed it imprudent to hazard a battle with chap. 
a divided force. At another, they expa> ^^ 
tiated on the impolicy of an offensive cam- 
paign, when their object might be effected- 
with greater' certainty by procrastinatioD 
and delay. ; 

Disgusted with their equivocations, Ae 
gallant emperor declared his resolution to 
meet the enemy in the field; and sum- 
moned his allies to join his standard. They, 
returned him a positive refusal ; declaring, 
in palliation of their conduct, that " Their 
" only motive in joining the army was ta 
** defend the integrity of the, German em- 
** pire. Maximilian, therefore, would al- 
** ways find them ready to resist an invad- 
** ing foe. But every principle of hu- 
" manity (they added) forbad them to sa- 
** crifice the lives of their subjects for the 
**■ attainment of an object, in which the 
" interestsof their country were not irame-f 
^ diately concerned*!" 

It was a part of Maximilian's character, 
(as we have before observed,) to form ex-' • 
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CHAP, tedsive designs, without ever deigning to 
.u^v^' calcnlate bis resources. Finding that no de- 
pendence could be placed on his allies^ he 
quitted Constance in disgust, and separat- 
ing himself from the Suabian league, de- 
termined to compensate for the failure of 
his confederates, bj the encreased energy 
of his own exertions. Conformably to 
this plan, he resolved to penetrate into 
Switzerland by three- different roads. The 
count of Furstenberg received orders to 
assemble troops in the vicinity of BSle, 
and thence to advance against Friburg and 
Soleure, while the other armies should 
march at the same time from Constance 
and Lindau. The execution of this pro* 
jcct might have considerably embarrassed 
the enemy; but it was rendered abortive 
by the want of adequate supplies, as Furs- 
tenberg's column was defeated at Dornach 
before the other bodies were ready to move 
to his support* This battle was long 
commemorated, as one of the most im- 

* May, IV, nxii. This battle cost tbe Imperialists be- 
tfveen three aoti four tbetuangl c^ tbeir bravest troops.' 

portant 
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portant in the miUtary annals of Helvetia, *^^^- 
as the last which she fought in defence of *-"*^ 
her independence. The splendor of the ■ 
victory likewise, raised her reputatti»i to 
the highest pinnacle of glorj. 

l^e conduct of the Swiss, at this mo- 
mentous crisis," is considered by many- 
historians as desCTving the severest repre- 
hension. They are accused of having 
contented themselves with the idle parade 
of displaying their banners on the Suabian 
territwy, at a time when they might have 
annihilated the broken and disheartened 
remains of the imperial army. 

Though completely tired of war, Masi- 
milian was withheld by a secret sentiment 
of pride from suing for peace to a peoj^e, 
whom he had so long afifected to despise. 
Circumstances, however concurred to spare 
him that humiliation. Menaced with an 
invasion from France, Ludovico Sforza 
saw no hope, except in the protec- 
tion of Austria, of escaping from the 
gathering storm. But he could not flattCT 
himself that the emperor in his present di& 
ficutties could interfere with e^ct in t^e 
-a^B^irs 
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CHAP. affaire of Italy. With the intent therefore 
J^^ of extricating him from his Helvetia qiiaF- 
rel, the dafty Italian renewed his offos 
of mediation^ which being already ac- 
cepted by the belhgeient powers, con- 
gressra were successively held at Zuric, 
Shaffhausen, atid B&le * 
. The confederates however, who had ac- 
quired from experience the necessary les- 
son of mistrust, assembled a numerous 
anny in the vicinity of Bruck, determined 
to recommence hostilities with renovated 
Tigour, upon the slightest indication of 
duplicity. Tliis wise precaution tended 
considerably to accelerate the treaty. 

Notwithstanding the arrogant preteo- 
aions of the imperial ministers, who, in spite 
of Uieir accumulated disasters stiU assumed 
the haughty tone of supremacy, the con- 
ditions were not less honourable than ad-. 

. * Tlie Utter was numerouiily attended. Lewis XII. 
king of France, and the di^ke of Milan, ^cted as mediatois. 
The former was reprecented b; tliree ambassadors; the 
trcbbishop of Sem, the Baillie Dij&n, and Rigaud 
tl'OreHk. Tbe latter dc|»ited ' on)}' John Ctaleazzo 
Vis(:oBti. M^i IV. xuip, 

■ ; . vantageous 
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vantageous to Switzerland; a,s she nolCHAP. 
only procured a full exemption from the * 

jurisdiction of the imperial ^chamber, but 

-was expressly liberated from every claim 
on the part of the emperor himself. In ad- 

'dition to these valuable immunities, she 
farther obtained a paramount jurisdiction 
in the ITiurgau, where criminal processes 
bad been previously subject to the revision 
of the imperiar tribunal 3. Neither was she 
less attentive to the interests of her allies, 

:a8 it was specifically agreed, that all points 
in dispute between Austria and the Rha?- 

'tians 'Should be immediately submitted to 
an award*. ' '. i 

' It is pretended, by -some contemporary 

■ historians, that the result of the Suabian 

/war was favourable to Germany. To de- 
tect the fallacy of this assertion, nothing 
more is requisite, thai) merely to examine 
the articles of peace. From these it is ma- 
nifest that the league completely failed 
in all it's objects. Whereas the Swiss were 
not only exempted from all foreign jurist 

* This treaty ia detailed b/ May, with his usual accu-* 
acy. lb, 

diction. 
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CHAP, dicdon, but gained the permanait and us* 
^^^ disputed sova^eignty of a {wrovinoe, the 
equivocat teaure of which had hitherto af- 
forded an inexhaustible source of cpntea- 
tion. 

It is true, indeed, that tiie indepeadenoe 
of Helvetia was not formally recognised by 
all the European powers, till t[ie peaoe of 
. Westphalia. But from- the condusioaoftk 
Suabtan stru^Ie, no attempts were made 
to disturb her in the full eujoymeot of 
those inberent rights, which constitute an 
independent nation. The flame of her 
freedom contiaued thenceforth to bum 
brightly, till it was extinguished by a ds> 
mon, who under the imposing name of 
FuiLOsopHV meditated th£ sxtiepa- 
TioH-'oF Morality, the destauction 
OP Religion, and the PERTEasioiiOf 
Makkind. 



END OF VOLUME THREE. 
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